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As | understand the situation now, | will be teaching two
classes of English — sixth class and seventh class, each
two days per week.

Most of the students will be those whom | taught last
year. From this | conclude that (1) | must use new
materials for teaching; | cannot use the same materials |
prepared last year and (2) | can presume to know their
level of English knowledge.

As an additional expectation, | assume that | will be
teaching the same students day in and day out. Based on
this, | can further assume that (1) if | assign homework, it
is reasonable to expect that they have done it and (2) it
makes sense to track student performance in the
classroom, on homework and on tests throughout the
year.

Teaching objectives

| will have the following objectives in teaching the
students:

oTo build their English vocabularies by vocabulary study
reinforced by weekly quizzes.

oTo build their English fluency by reading in class and by
conversation.
eTo0 accustom them to the discipline of doing homework. |

will expect two hours of homework for every hour in class.

This is a high expectation — | detail below how | expect to
do it.

e¢T0 get them to write — anything at all!

e¢T0 acquaint them with English grammar, largely by
pointing out examples in the reading. Of the four
language modes — reading, listening, speaking and
writing — it is writing that most demands, and therefore
builds, a knowledge of grammar. My first challenge is to
get them to write anything at all. I will point out
grammatical usages as they arise, but | do not intend to
make grammar a major focus of this class.

Student strengths and weaknesses

The students are reasonably confident reading English.
Their pronunciation is reasonably good.

MoCKo/IbKY A celyac MoOHMMalo CUTyaumio, A byay
npenoaaBaTb ABa KAacca aHMIMIACKOrO - LLeCTOoM Kiacc
N ceibMOW KNacc, Kaxablii ABa AHA B HeAento.

BONbLWMHCTBO yYeHMKOB ByayT Temu, Koro A
npenogasan B Npowwaom rogy. M3 atoro A 3aktovato,
4To (1) A AONKEH UCNONB30BaTb HOBbIE MaTepuabl
AN obyyeHus; A He Mory UCnoib3oBaTh Te XKe
MaTepmasnbl, KOTopble A MOArOTOBMA B NPOLUIOM roAy,
1 (2) 5 Mmory npeanoNoXunTb, YTO 3HALO UX YPOBEHb
3HAHWA aHTIMIICKOro A3bIKa.

B KauecTse [0NO/MHUTENIbHOMO OXNAAHUA A
npeanonarato, Yto A byay NpPenoaasaTtb OAHU U TE e
YUYEHUKM 130 OHA B AeHb. Micxoaa us 3Toro, s mory
TaKXe NpeanonoKnTb, uyto (1) ecnm a HasHayalw
AOMallHee 3a4aHne, pasyMHO OXKAaTb, YTO OHU 3TO
caenanu, u (2) UMeeT CMbIC OTCAEXUBaTb
yCneBaemocCTb yYaLMXCA B KNacce, Ha AOMalLHeM
3a4aHWUM M Ha TeCTax B TeYeHue roaa,

Uenn obyyeHuna

Y meHsa byayT cneaytowme 3a8aqm B 06yueHnm
CTYZLeHTOB:

* [TOCTPOUTbL CBOW AHTIMACKME CNOBAPU NyTEM
N3yYEHUA NEKCUKM, YCUNEHHOTO HEAENbHbIMU
BMKTOPWHaMMU.

* YT06bl NOBBICUTL YPOBEHb BAALEHNA aHTINACKUM
A3bIKOM, NMPOYNUTAB €r0 B KJIAcce M pa3rosBope.

® MPUYUNTb UX K ANCLUMIMHE BbINOJHEHMA AOMALLHUX
3afaHuii. A byay oXunaatb ABa Yaca JOMALUHEN
PaboTbl 33 KaXKAbli Yac 3aHATMI. ITO HosblLOe
OXMAaHue - A NoAPOOHO paccKaXKy HUMXKe, Kak A
PaccyYUTbIBAIO HaA 3TO.

* YT0bObI 3aCTAaBMTb MX NMCaTb - BOObLIE HUYero!

® YT06bl NO3HAKOMWUTb UX C FPAMMATUKOMN aHTIMACKOro
A3blKa, B OCHOBHOM, YKa3blBas Npumepbl B UTeHuu. M3
yeTblpex A3bIKOBbIX PEXKUMOB - UTEHUS,
MPOC/AYLIMBAHWUA, TOBOPEHUSA U NMNCbMA - OH MULLET, YTO
60/1bLUMHCTBO TPeboBaHMI 1, CNef0BATENBHO, CTPOUT
3HaHMA rpammaTmMKn. Mosa nepeas 3aaya - 3aCTaBUTb
MX HanMcaTb YTO-HUBYAb BoObLLe. A yKaxy Ha
rPaMmaTUYecKne NPUMeHeHMA NO Mepe nx
BO3HWMKHOBEHMUSA, HO A HE HAMEPEH AeNaTb IPAaMMATUKY
OCHOBHbIM HanpaB/ieHWEM 3TOTO Kfacca.

CunbHble U cnabble CTOPOHbI CTYAEHTa

CTy,EI,eHTbI AOCTAaTO4YHO YyBEPEHHO YNTAIOT AHTIMACKUN.
MX Npon3HOLWEHMe A0CTAaTOYHO XopoLlee.
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The students are polite and well-behaved. As | have said
previously, this is a delightful difference between them
and students in Washington DC.

The students' understanding of the material they read is
not as good as their pronunciation. They give the
impression of understanding some material when in fact
they do not. As a consequence, it was more difficult than
expected to conduct in class conversations.

The students do not feel confident in composing material
to be delivered orally or to be written. | suspect that this is
equally true in their native languages. If a student is to be
successful with the language they must know how to do
that. I, as a student of Russian, have to communicate
with Nova Poshta, the electric company, you in
Solnyachnik school and many, many others. The ability to
work in English likewise involves composing messages to
be delivered orally or in writing.

Composing one's thoughts is relatively independent of
language. | would like to ask them to express thoughts of
almost the same complexity that they are expected to
express in either Ukrainian or Russian. | will ask for your
guidance in this regard.

The students do not know very much grammar. As noted
above, | see this as a minor concern for their grade level.

Homework assignments

To be successful learning a language, the student must
do more work outside the class than in class. This is true
of almost any language at any level.

Last year | prepared text for the students to read before
class. Most of the material came from a single book,
Lewis Sacher's "Wayside School"

| printed the material and handed out in class. | told the
students that it was all available online, and wrote an
email to the parents asking them to ask their students to
study. In the final analysis, relatively few students
prepared the material in advance.

CTyZeHTbl BEXUBbI U Xopowo ceba BeayT. Kak A
CKasan paHee, 3TO BOCXUTUTEIbHAA Pa3HMLA MeXay
HUMW U CTyAeHTaMu B BalwnHrToHe.

MoHUMaHMe yYawmmmnca maTepmana, KoTopblit OHU
YMTAIOT, He TaK XOPOLL, KaK UX NpousHolueHne. OHU
€034al0T BneyataeHne NOHMMaHMA KaKoro-To
maTepuana, Korga Ha camom Aefie OHU 3TOro He
AenatoT. Kak cneactsue, 6b110 TpyaHee, Yem
0XKnaanocb, NPOBOANUTbL B KNaccoBbIx beceaax.

CTyAeHTbl He YyBCTBYIOT cebA yBepeHHO B TOM, UTObbI
COYMHATb MaTepuan Ansa yCTHOro UAM NMCbMEHHOro
nepesoaa. fl noao3pesato, YTO 3TO OAMHAKOBO BEPHO
Ha UX POAHbIX A3blKax. ECM cTyaeHT goKeH 6bIiTb
YCMEeLWHbIM C A3bIKOM, OH [I0/I*KEH 3HaTb, KaK 3TO
caenatb. fl, 6yayym CTy4eHTOM PYCCKOro f3bIKa,
aonxeH obwartbes ¢ Nova Poshta, anektpuyeckoi
KOMHaHMeVI, BamM B WKone CO/THAYHMKA U MHOTUMM
APYrMmu. Boamo»KHOCTb paboTaTb Ha aHMIMMCKOM
A3blKe TaK¥Ke BK/oYaeT B ceba cocTaBneHue
COODOLLEHNI ANA YCTHOIO UM MMCbMEHHOTO NepeBoaa.

CocTaBfieHMe CBOUX MbICNEN OTHOCUTE/IbHO He 3aBUCUT
OT A3blKa. A xoTen 6bl NONPOCUTL UX BbICKA3aTb MbIC/IM
0 MOYTU TAKOW *Ke C/I0XKHOCTU, YTO OHM, Kak
oxnaaetca, 6yayT BblpaKaTbCA Ha YKPAMHCKOM UK
PYCCKOM A3blKax. 1 nonpoly Bac 06 sTom.

CTyAeHTbI He 3HAlOT OYEHb MHOIO rpaMMaTmnKK. Kak
OTMEeYaIoChb BbilE, A PAaCCMaTPUBAO 3TO KakK

HEe3Ha4YUTeNbHYIO r|p06nemy ANnAa NX yYpoBHA OLLEHKMW.

JdomallHuve 3agaHunAa

YT106bI yCnewHo u3yyaTb A3bIK, CTYAEHT AOKEH
aenatb 6osble paboTbl BHE Kaacca, YemM B Knacce. 3710
KacaeTcs NoYTn to60ro A3blika Ha NH06OM YPOBHE.

B npownom rogy A noArotToBUA TEKCT ANA YTEHUA
CTyAeHTaMu nepeg ypokom. bonblias vyactb
maTepuana B3ATa U3 ogHoM KHuru, « Wayside School»
Jlbtonca 3axepa,

fl HaneyaTan maTtepuan u pasgan B Knacce. A ckasan
CTyAeHTam, 4YTO BCE 3TO AOCTYNHO OHAalH, 1 Hanucan
NMNCbMO poauUTenam c I'IpOCb6OVI NONPOCUTb CBOUX
YYE€HUKOB YyYnUTbCA. B KOHEYHOM UTOre OTHOCUTE/IbHO
Hebo/blLOe KONNYECTBO CTyAeHTOB NOAroTosBuma0
mMmaTepunan 3apaHee.


http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/
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This year | am attempting another approach. | have
prepared YouTube readings of four texts:

The Fantastic Mr. Fox, by Roald Dahl

The Butterfly That Stamped, by Rudyard Kipling
The Cat That Walked by Himself, by Rudyard Kipling
Rikki Tikki Tavi, by Rudyard Kipling

The PDF versions of these materials are at:
http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs of readings/Fox.pdf

3

B aTOM roay s nbiTalocb UCNO/1b30BaTb APYroi NOAXOA.
A noarotosnn nokasaHusa YouTube no yetbipem
TeKCTam:

http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs of readings/Butterfly.pdf

http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs of readings/Cat.pdf

http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs of readings/Rikki.pdf

I am looking for other materials, which | will prepare after
the school year gets underway. If and when | have
students who have not seen the Wayside School material
before, | will prepare it as well. The vocabulary is simpler
than the four works named above.

In each video | read the text as it is being displayed on
the screen. The students will be able to listen and read
simultaneously. Moreover, | have translated two
categories of words. Those that they do not need to learn,
but need to translate in order to understand the text are
presented in red, with Ukrainian and Russian translations.
Those that they need to learn are presented in green.

| read the texts relatively slowly. Nonetheless, | will
encourage them to stop the video as necessary in order
to read both the English and the translations more
closely. This is a major benefit of using YouTube. They
can take as much time as they need to understand each
text.

I will ask the students to listen to and read approximately
10 pages per week — you will see that the pages do not
have a great deal of text — and to learn the vocabulary
prior to a lesson. Within those pages there will be an
average of 15 to 30 words that they should learn.

Every text one chooses represents a trade-off. The four
that | have chosen, above, are more challenging than
most teachers would assign. My son Edward loves them.
It is my belief that with the support of translations

Al MWy apyrme matepuanbl, KoTopble A byay roToBUTb
nocsne oKoH4YaHuA yyebHoro roga. Ecam v Korga y meHs
€CTb YYEHWKK, KOTOPblE paHblle He BUAENM maTepuan
Wayside School, s Takke noarotosnto ero. Cnosapb
npolLLe, Yem YeTbipe NPon3BeaeHNs, Ha3BaHHbIe
BblLe.

B KarK4oM BMAEO A UMTAIO TEKCT, KOraa OH
oTobparkaeTcsa Ha aKpaHe. CTyAeHTbl CMOTyT CAyWaTh U
ynTaTb 0gHOBpPEMeHHo. bosee Toro, s nepesen ase
KaTeropmm cnos. Te, KOTOPbIE MM HE HY}KHO U3y4aTb,
HO HY}KHO MepeBoAMTb, YTOBbI MOHATH TEKCT,
npeacTaBneHbl KPaCHbIM LIBETOM, C YKPaNHCKUM M
PYCCKMM nepesogamm. Te, YTO UM HY}KHO U3YYUTb,
npeacTaBAeHbl 3e/IeHbIM LBETOM.

Al YnTan TEKCTbl OTHOCUTENIBHO MeAIeHHO. Tem He
MeHee, 7 byay NOOWPATb UX K MPEKPALLEHMIO BUAEO
no mepe HeobxoaAMMocTH, YTobbl 6osiee BHUMATENBHO
YynUTaTb KaK aHMNMNCKKUIA, TaK U Nepesodpl. ITO
60/1blloe NPENMYLLLECTBO MCNoib3oBaHMA YouTube.
OHW MOTYT 3aHNUMaTb CTO/IbKO BPEMEHMW, CKOIbKO
HY}KHO, YTOBbl MOHMMaTb KasK bl TEKCT.

Al nonpoLy y4eHWKOB BbIC/YLLATh M MPOYMTaTb
npmbansmTensHo 10 cTpaHuL, B HeAeNto - Bbl yBUAMUTE,
YTO Ha CTpaHMLAxX HET 60bLIOrO TEKCTA - U Bbly4nTb
cnoBapb A0 YpOKa. B npeaenax atux ctpaHumy, 6yaeT B
cpeaHem ot 15 a0 30 cnoBs, KOTOPbIe OHU AONXKHbI
N3Y4nTb.

Karkablivi BbIOpaHHbIN TEKCT NpeacTaBaseT cobol
Komnpomucc. YeTBepo, KoTopble A Bbibpas Bbille,
ABAAOTCA 6OJsIee CNOXKHbIMU, YeM BONbLUMHCTBO


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GupLoSpyw6M&t=144s
https://www.youtube.com/edit?o=U&video_id=VmygDwfOXCw
https://www.youtube.com/edit?o=U&video_id=XqczCZQOdEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhRuj7ezko8&t=647s
http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs_of_readings/Fox.pdf
http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs_of_readings/Butterfly.pdf
http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs_of_readings/Cat.pdf
http://grahamseibert.com/sunflower/PDFs_of_readings/Rikki.pdf
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appearing right alongside the text, and the text being read
to them, the students can tackle more challenging
material. | know that these stories have fascinated
children for years. The material is inherently interesting
and does not talk down whatsoever to children at this
level.

I will give them a vocabulary test at the beginning of each
class. The format that | plan for the test is as follows. It
will consist of 10 words only. | will distribute test sheets
with the words written in Russian and Ukrainian. | will ask
them to provide the English translation. | will grade them
on the basis of whether the answer is correct or not, and
whether or not it is correctly spelled.

| will use computer techniques to ensure that each test
sheet is unique. The words presented for translation, and
the order in which they appear, will be different for each
student. It will be difficult for them to look at other
students' papers to figure out how to answer.

My lesson plan

| expect to have a lesson plan of daily activity for 1 to 2
months in the future. It will have to remain fairly fluid for
the time being. | will have to see how well my YouTube
approach works. The fundamental question is, will the
students do the work? If they do not, what do | and the
school do? | already know that that is a question that you
have faced before and are dealing with.

Assessment and grades

Each week | will rank each student 's accomplishment in
each of three categories: classroom participation,
vocabulary test score, and other assignments such as
writing.

Ranking individuals is a difficult discipline. It forces a
teacher to make hard judgments. On the other hand, it
makes it impossible for either the teacher or the student
to avoid facing reality.

npenoaasatenen. Mo# cbiH 3aBapa, 1t06MT ux. A
ybexaeH, 4To Npu nogaeprKke nepesoaos,
NoABAAKLMXCA MPAMO PAAOM C TEKCTOM, U
NPOYNTAHHOIO UM TEKCTa, CTYAEHTbl MOIYT 3aHATbLCA
6o/iee CNOXKHbIMU MaTepuanamu. f 3Hato, 4YTo 3Tn
NCTOPUM 04apPOBbIBaAIN AeTel rogamu. Martepuan no
CBOEW CYyTU UHTEPECEH N HE TOBOPUT HU O Yem Ans
OEeTein Ha 3TOM YPOBHE.

Al ;am MM NPOBHbIN TECT B Havyane KaxKg0oro 3aHATUS.
dopmarT, KOTopbIN A NAAHUPYIO AN TecTa, BbIrNAANUT
cnepyowmm obpasom. OH ByaeT cocToATb TONbKO U3
10 cnos. A 6yay pacnpocTpaHATb TECTOBbIE IUCTbI CO
C/I0BaMM, HaMMUCaHHbIMM Ha PYCCKOM M YKPaUHCKOM
A3blKax. A nonpoLy nx NpegocTaBuTb NepeBos Ha
aHIIMCKUIA A3bIK. f Byay OLEeHMBaTb UX Ha OCHOBE
TOro, NPaBWUbHbLIN OTBET UAW HET, U NPABUIbHO N OH
HamucaH NpPasubHO.

Al 6yay ncnonb3oBaTb KOMMbIOTEPHbIE METOAbI, YTOObI
rapaHTMPOBATb, YTO KaKAbli TECTOBbIM IUCT YHUKAJIEH.
Cnosa, NnpeacTaBieHHble g5 NepeBoga, U NOPALoK, B
KOTOPOM OHU MOABAAIOTCA, byayT pasHbIMK gNs
Kakaoro y4yeHuka. Im byaeT TpyAHO CMOTPETb Ha
OOKYMEHTbI APYIUX CTYAEHTOB, YTOObI BbIACHWUTb, KaK
OTBETUTD.

MoW nnaH ypoka

Al 0XkmnAatro, YTo NaH YPOKOB NOBCEAHEBHOM
featenbHocTu byaet ot 1 fo 2 mecsAues B byayuiem.
Ha faHHbIN MOMEHT OH 0/IXKEH OCTaBaTbCs AOBOJIbHO
KUAKUM. MHe Hy)XXHO ByaeT NoHATb, HACKOIbKO
Xopoluo paboTaeT moi noaxoa K YouTube. OcHoBHOM
BOMPOC 3aK/t04aeTCca B TOM, ByayT i cTyAeHTbI
BbIMNONIHATL 3Ty paboTy? Ecan oHM 3TOrO He caenatorT,
4TO A 1 WKOMA? A yKe 3Halo, YTO 3TO BOMPOC, C
KOTOPbIM Bbl CTO/IKHY/INCb PaHblUEe U UMeeTe Aeno.

OueHKa 1 OUEeHKK

Kaxaylo Hegento s 6yay oueHMBaTb AOCTUKEHUSA
KaXK[0ro y4eHMKa B KaXKA0M 13 Tpex KaTeropuit:
yyacTue B K/lacce, oleHKa TecToBOro C/10Ba U apyrue
3a/laHUsA, TakMe KaKk HanucaHue.

PaH»xunpoBaHue Noael - CI0XKHaAA AUCUMNANHA. ITO
3aCTaBAsAET yuuTeNa Aenatb Cyposble cyxaeHus. C
[APYro CTOPOHbI, 3TO He MO3BOASAET yUYMUTEN AU
YUYEHUKY n3beratb peanbHOCTH.
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I will look to the school to guide me with regard to what |
do with this assessment. If | show it to the students it
might inspire them, but it might also demoralize them.
The school should have some permanent record of
student performance to include in transcripts when the
students move to other schools. With the help of the
school administration, | will devise a scheme to translate
my class rank grades into a system that will be useful for
external purposes.

Fun

Some students like to sing. If there is enough interest in
English language songs, | would like to present a few
from the following genres:

eTraditional English songs

eAmerican folk songs

eCowboy songs

¢QOld-fashioned courtship songs

If there is an opportunity to present English-language
music outside of English class, that might be the better
alternative.

Some children like to put on theatrical productions. | am
not a theater type, but | would be pleased to helped
produce anything they might want to do in English.

Materials

Parents will need to buy the children dictionaries. The
Oxford Russian mini- dictionary is adequate, or an
English — Ukrainian dictionary. The Modern English-
Ukrainian Dictionary (S. M. Kresenko) or the English-
Ukrainian Ukrainian-English Modern Dictionary (Zubkov
and Miller) would be adequate.

The children will need a computer with Internet access.
They will need Adobe Acrobat to read documents and
YouTube on the Internet.

The children should have the ability to record their
assignments by voice and send me audio files. | do this
with a computer microphone headset and the
Audacity.software package. They may use smartphones.

A 6yay cMOTpeThb B LWKOAY, YTOObI BECTU MEHA B
OTHOLLEHUN TOTO, YTO A AeNato ¢ 3ToM oueHKol. Ecnn A
MOKaKy 3TO CTyAEHTaM, 3TO MOXKET BAOXHOBUTb MX, HO
3TO MOMKET TaK¥Xe AemMopann3osatb ux. LLIkona gonxkHa
MMETb NMOCTOAHHbIN YYET YCNEBAEMOCTU YYaLLMXCA,
4TOObI BKNOUYNTD B CTEHOFPAMMbI, KOT4a YY4EHUKMU
nepeesatoT B Apyrve wkosbl. C NOMOLLbiO
aAMMHUCTPALMM LWKObI A pa3paboTato cxemy
nepeBoAa KNaccos Kaacca B cMCTeMy, KoTopas byaet
nosiesHa ANA BHELWHWX Luenen.

Beceno

HekoTtopble cTyaeHTbl N06AaT neTb. Ecan B necHAx
AHIIMICKOTrO fA3blKa A0CTAaTOYHO MHTEpEeCa, A XoTen bbl
NpPeacTaBUTb HECKO/IbKO U3 Cle4YIOLWMX *KaHPOB:

® TpagMLUMOHHbIE QHTIMNCKME NECHU

* AMEpUKaHCKMe HapoaHble NecHU

* Kosboickme necHu

e CTapomogHble NeCHU yXa*KMBaHUA

Ec/in ecTb BO3MOXKHOCTb NPeACTaBUTb AHTN0A3bIYHYIO
MY3bIKY 3a NpeaeniaMmn aHIZIMIACKOro Kacca, 3To
MOXKET ObITb IyULLEN aNlbTEPHATUBOMN.

HeKkoTopbiM AE€TAM HPABUTCA CHUMATb TeaTpasibHble
NOCTaHOBKW. fl He TeaTp, HO A BbiN Bbl pag NOMOYb
CAenaTtb YTo-HUBYAb, YTO OHW MOTIM Bbl CAeNaThb Ha
AHMIMACKOM

MaTepuanbl

Poautenam HeobxoamMmo ByaeT KynuTb AeTCKNe
cnoBapu. OKcHopaCKUIA PYCCKUMI MUHWU-CNOBapPb
O0CTaTOYHO, UM QHIN0-YKPATHCKMIA CNOBHUK. HOBITHIMN
aHrno-ykpauiHcknn cnosapb (C. M. KpuceHko) nnu
CyYacHWU cnoBaHWMK aHTI0-YKPaATHCKUI YKpaiHCKO-
aHrnnickmi (3ybkos n Munnep) 6b1am 6bl
aeKBaTHbIMM.

JeTam noHagobutca KomnbloTep ¢ 4OCTYNOM B
NHTepHeT. Um noTpebyetca Adobe Acrobat gns uteHus
AO0KymeHTOB M YouTube B MHTepHeTe.

Y petei AonKHbI 6bITb MMKPOGOHHbIE FrapHUTYPbI. A
MOTY NOMNPOCUTb MX 3aNncaTb AOMALLIHOW paboTy u
oTnpaBuTb ee mHe B popmate MP3. OHU MOTyT UMETb
nporpammHoe obecneyeHne a1 3aNMCK 3BYKa Ha
CBOMX KOMMbtoTepax. Ecnn oHu ropsume, oHM moryT


https://www.audacityteam.org/
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CKayaTb HeKoTopble becnnaTHo oT Audacity.

Children should come to class with a pencil and a KomnbloTepHbI npuHTep ByaeT oyeHb noseseH. f
notebook or paper for taking notes. onybauKyto maTepuanbl 4ns nevatn 8 UHTepHeTe.



