Llini B ubOoMy nepexknaai

MeTT Tiab6i € HankpalMM 3 aMEPUKAHCLKOI XKYPHaniCTCbKOi
Tpaauuii. BiH ANBMUTLCA Ha CHOXKETU, WO CTOATb 3a MMM icTOpisSIMN, i
0cobnuBo Ha Te, 9k came amepukaHcbki 3MI Bkpan
ckomnpomeToBaHi. Kinbka iMeH 4eMOHCTPYIOTh iICTUHHICTb L€l
npono3sudii. [bxynian AcaHx Wikileaks rHue nig BapToto BXe Mamxe
hecartb pokiB. MeHH piHBanba, WO Nepexonsitoe, CXOXe, CTUKAETLCS
3 TUM camum. Taknx nMcbMeHHuKiB, sk [)xoH Ctoccen Ta Hikonac
Yenpn "Hbro-l7lop|< Tanmc" 3BiNbHAIOTL 3a Te, L0 BOHM YECHO Nucanun
npo KrimMaT Ta eBONIOLII0 JTIOANHMN.

Axkvmn 6 He Bynu Bagn, amepurkaHCbKa XypHarnicTuka - Hankpatia.
Megia, ge s xuBy y CxigHin €sponi, HAaCTiNbKM NOBHICTIO
KOHTPOMOTHCA ofirapxamu, WO crnpaBgi YyTW iHAKOMUCTIEHHS.
Hes3py4Hi penopTepun 3HMKaOTb 3 NEBHOO PErynApHICTIO, a HE3PYYHI
BUMYCKN HOBWH, 34a€TbCS, HABITb MOYNHAOTHCS.

Llini nepeknagy

Insa 6araTbox kpaiH CxigHoi €Bponu CLUA 3anuvwalTbes Masikom Ha
naropbi, ineanom aemokparii. A Mato Hamip nepeknacTn poboTy
Tiab6i - nokasaTu, Lo Kopynuia NpoxoauTb Tak caMo rMnboKo B
Amepuui, SK i B iHWKX MicusXx, i Wo kopynuis B AMepuui cnpusie
Kopynuii B yCbOoMy CBiTi, 0co6nmBo B CxigHin €Bponi.
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Objectives in making this translation

Matt Tiabbi represents the best of the American journalistic
tradition. He looks at the stories behind the stories, and especially
the way in which American media itself has become extremely
compromised. A few names demonstrate the truth of this
proposition. Wikileaks' Julian Assange has been rotting in
detention for close to a decade. The Intercept's Glenn Greenwald
seems to be facing the same. Writers such as John Stossel and
the New York Times' Nicholas Wade get fired for writing honestly
about climate and human evolution.

Whatever its flaws, American journalism is the best there is. Media
where | live in Eastern Europe is so completely controlled by
oligarchs that one really hears of dissent. Inconvenient reporters
go missing with some regularity, and inconvenient news outlets
really seem even to get started.

Obijectives of Translation

To many in Eastern Europe, the United States remains a beacon
on a hill, the ideal of democracy. My intent in translating Tiabbi's
work is to show that corruption runs just as deep in America as
elsewhere, and that the corruption in America fosters corruption
throughout the world, especially in Eastern Europe.
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Benuka Pocia Kanep, cnpo6a surHaTtu [JoHanbga Tpamna 3 nocaaw,
BMMarana oTpyeHHs BigHocuH mixx CLUA Ta Pocieto. Cneucnyxou
CLUA rnmboko BTpy4yanucs y BHYTPILLHI cripaBy BCbOro KOMMULLHBOMO
PapsaHcbkoro Cotosy, 0cobnmBo ocTaHHiM Yacom Pocii Ta YkpaiHw.
BoHW pobniaTh Le 3 Pi3HUX NPUYMH; BHYTPILUHbOAMEPUKAHCHKI
NOMITUYHI Lini, Muni cTtocyHku 3 BisHecom, xabpi, kceHodobia Ta
cyBopa aypicTb. BoHu oTpyinu BigHocuHu Mixk Pocieto Ta CLUA Ta
nocununu BicbKoBI Aii Mk Pocieto Ta YkpaiHoto. B YkpaiHi, oe g
XnBy, BinbLicTb 3apa3 6ayatb lNyTiHa Sk camoro BTiNeHoro AvaBsona.
Lle He KopurcHa nNo3uuisi, 3 K0T NOTPIOHO LUYKaTN PO3B’A3aHHSA
KOHMIKTY MK KpaiHamu.

YkpaiHCbka npeca CTpaxgae Bif TUX ke HeJoniKiB, Lo 1
amMepuKaHcbka npeca, MOXnmBeo, TuM BinbLue. BiH malixe NoBHICTIO
HaneXxuTb ornirapxam, siKi MatoTb CUINBHUI IHTEPEC 4O KOHTPONO Hag
posnogigat. CunbHi cunu B AMepuLi 3auikaBneHi y nigtpmumui
BMCOKOIO piBHS BOPOXHeYi Mix Pocieto Ta YkpaiHot. ToYHO Tak camo
i B Pocii, i B YkpaiHi. MNepcnektnem, siki MoXe HagaTn Takuii CTOPOHHIN
Yyonosik, 9k Tiabbi, € HOBUMW Ta OCBiKaYUMN.

Tiab6i He B cnnax 3a3HaunTu, Wwo lyTiH He € aHrenom - BiH,
o4eBMaHO, 6yB aBTOPOM BUBYXiB Y MOCKOBCHKOMY
GaraTtokBapTUpHOMY BYyAUHKY, ski NpuBenu noro 0o snaan. OgHak
CLUA He € yyxumun hanblunBMM onepadism 3 NpanopoM, siKi
NPU3BOAATb 40 LUMBIMbHUX XXepPTB. Xo4a TpmBari BOEHHI ii MOXYTb
OyTN KOPMUCHMMM eriTaM LnX KpaiH, aMepuKaHCbLKOMY, POCIICBEKOMY
Ta yKpaiHCbKOMY niogsam 6yno 6 kpaile Cny>xuTu, LyKadm Wnax o
MUpy.

MeTtoau nepeknany




The Great Russia Caper, the attempt to drive Donald Trump from
office, required poisoning relations between the United States and
Russia. The United States intelligence agencies have meddled
profoundly in the internal affairs of all of the former Soviet Union,
especially recently Russia and Ukraine. They do it for a variety of
reasons: domestic American political objectives, sweetheart
relationships with business, hubris, xenophobia and sheer
stupidity. They have poisoned relations between Russia and the
United States, and exacerbated hostilities between Russia and
Ukraine. In Ukraine where | live, most now see Putin as the very
devil incarnate. This is not a helpful posture from which to seek a
resolution to the conflict between the countries.

The Ukrainian press suffers from the same deficiencies as the
American press, perhaps more so. It is almost entirely owned by
oligarchs who have a strong interest in controlling the narrative.
Strong forces in America have a vested interest in maintaining a
high level of hostility between Russia and Ukraine. Precisely the
same is true in both Russia and Ukraine. The perspectives that
can be provided by an outsider such as Tiabbi is novel and
refreshing.

Tiabbi is at pains to note that Putin is no angel — he apparently
authored the Moscow apartment house bombings that brought
him to power. However, the United States is no stranger to false
flag operations that result in civilian casualties. Though continued
hostilities may be useful to the elites in these countries, the
American, Russian and Ukrainian people would be better served
by finding a path to peace.

Methods of Translation
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Taknn nucbMeHHuK, sk Tiabbi, € xygoxHukom. Okpim Toro, wob
po3noBigaT NepeKoHNUBY iCTOPItD, MapLUMpyBaTh dhakTu Ta
NPeacTaBnsaTy iX NIOrivYHO, BiH NOBUHEH NUCATK Tak, LLO LjikaBo
yntatn. TpaguuinHuin nepeknagad noginde ui uini. Hamkpadui
nepeknagn Hamaranucs BigTBOPUTU CTUIb, MipM3M, MOETUYHICTb
opwuriHany.

Mosi MmeTa npocrTiwa: 3pobutn TekcT Tiabbi 3posyminum ans
iHO3eMHOro YnTtaya. Lle o3Havyae nogonaHHsA HeoniKiB Yy NpoLeci
aBTOMaTM3oBaHoro nepeknagy. Lie Takox o3Ha4ae NoACHEHHS
KyNbTYpPHUX NocunaHb, 3a sikumn Tiab0i BBaXae, WO BOHM OyayThb
3HaloOMi amepuKaHUEBI, ane He byayTb Ang iHo3eMus. BinbLwicTb
YmTadiB ABOMOBHOIO TEKCTY MaTUMYTb AeSAKi 3HAaHHS aHrMiNCbKOT
MOBU. AKLLO BOHA JOCUTb CUMbHA, BOHW MOXYTb KynaTucs B Kpaci
opuriHanbHoro TekcTy Tiabbi, 3BepTatounchb 40 nepeknaay nuiwe ong
YTOYHEHHS.

Mos TexHika KOpUCTYETLCA NepeBaroko iHTepHeT-cepeaoBuLLa.
[oTpuMyouMCb aMepuKaHCbKOI KOHBEHLIT MPO YePBOHO-CUHIN Konip,
S1 HAHOLLY Ha3BW NIBOPYKMX HOCIIB CMHIM KONbOPOM, @ NpaBoro -
4yepBoHUM . Tiabbi LUMPOKO BUKOPUCTOBYE PO3MOBHY aHTNINCLKY, HE
BCe Lie nobpe nepeknagaeTscs. Po3ymiHHSA icTopii Tiab6i Bumarae
OEeSIKOro 03HAMOMIIEHHS 3 aMEPUKAHCBKOK KyNbTYPOH Ta MOMITUKOL0.
A Bknagato croea, siki He 4obpe nepeknagatoTbes abo NoTpebyoTb
NOSICHEHHS, 3eNleHVM KONbOPOM , | CRIAY0 3@ HUMW 3 NOSICHEHHSAM,
TaKoX 3erleHnM KOrbopoM Ta B Ay>KKax, BUKOPUCTOBYHOUM NPOCTI
CnoBa, fKi, HaneBHo, 406pe nepeknagyThb.

Momunku nepeknagy BiApI3HATLCA 3aNeXHOo Bi MOBU, Ha KN BU
xoyeTe. Y UbOMy BUNAAKy S BAKOPUCTAB POCIACLKY MOBY, LLOO
OUiHNTW, WO nepeknagaeTbes noraHo. Ha min gocsig, nomunku
nepeknagy ykpaiHCbKOK Ta POCIiNCbKOK MOBaMM 3a3BMYal CXOXi,
TOMy Te, Lo Npautoe sl pOCiNCbKOro Yntava, 3assuyvan dyge
KOPMCHUM ANs YKpaiHCBLKOro Ymtada. Cnos'sHCbKi MOBW, siK MPaBusio,
He nepeknagarTbCs Tak caMo, SK 3axigHOEBPONenchbki. Tomy
BUKOPUCTaHHS POCINCLKOI MOBM ANS L€l MeTn, 34a€TbCA, MPOMNOHYE
onTUMarnbHUN KOMNPOMIC MiXX MOBHOTOI Ta €PEKTUBHICTIHO.



A writer such as Tiabbi is an artist. In addition to telling a
compelling story, marshaling facts and presenting them logically,
he must write in a way that is interesting to read. A traditional
translator shares these objectives. The best of translations have
attempted to reproduce the style, the lyricism, the poetry of the
original.

My objective is simpler: to make Tiabbi's text intelligible to a
foreign reader. This means overcoming deficiencies in the
automated translation process. It also means explaining cultural
references that Tiabbi assumes will be familiar to an American —
but will not be to a foreigner. Most readers of the dual-language
text will have some knowledge of English. If it is strong enough,
they can bathe in the beauty of Tiabbi's original text, turning to the
translation only for clarification.

My technique takes advantage of the online medium. Following
the American red-blue convention, | put the names of left-leaning
media in blue and right-leaning in red. Tiabbi makes extensive
use of colloquial English, not all of which translates well.
Understanding Tiabbi's story requires some familiarity with
American culture and politics. | put words that did not translate
well, or need an explanation, in green, and follow them with an
explanation, also in green and in parentheses, using simple words
that | expect will translate well.

Translation errors differ depending on the target language. In this
instance | have used Russian to judge what translates badly. In
my experience, Ukrainian and Russian translation errors are
usually similar, so what works for a Russian reader will usually be
useful to a Ukrainian reader. Slavic languages generally do not
translate as well as Western European languages. Therefore, the
use of Russian for this purpose seems to offer the optimal trade-
off between completeness and efficiency.

Page -3-



£ cnogisatocs, WO ue pobutb TekcT Tiabbi B Liniomy
yutabenbHUM MoBoto. OgHak noABiMHUIA MOBHUI NiAXia o3Havae,
LLO YMTay 3aBXaM Mae OCTyN 4O OpUriHanbHOI aHrMiNCbLKOT MOBW
SIK pE3epPBHOrO0.

Tiab6i BMKOHYyE MancTepHy poboTy 3 HagaHHS rinepnocuaHb Ha
nigTPUMKy CBOET icTopii. Lie Moxxe ByTn HenpoCcTMM ans Toro, XTo
He roOBOPUTb aHrTiNCLKOK MOBO: AN LIbOro NOTPIBHO nepenTu
3a NOCUNaHHAM Ta nepegaTu Bce, WO 3'sIBUTbCS Y Nepeknagaya.
£ BkNtoYao po3ain B KiHLUi LLbOro JOKYMEHTa 3 AY>Ke KOPOTKUM
0OroBOpPEHHAM AESIKMX TEPMIHIB, MOHATb Ta CKOPOYEHb, NPO SIKi
Tiab6i ovikye, WO YnTadi 3HAOTb.



It is my hope that this makes Tiabbi's text generally readable in
the target language. However, the dual language approach means
that a reader always has access to the original English as a
fallback.

Tiabbi does a masterful job of providing hyperlinks to support his
story. These can be somewhat daunting for a non-English
speaker: it requires following the link and dropping whatever
shows up into a translator. | include a section at the end of this
document with a very short discussion of some of the terms,
concepts and abbreviations that Tiabbi expects readers to know.
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1. HoBumn npoekr: Untitledgate

I yvomy Russiagate - me sixk Deflategate

MeTT Tanb6i16 kBiTHA 2019 poky

[NpumiTka YnTavam:

Hate Inc. 3aBepLleHO ( MOYHITH 3BIACK , SKLLO BU MPONYCTUNM LE).
BiH BMIAe Ha nonuuax i3 He3HaYHUMK 3MiIHAMK Y XKOBTHI,

ony6nikoBaHi ABO Knuramu . Mi3Hiwe uen xxe Bugaseub nyobnikye
APYKOBaHi Bepcil «bisHec-cekpemu HapKomukiey» ( gKi BU MoxeTe

NpoYUTaTU TYT ) .


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/new-project-untitledgate
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/introduction-the-fairway
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.orbooks.com/catalog/hate-inc/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/authors-note-and-preface-the-business-secrets-of-drug-dealing
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/authors-note-and-preface-the-business-secrets-of-drug-dealing

1. New project: Untitledgate

And why Russiagate is like Deflategate

Matt Taibbi Apr 16, 2019

Note to readers:

Hate Inc. is completed (start from here, if you missed it). It will be
out on shelves with minor alterations in October, published by OR
Books. The same publisher will later be publishing hard copies of
The Business Secrets of Drug-Dealing (which you can read here).
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£ 6oposcs gocuTb 6arato, Lo pobutn gani Ha uboMy npocTopi. A
noyas npautoBaTh Hag OOHUM HAPaTUBHUM MPOEKTOM Y JIOTOMY,
NOTIM Hag iHWKM Y 6epesHi.

HapeLuTi, Kinbka TWXHIB TOMy, Nicnsa 3anncy Ha nigctaHuii, «
Pocisrent - ue 3M3 Lboro nokoniHHa (36posi MacoBoro
3HULLEHHS) », MeHe BUKNMKkana B Fox News KOnuLIHSA penopTepka
3a 60 xseusnuH Jlapa JloraH. Lle npm3eeno go HoBoi igei.

CyTb koMeHTaps JloraHa nonsirana B Tomy, wo 6yno sce gobpe i
nobpe nucatu Npo aekinbka peyen, ski 3MI nomunanucsa Ha
Russiagate , ane npo iHwy, w06 3pobuTtn BCcebivuHe
po3cnigyBaHHs cnpasu. Lle o3Havae, Wwo penoptep 3 nibepanbHoi
TOYKM 30pYy, AK Rolling Stone , Hikonu Tyau He noige.

Lle cnpaBeonmeum momeHT. OTXe, rpa Ha. A npoBeay ue
po3acnigyBaHHs.

HasBa Lboro NpoeKkTy - 3anoBHIOBaY. A gogam CnpaBxHIo, sIK
TiNbKN 9 BUKONaK JOCTaTHBO, WO6 3HATK, 3 YUM MU TYT MAEMO
crnpasy.

B ocTtaHHi Kinbka pokiB Russiagate B3siB Ha MeHe ocobucTy Ta
NCMXONOriYHY cnpaey, i 1 HaBiTb He ayxe nokpue Le! Kinbka
paHHIX KOMEeHTapiB, LLIO BUCIOBMOBANW ckentuumam 0o " PornniHe
CmoyH", i 0QVH BENVKUIA HAPUC Y LIbOMY MPOCTOPI KiflbKa TUKHIB
TOMY nepemMornmn Maimxke yHiBepcanbHy npesvpcTBO Korer,
3gaBanocs 6, HENPUTOMHICTb Ha KabenbHUX Ta pagiocTaHuUiaX, ae
S Konucb ByB NOCTIHWUM rocTeM, | BUKNUKana perynspHi
3BUHYBaYeHHS. (Big NOMITUYHUX Ta MeAIMHUX AiaviB) - 6yTu
POCINCbKMM WnuryHom. Lle 6yno ansa noyatky.

Bce BuweckasaHe 4yaoBo. HixTo, XTo xo4e gpysiB, He NOBMHEH
3anmaTuch Lieto poboToro. CnpaexHa CTypOOBaHICTb, SKY
BMCrOBMOBaB Russiagate , nongrana B TOMY, LUO Lie 3MYyCU0
MeHe TypbyBaTucs, Lo S BTpavato posyMm.


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/russiagate-is-wmd-times-a-million
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/russiagate-is-wmd-times-a-million
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/the-russia-story-reaches-a-crisis-point-121429/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/the-russia-story-reaches-a-crisis-point-121429/

| struggled quite a bit over what to do next in this space. | started
working on one narrative project in February, then another in
March.

Finally, a few weeks ago, after the Substack entry, “Russiagate is
this generation’s WMD _(Weapons of Mass Destruction),” | got
called out on Fox News by former 60 Minutes reporter Lara
Logan. This led to a new idea.

The gist of Logan’s comment was, it was all well and good to write
about a few things the media got wrong on Russiagate, but
another to do the job of fully investigating the case. The
implication was a reporter from a liberal outlet like Rolling Stone
would never go there.

It's a fair point. So, game on. I'll do that investigation.

The title of this project is a placeholder. I'll add a real one once |
do enough digging to know what we’re dealing with here.

In the last few years, Russiagate has taken a personal and
psychological toll on me, and | haven’t even really covered it! A
few early commentary pieces expressing skepticism in Rolling
Stone and one big essay in this space a few weeks ago won the
near-universal scorn of colleagues, a seeming blackout on cable
and radio stations where | once was a regular guest, and spurred
regular accusations (from political and media figures both) of
being a Russian spy. That was for starters.

All of the above is fine. No one who wants friends should go into
this job. The real concern Russiagate posed was that it caused
me to worry | was losing my mind.
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Maike Tpu poku BinbLUICTb MOIX KONer 3gaBanocsi NEBHUM Y
YOMYCb, LLIO MEHi CroYaTKy YepBOHiNo. BoHn BBaxanu, Lo
HoHanbg Tpamn 6yB BcTaHOBNeHUN y binomy gomi BHacnigok
XUTpOro, 6araTopivyHOro 3a2080py PO LWNUIYHCTBO B CTUNI
kaHOudama Ha MaHb4Y)XypcbKy kaHOudamypy, B sikomy 3 MockBu
OyB BignpaBneHun WaHTaxkHun Tpamn, wob 3ryéuTtn Hac
3cepeguHu. Po3nosiai, HauieHi Ha KOH'IOHKTYpY, Ha KwTanT Ocb
18 npuyuH, yomy Tpammn Moxe bymu pocilicbKUM aKmugoM ,
panToM CTanu 3BU4HUMM SIBULLLAMM B TOProBUX TOYKaX, Takux K
Washington Post .

Lls icTopia 6yna HacTinbkn ManornMoBIpHO, LLIO 9 BBaXas, Lo
XXypHanictam 3HagobuTbes BOBidi Ginblue 3BU4anHoro
nigTBepAXeHHs, Wob 3anponoHyBaTw ii nydniyHo. HaTomicTb im,
3gaBarnocs, NoTpibHO HabaraTo MeHLe, HiX 3Bn4YarHa cyma. A
noyas 4yTu Big ntogen B 6isHeci npo Te, Wo Tam 6arato 3HAYHUX
LUenoTiB, ane nigkpecntoym Li Kasku.

OgfHieto 3 Tem, SIKy 1 HAMaraBcsi HArosIoCUTK, € Te, WO BiNbLWICTb
3MOB Big0yBa€eTbCA Ha BigkpuToMy noBiTpi. NMpobnema 6araTbox
CEepMo3HMX hopM KopynLii nonarae He B TOMY, LLIO BOHU
TPUMalOTbCA B CEKPETI, ane BOHU BUAMMI BCIM i HIKOro He
LiKaBNATb.

Hanpwuknag, po i nicng kpaxy 2008 poky, y 6yaAb-koMy Hanpsmky
MOXHa BUSBUTU po3ranyeHy cuctemHy dpiHaHCcoBY Kopynuito. Bu
TaKkoX MoXeTe 3anTn B Mamxe Byab-AKy OKPY>KHY OyAiBnto Mo BCin
KpaiHi i 3HanTK gokasun LwaxpancTaa.

BaHku Ta IxHi topMaNYHI PipMK 3 NUTaHb BUKYMY OOBri POKK
aomaranmncst BUCENEeHHS Ha OCHOBI NMigpo6rneHnx JOKYMEHTIB,
nignucaHux podoToto. Bee, Wwo Bam noTpibHO Byno 3pobuTu, wob
3HaWTKU 3N0YUH, Byno goHecTn Ao Byab-AKOT OKPYXHOI
peecTpaTypyu CNUCOK OCHOBHUX hanbLUMBUX «CTapLUNX
KePiBHUKIB», AIKI MignMcany TUCAYi iHWNX Oin Woao BUKYNYy («
Ninga MpiH » - Lue npuknaga), i BU MoxeTe 3HauTU BUKPUBREHE
BMCENEHHS. CripaBa.


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/columnists/mcdermott-if-trump-isn-t-a-kremlin-asset-he-s/article_3d34a186-0204-55ee-8b62-8ee911e61565.html
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/here-are-18-reasons-why-trump-could-be-a-russian-asset/2019/01/13/45b1b250-174f-11e9-88fe-f9f77a3bcb6c_story.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.browardpalmbeach.com/news/heres-the-powerpoint-that-made-june-clarkson-theresa-edwards-and-robo-signing-infamous-6442815https:/www.browardpalmbeach.com/news/heres-the-powerpoint-that-made-june-clarkson-theresa-edwards-and-robo-signing-infamous-6442815

For nearly three years, most of my colleagues seemed certain
about something that to me looked riddled with holes at first blush.
They believed Donald Trump had been installed in the White
House as a result of a devious, years-long Manchurian Candidate
style espionage plot in which a blackmailed Trump had been sent
from Moscow to ruin us from within. Conjecture-ridden stories like
Here are 18 Reasons Trump Could Be a Russian Asset were
suddenly commonplace in outlets like the Washington Post.

This story was so unlikely on its face that | thought reporters
would need twice the usual amount of confirmation to suggest it in
public. Instead, they seemed to need far less than the usual
amount. | started to hear from people in the business that there
was a significant amount of off-the-record whispering buttressing
these tales.

One of the themes I've tried to emphasize is most conspiracies
happen in the open. The problem with many serious forms of
corruption isn’t that they’re kept secret, but they're visible to
everyone and no one cares.

For instance, before and after the 2008 crash, you could find
rampant systemic financial corruption in any direction. You could
also walk into almost any county courthouse across the country
and find evidence of fraud.

Banks and their “foreclosure mill” law firms for years sought
evictions on the basis of phony, “robo-signed” documents. All you
had to do to find crime was bring to any county record office a list
of the major fake “senior executives” who’d signed thousands of
other foreclosure actions (“Linda Green” is an example) and you
could find a bent eviction case.
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MpoTsrom 6araTbOX POKIB Lie CNPUYMHANO BUKUOAHHS NO4EN i3
CBOIX JOMIBOK Ha OCHOBI (POPMU CUCTEMATUYHOI BpexHi. Tum He
MEHLL, 3BEPHEHHSA CTArHEHHS Byno cknagHWM i HygHUM, TOMY
nogen B OCHOBHOMY He xBuntoBarno. Komnasii, siki nobyaysanu
LI0 CUCTEMY LLAXpancTea, BPELUTi-peLuT 3’aCyBannch i HaBiTb
CMOHYKanu BU3HaTH, WO BOHM pobunu B Aesikux Bunagkax, ane im
Oyno foseoneHo Bectn BisHec 6e3 KpUMiHaANbHUX NoKapaHb.

Ha min gocsig, Tak BUrnsigatoTbe 3MOBW. [OTYXKHI akTOpu HE XO4yTb
OGpaTn y4acTb y ClOXXeTax 3 NaLLo Ta KMHAXKAroMm, OCKifbKM iM B
OCHOBHOMY LIbOro He NOTPibHO. BOHM MOXyTb KpacTtu Ta
po3KpadaTu Ha BigKPUTOMY MOBITPi, OCKINbKM rPOMaAChKiCTb abo
HaaTo He3auikaBneHa, abo 6e3cunbHa pearyBaTim.

€ BMHATKM, OOWH 3 SIKUX S HATPanuB, XXMBY4YM 32 KOPAOHOM.
HanpwukiHui BepecHs 1999 poky Bogi aBTobyca B pOCiiCbKOMY
MiCTi PA3aHb NOMITUB Nigo3piny MaluvHy, sika 3ynuHanacs nepes
Xutnoeum OygmHkoM. BiH cnocTepiraB, sik 4BOE YONOBIKIB HECYTb
Milkn go nig'isgy éyaisni.

BiH noa3BoHMB noniuencbknm, siki 3Hanwnmn 6nmnseko 300 dyHTIB
PiAKICHOro BiNCbKOBOIro BMOYXiBKW MNif HA3BOKO rekcareH y nigsani.
Micuesa Bnaga BnBesna BMOyxiBKy B MWNi Big MicTa Ta nigipeana
1. HoBun npem'ep-miHictp Bonogumup lMNyTiH po3noyas BilHY
NpoTuN YeuHi HaCTYMHOro AHs.

Bce ue Bigbynoca B KOHTEKCTi cepii cmepTenbHUX BUbyxiB Ha
kBapTupax y Mocksi Ta HaBkono Hei, aki ypag MyTiHa
3BWHYBavyBaB Yy YeuveHusax. [ins pocisH ui Bubyxm 6ynmn cxoxi 3a
HaLiOHaNbHUM NCUXOMOriYHUM BNIMBOM Ha BUOYXM 11 BepecHs.

Ha Toi yac rapsiya KoHcnipaTuMBHa YyTKa nondarana B TOMy, LWO Nig
yac 3HellkogkeHHsa 6omou B Psa3aHi micueBi noniuencbki BUSBUNU
Aokasu, Wwo Bnbyxieky Tam posmictuna ®CB, HacTynHa areHuis
KOB. |gesa nonarana B Tomy, wo ypsag MNyTiHa Hamaraecs
nigipBaTy BNacHUX rpomMagsH, Wwob Bunpasgat No4YaTok BiHN.


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2000-jan-15-mn-54302-story.html
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For years, this caused people to be tossed out of their homes
based on a form of systematic perjury. Still, foreclosure was
complex and boring, so people mostly didn’t care. The companies
that built this fraud system were eventually found out, and even
induced to admit what they’d done in some cases, but were
allowed to stay in business without criminal penalties.

In my experience this is what conspiracies look like. Powerful
actors are disinclined to engage in cloak-and-dagger plots
because they mostly don’t have to. They can steal and embezzle
out in the open, because the public is either too disinterested or
impotent to respond.

There are exceptions, one of which | ran into while living abroad.
In late September of 1999 a bus driver in the Russian city of
Ryazan spotted a suspicious car stopping in front of a residential
building. He watched two men carry sacks into the building
entrance.

He called the cops, who found about 300 pounds of a rare military
explosive called hexagen in the basement. Local authorities took
the explosives a mile out of town and detonated it. The new Prime
Minister, Vladimir Putin, launched a war against Chechnya the
next day.

This all took place in the context of a series of deadly apartment
bombings in and around Moscow, which Putin’s government
blamed on the Chechens. For Russians, these bombings were
similar in national psychological impact to the 9/11 bombing.

The hot conspiratorial rumor at the time was that in the process of
defusing the Ryazan bomb, local cops uncovered evidence the
explosives had been placed there by the FSB, the KGB’s
successor agency. The idea was, the Putin government had tried
to blow up its own citizens to justify the launch of war.
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A B Tom yac xmB y Mocksi i MaB 4py3iB Yy pOCINUCBKin Npeci,
BKIMOYAOUM OeSKUX KpaLux MyKpakepiB kpaiHu (kypHanicTis-
poscnigysadis) , ki 6yny BNeBHeHI, Wo ue 3pobus MyTiH. A
AyMaB, Lo BOHU BOXeBINbHI. Lis Teopis 3gaBanacst 4y»X03eMHOI0
HaBIiTb 32 POCINCLKUMN MipKaMMU.

Ane Moi pocinceki konern 6ynu Hanonernuei, i He3abapom ycinski
dakTn NPOKNATTS, OILINHO NIATBEPIKEHI / BU3HAHI OEPXaBolo,
novanu 3'asnatucd. PCb He nuwe nybnivyHO niaTBepamnna posnb y
iHUMAOeHTI B PasaHi (BOHM 3asBUnK, WO Le " HaBYaHHA "), ane n
pag penopTepis, Aki poscnigysanu PssaHb, 3akiH4nnmca
nobutumm abo BOUTMMK, B TOMY YMCHi OBOX, SIKUX 51 3HAB
ocobucTo.

OauH 3 HMX ByB KONWLWHIK Hoeoi 2azemu aci penopTep i YneH
napriaMmeHTy B KiHueBoMmy nigcymky KOpin Schekochikin , Big sikoro
S 4aCTO PaJMIUCS Ha iHLWIKX iCTOPIlt B AeB'aHOCTUX pokax. Moro
B6unn B 2003 poui. BiH o4dontoBaB napnameHTCbKY KOMICito 3
po3acnigyBaHHs1 BUDYXIB.

£ goci He 3Hato, WO gymMaTu 3 UbOoro NpmMBoAy, ane iHUMOeHT B
Psa3aHni OyB ronoBHMM ypOKOM HE CKMAATW XXOOHY iCTOPItO TiNbKn
TOMy, WO Ue 3By4nTb 6e3rny3go. Ak ckazaB MeHi OOUH i3 MOIX
pocincbkmx opysis-penopTepis, «Hasitb ntogn y PCH
nepernagatTb 3aHaaTo 6araTto dinbmiB». IHWKMMKM crnioBamu, B
LbOMY CBITi Ay»xe 6arato AypocTi, i pi3HOMaHITHICTb A0ro nnatlis-
KMHOpKaniB icHye, cepeq iHWoro, Tomy o 6arato waxpai
yaBnal0Tb cebe poMaHTUYHUMKU doirypamm i He 4OCUTb PO3YMHI,
Wo6 HyaHi KopynuinHi JisHHA B6ynun HyaHUMK (3po6iThb IXHI noraxi
Ail Heuikasi) .

Y BUNagky 3 UMM NpoekToM 4 Hasmeato rnoro Untitledgate, ockinbku
iHdopmalii BCce e HegoCcTaTHbO, Wob AaTtv NOMY OCTaTOYHY
Ha3By.
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I was living in Moscow at the time and had friends in the Russian
press, including some of the country’s top muckrakers
(investigative reporters), who were convinced Putin had done it. |
thought they were crazy. The theory seemed outlandish even by
Russian standards.

But my Russian colleagues were insistent, and soon all sorts of
damning facts officially confirmed/conceded by the state began
rolling in. Not only did the FSB publicly confirm a role in the
Ryazan incident (they said it was a “training exercise”) but a
number of reporters who investigated Ryazan ended up beaten or
killed, including two | knew personally.

One was former Novaya Gazeta ace reporter and eventual
parliament member Yuri Schekochikin, from whom I'd frequently
asked advice on other stories in the nineties. He was
assassinated in 2003. He had been heading a parliamentary
commission to investigate the bombings.

| still don’t know what to think about that case, but the Ryazan
incident was a major lesson not to discount any story just because
it sounds preposterous on its face. As one of my Russian reporter
friends told me, “Even people in the FSB watch too many movies.”
In other words, there is a lot of stupidity in this world, and the
cloak-and-dagger variety of it does exist, among other things
because many crooks imagine themselves romantic figures and
are not smart enough to keep their corrupt acts boring (make their
bad actions uninteresting).

In the case of this project, I'm calling it Untitledgate because
information is still too lacking to give it a definitive name.
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A He 3Hato, um kaska "Tpamn-Pocia" - ue MibkHapogHa 3MoBa, sika
HaneXHUM YMHOM No3Ha4veHa "Pocrenrent" , ym Le Hacnpasgi
OinblLLIe CXOXMIA Ha ckaHaan 3i CNoCTEePEXEHHAM, KU
pecnybnikaHui HasnBaoTb " LLUnuryHToM" , ab0o SIKLWIO Ue HaBiTb
LLIOCb OYpPHILIE, MOXIMBO, MacoBe NCUXOreHHe MacoBe
NOPOAXEHHS XBOPOOY, M1 NOBUHHI HAa3BaTW LLOCb Ha KWTanT
Reportergate .

ManbyTHe 3arofioBOK L€l KHUIMKM 3BOOMUTLCSA 4O OAHOrO NMUTaHHS:
npo Lwo, Ao bica, us icropia?

>KogHa icTopist He Ma€e ceHCy, NOKN BN He Oi3HaEeTecs, sk BOHa
no4yanacs, i M1 BCe e He 3HAEMO LIbOro.

Poku Tomy, nig npucTyn NikeTy, 9 BUPILUMB 3arngHyTy B
cnoptuBHUI ckaHgan Deflategate (Y doytboni He BucTayae TUCKy)
. Ak ypogkeHelb BbocToHa Ta naTpioTiB, BUCBITNIEHHA cnpasn y
3MI 3B0oaMNO MeHe 3 po3ymy. A He 3HaB, 4YM BapTO 06yptoBaTUCA
Hag MasKoK MOei ynibneHol koMaHan, Ui BCTynaTu B Nnayv Hag
MM, Wob min kny6 pigHoro micta 6yB LIaxpaem.

CONOBHUM YMHOM, Lie Byno TOMy, LLIO OCHOBHE NPaBMWIO 3BiTHOCTI
Oyno nopyleHo 6rM3bKO AecaTka pasiB Ha OeHb.

A HasuBato ue npasunom PoHa BypryHaii: Kinbkicme ekcriepmis,
SIKUX 8U Maeme 83smu Ha criiebecidy, nepw HiX 8u 3aMoxxeme
ompumamu 0os8ipy 00 mexHi4Hoi memu, 0bepHeHO nporopuitiHa
8aWoOMy PiBHIO HE3HAHHSI.

ToX AKLO BY LLLOCb TPOXW 3HAETE NPO TEMY, BU MOXeTe NiTu 3
iHTEPB'I0, MOXINBO, TPbOX-YOTUPBLOX EKCMNEePTIB. AKLLO BK
abCoNIOTHO HIYOro He 3HaeTe, Lie NOBUHHO ByTn BinbLue, 9K
AeCATb-N'ATHAQUATb.

A nepexus e, KonvM noyas BUCBITNIOBaTN Yonn-cTpiT. Konu MmeHi
[0BeNnocs nucaTy Npo CBOMMU KpeauTiB 3a 3aMoBYyBaHHAM, CDO
Ta iHWi piHaHCOBI IHCTPYMEHTHU, A 3HaB HYyIb.
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I don’t know if the Trump-Russia tale is an international conspiracy
that has appropriately been tabbed Russiagate, or if it's actually
more like the surveillance scandal the Republicans call Spygate,
or if it's even something dumber, maybe a media-generated mass
psychogenic illness we should call something like Reportergate.

The future title of this book comes down to one question: what the
hell is this story?

No story makes sense until you know how it started, and we still
don’t know that here.

Years ago, in a fit of pique, | decided to look into the sports
scandal Deflategate (The football has not enough pressure). As a
Boston native and Patriots fan, media coverage of the case was
driving me crazy. | didn’t know whether to get outraged over a
smear of my favorite team, or go into mourning over my
hometown club being cheaters.

Mainly, this was because a basic reporting rule was being violated
about a dozen times a day.

| call it the Ron Burgundy rule: The number of experts you have to
interview before you can be credible on a technical topic is in
inverse proportion to your level of ignorance.

So if you know a little something about a subject, you can get
away with interviewing maybe three or four experts. If you know
absolutely nothing, it should be more like ten or fifteen.

I went through this when | started covering Wall Street. When |

had to write about credit default swaps and CDOs and other
financial instruments, | knew zero.
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€au1Hui cnocid novyeaTucs B 6Ge3newi nig Yac BUKOHAHHS Takol
po6oTK - e AKLWO BM ONUTYETE TOHY ntogen. | Bu novyBaeTech
crpaBgi BNEBHEHO NuyLUE TOAI, KON NOYMHAETE CryxaTu OAHY i Ty
X ICTOpItO 3HOBY i 3HOBY.

Tomy nepen CynepkybKoM s oNnUTyBaB TOHY EKCNEPTIB LLOAO
TUCKY NOBITPS Ta iHLWNX TAEMHUYMX HAYKOBUX MUTaHb, LLO
OOMIHYIOTb Y Lin icTopii. MeHi goBenocsa Bnbaumtucs 3a Te, Wwo
BTpaTUN Yac Takux nogen. lctopia, aky s nucas, ane Hikonu He
nogasas, MiCTUB ABa BiAMOBW: Npo Te, Wo 9 3 bocToHa, i ue:

Lle, 6e3 cymHiBy, Hanrnymiwa ictopisi, Hag AKOK s KonnM-Hebyab
npautoBas.

3 TOYKM 30pY (HaCKINbKM OypHa LA Kaska) , 4 TakoX BUCBITNIOBaB
FOHKY MiLLKIB NPOCTUTYTOK Y MOCKBI, MOCTAHOBKY TeaTpy-KroyHa
«[oH [xoBaHHi» Ta HeBgany cnpoby (Hacnpaeai He ayxe
6nusbka cnpoba) nobus pekopa NHHeca Ans HanMbINbLWOI Yy CBITI
nipamign 3 KPULLIKOLO ...

A 6yny yecHoto: mMnboko BcepeavHi 1 cnogieaecs, WO Bignosigi,
SKi 1 OTpMMaB, 3BiflbHUTb NATPIOTIB.

Liboro He ctanocs. A 3akiHYMB ONUTYBaHHS GrIM3bKO N'ATHAAUATH
pi3HMX NpocdbecopiB 3 yciei kpaiHu. [eski po3saxanucs, Wo nicng
OaraTbOoX pOKiB BaXKKOI iIHTENEKTYyarnbHOI npaui ys ictopia
HaauxHyna A3BiHKa penopTtepa.

OaunH npodhecop HagicnaB MeHi Taku BeCEnuin enekTPoHHUIN
TINCT:

"ToxomXXeHHs Kopy NOLUMPHOETBLCA Yepes Te, Lo Kyna HayKoBO-
HerpamMoOTHUX rMNyxapiB He BaKLMHYOTb CBOIX A4iTel, CMOKIHOBUN
nuct Jopna-PpaHka ctae nobictamm 3 KOHFPECMEHAMU B KULLIEHI,
OCKifTbKM rPOMaACbKiCTb 3aHAATO YMCleHHa (He B 3MO3i 3pobutun
apumeTurky), Wwob niknysaTncs. abo HaBiTb NOMITUTH, | OCTAHHSA
B CBITi CrnipaBkHs nycrensa (HesalnmMaHa npupoga) , BiakpuTum
OKeaH, 3HaxoauTbCA Ha pybatodi KniMaTuU4Hi 3MiHKW, B TON Yac sk
Halli NpeaCcTaBHMKKN 3asBMSA0Tb NPO KiMaTUYHY HayKy SK NigcTyn.

"Ane o60B'A3KOBO, 3anMTanTe MeHe NPO 3aKOH NPO iaeanbHUN ras
[ana DeflateGate | ..."

£ 3annTaB Moro Npo 3akoH MNpOo igearnbHUi ras.

Bignosigi, siki 1 oTpMMaB Bifg HbOro Ta iHWKX, Bynun NocnNigOBHUMM.
ATmocdepHi ymoBM Ha oyTOONbHIN rpi B XONO4HY norogy, MoXxHa

12



The only way to feel safe when doing such work is if you interview
a ton of people. And you only feel really confident if you start
hearing the same story over and over again.

So before the Super Bowl, | surveyed a ton of experts about air
pressure and the other arcane scientific questions dominating the
story. | had to apologize for wasting the time of such folks. The
story | wrote but never filed contained two disclaimers: that | was
from Boston, and this:

This is without a doubt the dumbest story I've ever worked on.

For perspective (how stupid this tale is), I've also covered a
prostitute sack-race in Moscow, a clown-theater production of
“‘Don Giovanni,” and a failed attempt (a not-even-close attempt,
actually) to break the Guinness record for world’s largest bottle-
cap pyramid...

I'll be honest: deep inside, | hoped that the answers | got would
exonerate the Patriots.

That didn’t happen. | ended up surveying about fifteen different
professors from all over the country. Some were amusingly pissed
that after many years of hard intellectual labor, this was the story
that inspired a call from a reporter.

One professor sent me the following hilarious email:

“Measles is spreading because a bunch of scientifically-illiterate
dumbasses won't vaccinate their kids, the fig leaf of Dodd-Frank is
getting trimmed by lobbyists with congressmen in their pockets
because the public is too innumerate(unable to do arithmetic) to
care or even notice, and the world's last remaining true wilderness
(unspoiled nature) , the open ocean, is on the climate-change
chopping block while our representatives declare climate-science
a hoax.
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OYiKyBaTW, TPOXU 3HMXKYIOTb M'AYi, ane He cusibHo. NonoBnHa
dyHTa Ha kBagpaTHun atovim (PSI) ctaHoBuNa npnbnmnsHO HUXKHIN
KiHeLb cnekTpy, a Tpoxu Ginbwe 1 PSI - BUCOKMI KiHELb.

OgHa BignoBsigb BYEHOro B Aepxasi, Wo He € HoBoto AHrnieto, B
3Ha4Hin Mipi nigcymyBsarna noro:

"AKWwo npunycTuTn [ mym suknrodaemscs bazamo rpornosuuid 3
WiTbHO20 XXapaoHy | ... BUXOOS4YM 3 LUX OLIHOK, 51 He ByB 6un
34MBOBaHMWI 3MEHLLEHHAM 6a30Boro piBHs Ha 1 PSI".

Konwn s oTpmmas Ui Bignosiai, s1 Bce LWe npautoBas 3a
NPUNYLWEeHHAM, CIPUYUHEHUM EOUHUM NOMUIKOBUM DaHHBOO
gonosiga ESPN, npoco4yeHo aHOHIMHUMW YNHOBHUKAMM Niru
(icHye HeMMoOBIpHa KinbKicTb Napanenen mix Deflategate i
Russiagate gk HOBUHHUMM siBULLAMK), Wo dyToonm MNeTca Oynu
cnyLweHunin ggoma uinumm PSI.

Tox Te, Npo WO 51 Ai3HaBCA, HEe TiNbKN He 3BINIbHNNO NaTpioTiB
(cbyTBonbHa komanga boctoHa) , ane HacTIMHO nigkasarno, Wwo
BOHM Nigpo6nsaoTb cBOI hyTOONN (OBamMbLHI Kyi) .

£ OyB y cepeanHi HanncaHHSA Tiel rHITIOYOT icTopIl, Konn
ProFootballTalk (ronoBHUn nncbmeHHUK Mank dnopio BBakas
MaTpioTiB Hauieto HEHaBUCHUKOM) BUNLLIOB i3 iCTOPIEIO 3
NOCUNAHHAM Ha [Keperio, B SKOMY CKa3aHo, o (hakTuyHa
HefooujiHka onmx4ye oo 1 PSI, Hix 2 PSI.
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“But sure, ask me about the ideal gas law [for DeflateGate]...”
| asked him about the Ideal Gas Law.

The answers | got, from him and others, were consistent.
Atmospheric conditions at a cold-weather football game could be
expected to deflate balls a little, but not much. Half a pound per
square inch (PSI) was about the lower end of the spectrum, and
slightly over 1 PSI the high end.

One answer from a scientist in a non-New England state pretty
much summed it up:

“If we assume [many sentences of dense jargon excluded here]...
based on these estimates, | wouldn’t be surprised by a decrease
in the ballpark of 1 PSI.”

When | got those answers, | was still operating under the
assumption, caused by a single erroneous early ESPN report
leaked by anonymous league officials (there is an incredible
number of parallels between Deflategate and Russiagate as news
phenomena) that the Pats’ footballs had been deflated by two
whole PSI.

So what | learned not only did not exonerate the Patriots (Boston
football team), it strongly suggested they’d tampered with their
footballs (oval balls).

| was in the middle of writing up that depressing story when
ProFootballTalk (whose chief writer Mike Florio was thought by
Patriots Nation to be a hater) came out with a story citing a source
saying the actual under-inflation was closer to 1 PSI than 2 PSI.

Page-13-


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2016/03/03/espn-finally-admits-a-deflategate-mistake-but-theres-still-plenty-to-address/?utm_term=.d0345fd546aa
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/01/25/nfl-bears-plenty-of-blame-for-deflategate/

£ 36mpaBcs nepenucaty Lo (4nd MeHe) Beceny iCcTopito, Konu s
3YNMUHUBCH, 3pPO3YMIBLUN, LLIO KNHOYOBOT iHpopMaLlil He BUCTa4ae.
£ NOHATTA He MaB, YOMY XTOCb BUPILLMB B NEPLLY Yepry BUMIPATH
dyToonu.

Byno 6nu13bko M’ATK pi3HMX iCTOpIN, SKi AoCnigXyBanu
CrnopTCMeHMU. BinbLwicTb i3 HUX 3'ABMNAcsA APYKOM Yy TOMY YK
iHLLOMY MiCLi.

Cnouartky nosigomnsanocs, wo Kontc (komaHga bantimopa)
NiHiMHMI 3axmucHuK ['Keenn [)KeKCoH, sikuii nepexonue nepesarn
Bpewngi, BiguyB M'a4 3aHaaTo M'akum. lisHiwe [JXeKcoH 30MB Lo
TEOopIto . IHWa Bepcisa icTopil nonsarana B TOMY, LLO YOMOBIK 3
obnagHaHHAM Colts, skomy [>KeKCOH Bpy4MB M'sY, BBaXxas, LLIO
BiH 3aHAATO M'AKWM , WO BUKNUKANO BUNPOOyBaHHS.

TpeTboto Bepcieto icTopii 6yB Bantimop BopoHis, niksigosaHui
MaTtpioTamu 3a TMXKAEHb OO TOro, sik Binovs KonbTc, 11106
nepesipuTn Kyni.

YeTBepTun BapiaHT po3nosigi 6yB TuM, sikuin HanbinbLue
TypOyBaB. Kasanu, wo y KonbTiB gecb 3'aBunacs iHpopmadis npo
nepenodbavyBaHi npobnemu 3 anbcudikalieto NaTpioTiB Lwe
MicAUAMUM paHille, HaBiTb Nepepn rpoto B perynspHOMy CE30Hi Ha
11 TvkHI B IHAiaHanonici.

3rigHo 3 UMM 3BITOM, SIKMIA 9 TAKOX 3aKiHYMB CryxaTu Bid oxkepena
nirn, KonbTtc BUsiBMB (pyTOOMBHI NATPiOTV NOKPUTUMMK " NINMKOO
peyvoBuMHOW " Ta "rybkoto", konm 6esneka Maika Agamca
nepexonuna gsa M'adi bpengi B uin rpi 11 TvxkHA. MNMisHiwe Kontu
Has3Banu HeBka3aHe " GanakaHvHKM " HaBKOMO niru, WO BKa3yBasno
Ha Te, Lo NPaKTUKN NaTpIioTiB NigpobNATLCS SK iHLLI KOMaHOMW.

£ He po3ymiB, YOMY TaKy «HeBKa3aHy» 6anakaHuHy He MOXHa
Oyno «yTOYHUTU» Tenep, KONu Le cTano HauioHanbHOK MaHieto
ckaHgany, ane ue 6yno 4ocTaTHbO, Wob 3MyCUTN MeHE 3pobunTun

nayasy.

14


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000462315/article/colts-dqwell-jackson-i-didnt-know-football-had-less-pressure
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap3000000462315/article/colts-dqwell-jackson-i-didnt-know-football-had-less-pressure
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/01/20/deflated-ball-investigation-began-after-colts-interception/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/01/20/deflated-ball-investigation-began-after-colts-interception/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/bal-documents-indicate-ravens-warned-colts-about-patriots-deflated-footballs-last-postseason-20150804-story.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://static.nfl.com/static/content/public/photo/2015/05/06/0ap3000000491381.pdf
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://static.nfl.com/static/content/public/photo/2015/05/06/0ap3000000491381.pdf
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://static.nfl.com/static/content/public/photo/2015/05/06/0ap3000000491381.pdf

| was about to rewrite that (to me) cheerier story, when | stopped,
realizing a key piece of information was missing. | had no idea
why someone had decided to measure the footballs in the first
place.

There were about five different stories sportswriters were
examining. Most of these eventually appeared in print in one place
or another.

Initially it was reported Colts (Baltimore team) linebacker D’Qwell
Jackson, who’d intercepted a Brady pass, had felt the ball to be
too soft. Jackson later shot that theory down. Another version of
the story was that the Colts equipment man to whom Jackson
handed the ball felt it was too soft, triggering the test.

A third version of the story was the Baltimore Ravens, eliminated
by the Patriots the week before, had tipped off the Colts to check
the balls.

The fourth version of the story was the one that was most
bothersome. It was said the Colts had information from
somewhere about alleged tampering issues by the Patriots even
months before, even ahead of a regular-season game in week 11
at Indianapolis.

According to that report, which | also ended up hearing from a
league source, the Colts found the Patriots’ footballs to be coated
in a “tacky substance” and “spongy” when safety Mike Adams
intercepted two Brady balls in that week 11 game. The Colts later
cited unspecified “chatter” around the league indicating the
Patriots’ tampering practices were known to other teams.

| didn’t understand why that “unspecified” chatter couldn’t be
“specified” now that this had become a national scandal-mania,
but it was enough to make me pause.
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3a ogHuM cueHapiem, " ednantrent" - e ictopis npo Kontis Ta
BopoH, aki BUNagkoBvM YHOM BUPILLMNW NPOBECTU NEPEBIPKY Ha
dyTOONBLHI NATPIOTK, MOXMIMBO, 3@ 3HAHHSIMW, XTO B Ni3i YN NpeCi
He Gyde po3yMHMM, LWO6 3po3yMiTH, WO XONogHi dyTéonu
NPUPOLAHMM YNHOM BTpa4valoTb TUCK NOBITPS.

B iHLWin Bepcil, XTOCb HacnpaB4i MaB 3aKoHHY NiaAcTaBy
nigosptoBatu MNaTpioTiB y TOMY, L0 BOHK pobunu wock iddi oo
nepesipKkn Kysb.

PisHnua mixx umumMm gBoma Bepcisamu ictopii 6yna 4oCuTb BENUKOLO.
Mo-nepuwe, " Oecdnantrent" 6ys aBapieto i aBapieto 3acobis
MacoBol iHpopmaLii. [pyra Bepciq - Le npuHaiMHi NOTEHLINHO
peanbHa icTopiss o6MaHy. MeHi Hikonu He Bganocs posibpaTtucs,
Lo 6yno 4Mm, Xxo4a, YeCHO Kaxy4u, 1 He ay>xe CTapaBCs.

A posnosigato Lo abcypaHy icTopito, Wwob 3asHaumTy, LWo
HEMOXIMBO 3HaTH, ik obpamyBaTh Oyab-Ky iCTOPIt0, NOKM He
Ji3HaewWcs il NOXO4XKEeHHS.

Hednant , 9k 6u ue 6yno abcypaHo, B KiHLEBOMY NiACYMKY MaB
GaraTo TUX XXe XapakTepuCTuK, Wo i Russiagate , sik megia-asuie.
Lls icTopisa Takox Oyna cnpyynHeHa BuTokamm 3 "odiniiHmx"
axepen, aesiki 3 AKMX BUSIBUNUCA NpaBAvBUMUI, a OEsKi AyXe.

YacTtkoBo 4epes ue Deflategate , sik i PocrevrenT , 3a3HaBaB
perynspHux rinepBeHTUNALINHUX HaAMIPHUX 3BITIB Ta rpyoux
nomMunok . by HaBiTb ogMH Npo Te, Wwo npauisHuk "MaTtpiotn "
BpyYaB cyadi HecaHKLioHoBaHu 6an , icTopis, ska npu3eena ao,
MOXXITMBO, NEPLUOT B iCTOPIi Mepexi: penopTep BMNpaBMB BIacHOIo
Kosiery B npsiMmomy eqoipi.

Takox B npeci byna WnpoKo nompeHa HagMipHa peakuis, sk,
Hanpuknag, MOMEHT, KOS KOMULLHIN 3aXMCHUK Mapk BpyHenn
KpuM4yaB no Tenesi3opy Npo TYyry Bif YCbOro Lboro.
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Under one scenario, Deflategate was a story about the Colts and
Ravens randomly deciding to spring a check on the Patriots’
footballs, perhaps in the knowledge no one in the league or the
press would be smart enough to realize cold footballs naturally
lose air pressure.

In another version, someone actually had a legit reason to suspect
the Patriots of doing something iffy prior to checking the balls.

The difference between those two versions of the story was pretty
large. In the first, Deflategate was a hoax and media train wreck.
The second version is at least potentially a real cheating story. |
was never able to sort out what was what, although to be honest, |
didn’t try very hard.

| tell this absurd story to point out that it's impossible to know how
to frame any story until you know its origin.

Deflategate, absurd as it was, ended up having a lot of the same
characteristics as Russiagate, as a media phenomenon anyway.
The story was similarly driven by leaks from “official” sources,
some of which turned out to be true and some of which very much
did not.

In part because of that, Deflategate, just like Russiagate, was
plagued by regular hyperventilating over-reports and gross errors.
There was even one about a Patriots employee handing an
unapproved ball to a referee, a story that led to maybe a first in
network history: a reporter correcting his own colleague on live
TV.

There was also widespread overreaction in the press, like for
instance the moment when former quarterback Mark Brunell cried
on TV about the anguish of it all.
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Ane ronoBHa CXOXiCTb i€l AYPHOT iCTOpIT 3 HECKIHYEHHO BinbLu
CEpPNO3HOIO CnpaBoto « PocisireT» - Lie NUTaHHS NPO NOXOAXXEHHS:
MU BCE LLie HEe 3HAaEMO, SIK BOHO No4anocs.

A BXXe HeoiLiMHO LWyKato Pocrenr yxxe mamxke Tpu poKMu.
BinbLwicTb i3 UbOro crocysanacs nepernagy onybnikoBaHMX HOBUH
Ta NOBTOPHOrO iHTEPB'I0 3 Ha3BaHUMM Jxepenamu, Wob
no6aunTn, Ym oTpMManu 4 Ti X Bignosigi, Wwo 1 opuriHasnbHi
penopTepu.

[esiki icTopil BUXoamnu Tak camo, ane 6ararto iHLKX, SK,
Hanpuknag, 4acTto uMToBaHa Kaska npo Kamnadito Tpamna, wo
BTpy4anacsi CTBOPUTMK «NPOPOCINCLKY» nnaTdopmy B
PecnybnikaHCbKi HalioHanbHiN KOHBEHLT, Nig Yac nepernagy
JaBanu pisHi po3nosig.

IcTopis, sika CTBOPIOE HaMBINbLU LWMPOKY ANCNEPCIto, - Lie Te, AK
po3noyanocs poscnigysaHHs ®BP. OdiuinHo poscnigysaHHs PBEP
i3 KpMYYLLIOKO Ha3Bow " YparaH nepexpecHol BOrH " posno4vasnocs
31 nunHsa 2016 poky i 6yno BMKNMKaHe nigo3pamu woao
3any4eHHs CBOro yacy pagHuka 3 nuTaHb 30BHILLHBOT MNOMITUKN
Tpamna Dxopoxa Nanagonynoca (Skoro ogHe m4Xepeno KamnaHii
Tpamna Ha3Bano MeHi "He piBHUM" XrionN4YMK-kaBa ”).

Y Uuin icTopii 9 BXXe 3HaMLWOB HU3KY Aip. € AaHi Nnpo Te, WO gKecb
posacnigyBaHHs doiryp agMmiHicTpadii Tpamna - BKIoYaroun He
nuwe Managonynoca Ta nofibHux ekc-meHeaxepa kamnanii Nona
ManadbopTa, ane n reHepana Maiikna ®niHa - TpmBano,
MOXITMBO, Ha NIBPOKY paHille, HiXX NOBigOMISANOCS, i, MOXINBO,
HaBIiTb paHille, HiX L.

LLlo a BXe gisHaBcs 3 Lboro npusoay, dyae npegMeTom
ManbyTHbOro neporo po3ainy. OcHoBHa npobnema iHbopmauii
3HOBY CXOXa Ha Bny4Hy crnpasy Jednantrenr . Lie kypsaye-aeyHe
nuTaHHA. Yn Byna 3akoHHa npuymnHa novaTtn 36mupatu gaHi npo
kamnanito Tpamna Ta 1i "nocunaxHHa" Ha Pocito, un ue 6yno
pO3CnigyBaHHA y noLuykax NpuyYnH?
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But the main similarity of that silly story to the infinitely more
serious Russiagate affair is the origin issue: we just don’t know
how it started, still.

I've been informally looking into Russiagate for almost three years
now. Most of this has involved going over published news stories
and re-interviewing named sources, to see if | got the same
answers as the original reporters.

Some stories came up the same, but many others, like for
instance the oft-cited tale about the Trump campaign intervening
to create a “pro-Russian” platform at the Republican National
Convention, produced different narratives upon review.

The story that produces the widest variance is the one about how
the FBI investigation began. Officially, the FBI’s goofily-named
“Crossfire Hurricane” investigation began on July 31, 2016, and
was spurred by suspicions involving onetime Trump foreign policy
advisor George Papadopoulos (whom one Trump campaign
source described to me as a “not-even-a-coffee-boy”).

I've already found a number of holes in that story. There’s
evidence that some kind of investigation of Trump administration
figures — including not just Papadopoulos and the likes of ex-
campaign manager Paul Manafort, but also General Michael Flynn
— was going on perhaps six months earlier than has been
reported, and probably even earlier than that.

What I've already found out on that score will be the subject of the
coming first chapter. The basic problem of the information is again
similar to the maddening Deflategate affair. It's a chicken-egg
issue. Was there a legitimate reason to start collecting data on the
Trump campaign and its “links” to Russia, or was it an
investigation in search of reasons?
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" Pocigarent " - ogHa 3 BeNUKNUX TaEMHULb Cy4acHoCTi. bes
CYMHIBY, BiH NepeTBOPMBCH Ha OAWNH 3 HAMOUBOBWKHILLIUX i
HeBMNpaBAaHMX Megdia-nosigoMneHb. A 6yay getansHO
po3bupaTtucs B LboMy. Bxxe 3po3ymino, Lo OCHOBHI opraHisauii
HOBWH Bynn HaBMUCHO NigdaHi gesiHpopmauii HAHIWHIMK Ta
KOMULLHIMM CUNOBMKAMM, SKi HEHANEXHNUM YMHOM BHecnu cebe y
BHYTPILLHIO NOSITUKY 6e3npeueneHTHO.

YUucneHHi icTopil, siki 1 nepernsigas, MOXIIMBO, HaBiTb O6ynu
BMHaMAeHi oNToM (BKNOYaKUM Kinbka iCTopin, SKi HiIGUTo
cTocyBanuch iHpopmauii, po3pobneHoi iHo3eMHUMHK
cneucnyxbtamm).

TyT TakoXX MOXXe ByTK iCTOpis NPO Te, Ik NeBHi HE 30BCIM NeranbHi
dopMUM CNOCTEPENKEHHS € Binbll PYTUHHUMMK B AMepULi, HiXXK Ham
oyno npugymaHo. Cnpobu npmuxoBaTty Lo BinbLl LWMPOKY
peanbHiCTb, MOXIMBO, 3irpanu NeBHy ponb Y AesaKnX nyonivyHnx
AesiHdopMauisix Woao Lboro KOHKPETHOro BUNaaKy.

HapewwTi, moxe BigbyTucsi X)KOpCTOKE YM TPMBOXKHE NOBEAiHKA 3
GoKy ntogen y Ta HaBKoMo KaMmnaHii Tpamna, Wwo CNpUYnNHUO
YecHy, SKWOo HaaMipHY peakuito Bnagn. bescymHiBHO, LWOCh
CMPOBOKYBArio paHHin paa 3anuTiB. Ane Hes3arnexHo Bif Toro, Lo
wo - mo €, He Byra NOBHICTIO PO3KpUTA.

A 6yay amBuTnCAa Ha BCe Ue, | 8 crnogiBatocs , LWo yntadi byayTb
OOBIPATU TOMY , LLIO 9 BUKOMNATK 3 TiEl MPOCTOI MPUYUHK , LLO A He
0CcOobnNMBO XBUIIOE LA iCTOPIS B KIHLLEBOMY PaxyHKY , CKOPOYEHHS
ans abo npotu (ue gobpe yn noraHo Ans) Jonanbg Tpamn, 3a
abo nNpoTu gemMokpariB, 3a 4M NPoTH cnyxo6 6esneku.

£ He dhaHaT Tpamna - s Hanucae NPO HbOrO KHUTY NiJ HA3BOK
[pe3udeHm knoyHa Insane . A1 TakoxX rmmboKo Nigo3poto
aMepUKaHCbKUX Ta OpUTaHCbKMX AisdiB po3BiakK, SKi, 30a€TbCS,
Oynu knroyoBMMK prepenammu baratbox HoBUH Russiagate .
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“‘Russiagate” is one of the great mysteries of modern times.
Without question it developed into one of the most bizarre and
inexcusable media messes ever. I'll be getting into that in some
detail. It’s already clear major news organizations were
intentionally fed disinformation by current and former security
officials, who improperly inserted themselves into domestic politics
on an unprecedented scale.

Numerous stories I've looked at may even have been invented
wholesale (including several stories that supposedly involved
information developed by foreign intelligence services).

There may also be a story here about how certain not-quite-legal
forms of surveillance are more routine in America than we have
been led to imagine. Attempts to conceal this wider reality may
have played a role in some of the public misinformation about this
specific case.

Lastly, there may have been malfeasance or troubling behavior on
the part of people in and around the Trump campaign that
triggered an honest, if overzealous, response by authorities.
Undoubtedly something triggered an early series of inquiries. But
whatever that something is, hasn’t been fully disclosed.

I’'m going to look at all of this, and | hope readers will trust what |
dig up for the simple reason that | don’t particularly care whether
this story ultimately cuts for or against (is good or bad for) Donald
Trump, for or against Democrats, for or against the security
services.

I’m no fan of Trump — | wrote a book about him called Insane
Clown President. | also have a deep suspicion of the American
and British intelligence figures who appear to have been key
sources behind many of the Russiagate news stories.
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Lle HOBMHHa icTOpIs, HA AKY A NIAO3PHOLO, LLIO HIXTO HE Xo4e
BUXOANTK B echip NOBHICTIO. AK MK, WwBKnaLle 3a Bce, Ai3HAaEMOCb,
konwu pgonosigb Mionnepa 6yae onybnikoBaHa, 6yab-sike
poscnigyBaHHa [JoHanbaa Tpamna, UMOBIPHO, AacTb HU3KY
HenpueMHoI iHdopMaLii Npo Npe3naeHTa. Ane TakoX € BKa3iBKK
Ha Te, WO acneKkTu Liel iCTopil MOXYTb 36EHTEXUTN NPpeaCTaBHUKIB
degepanbHOro NpaBoOOXOPOHHOIO Ta pPO3BiAyBasribHOro TUNy, ki
AecatuniTTamm Gynun Koneramm sik reHepanbHOro nNpokypopa
Binna bappa, Tak i cneynpokypopa Pobepta Mionnepa.

3 Ui€i NpNYMHM 8 He odiKyBaB, LLIO MOBHUIN OENOMiTU30BaHWn
BUKNag Ui€l icTopii 3'ssBUTbCA B Oyab-SKi BENUKIN HOBUHHIN
opraHisauii. Tinbkn TON, XTO Mae po3kill Hebanayxmx, XTo
obpaxaeTbCsa Ha iICTOpIt0, MOXe O4ikyBaTH, W06 NoBigOMUTN NPO
Lo piv y NOBHOMY 06CA3i.

MeHi Bce oaHo. [NepLunin BHecok (rnaea) npubnusHo vyepes
TUWXKOEHb.
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This is a news story that | suspect no one wants aired out in full.
As we’'ll likely find out when the Mueller report is released, any
investigation of Donald Trump will likely yield reams of
embarrassing information about the President. But there are also
indications that aspects of this story may ultimately be
embarrassing to federal law enforcement and intelligence officials
of the type who for decades have been colleagues to both
Attorney General Bill Barr and Special Prosecutor Robert Mueller.

For this reason, | wouldn’t expect a full, depoliticized account of
this story to appear in any large mainstream news organization.
Only someone who has the luxury of not caring who takes offense
to the story can be expected to report this thing out in full.

| don’t care. First installment (chapter) in about a week.
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2. Russiagate 6yB xxypHanictom QAnon

(yvactuHa 1)

¥ 3BiTi MoJsuiepa BUAHO: TPH POKHM BUCBITJIEHHS
HOBHUH 0yJiM 00:KeBLIbHOI0 TEOPi€r0 3MOBH (IepeaMoBa
Untitledgate)

MeTT Tanb6i24 ksiTHa 2019 poky

Brings Closure to:

3ayesaxme yumaydam: Hazuealme ue 080CK/1ad080t0
nepedmosoro Untitledgate . Y nepwiti 2nagi Halbrnux4yum 4acom
tidembCs NpoO 8UMOKU pO3cridysaHHs, ane s e8axas, Wo Mae
ceHc nepeansadamu donoeidb Mronnepa. 3 ub020 sunugarms
OesiKi 8UCHOBKU.

OcTtaTto4yHe ooKpOBEHHS, sike Byrno po3miweHe Ha gHi " MUELLER
DAY" , 6yno HauioHanbHOK Ha43BUYaNHOW CUTyaLieo 4ns
BiNbLIOCTI HOBMHHUX OpraHisauin.
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2. Russiagate was journalist QAnon (Part

1)

The Mueller report reveals: three years of news
coverage was insane conspiracy theory (Untitledgate
preface)

Matt TaibbiApr 24, 2019

Brings Closure to:

Note to readers: call this a two-part preface to Untitledgate.
Chapter One, coming soon, is about the origins of the
investigation, but | thought it made sense to go through the
Mueller report now that’s out. Some conclusions follow.

The final revelation, tabbed MUELLER DAY, was a national
emergency for most news organizations.
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BinbLWiCTb KOXHOrO penopTepa Ta pegakropa 3 npodginem
BiOKNMKanu noanHy Ha 6apukagax BpaHui 18 kBiTHS, * | Yekanw,
konn 6ombapaytoTe 6GoMoM.

KoxxHa pagiocTaHuia Ta kabenbHa CTaHLUis, OCHOBHa raseta Ta
iHTepHeT-MargaHuYuK NepenLLnn y pexxum aBapin, opamatypria B
CTapin LWKOMi, B K KOXXeH NpauiBHMK KaBW roTyeTbes, Wwob
nepenatu 6esnepepBHUn MapaddOHCLKUIN KOHTEHT Mpo
HaNBa)KIMBILLY iCTOPItO icTopIl.

Uun HapewTi HapoanTb naHay Bedyyud (dinsm) ? Yn oxuse
HemoBns [xeccika nicnsa 56 roguH nig konoassb? Yn MoxyTb
OyTu 3BYKM XUTTS BCepeauHi 3aToHynoro Kypcobka?

30BCiM HegaBHO: 4M cnpaBdi BCi "noBaHi" iHopmauiiHi 3acobu
AMepuKn BuTpadanm 22-x nnc Micaui, rynaoodm Npo3opy Teopito
3MOBW, MOSIMBLLMCbH Brofioc 3a KOMULIHLOro HavanbHuka 6P,
wob BpATyBaTK iX Big [oHanbaa Tpamna, SK KynbTUCTK, SAKi
OuiKylOTb Npoxoay Ao HebecHux BopiT Ha Xenni-bonni KomeTta?

locnopapi kabeniB 3anHANN MicUS HA HAA3BUYAMHO BEMUKMX
Habopax, Wwob YekaTn CBALLEHHOro JoKyMeHTa. BiH yxBanutb
pilweHHsa woao Tpamna, niaTBepaANTb POKN OCTAaTOYHOIO
BUCBITNEHHA Ta HagacTb A03BiN 3anMwnTi 3eMnto B Knaci Ta
3aKiHYNTU eBOMOLINHUI piBEHb NIOANHN.

Y CNN 6yno npeacrasneHe 6e3rny3ae BiCiM YOMOBIK , YNeHU
skoro 6ynu 3asganerigb posntoveHi. KomeHtatopu nepebyBatoTb
y MOBHOMY PEXUMI APOCTi 3 24 6epesHs, KOnu 31 3aBXan
OpexyH Ta reHepanbHuin Npokypop binn bapp (k1 y He3py4HOCTI
po3noBgiai Bxxe 30 pokiB € 6rm3bknummn apy3samm 3i CeHT-PobepTom

Mionnepom ) Hagicnanu kopoTku et KoHrpecy. 3moBa npo
3aKiHYeHHS Npe3ndeHTCTBa.
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Most every reporter and editor with profile was recalled to man
barricades on the morning of April the 18th,* and await the
bombshell of bombshells.

Every broadcast and cable station, major newspaper, and online
outlet went into crash mode, an old-school newsroom drama in
which every employee coffees up to deliver nonstop marathon
content about the Most Important Story In History.

Will the Anchorman (movie) panda finally give birth? Will Baby
Jessica come up alive after 56 hours down a well? Could there be
sounds of life inside the sunken Kursk?

More recently: did America’s entire “respectable” news media
really spend 22-plus months humping a transparent conspiracy
theory, praying out loud for a former FBI chief to save them from
Donald Trump, like cultists awaiting passage to Heaven’s Gate on
the Hale-Bopp Comet?

Cable hosts took places on extra-large sets to await the sacred
document. It would pass judgment on Trump, validate years of
fulminating coverage, and grant permission to leave Classroom
Earth and graduate the Human Evolutionary Level.

CNN featured a preposterous eight-person panel, whose
members were furious in advance. Commentators had been in full
rage mode since March 24th, when evil always-liar and Attorney
General Bill Barr (who in a narrative inconvenience has been
close friends with St. Robert Mueller for 30 years) sent a brief
letter to Congress dashing hopes for a Presidency-ending
conspiracy.
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Te, wo Tak 3BaHe "nuct bappa" 6yno " nigpobkoro ", i 3pagHULbKa
OGpexHs - " 6earny3ga ", sk ckasas ko Ckapbopo, - 6yno
npunHaTo 6e3 cymHiBiB y koMepuinHux 3MI. Lie 6yno BusHaHo
NONITUYHUM SOKYMEHTOM i 3aTPUMYE TakTUKY, MOKNUKaHy Aatu
LaHyBanbHKkam Tpamna Yac HakpydyBaTu pedi 4o TOoro, sk
3'ABMTbCA CNpaBXHSA nNpaBaa.

Emouiq, gka 3apagkana naHenbs CNN BpaHui 18-ro poky, 6yna
NMOMITHOI pivYto (Lock ayxe Bpaxaroye) . [NpodecinHi megia-
[isdi, yna poboTa - nNiaTpMMyBaTK NPOXONOAHY rofoBY B 30HAX
BilHW, NPUPOAHNX CTUXINHMX JNINX, PO3CTPINax LWKOMNAPIB Ta iHLWKNX
XaxnmBuKXx cueHax - Oynum NoOMITHO MOXUTHYTI, MOAONAHI
NnoegHaHHSIM CNOAIBAHOIO OYiKyBaHHSA Ta NPEBEHTUBHOMO
00ypeHHs.

BoHu 6ynu poantoyeHi, bapp HaBiTb 3annaHyBae npec-
KOH(pepeHLito, po3noyeHnn 3 NpUBoaY peaakLin, SKMX BOHU Lue
He Gaunnu, i HaBiTb Oyp4yar Yepe3 HEMPaBOMIPHOCTI, sIKi BOHM HE
Manu 6 i HaMeHLWoro BKasiBKM, siK, Hanpuknag, Tpamn abo bapp,
LLIO CTBEPIKYIOTb BUKOHABYMI NPUBINEN.

"Ocb BaxnMBa piy - Npo Te, Lo MK He 3HaeMOo", - Bigpizana Jlopa
KoyTc, topnamnyHmi ananituk CNN , Ha Temy npumsineis.

"Xo4a M1 3HaemMo Noro ocobmucTum nornag”, - ckasas Begy4uui
bxoH KiHr. "Mu 3Haemo ocobuctum nornsaa binna bappa Ha gyxe
CUNbHY, BUKOHaBYy Bnagy".

"[yxe cunbHWI", - ckazana ctapLuni NosiTMYHMI aHaniTuk Mnopis
Boprep.

"Oyxe cunbHO", - norogunacs kopecnoHaeHT daHa baw, agxe
HiKONMn He MOXHa maTu 3aHaaTo b6araTo noaen Ha TenekaHani, Wwo
NOro4KYTbCH MNPO LWOCh, WO 3a Kiflbka XBUITMH BUSIBUTLCS HE Tak.

BoHu npogosxyBanu mipkysatu, Wwo Tpamn 4y Bapp MoxXyTb
cnpobyBaTu BiAMOBUTUCH Bif NPYBINEiB BUKOHABYOI Bfiagm LWoao
Ain enoxun kamnaHii. Koytc Hanonsrae Barr «kpatue 6yt B 3M03i
NOSACHUTUY , AKLLO BiH NaHyBaB 3pobutn wo .
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That the so-called “Barr letter” was a “fake” and a treacherous lie
— “meaningless” as Joe Scarborough put it — was accepted
without question across commercial media. It was deemed a
political document and delaying tactic, designed to give Trump
fans time to spin things before the real truth came out.

The emotion charging the CNN panel the morning of the 18th was
a thing to behold (something very impressive). Professional media
figures — whose job is keeping a cool head in war zones, natural
disaster areas, shootings of school children, and other horrific
scenes — were visibly shaken, overcome with a mix of hopeful
anticipation and pre-emptive outrage.

They were furious Barr even planned a press conference, angry
about redactions they hadn’t yet seen, and even seething over
improprieties they hadn’t the slightest indication had or would
occur, like Trump or Barr asserting executive privilege.

“Here’s the important thing about — about what we don’t know,”
snapped Laura Coates, CNN’s legal analyst, on the privilege
subject.

“‘We know his personal view, though,” said anchor John King. “We
know Bill Barr’s personal view on a very strong, executive power.”

“Very strong,” said senior political analyst Gloria Borger.

“Very strong,” agreed correspondent Dana Bash, because you
can never have too many people on a cable news set agreeing
about something that in just a few minutes will turn out to be
wrong.

They went on to speculate that Trump or Barr might try to assert

executive privilege over campaign-era actions. Coates insisted
Barr “better be able to explain” if he was planning to do that.
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"Kopu Bykep Tenep He morna BumaraTu Ninbri Ha BUKOHaBYy
cnyx6y, Kamana Xappic, it ByTTirir, BOHM HE € Npe3ngeHToM
CnonyyeHux LUTaTiB", - 3agaBuna BoHa.

Hag Ha MSNBC «PaHok xxo» Scarborough, Mika Bxe3iHCbkui i
Binni Geist 6ynu B noBHOMY cenesiHui (ayxe 3nui) Hag
BUpiLeHHAM Bapp npo NpoBeAeHHs NpUTUCKHY (rpec -
KoHpepeHLin) go suxoay 3BiTy, a HE nicnga. Lle cnoHykano
Ckapbopo nepeocMncnnTi paMmkn BUKOHaB4Yol Bnagu. "Le
34a€eTbCA OMBHUM, LLO B Lien MOMeHT pe3naeHToBi cnig
BnbpaTn, Wwob BnbpaTtn (Matm MOXNUBICTL 0BpaTK) CBOroO
BSf1IACHOro reHnpokypopa", - ypouncTo ckasas BiH.

Bca cueHna aBnsna coboro MiKpOKOCM OCTaHHIX POKIB BUCBITNEHHS:
Ge3nepepBHa cnekynsuis, XMTnvBa, BIOKPUTO 3BMHYBaYvyBaribHa
no3unuisi, MakcumarbHO 3fi MOTUBW, NPUMMUCYBaHI HE3HAYHUM LiSM,
AOMOBINEHICTb NPO LWBUAKMIA KPOK Y BCbOMY (0c0bnmBo 6e3mexHa
3paga npes3ngeHTa), He 4onycKa4m MOXITMBOCTI CipUX panoHiB,
BOPOXICTb A0 NPOCTOT AYMKU, LLO po3cnigyBaHHs Mionnepa moxe
BMSBUTM Tpamna Ta noro cniBpobiTHMKIB NepeaBnbopHOI KamnaHii
HEBWHHNMW HaBIiTb HE ¥ BCbOMY, a NULLE B AEAKMUX peyax.

PenopTepun NOBUHHI ByTU UikaBilLMMK, HiX BKNageHMN
(3axonneHumn Bipoto) . Tomy 6arato 3 Hac niwnm B Lo poboTy,
TOMY LLO MU MOAINSEMO L0 0COBUCTICTb. MoniTUK, AKOro BU JAaBHO
3axonnBannck, byB cniiMaHuin Ha 3axONeHHi Ta i
astoctonis? LlikaBo! AHTUBOEHHY MONOBUHKY, SIKY BM 3HaNM
pokamu, noMiTunNu Ha odicHin Bedvipui Lockheed-Martin, a notim
nporonocysanu 3a NOBTOPHY aBTopu3adito F-35? Lle He 3ByunTb
npaBuNbHO, ane gaeante nepeBipnmo. YactnHa pobotn nondrae
B TOMY, OO HiKONKU He niknyBaTucsa Npo Te, wob 6yTn BneBHEHUM
Yy YOMYCb, NPUHaVMHI, He B poboumnn vac.
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“Cory Booker couldn’t now claim executive privilege, Kamala
Harris, Pete Buttigieg, they’re not the president of the United
States,” she declaimed.

Over on MSNBC, “Morning Joe” Scarborough, Mika Brzezinski
and Willie Geist were in full spleen (very angry) over Barr’s
decision to hold a presser (press conference) before the release
of the report, instead of after. It prompted Scarborough to re-think
the framework of executive government. “It seems bizarre at this
point the President should get to pick (be able to select) his own
Attorney General,” he said solemnly.

The whole scene was a microcosm of the last years of coverage:
unhinged speculation, a flailing, openly accusatory posture,
maximally evil motives ascribed to insignificant actions, lockstep
agreement on everything (especially the limitless treason of the
president), no allowance for the possibility of gray areas, hostility
toward the mere suggestion that the Mueller investigation might
reveal Trump and his campaign staffers to be innocent, not even
of everything, but just some things.

Reporters are supposed to be more curious than invested
(captured by belief). That's why a lot of us went into this line of
work, because we share that personality quirk. A politician you
long admired has been caught capturing and eating hitchhikers?
Interesting! The antiwar pol you’ve known for years was spotted at
a Lockheed-Martin office party, then voted to reauthorize the F-
35?7 Doesn’t sound right, but let’'s check. Part of the job is to never
care enough to be certain of anything, at least not during business
hours.
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BusHavyanbHOK xapakTepuUCTUKOK npec-kopnycy « PocrenrenT»
OGyna Bu3HayeHicTb. Lle Bce 3Hano 3asganerigb, i KOXKHOro pasy,
KONMW BUSABMSANOCS HEBIPHMM, MPOCTO NEPEXOANIO A0 HACTYMHOrO,
o 3Hana. Hanpuknag, BpaHui 18-ro poky, nepLu HiXX BUXOOUTH
3BIT, MW gi3Hanucs, Wo nNpuBinen BUKOHABYOI BNagmn HiKONMN He
3aTBepoxyBaBcd. Tak foBro ([TpolwaHHsa) Ao YeproBoi Cynepeyku,
SIKOI Hikonn He Byro.

BoHu nepenwnun oo HacTynHOT BNEBHEHOCTI: MOBHWUI 3BIT Oyae
NiaTBEPAXKYBaTN POKN MiJO3P iICTUHHUMMU, NIATBEPAXKYHOUN BCI L
eMoLii, WO CTPUMYHOTbLCS.

"$1 BneBHeHa, WO BCi OX04Ye HaTMUCKaloTb KHOMKY OHOBIEHHS Ha
Beb-canTi MiHicTepcTBa tocTuuii", - rykHyna ctapwa
KopecnoHngeHTka binoro gomy CNN lNamena bpayH. "Ha gaHnin
MOMEHT MU MPOCTO AYXKE NparHeMo novatun YmtaTtun".

BoHu 6ynu rotosi nponut (BUKMHYTN) CBOI KOHTENnHepWU. BoHu
Oynu roTosi pokamu.

[NoTiMm BMIALLIOB 3BIT.

[Mo4HeMO 3 TOro, Wo He Micmumabcs Y 3BiTi cneu3axmcHuKa
Po6GepTta Mionnepa npo po3cnigyBaHHS BTPYYaHHS POCISH Y
npe3naeHTcbki BM6opn 2016 poky :

Hemae waHTaxy, xogHoro nnaHy Bonogumunpa lyTiHa
«NPUHANMHI M’ATK pokiB» BMxoByBaTh [oHanbaa Tpamna, He
BMMaraTu xabapa Ha CTO MiflbMOHIB Aonapis, 3anponoHOBaHOIoO
wedgom «PocHedTn» Iropem CeuiHom KapTepy Mengxy, i He
BiOyBaeTbCA «perynsipHoro obmiHy po3sigkoto» Mixk Pocieto i
Tpamnom , 9kui, 3a cnoBamn GPUTAHCBKOrO eKC-Cynep WnnryHa
Kpictohepa Crina, noigoMnsas nNpo AisSNbHICTb POCINCHKNX
onirapxis B AMepuui ans MNyTiHa, noymMHatoun WwoHarmeHwe 3 "8
pokKiB".
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The defining characteristic of the Russiagate press corps was
certainty. It knew everything in advance, and whenever it turned
out to be wrong, it just moved to the next thing it knew. On the
morning of the 18th, for instance, before the report came out, we
learned executive privilege was never asserted. So long
(Farewell) to another controversy that never was.

They moved to the next certainty: the full report would prove years
of suspicions true, validating all that pent-up emotion.

“I'm sure everyone is eagerly hitting the refresh button on the
Department of Justice Web site,” gushed CNN senior White
House correspondent Pamela Brown. “At this point, we're all just
very anxious to start reading.”

They were ready to shed (throw away) their containers. They’d
been ready for years.

Then the report came out.

Let’s start with what isn’t in Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s
Report on The Investigation Into Russian Interference In the 2016
Presidential Election:

There’s no blackmail, no plan by Vladimir Putin of “at least five
years” to cultivate Donald Trump, no hundred-million-dollar bribe
offered by Rosneft chief Igor Sechin to Carter Page, and no
“regular exchange” of intelligence between Russia and Trump,
who according to British ex-super spy Christopher Steele had
been informing on Russian oligarchs’ activities in America, for
Putin, dating back at least “8 years.”
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Apgokat Tpamna Marikn KoeH Takox He mae noi3gku go lMpary;
BiACYTHICTb ByAb-AKOro k8adurnpo-Kkeo (ue 0515 Ub020) , HIKUA
Tpamn "BigcTynae Big poCiNCbLKOro BTpyYaHHs B YKpaiHy" sk
Bnbopya kamnaHia B 06miH Ha BuTokn DNC (HagaHHA
HeCcaHKL,iOHOBaHOI iHbopMaLii Ans XKypHanicTiB) ; BiACYTHICTb
«nobpe po3BUHEHOI 3MOBWM MPO cniBnpauo» Mixx Pocieto Ta
kamnaHieto Tpamna, Lo Bukopuctosye lNengxa Ta iHWKX SK
nocepenHUKIB; i XXOOHMX "LUMPOKNX CeKcyarbHUX NOCNyr
[pocincbknx] nosin".

[MonucaTn cTpiyky (Bigeo , SK XKiHkK urinat € ) QinCHO OTpUMye
3ragka B gonosigi Mionnepa. Lle BuHocka 1395 poky i onucye
GisHecmeHa [xopaxi Puxinaase, akui kaxxe KoeHy, L0 BiH
"3yNMMHUB NOTIK CTPIYOK", Mi3HiLle Hanondarat4ym Ha Ccnigymx, Lo
"KoMnpoMeTytodi cTpivkn" 6ynu nigpodneHnmun. Ane ue Bce. 3 Unx
Ta iHWWX NUTaHb, WO CTOCYTLCA AOMIHYKOYOT TEeopii 3MOBK
OCTaHHIX TPbOX POKiB, Aonosiab Mionnepa € YiTkow Ta
OCTaTO4HOH.

Byne npoBefeHo Benvke 3ycunns 3i 38’3KiB 3 rpOMacChbKicTHO,
Hanonsirar4M Ha Tomy, Lo "pearnbHa icTopia" Becb Yac byna
Oesikor kKoMbiHaUie pocincbkoro BTpyvaHHsi Ta / abo
nepeLUKOM4XXaHHs crpaBeanuBocCTi. 3BU4anHO, y 4ONOBIAI € TOH,
akun Typbye, i aKWwo TM paHaT Tpamna, SKUM A He € i HIKONKu He
OyB, MOXITMBO, HaBITb AKMICb MaTepian, skuin onucye Mionnep,
Bpa3uTb Tebe. [JoHanba Tpamn, onucaHun y uboMy 3BiTi, € B
3Ha4HIN Mipi nepcoHaxkem, IKoro Mn odpe NO3HaNOMUIN:
HY>XOEHHWUI, KonuBanbHWI, HEBIrnac, ABHO HaCTIMbKN 3BUKMWUIA A0
XUTTS Yy BEpXiBUi NpMBaTHNX OpraHi3auin, Wo BiH HE MOXe
3PO3YMITK MOHATTA OOMEXEHHS NOBEAIHKM, SIK 3aKOH. 3peLuToro
BiH roBOpUTb T€, L0 HE CKka3as bBu1 NOMITUK 3 NOYYTTAM,
BUMarar4dmn «nosanbHoOCTI» Big ampekropa PBP, konu
KPMMiHanNbHUIN CkaH4an KpYXUTbCA HABKOMO HbOrO, CTOrHY4M
CBOEMY reHeparibHOMY NPOKypopy: «AK T Mir 4O3BONUTY Lie
ctatucs, bkedpd?» i: "Tn noBnHeH 6yB 3axncTnTn meHe!"
CnovaTKy pyM'siHeLb, WO HaWBINbLL KpUYYLLIMIA YPUBOK 3
IOPUANYHOT TOYKM 30pY Nepeabadvae anpekTnBy agBokata binoro
aomy [loH MakraHa:
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There is also no trip to Prague by Trump lawyer Michael Cohen;
no quid pro quo (this for that) of any kind, no Trump “sidelining
Russian intervention in Ukraine” as a campaign issue in exchange
for DNC leaks (providing unauthorized information to reporters) ;
no “well-developed conspiracy of cooperation” between Russia
and the Trump campaign using Page and others as
intermediaries; and no “extensive sexual services from [Russian]
prostitutes.”

The pee tape (video as women urinate) does get a mention in the
Mueller report. It's footnote 1395, and describes businessman
Giorgi Rtskhiladze telling Cohen he’d “stopped the flow of tapes,”
later insisting to investigators the “compromising tapes” were fake.
But that’s it. On these and other questions relevant to the
dominant conspiracy theory of the last three years, the Mueller
report is curt and definitive.

There will be a massive PR effort insisting the “real story” all along
was some combination of Russian interference and/or obstruction
of justice. Of course there is a ton in the report that is disturbing,
and if you’re a Trump fan, which I’'m not and never have been, it's
even possible that some of the material Mueller describes will
shock you. The Donald Trump described in this report is pretty
much the character we’ve come to know pretty well: a needy,
vacillating, ignoramus, clearly so used to life at the top of private-
sector organizations that he can’t understand the concept of
behavioral constraints like the law. Over and over he says things
no politician with sense would say, demanding “loyalty” from an
FBI director as a criminal scandal swirls around him, moaning to
his Attorney General, “How could you let this happen, Jeff?” and,
“You were supposed to protect me!” At first blush the most
damning passage from a legal perspective involves a directive to
White House Counsel Don McGahn:
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17 yepBHa 2017 poky npesnaeHT 3atenedoHysas Makl any
[oOoMy | HakasaB nomy 3aTtenegoHyBaTn BUKOHYHOUOMY
060B'sI3KN reHNPOoKypopa Ta ckasaTu, Wwo CneuianbHUi pagHuK
MaB KOHNIKT iHTEpECIB i NOro NOTPIGHO YCYHYTMW.

Cxoxe, B pearnbHin po3amosi Tpamn ckazaB Makrany: "lNog3BoHu
Popn [PoseHwTenH], ckaxn Poay, wo y Mionnepa KOHMMIKTY | He
Moxe 6ytn CneuianbHumM pagHukom". Misniwe, nicnsa suxony
ictopii New York Times npo noro Haka3 Maklrany, Tpamn
nonpocue Makl"aHa "cTBOpUTM NPOTOKOS, W06 3p03yMiT, L0
Npe3naeHT HiKoNKW He ckepoByBaB MakraHa 3BifIbHATH
CneujanbHoro 3axmcHuka". Ak 3pobue BucHoBok Mionnep, ue He
6yna 6yab-sika cTpaTeris npecu, ane "MMoBipHO, nepeabavana
TpuBaye po3cnigyBaHHA Ta Oyab-Ake NPOBaMKEHHS, O
BUMNNMBAE 3 HHOro", TOOTO AN Uinen CTBOPEHHA MOMUITKOBUX
3anuciB Anga cnigymx.

Y Oyob-sikoMy BMnagky, konn MaklaH BiglIToBXyBaBcs Big igel
CTBOPEHHS dhanbLUMBOI 3anncu, Tpamn rpas KapTy NpsMo 3
NnoYaTKoBOI LWKONW. "A Hikonu He Ka3aB" BOroHb ", - ckasaB BiH. "A
ckasaB crnoBo" BoroHb "?" (Tpamn He Gyae eanHNM NepcoHaxeM
Liel icTopil, SsKknn BAaeTbCa OO Uiei TakTukn). Bee ue, 3BuyaiiHo,
nNpsMo cynepeyunTb TOMy, Lo Tpamn ckasas nybnivHo Npo uewn
paxyHok: «®anbLumBi HOBUHMK, ntoawn. MNMigpobneHi HoBnHKM Tunosa
denkoBa HoBnHa New York Times ».

Y 6yab-sikomy iHLWOMY KOHTEKCTI (i, MabyTb, Yy OyAb-AKOro iHLIOro
npesungeHTa) ue, 6eaymoBHO, Byae nepeLukoaoo aons
cnpaBeanmnBOCTI. XTO 3HaE, Le BCe LWe MOoXe ByTun, TEXHIYHO.
OpHak 4, MoOXnNunBo, Mir 61 CicTu | nepepaxyBaTth TUCAYY peyen,
ski Tpamn 3pobuB abo ckasas, Lo € BinbLU CKaHAaNbHUMN, HiX
ue, Tum BinbLue, Wo, sik ckasae Mwonnep, He Oyno XXoaHNX OOKa3iB
"OCHOBHOrO 3ro4nHy". PiweHHa Mionnepa noctasutu bappy
NUTaHHA NPO NepeLLKoan, 3Hatouu, LWo BiH He Byae noro
nepecnigysaTu, CXOXe, CUITbHO FOBOPUTL MPO MOro OLHKY peLuTu
uiel ictopii, abo gk He-icTopito. Tpamny gosenocs He 6yTN BUHHUM
Yy «OCHOBOMOSOXHUX 3M04YNHAxX» Mawmxe oo abcypay Ans
Mtonnepa, kM 4OCUTb BUMOITIMBO CTaBMUBCA A0 iHLINX
nepcoHaxis uiei Tabnuui, Wwob BiaCcTOATM Big OBCTPYKTUBHOI
nosefiHku (a it 6yno HabaraTto BinbLue).
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On June 17, 2017, the President called McGahn at home and
directed him to call the Acting Attorney General and say that the
Special Counsel had conflicts of interest and must be removed.

It seems in actual conversation Trump said to McGahn, “Call Rod
[Rosenstein], tell Rod that Mueller has conflicts and can’t be the
Special Counsel.” Later, after a New York Times story reporting
on his order to McGahn came out, Trump asked McGahn “to
create a record to make clear the president never directed
McGahn to fire the Special Counsel.” As Mueller concluded, this
was not any kind of press strategy, but “likely contemplated the
ongoing investigation and any proceedings arising from it,” i.e. for
the purposes of creating a false record for investigators.

In any case, when McGahn pushed back on the idea of creating a
fake record, Trump played a card straight out of elementary
school. “I never said ‘fire,” he said. “Did | say the word ‘fire’?”
(Trump will not be the only character in this story to resort to this
tactic). All of this of course directly contradicts what Trump said
publicly about that account: “Fake news, folks. Fake news. A

typical New York Times fake news story.”

In any other context (and probably with any other president), this
would surely be obstruction of justice. Who knows, it may still be,
technically. However, | could probably sit down and list a thousand
things Trump has done or said that are more scandalous than this,
especially since, as Mueller put it, there was no evidence of an
“underlying crime.” Mueller’'s decision to punt the obstruction
question to Barr, knowing he wouldn’t pursue it, seems to speak
powerfully to his assessment of the rest of this story, or non-story
as it were. Trump had to be not guilty of “underlying crime” almost
to the point of absurdity for Mueller, who was pretty exacting with
other characters in this tableau, to stand down on the obstructive
behavior (and there was a lot more of it).
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IMAiymeHT Tpamna Wwoao nepeLlKogKaHHA po3CnigyBaHHI0
HEICHY04Oro 3MoYnHy - MabyTb, Nnepunin Ny6niYHUA ckaHgan noro
XUTTS, B SIKOMY BiH ByB cnpaBai HEBUHHUN, - ByB 61 HabiNbLLIOW
pivdto Amepumkun B 2019 poui (xapakTepHO 45151 CydacHol
AMepuKn) , Xoua Le 30aeTbCs ManonMoBipHMM . Lo GinbLu
nepeabavyBaHo - ue napag obypeHux giayis 3MI, wo BKasyTb
Ha Len po3ain 3BiTy Ta HanonsiralTb Ha TOMY, WO NOpPTpeT
Mtonnepa Tpamna nigTBepAXKye OCTaHHi Tpy poku BOXeBinns.

BoHu 6yayTb npocutu HacC irHopyBaTu ToM akT, WO NiaTeKkcT
TMUCHAY HOBUH, L0 aTyoTbes 22 micausamm (nigkpecneHi we 11
MmicsauiB abo 6nuabko nonepegHix ictopin go Mionnepa), 6ys
NPOPOYOI0 penirieto, 3aCHOBAHOK Ha ABOX OCHOBHMX BipyBaHHSX, i
Tenep SBHO AOBEAEHO NOMUITKOBUM.

Mepwwun - Tpamn 6yB BUHHNM Y «3MOBi». Lle Gyno crnoBo cnHbo-
cTatepu cnogobanocs gocuTb 4obpe , konu Le 6yno B Ha3Bi BOX
Pi3HMX HeunTabenbHUM MOMEHTarnbHUX-paMeH Hero - Mopk Tativc
OecTtcenepis, i konu BiH 3ragyetbca 10000 pa3 geHb Ha KaHanax ,
gk CNN i MSNBC . «KapTuHa pociincbkoi 3MOBM 3apa3s CTa€ B
ueHTpi yBaru! "YBiH4aB Kpic MeTTbioC MUHYNOI OCEHi, B TUNOBOMY
cermeHTi" Trump Watch " (akun Takox mir 6m HasnBatuca" KiHeub
Trump Watch ") .

Lle ©yno wie Toai, konu «3moBay» nocunanacs Ha neBHi NPOCTYMKK
3pagHuKa, sIKUA CKOPO CTaHe ekc-npe3ngeHTomMm. licns Toro, gk
Tpamn 6yB OronoLweHnn OYULLEHUM BiF "3MOBU" HEHABVCHM
Bappowm (bappom, sikoro HeHaBMAATE) , OCHOBHI TOProBi TOYKM
3pobunn 180 (NoBHICTO 0BepHyn1cs) , 3anepedvyoymn came
BMKOPWUCTAHHS LbOro TepmiHa.
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An impeachment of Trump for obstructing an investigation into a
non-existent crime — probably the first public scandal of his life in
which he’s been genuinely innocent — would be the most 2019
America thing (characteristic of modern America) ever, although it
seems unlikely. What's more predictable is a parade of outraged
media figures pointing to this section of the report and insisting
Mueller’s portrait of Trump validates the last three years of
insanity.

They'll be asking us to ignore the fact that that the subtext of
thousands of news stories dating back 22 months (buttressed by
another 11 months or so of pre-Mueller stories) was a prophetic
religion based on two core beliefs, both now clearly proven false.

The first was Trump being guilty of “collusion.” This was a word
blue-staters liked well enough when it was in the title of two
different unreadable instant-ramen New York Times bestsellers,
and when it was being mentioned 10,000 times a day on channels
like CNN and MSNBC. “The picture of Russian collusion is coming
into focus now!” crowed Chris Matthews last fall, in a typical
Trump Watch segment (which might as well have been called End
of Trump Watch).

That was back when “collusion” referred to the certain misdeeds
of a traitorous soon-to-be-ex-President. Once Trump was
pronounced cleared of “collusion” by the hated Barr (by Barr, who
is hated), mainstream outlets did a 180 (turned around
completely), denouncing the term’s very use.
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New York Times HaBiTb AaB MicLue KONUWHboMy areHTy OBEP
(komy we?) HactynHoro gHA nicns Buxoay 3BiTy Mionnepa, wob
nodacHuTU. OnepaTop cheuianbHoro areHta Awa PaHranna, skui,
3BMYarHoO, MaB rpacpik MofnoTKa Ta cepna, 3asiBuB, L0
cniBBigHeceHHs bappa 3 "3MoBor" (CeKpeTHUM 0BMIHOM
iHdbopmauieto ansa 3nux uinen) 3 "amoBow" (TaEMHUIA MnaH
3p0buTKM LWOoCk 3r10) Byno Npuknagom nigpyyHuKka BigomMoi
POCINCLKOT TakTUKK "iHdbOpMaUiNHOT BiNHK" nig Ha3Boto "
pedriekcMBHe yrnpasBiHHg .

MwuTTeBO ckasaBLum, WO He Byno 3moBu (06MiHY iHhopmaLieto)
cTasno He NPOCTO NMOMMUIIKOK, @ POCIliCbKOH iHGhopMaUitiHO0
giliHoto. MabyTb, LLIOMHO ONputogHEHa HOBMHA NPO Te, LWO HIKonu
He Gyno 3MoBW, HEe NpUIHANA - HaBiTb Npec-koHdepeHLii binna
Bappa 6ynu pociicbknumun onepatopamn (onepadiamu) . KonuiwHin
penaktop ®BP (nucbmeHHVK-AyMKa) NPOOOBXYBaB, HA CTOPIHKaXx
AONOBIAi, fKa LWOWHO BUTpayvana binbLly YacTuHy TpUpPIYHOT
ayanTopii rogyBaHHSIM JTIOXKOK dhanbLUMBOL ICTOpIE0, W06
HeipoHIYHO onncaTun "pedekcnBHNn KOHTPOMBL" SIK "KOpM [iHr] BaLw
CYNpOTUBHMK Habip NpunyLleHb, SKi 4aayTb nepegdadyBaHy
Bignosigb. "

Akwo cTtoBn ogHiel 3 Bipn Mionnepa B BOpoTa - Lie 3[1I0MMHHA
nposuHa Tpamna B skincb 3MoBi 3 Pocieto, opyrni cToBn
Mionnepa HemuHyye BusBnae (6e3yMoBHO, BUSBUTEL) 3MOBY. BiH
PO3KpUE TAEMHI Baxeni, SKi POCINCbKi pocisiHn, 6€3yMOBHO,
TpUMakTb Ha Npe3naeHTi. Toai, Yepes iMMIYMEHT YM NPUMYCOBY
BigCTaBKy, cBATMIA B06 ycyHyB y3ypnatopa 3 npecTtony.

Lis Tema Gyna nigkpinneHa yepes poku rinepBeHTUNALINHOro
(HOBVMH) BUCBITIIEHHS ayAUTOPIN, WO " CTiHW 3aKpuBaKTbCa ", LLO
MK noTpanunn B " NOBOPOT " Nicrnsi " NOBOPOTHOIO NYHKTY * (Oe
peyi 3MiHIKTEL HanpsM) y po3cnigyBaHHi (iHo4i Hac nonepemxanm
" nepenomMHmMx To4oK ") (Tam, e 3MIHIETLCS Haxurl), WO 03Havano
" NoYaToK KiHUA ", npu uboMy Tpamn BNeBHEHO abo NiLloB Y
BiCTaBKy B COPOMi, HIKCOHCbKOMY CTWAi , abo Byae ooTpUMaHui .

Bce ue 6yno nigkpecneHe petenbHMMN haHTasigaMu, SKi LOTUKHSA
3a TWXKHEM NPONOHYBanNu Aesiki HaMBUAATHILWI pegakTopu KpaiHu.
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The New York Times even gave space to a former FBI agent (who
else?) the day after the release of the Mueller report to explain.
Special Agent Asha Rangappa’s op-ed, which of course featured
a hammer and sickle graphic, said Barr’s conflation of
“collusion”(secret information sharing for an evil purpose) with
“conspiracy” (secret plan to do something evil) was a textbook
example of a known Russian “information warfare” tactic called
“reflexive control.”

In a flash, saying there was no collusion (information sharing)
became not just wrong, but Russian information warfare.
Apparently, the just-released news that there never was a
conspiracy didn’t take — even Bill Barr’s press conferences were
Russian ops (operations). The ex-FBI editorialist (opinion writer)
went on, in the pages of a paper that just spent the better part of
three years spoon-feeding audiences a fake story, to un-ironically
describe “reflexive control” as “feed[ing] your adversary a set of
assumptions that will produce a predictable response.”

If pillar one of the Mueller’s Gate faith was Trump’s criminal guilt in
some kind of plot with Russia, pillar two was Mueller inevitably
revealing (will certainly reveal) the conspiracy. He would uncover
the secret levers Russians surely held on the President. Then,
through impeachment or forced resignation, St. Bob would remove
the usurper from the throne.

This theme was reinforced through years of hyperventilating
(news) coverage telling audiences the “walls are closing in,” that
we’d hit “turning point” after “turning point” (where things change
direction) in the investigation (sometimes we were warned of
“tipping points”), (where the tilt changes) which meant “the
beqinning of the end,” with Trump certain either to resign in

shame, Nixon-style, or be impeached.

All of it was buttressed by elaborate fantasies, offered week after
week, by some of the country’s most prominent editorialists.
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IbxeHHidbep Py6iH 3 Washington Post , npauboButuii
peTpaHCNaToOp AYMOK i 3aanxaHumn cukodat (MpUCryKvBum
noxearbLUVK) 3 pogy, Wo B 6aHaHOBMX aBTOKpaTisiX BUrpae
JEeCATKN ONoB'AHUX Medanen, HaBiTb MUHYIOrO rpyaHsa MiloB Ha
MSNBC, wob nepegbauntu, wo Tpamn "nige y BiaCTaBKy 3
npesuagenTcTBa” 3a 10 xBunuH oo toro, sk [Mank] NeHc nige 3
nocagu, gossonstouu NeHcy noro nomunysatu. "

Min konuwHin po6otogaseub Kit OnbbepmaH paHo 3a3HaB "Mu
BXe He cyBepeHHa Hauid, M1 BXe He gemokpaTial" ToMmy Lo Hac
nepenHanu B "6€3kpoOBHOMY NEPEBOPOTI", B AKOMY BiICbKOBI Masu
OyTn nepenaHi " HerigHMKaMm, OCb POCINCLKMM HerigHukam !"

Olbermann nisHiwwe Beceniwe ckasas Ham Trump 6 nitu B
BiACTaBKY «panToM » , 3a3HaumBwn , GOP onepaTUBHUKK
BBaXaloTb , Trump NOKUHYTb odpic «oamnH pa3 Mueller
3aKpmBaeTbcs Ha (HabnwkaeTbes 00) i noro cim'io .» KonuwiHin
agBokat Watergate EHgpro Xonn 3assus, wo Tpamn "
©e3cyMHiBHO Byae 3aTtpumanui . Ckapbopo HaBiTb 3aTArHyB
anBokata Cnivpo ArHey, Wwo6 cka3aTt Ham, Wwo Tpamn NOBUHEH
"pO3rNsAHYTY BiACTaBKY ".

lMonimuko ony6nikyBas " €4MHWI NOCIOHWK 3 IMOIYMEHTY, SKU
BaM KONn-Hebyab 3HaA00OUTLCH " came LbOoro CiYHSA, OCKiNbKu
"po3moBa nNpo cnoBo" HiIbUTO "HarpiBaeTbcsa". [aHEOHO, KONWULLHIN
ronosa LIPY [xoH BpeHaH 6yB B edipi Tenesisopa, skui
nepenbaynB 06BUHYBAYEHHS YNeHiB CiM'I 0OBUHYBarbHUM
3BMYAEM 3a Kinbka TWXKHIB 40 oQiLinHOro 3aesepLueHHsa Monnepa.
daHTasis npogoBxXyBanaca ax go nucrta bappa i gani.
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Jennifer Rubin of the Washington Post, an industrious repeater-of-
thoughts and breathless sycophant (servile flatterer) of the sort
that in banana autocracies wins tin medals by the dozen, even
went on MSNBC this past December to predict Trump will “resign
the Presidency 10 minutes before [Mike] Pence leaves office,
allowing Pence to pardon him.”

My former employer Keith Olbermann early on brayed “we are no
longer a sovereign nation, we are no longer a democracy!”
because we’d been taken over in a “bloodless coup,” in which the
military was about to be handed over to “scum, beholden to
Russian scum!”

A cheerier Olbermann later told us Trump would resign
“suddenly,” noting GOP operatives believed Trump would leave
office “once Mueller closes in on (gets close to) him and his
family.” Former Watergate attorney Andrew Hall said Trump would
“undoubtedly be impeached.” Scarborough even dragged out
Spiro Agnew’s lawyer to tell us Trump should “consider resigning.”

Politico published “The Only Impeachment Guide You'll Ever
Need” just this January, as “talk of the I-word” supposedly was
“heating up.” Infamously, former CIA chief John Brennan was on
TV predicting indictments of family members by the Special
Counsel just weeks before Mueller formally wrapped up. The
fantasy went on right up until the Barr letter, and beyond.
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HesanexHo Big Toro, wo Bu gymaete npo Tpamna abo 1roro
noBeAiHKy, K onucaHo y gonosigi Mionnepa, He MOXHa
nepebinbLlyBaTy, WO Lji KOHKPETHI MPOrHO3n WOAO PYMHIBHUX
cyoxeHb, ski Mionnep, 6e3yMmoBHO, 3pobunun, 6ynu goBeaeHi
HenpaBWnbHO, BCi BOHW. Lle 0cobnmnBO UMHIYHWN i
Ge3BignoBiganbHUM BUA 3BITHOCTI, LUTYYHO NiABULLYIOYM
OYiKyBaHHS Ta eKkcniyaTyloum ayguTopii, Big4angyLHo
nobaumsn Tpamna niwos. Bei ui "cTiHm 3akpmBatoTbCa”
raps4yMMmmn 3axogamu cnpusanm AUBOBUXKHOMY 3POCTaHHIO
pentuHris MSNBC MUHYNOro poky, i HanbinbLu nepernsiHyTe Wwoy
Ha kabeni 6yno TMm, Wwo Hanbinbwe posgysarno (nepebinbLueHo)
uto Temy - Loy Petyen Medday . HaTuUCHITb TyT, Wwob nobaumTu,
Ak Penyen sragysana "Pocito” 81 (s aymato, LWoHanmeHLe) pasis
y ogHoMy eqoipi.

HaBiTb konn He Byno HisiKMX HOBWH, HaM CKa3anu KOCUTK, NOKN Mn
He nobaunnu gesikux. Ham ckasanu: « Miwonnep 3aBxan 3Hae
Oinblue, HX MM OYMaeMO », | AKObu BiH He Nokas3aB goKasiB, Lie He
morno 6yTtu, Tomy wWo noro 6pakyeano. Hi, Mionnep nosmHeH 6yB
yTpMMyBaTK1 NOro B 3anaci, Wwob B KiHUi KiHLiB GonicHiwwe
NOBEPHYTU HiX. "FAKLLO BaM € WO cxoBaTu, - ckasana [lona Peng
i3 CBS , - s3gaTtHicTb Mionnepa TpumMaTty CBOI KapTku 6rM3bKo 4o
Xunneta noBMHHA 3MyCUTK Bac HepByBaTK".

AKLWO BM X04eTe HULLIBHOIO NMpuUKIag Toro , Ae Bce ue NpusBero,
NPOCTO crocTepirath 3a ropessicHuin «[xon bexap B nepeavacHi
OLLIHKM » cueHy Ha The View , B skomy rocrnogap B LIOLI Hag
HernpasunesHo (Heto4Ho!) Russiagate ictopii. Yn € 3MI HOBWH
View ? Hi, oueBngHo, WO Hi, ane uew enizog 6yB NOTY>XHUM
006BVHYBaYEHHAM iHLLMX TOProBMX TOYOK, HE TOrO LLOY.

3 rpyaHsa 2017 poky yonosik Habir Ha Habip View i Bpy4nB bexapy
KapTy KWiB, NOLLENKW, po3siswu HO8UHU . "Boxe min!" - BUrykHyna
BOHa. Noxunparoum konito, BOHa Yntana:

ABC News BbpatiaH Pocc nogidomnsie, wo Matikn ®niHH obiysie
nosHy cnignpauyro 3 kKomaHdo Mronnepa i 2omosuti 3acgidyumu,
wo LfoHanbd Tpamn sk kaHOUGam Aopyyus tomy Harnazodumu
KOHmakm 3 pocisiHamu! Tak!
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No matter what you think of Trump or his behavior as described in
the Mueller report, it can’t be overstated that these concrete
predictions about devastating judgments Mueller would surely
render have been proven wrong, all of them. It’s a particularly
cynical and irresponsible kind of reporting, artificially raising
expectations and exploiting audiences desperate to see Trump
gone. All those “walls are closing in” hot takes contributed to
MSNBC’s amazing ratings surge last year, and the most-watched
show on cable was the one that hyped (exaggerated) this theme
the most — The Rachel Maddow Show. Click here to see Rachel
mention “Russia” 81 (I think, at least) times in a single broadcast.

Even when there was no news, we were told to squint until we
saw some. We were told “Mueller always knows more than we
think,” and if he wasn’t showing evidence, it couldn’t possibly be
because it was lacking. No, it had to be Mueller keeping it in
reserve, so as to turn the knife more painfully in the end. “If you
have something to hide,” said Paula Reid of CBS, “Mueller’s ability
to keep his cards close to his vest should make you nervous.”

If you want a devastating example of where all this led, just watch
Joy Behar’s infamous “premature evaluation” scene on The View,
in which the host freaked out over an incorrect (inaccurate)
Russiagate story. Is The View news media? No, obviously not, but
the episode was a powerful indictment of other outlets, not that
show.

On December 3, 2017, a man ran on the View set and handed
Behar a cue card, whispering, breaking news. “Oh, my God!” she
exclaimed. Devouring the copy, she read out:

ABC News Brian Ross is reporting Michael Flynn is promising full
cooperation to the Mueller team and is prepared to testify that as a
candidate, Donald Trump directed him to... make contact with the
Russians! Yes!
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Nonoc bexapa 3aneTiB, KON BOHa nepefasana cnosa 3 pocigsHamu
I, i BOHa B pafiCTb KMHYNa CBO KapTKy B NOBITPS.

MaHbba TyT 6yna He B rnmy3nueocTi bexapa, a B ToMmy , wo
ayautopis The View Oyna HacTinbky 3aBaneHa o4vikyBaHHAM
nagiHHa Tpamna, Wo BiH Mir po3BeCENnTU i BUTU pa3oMm 3 Het . 3
OyAb-AKOH0 iHLLIOK HOBMHHOIO iCTOpiEto, BM © o4ikyBanu, Wwo
NnosloBUHa ayamTopii abo He niknyeTbcsa Npo HuMx, abo He Byae ix
3HaTu. Ane BcA Usa ayguTtopisa 6yna rotoBa 4o 3anycky.

Lle He Ha Pocci, a Ha mawwuHi 3acobiB MacoBoi iHdhopmauii Ta non-
KynbTypu, sika NpOBOAMNIA POKN, HAMOBHIOKUM rOfIoBU dpaHTasiero
npo cnaciHHg. MUELLER IS THE He cTaB MapKeTUHroBUM
aBueM (MeHi LikaBo, sika bnaroginHa opranisauis 6yae
3acTpdarati 3 ycima LMW HUHI HikdeMHUMK dbyTbonkamm ,
0cob6nMBO TUMM, WO nokasytTb CB. 5oba Ha 3anisHomy [NpecTtoni
).

Lle Takox 6yno abo 6ykBanbHMM, abo MaeTbCA Ha yBasi, 3a
He3niYeHHMMWN CEPNO3HMMI PO3CIigyBanbHUMM CTaTTSMKU Ta
TeneBi3iNHMMM CnoTamMu, Hanomnsararyn Ha ToOMy, LLO KiHELb BXe
HabnmxaeTbcs, Tomy Wwo " Mionnep notpanve 4o Tpamna B 3MOBY
"i" Tpamn He MoXe HiYoro 3pobuTu, o6 Noro ynnMHUTK .

3BiT Mionnepa He NPoCcTO roBOPUTD, LLO LA haHTasia He
BignoBigae gincHocTi. Lle po3bueae 1Moro Ha WmMaTKn, BUKPUBaKOUN
MacCOBi NCUXOreHHi 3aXBOPIOBAHHA OCTaHHIX KiSTbKOX POKIiB, SK
poboTa amMaTopCbKMX NosiLencbkux y npeci abo 3'eaHye
«Kpankm», SKNX y HUX He NOBUHHO ByTK, abo [O3BONSAYN
HeHa3BaHNM OiliNHUM mKepenam poduTn Le 3a HuX.

3Bun4yariHo, cam Mionnep BigirpaB NeBHY posb Y LIbOMY, OCKiflbku B
AonoBiai BUAHO, WO BiH, MabyTb, 3HaB, O AOMOBEHICTb Oyna
KaHapKow [0CUTb paHo, are ue Tema Ans noaarnbsLioro po3BuTKY.
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Behar’s voice soared as she delivered the words with the
Russians!, and she threw her card in the air in joy.

The shame here was not Behar’s goofiness, but that The View’s
audience was so primed with expectation for Trump’s downfall
that it knew to cheer and howl along with her. With any other news
story, you’d expect half the audience to either not care or be
ignorant of the particulars. But this whole audience was ready to
launch.

That’s not on Ross, but on a media and pop culture machine that
spent years filling heads with a deliverance fantasy. MUELLER IS
COMING didn’t just become a marketing phenomenon (I wonder
which charity organization is going to be stuck with all of these
now-worthless t-shirts, especially the ones showing St. Bob on the
Iron Throne).

It was also either a literal or implied tagline for countless serious
investigative articles and TV spots insisting the end was near,
because “Mueller’s got Trump on Collusion,” and “Trump can do
nothing to stop him.”

The Mueller report does not merely say this fantasy is not true. It
smashes it to pieces, exposing the mass psychogenic illness of
the last few years as the work of amateur cops in the press either
connecting “dots” they shouldn’t have, or letting unnamed official
sources do it for them.

Of course Mueller himself had a role in this, since the report
makes clear he must have known collusion was a canard pretty
early, but that’s a for-later topic.
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https://spectator.us/mueller-coming-trump-nothing/

LWaHTax? 3abyabTte, «po3cnigyBaHHA HE BCTAHOBMIO, LLO YrEHU
KamnaHii Tpamna 3amoBnanuca abo KoopaMHyBanucb» 3
POCIMCBKMM YPSO0M «y NOro BTpyYaHHi y Bubopu». Lle
BMCIOBMOBaHHA nignagano nig "HeranHy nicnsenbopyy
aKTUBHICTL", 4€ ONUCYTLCH CnNpobu pocincLKoi Biagn gictatncb
00 HOBOIT agMiHicTpaUii (akLeHT Min):

BoHW, 30aeTbCA, He Marnu BXe iCHYHUYMX KOHTaKTIB i
Hamaranucs 3B's3aTucb 3 BULLMMM NOCagoBMMKM ocobamm
HaBKOs0 obpaHoro npesnaeHTa.

Mwu WonHO BUTpayanu poku, CAEKYoKYM Ha ToMy, Wwo Tpamn 6yB
OYKBanbHMM areHTOM POCINCLKOI AepXaBu, " MOBHICTIO B KULLEHI
MyTiHa ", SK Le 3a8BMB KONULWHIK gupekTop LIPY i Bclogucywni
BOAIN dhanbliMBMX ONoBigaHb bpeHaH. Ane, 3a cnosamu
Mtonnepa, pocCiicbki YAHOBHUKM HaBITb MiCrisi MOro 06paHHs He
3mornu gictatuca ao Tpamna. 3abyabTe npo WwaHTax, BOHU
HaBiTb HE Manun Noro Homepa TenedoHy!

Ak wono Kaptepa lNengxa, onmcaHoro Ha nignoasi Manatu
npenctaBHukiB Agamom LLnddom sk HesaMiHHWIA BMPI3 (B3aEMHO
OOBIpEHUN NocepeaHuK, KA He 3HAE NOCBIAYEHb XXOAHOI 3
CTOpPIH) MiXX ABOMA TiHBOBUMW CBiTaMu, Mi>XX HUMW NPONOHYBaBCS
TOW riraHTCbKUM Nigkyn 3nom PocisHn?

Binbwicte npecu npunyckanu, wo Mengx 6yB Waxpaem i BEpxom.
3pewToto, y 3adaBi Npo Haka3 FISA OEP ngetbesa npo Te, Wwo
npsama CTopiHKa «CrniBnpawtoe i KOHCMIpye» 3 POCIMCbKUM YPSOO0M,
0o4aBLUK, WO Le «BiporigHa NnpuynHa» BBaXaTw, WO MOro
AisnbHICTb «nepenbavae abo 36upaeTbca 3anyunTn 4o
nopyLueHHs kpumiHanbHux ctatyTis CLUA LTtatu ».

Hona MNMengxa 3anevatana Te, Wo Tpamn 3axuwias 1oro,
BMCNOBMOYUN Byab-sKi NPUMYLLEHHS, WO BiH HEBUHHWIA abo
NPUHANMHI Ma€e NpaBo Ha cripaBegnmBe ClyxaHHs aBTOMaTUYHO
raHebHo.
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Blackmail? Forget “the investigation did not establish that
members of the Trump campaign conspired or coordinated” with
the Russian government “in its election interference activities.”
The telling sentence came under, “Immediate Post-Election
Activity,” describing Russian attempts to reach the new
administration (emphasis mine):

They appeared not to have preexisting contacts and struggled
to connect with senior officials around the President-Elect.

We just spent years speculating Trump was a literal agent of the
Russian state, “wholly in the pocket of Putin,” as that former CIA
director and ubiquitous driver of bogus narratives Brennan put it.
Yet according to Mueller, Russian officials couldn’t even reach
Trump until after he was elected. Forget about blackmail, they
didn’t even have his phone number!

How about Carter Page, described on the floor of the House of
Representatives by Adam Schiff as the indispensible cutout
(mutually trusted intermediary who does not know identities of
either party) between two shadow worlds, the go-between offered
that giant bribe by the evil Russians?

Most of the press assumed Page was a crook and a turncoat.
After all, the FBI’'s FISA warrant application said straight-out Page
was “collaborating and conspiring” with the Russian government,
adding it had “probable cause” to believe his activities “involve or
are about to involve violations of the criminal statutes of the United
States.”

What sealed Page’s fate is that Trump defended him, rendering
any suggestion he was innocent or at least entitled to a fair
hearing automatically infamous.
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OgpHieto 3 HanvapiBHILWKMX No4ik enoxu « PocisrenT » ctano
ONTOBE 3BifIbHEHHSA 3 MUTaHb FPOMAAAHCLKMX CBOOOL, OCKINbKM
penopTepu cTanu NOKMOHHUKaMM Lwaxpais i NPoCcnyxoByBauis,
rMy3yt4n 3 yCboro, NoYMHaK4m Big npesymnuii HeBMHYBaTOCTI 4O
NPUBINED agBoKaTa-KMieHTa 4o npasa NpoTu HEOBI'PYHTOBAHNX
0o0LwykiB Ta KOHICKaLIN. K XMMepHe JOTPUMaHHA MepPTBOI penirii
- MPOCTi XMTPOLLi ANsIBONA, L0 HamMaraeTbCAa 3axapacTuTn Jopory
0o HebecHux BopiT.

[MaHaiTui (KypHanicTy OyMK/), TaKUM YUHOM, 3HYLLANUCS Hafg
ideeto, SiKy BUCYHyB Tpamn 4M XTOCb iHWWA, Wwo Mengx He GyB
"areHToM iHO3eMHOT gepxxaBun”, Sk "3arimaBcd NigninbHO
po3BigyBanbHO AisnbHICTIO" Big iMeHi Pocii, ak onucas OBP .

" KapTtep lNengx 3i3HaeTbCcs, WO BiH NULIE CBOro poay (AeLo)
OONOMIr pociicbkoMy ypsaay ", - ue 6yro TUMOBUM PEXUMOM Y
Vanity Fair. " be3 gokasis, Tpamn 3asgBnsie Npo A0BIpY Bif BUXOOY
OOKyMeHTiB Carter ", - untaB New York Times MUHYnoro numnHs.
Lle 6yna ogHa 3 He3niveHHUX iCTOpIN, SKi BiaKMaanu igeto, sky
YUMHOBHUKM Tpamn-kamnaHii oTpuManu LWnuryH nicns Toro, siK
3'ABUNIMCA 40Kas3n TOro, WO BOHW HAcnpasgi wnurysanu. **

Knacwuka uboro xaHpy 3'aBunacs nicng pos3kpuTTa iHdhopmaii npo
Te, WO Bigomun kKnoyH LIPY Ta nonituyHmnin 6pyaHnii oKyCHMK
30incHUNM "KOHTaKT" 3 KiflbKOMa nocagoBnmMmn ocobamm
nepeneubopyoi kamnawii y 2016 poui, Bknovatoun MNengxa Ta
[bxopaxa MNManagonynoca.

Oupektop LUPY [xuHa Xacnen npurposuna cBiTy NPUTArHEHHAM
00 KpMMiHanNbHOI BigNoBiganbHOCTI, AKLWO iM's LbOro mxepena
Oyne onybnikoBaHe, a HeHa3BaHi "Kifnlbka ftogen, 3Hanommx 3
aunckycieto" ckasanu, wo BawuHamoH lNocm nepekoHyBanu
"BUKpUTY ... rpomagaHunHa CLUA, skuin Hapas po3sBigky LIPY Ta
OBP " pusunkye xutramm .

Ane "mpxepenom", Npo SKkWi e MoBa, BUABMBCS ANHK (rodhbor)
Ha im'a CtedaH Manbnep, Akun 6yB BioOMUIA BCbOMY CBITY 5K
ypsaoBui iHpopmatop we ao suxoady Bigeo " Mad Virgin 's Like a
Virgin" (198 4) .
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One of the most charming developments of the Russiagate era
has been the wholesale dismissal of civil liberties concerns, as
reporters became worshippers of spooks and wiretappers,
snheering at everything from the presumption of innocence to
attorney-client privilege to the right against unreasonable
searches and seizures as quaint observances of a dead religion —
mere tricks of the devil trying to clutter the road to Heaven’s Gate.

Pundits (Opinion journalists) therefore scoffed at the idea, put
forward by Trump or anyone else, that Page was not an “agent of
a foreign power” who had been “engaged in clandestine
intelligence activities” on behalf of Russia, as the FBI described.

“Carter Page admits he only kind of (somewhat) helped the
Russian government,” was a typical treatment, in Vanity Fair.
“Without Evidence, Trump Claims Vindication From Release of
Carter Page Documents,” read the New York Times last July. This
was one of countless stories dismissing the idea Trump campaign
officials had been spied upon after evidence surfaced that they
had, in fact, been spied upon.**

A classic of that genre came after the revelation that a known CIA
clown and political dirty trickster made “contact” with several
Trump campaign officials in 2016, including Page and George
Papadopoulos.

CIA director Gina Haspel threatened the world with prosecution if
this source’s name were published, and unnamed “multiple people
familiar with the discussion” told the Washington Post the White
House had been persuaded “exposing... a U.S. citizen who has
provided intelligence to the CIA and FBI” would “risk lives.”

But the “source” in question turned out to be a dink (goofball)
named Stefan Halper, who’d been known to the world as a
government informant since before the release of Madonna’s Like
a Virgin video (1984).
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Xannep 6yB BiacTopoHeHuit (BusHaqeHnin) B " Hoo-Mopk Talimc" B
nunHi 198 3 p. 3a wnuryHcTBo 3a Ixummi Kaptepom y
npesngeHTcbkin kamnaHii 198 0 3a Haka3oM KOMULLHBOO
KepisHuka LIPY Ta kepytodoro HanapHuka PoHanbaa Peirana
(kaHamgaTa Ha nocany Bile-npesvgenTa) kopoka bywa bywa.
BiH k1B i3 3aTMLIKOM 3 TUX Nip, SIK OCTaHHI gecaTunitta 6nykas no
yHiBepcuTeTy Kembpuaxy, oueBngHo 6angyxe 0o roctpoi
3arposu BOMBCTBA, He3BaXkaroun Ha Bigomi 3B'a3ku LIPY.

[HWKWMK cnoBamu, HeHas3BaHi YMHOBHMKW 3HOBY KOMitoBanu npecy -
AK MOXHa BUKPUTU BXE BUKPUTOrO iHhopmaTopa «puU3nKysaTu
XuTTammn»? OgHaK XXypHanicTu npogoBXyBanu KoBTatu odilinHi
BMCINOBMIOBaHHSA 3 TUX CaMuX JXepen, siKi 3apas ix 3aknukaTb
NigKPECNUTN CYMHIBHY CEMAHTUYHY Pi3HULIIO MK
"iIHpopMyBaHHAM" Ta "LWINNTYHCTBOM".

OronoweHHs Xannepa B pe3ynbTaTi NigWwWTOBXHYN KOTHITUBHO-
JMCOHaHCHI 3aronoBkW, Taki sk Lier camouBiT Times Big 18
TpaBH4: « PEP_BUKOpUCTOBYBAB iHhopMaTopa aAns
po3crifyBaHHSA 3B'A3KiB 3 kKaMMNaHiIMUW, @ He ANs LWNUIYHCTBA, K
cTBepmKye Tpamn ».

3a XapTiBnMBICTIO, Y NOKa3aHHAX, onybnikoBaHUX 3a TWXAEHb 00
ponosigi Monnepa, reHepansHui pagHuk ®EP xenmc Benkep
3anuTaB gemokpata [hkenmi PackiHa, un konu-Hebyob PEP
Hagicnano "wnuryHa B kamnawii Tpamna". MNMutaHHs 6yno yiTko
3a[@aHO 3 MEeTOH BINOKOITU NMUTaHHA (MPUMUHUTK 3arnT) .
HenepekoHnuea BignoBigb benkepa nonsirana B Tomy, wWo6
3pobuTn Naysy i NONPOCUTU NPOKOHCYNbTYBATUCS.

"A npocTo xo4y Ha cekyHay noamsuTuca Ha ®BP 3 Toukun 3opy
BignoBiai Ha noAdibHi 3annTaHHA", - cka3aB BiH, | B LIel MOMEHT BiH
CXvnuBecs, Wwob npowenoTiTh 3 [im'am nepepobnerHnm], ec., MNepL
HiX BignosicTn "Hi, 5 He yCBiAOMMNIOYM 3yCUb i3 3anyyYeHHs
LWNMryHa oo kamnanii ». Leunalie 3a Bce, BOHM NPOCTO
BiONPaBMIM B KaMMaHito NtoA4en, SKi NpuxoByBanu cBok 0coby,
TAEMHO PO3Chigyroun ix.

Lle 6yna Bepcia ®BP: "A Hikonu He roBopus Npo BOroHb!"
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Halper was outed (identified) in the New York Times in July of
1983 for spying on Jimmy Carter in the 1980 presidential
campaign, at the behest of former CIA chief and Ronald Reagan
running mate (candidate for Vice President) George H.W. Bush.
He’d lived in comfort ever since, in recent decades roaming the
grounds of Cambridge University with apparent indifference to the
dire threat of assassination, despite known CIA ties.

In other words, unnamed officials were once again duping the
press — how could exposing an already-exposed informant “risk
lives”? Yet reporters continued to swallow official pronouncements
from those exact same sources, who now implored them to stress
a dubious semantic difference between “informing” and “spying.”

The Halper disclosures as a result prompted cognitive-dissonance
headlines like this Times gem of last May 18th: “E.B.l. Used
Informant to Investigate Ties to Campaign, Not to Spy, as Trump
Claims.”

Humorously, in testimony released a week before the Mueller
report, FBI general counsel James Baker was asked by Democrat
Jamie Raskin if the FBI had ever sent a “spy into the Trump
campaign.” The question was clearly asked with the aim of putting
the issue to rest (ending the inquiry). Baker's unconvincing
response was to pause and ask to confer with counsel.

“I just want to look at the FBI for a second here in terms of
answering these kinds of questions,” he said, at which point he
leaned over to whisper with [Name Redacted], esq., before
answering “No, | am not aware of an effort to put a spy in the
campaign.” Rather, they just sent into the campaign people who
concealed their identities while secretly investigating.

This was the FBI version of, “I never said fire!”
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3peLwToto, Wwo roeopuTsb 3BiT Mionnepa npo CtopiHky? "Cnigyi He
BCTaHOBWUNMU, WO lNengx 3MOBMBCS 3 POCINCBHKUM ypsiaom".

KapTtep Menmk He 6yB areHToM. Vlomy Hikonu He NponoHyBanu
xabapa. HanbinbLw KopoTkMi ornsig nokasae 6u, wo Mengx 6yB y
Kpallomy Bunagky nepudepiiHim rpasLemM y kamnaHii Tpamna.
BiH, 3gaeTbCs, NPOCTO XJloneLb, HeENPaBUITbHO NOCTaBMEHUI Nia
TaeMHe CNOCTEPEXEHHS | 3aCy)KEHUI Nif, 3M10BICHI 3arofoBKu,
3aCHOBaHi Ha HETOYHIN / OMaHNMBIV 3asiBi opaepa, KUK, cepes
iHLWOro, UMTyBaB NPUBATHUIA OMO3ULINHUIA OOCNIAHNLBKAN
OOKYMEHT, BCe Binblue CxOXunii Ha NoBHOro 6uka (_hirHsa) no
FOANHI.

OueBngHO, WO HIXTO 3 MOET CTOPOHN Mefia NPOX0oAY He XBUIIOE,
KONnw NtognHa, noe’ssisaHa 3 TpamMmnom, 3amalleHa, TOX M1 MOXEMO
NPOMNyCTUTM NOB3 OYiKyBaHHSI BUOAYEHD.

A 5K LWoAo HaBYaHHA Ha ypoui? Ictopis CTopiHkM noBMHHaA Byna
OyTn 3acTepexnmMBOIO PO3MNoBIAA0 Npo nasiekn, BOygoOBaHi B
aepxaBy 6esneku, Ta Taki 3arposun, ak FISA, cTBoptoloTb Oyab-aKy
BiNbHY noguHy. Cnig TakoX NOCTaBUTU AyXKe CEPUO3HI NUTaHHS
wono MoTmeiB Ta noeeaiHku PBP y uin cnpaei. HatomicTb,
ockinbku Mengx 6yB / € nioguHoto Tpamna, npeca annogyeana
opaepy FISA HaBiTb nicns BUSBMEHHS NOro HeJosiKIB.

" OBP maB 64 3anepeyyBaTu, 1106 HE BUKOPUCTOBYBATU AOCHE"
Crin "y kapTkoBoMy opaepi " FISA ", - 6yno nporonoLeHHs Daily
Beast , ogHoro 3 6aratbox BigfineHb, 3a SKUM MOXKHa BBaXaTw,
LLO BNaga 3aBXay Mana Kpallli JOKa3u, HiK nokasanu. 3peLuToro
BigpegaroBaHuin MaTepian 3asiBKu Ha opaep, " 3sipa ", "MMOBIpHO,
Hadani niaTpumMye 3asBKy, ane pegaryeTbcsi Yepes Haa3BMYanHo

YyTNMBKIA XapakTep iHpopmavit.
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After all this, what does the Mueller report say about Page?
“Investigators did not establish that Page conspired with the
Russian government.”

Carter Page was not an agent. He was never offered a bribe. The
most cursory review would have revealed Page was at best a
peripheral player in the Trump campaign. He was, it seems, just a
guy, wrongly put under secret surveillance and thrust under
sinister headlines based upon an inaccurate/deceptive warrant
application, one that among other things cited a private opposition
research document that is looking more and more like complete

bull (bullshit) by the hour.

Obviously, no one on my side of the media aisle cares when a
Trump-connected person is smeared, so we can skip past waiting
for apologies.

What about lesson-learning? The Page story should have been a
cautionary tale about loopholes built into the security state, and
the threats institutions like FISA pose to any free person. It should
also have raised very serious questions about the motives and
behavior of the FBI in this case. Instead, because Page was/is a
Trump person, the press applauded the FISA warrant even after
its flaws were revealed.

“The FBI Would Have Been Derelict Not To Use The Steele
Dossier In the Carter Page FISA Warrant,” was the
pronouncement of the Daily Beast, one of many outlets to assume
authorities always had a better evidentiary hand than they were
showing. The warrant application’s redacted material, the Beast
wrote, “likely further support the application but are redacted
because of the highly sensitive nature of the information.”
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LLle ogHa icTopiq, aKy HE3pO3yMifio JO3BONANM rHATU Ha BIKW - |
TYT XypPHanicT¥ NOBUHHI ByTW NIOTUMW | LiKaBUMK, YOMY XOAEH X
HeHa3BaHWI LLENIT He 3acTepir iX Bi4 UbOro crigy - e po3nosiab
npo Koena B NMpasi. Tyt Mionnep 3HoBy Tynui (npsamui) : "KoeH ...
Hikonu He i3guB go lMparn".

Lle 3HuWwye gekinbka "6oMBoMeTiB", 30kpemMa ogHy 3 MUHYIOro
kBiTHA MakKnauui : " Mionnep mae cBigyeHHs, 1o KoeH byB y

Mpasi "

Konucb MakKnaui 6yB waHoBaHMM iM'AM, KoK cnpaBa goxoguna
Jo cnigumx 3BiTiB. Ha »anb, BiH CTOITb 0ins cBOEI icTOpIi, a He
KMnTe NPO cnaneHHs. 3apas Mionnep CTBepaxye, Lo xova n
ocTaTouHMM Wwoao npucyTtHocTi KoeHa B lNMpasi, 6yB TMxMM Ha
NUTaHHS Npo Te, Yn "npuctpin KoeHa niHrysas [y Mpasi]".

Lle, 3a ixHiMn cnoBamu, Te, NpoO LLO iM cKaszanu M'aTb HEHa3BaHMX
okepen (3 Russiagate , 3 4acoMm, KiNbKiCTb HEHa3BaHUX AKeper,
3gaBanocs 6, 3pocTana y 3B'dA3Ky 3 YSBHOM BIpOrigHICTHO icTopii),
ue Te, wo MobinbHun TenedoH KoeHa nyHaB y lNMpasi, a He KoeH
Hacnpasai 6yB Tam.

Ocb opurinanbHun 3aronoBok McClatchy Big kBiTHS 2018 poky:

Lxepena: Monnep ceiddums, wo KoeH bys y lNpa3si y 2016 pou,
wo nidmeepoxye 4acmuHy 00Cbe

Lis icTopia B kBiTHIi 2018 poky, sika 6yna 3HangeHa we gsoma
noabMu, "3HanoMmMMK 3 UMM nuTaHHam", 3aasuna: "CneuianbHumn
pagHuk MiHicTepcTBa HOCTUUIT Mae gOKasu Toro, Lo 0cobuncTui
aaBokarT i goBipeHun ocobu doHanbaa Tpamna Mavkn KoeH
TaeMHO 34iINCHMB NOT34KY Ni3HLOro nita Ao lNparn. npesMaeHTcbka
kamnaHiss 2016 poky ».
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Another story that was inexplicably allowed to fester for ages —
and here reporters should be furious and wondering why none of
their unnamed whisperers warned them off this trail — is the tale of
Cohen in Prague. Here Mueller is blunt (direct) again: “Cohen...
never traveled to Prague.”

This wipes out multiple “bombshells,” including one in particular
from last April by McClatchy: “Mueller has evidence Cohen was in

Prague.”

McClatchy was once a revered name when it came to
investigative reporting. Sadly, it is standing by its story instead of
seething about being burned. Its claim now is Mueller, though
definitive about Cohen’s presence in Prague, was quiet on the
question of whether or not a “Cohen device pinged [in Prague].”

This, they say, is what five unnamed sources told them (with
Russiagate, over time, the quantity of unnamed sources seemed
to grow in relation to the seeming unlikelihood of the story) was
that a Cohen cell phone pinged in Prague, not that Cohen was
actually there.

Here’s the original McClatchy headline from April, 2018:

Sources: Mueller has evidence Cohen was in Prague in 2016,
confirming part of dossier

This April 2018 story, at the time sourced to two more people
“familiar with the matter,” said “the Justice Department special
counsel has evidence that Donald Trump’s personal lawyer and
confidant, Michael Cohen, secretly made a late-summer trip to
Prague during the 2016 Presidential campaign.”
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Komnosuuia MakKnaui mana cepinosHi Hacnigku. BiH rosopuBe npo
NMUTaHHA NOBHOMAacCLUTabHOI 3MOBM 3 pocisHaMu Ans dikcallii
(Bn3HayeHHs ) Bnbopie 2016 poky. KoeH Hibuto 6yB y MNpasi, wob
3ycTpiTKCA 3 "npencraBHuMKamm Kpemnsi Ta NOB'A3aHUMN 3 HUMIN
onepartopamu / xakepamu".

Mpo ue naetbea y gonosigi Steele, aka micTunacs B 3arofoBKy
opwuriHanbHoI icTopil MakKnaui sk yacTkoBO MigTBEpOKEHA i€t
HOBMHOLIO.

MakKnaui 6yB ogHi€to 3 NpyHaNMHi OEB'ATY HOBUHHMX
opraHisauin, siki nobadnnu 3BiT Steele we o Toro, sik BiH OyB
ony6nikoBaHui Ha novaTky 2017 poky. BoHn cami nosigomunu
npo ue. Toai BOHW BigMOBUNMCS Ny6nikyBaTu 3BIT 3 TUX Xe
NPWYKH, LWLO 1 iHLWIi: BOHW HE 3MOrNx NigTBepaAnTn noro getani.

[Mi3HilWe BOHM OTOYMNMCL, MabyTb, NEPEKOHaHi - MOXMMBO,
3aBAsIKU Ui NpasbKii Kasui - Wo 3BiT MOXHa NepeBipuTn
YactnHamun. Togi 6esimeHHi ocobu rnepesenu ix (06aypunun) B
SIBHO HenpaBWnbHYy (raseTtHy) h eadline (tenep mu 3HaemMo
HanesHo, Wwo Mionnep He maB gokasis, Wo KoeH 6yB y Npasi).

Topi xTOCb NepekoHaB ix yaBivi 36inbwnTK, y rpyaHi 2018 poky, i
Tenep BOHW He 3inayTb 3 yCTyny (3 HebeaneyHoro micLs) , xo4a
OCHOBHMI pPO3NOBIab, Lo TX po3noBigae, nepeadayas, wo KoeH
6yB y lNpasi Ha TaemHiIN 3ycTpidi 3 KpemniBCbKi Xxakepu - y 3BiTi
Mionnepa 6yno nigipBaHo WiCTb Pi3HNX CNOCOBIB.

YacmuHa 1 nepedmoeu Untitledgate 3aeepwena. LLjob
ompumamu YacmuHy 2 - i pewmy KHu2u nid yac ny6nikauir -
nionuwimsbcs 3apa3s. Qani 6yde...

BuHocku:
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The McClatchy piece had serious implications. It spoke to the
question of full-blown conspiracy with Russians to fix (determine)
the 2016 election. Cohen ostensibly would have been in Prague to
meet with “Kremlin representatives and associated
operators/hackers.”

This was according to the Steele report, which was in the headline
of the original McClatchy story as being partially confirmed by this
news.

McClatchy was one of at least nine news organizations that saw
the Steele report before it was published in early 2017. They
themselves reported this. They refused to publish the report then
for the same reasons the others did not: they could not confirm its
particulars.

Later, they came around, apparently convinced — perhaps by this
Prague tale — that the report was verifiable in parts. Unnamed
persons then suckered (deceived) them into a demonstrably
wrong (newspaper) headline (we now know for certain Mueller did
not have evidence Cohen was in Prague).

Then, someone convinced them to double down, in December
2018, and now they won’t come off the ledge (out of the
dangerous place), even though the underlying narrative their story
suggested — that Cohen was in Prague for a secret meeting with
Kremlin hackers — has been exploded six different ways by the
Mueller report.

Part 1 of the Untitledgate preface is concluded. To get Part
2 —and the rest of the book as it is published — subscribe
now. To be continued...

Footnotes:
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* Binbam Minnep, 6ambko yepksu adeeHmuUcmie cboMo20 OHS,
nepedbayus, wo KiHeub c8imy HacmaHe 8 uto x damy, 18 keimHs
1844 poky. Konu eiH npudiwoes i niwos, 8iH rnepearisHys ceoe
rnepedbadyeHHsI Ha 22 XX08MHS Mi3Hiue mMo20 X POKY, WO
npuseerio 3o giacko, gidome sik "Beriuke posdapysaHHs".

** [l mux, Xmo criokycuecsi Habumu ideto, CmopiHka mexHiYHO
exe He byna criigpobimHukom rnepedsubopHoi kamnaHii Tpamrna
0o momeHmy rpoxodxxeHHs1 opdepa FISA, 3a80siku YoMy ue He
Oyxxe winuaye 3a kamnadiero Tpamna, 3asiea npo opdep dae
3po3ymimu, wo meopis 6P - ye pocisHu " 3mosa »3i CmopiH
came 4yepes (1020 cmocyHKU 3 Tpammnom. 3i cmopiHku 9 : "OBP
egaxae, W0 3ycurns pocilicbkoao ypsidy KOOPOUHYHMbLCS 3
lNeldxxepom ma, MOXIUBO, iHUWUMU ocobamu, ros'sa3aHumu 3
KamnaHiamu kaHOuGama 1"
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* William Miller, father of the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
predicted the end of the world would come on this same date,
April 18th, in 1844. When it came and went, he revised his
prediction to October 22 later that year, leading to the fiasco
known as “The Great Disappointment.”

** For anyone tempted to harp on the idea Page was technically
no longer a Trump campaign staffer by the time the FISA warrant
went through, making this not really spying on the Trump
campaign, the warrant application made plain the FBI’s theory
was Russians were “conspiring” with Page precisely because of
his relationship with Trump. Erom page 9: “The FBI believes that
the Russian government’s efforts are being coordinated with Page
and perhaps other individuals associated with Candidate 1’s
campaign.”
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3. Russiagate 6yB xypHanictom QAnon

(uacTuHa 2)

Po3caigyBaHHs TPHOX POKiB 00:KeBiJILHOI TeOpii 3MOBH
(Mpox0B:KEeHHA)

MeTT Tanb6i24 ksiTHA 2019 poky

Lle yacmuHa 2 nepedmosu do Untitledgate . [lpoyumaime
yacmuHy 1. mym .
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3. Russiagate was journalist QAnon (Part

2)

An investigation into three years of insane conspiracy
theory (continued)

Matt TaibbiApr 24, 2019 _

This is part 2 of the preface to Untitledgate. Read Part 1 here.
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Mtonnep po3vaBuB LLLOHANMEHLLE JECATOK iHLIMX FOSIOBHUX,
onoBiganbHUX «6omboBNx» (BMOYXOBKMX) iCTOPIN, YaCcTO OQHMUMM
pedeHHaMKU. CnpuirimanTe waneHcTso Hag keddom CeaHcowm,
obrosopuBwyn 3 nocnom Pocii Cepriem Kucnsikom Ha
pecnybnikaHcbKi KOHBEHLUI. [Tam'saTaeTe, CKifbKn KUCHIO 3alHana
us ictopia? Ak gosro 36epernucsa ypoakm?

CeaHc Hanonsrag, Wo noro 3yctpiy i3 Kucnsakom 6yna 4yactmHow
noro 3sn4ariHmMx oboB'sA3KIB SIK ceHaTopa, ane, 3Bu4arnHo, HiXTo He
BipMB y Le. He 6yno HEBMHHUX NPUYMH KOHTaKTyBaTU 3 poCisiHaMm
NpoOTArom umx pokis. Curapa Hikonv He Byna npocTo curapoto.
I[bxynia lodbde 3 AmnaHmu4yHo20 OKeaHy Hanucana BenmyesHum
TBip, 3HYyLLalouMChb Hag BunpaegaHHam "Cecil” nig Hassot " Yomy
xedd-cecii cnpasgi 3yctpinucs 3 Cepriem Kicnskom ?" BoHa
Hanonsarana Ha Tomy, Wob "po3rnag aianbHocTi ceciny 2016
poui" Has3BaB NOro NPOTECTU "CYMHIBHUMM".

3peLuToto, sike NOSICHEHHS MOXe OyTu Ans 3B’s13Ky 3i « LUMUIYHTOM
» Cepriem Kucnsakom? Tak 6arato ictopin (6e3 pedoBux gokasis)
onucas Kucnsika B AKOCTi KOHLEHTpaTopa B 3MOBHULIbKW KOMECi ,
LLIO BOHW MaWmKe HEMOXINBO , o6 po3paxoByBaTu . " XTO Takun
Ceprint Kncnsk ?" - 3anutana Eckealip , TMINOBO 3BepTalo4umch . "A
O BiH 3Hae?"

Ak wopno Hivoro? Mionnep kaxe, wo 3ycTpid Cecin 3 Kicnakom "He
BKItoyana binbLue, HiXX MUHYY 3ragky npo Npe3vaeHTCbKy
kamnaHito". CTinbKKn 3a BCi Wi icTopii. Y 3BiTi 4oAaHO, WO KOHTaKTH
Kicnska 3 nocagosumm ocobamu nepeaBmMbopHOi kKamnaHit
Tpamna 16 kBiTHs 2016 p. Buctyn Tpamna Ta pecny6nikaHCbKOi
KOHBEHLUIT 6ynn "KOPOTKUMM, BiAKPUTUMU Ta HEICTOTHUMK".

Ak wopo ictopii "Tpamn WTOBXHYB Npopociicbky nnatdopmy PHK
Ha YkpaiHy"?

MepeaymoBolto, WO B paMmkax Tpamna Bigbynacsa kamnaHis
Tpamna, aka BTpyvanacsa go Pocii, Ha 3acigaHHi Tpamna,
3aBaxatoum pecnybnikaHusM " 3erneHoro ocBiTNeHHA" 3aknmKaTm
030poiTh Ykpainy. Lis ka3ka yacTto BMKOpPUCTOBYBanacs ans
3MiyHeHHs Teopii quid pro quo .
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Mueller crushed at least a dozen other major, narrative-driving
“‘bombshell”(explosive) stories, often with single sentences. Take
the frenzy over Jeff Sessions having discussions with Russian
ambassador Sergei Kislyak at the Republican convention.
Remember how much oxygen that story took up? How long the
freakouts persisted?

Sessions insisted his meeting with Kislyak had been part of his
normal duties as a Senator, but of course no one believed this.
There were no innocent reasons to be contacting a Russian
during these years. A cigar was never just a cigar. Julia loffe of
the Atlantic wrote a massive piece scoffing at the Sessions excuse
called “Why Did Jeff Sessions Really Meet With Sergei Kislyak?”
She insisted “an examination of Sessions’ activities in 2016” called
his protestations “into question.”

After all, what explanation could there be for contacting
“spymaster” Sergei Kislyak? So many stories (without real
evidence) described Kislyak as a hub in a conspiratorial wheel
that they’re almost impossible to count. “Who is Sergei Kislyak?”
asked Esquire, in a typical treatment. “And what does he know?”

How about nothing? Mueller says the Sessions meeting with
Kislyak didn’t “include any more than a passing mention of the
Presidential campaign.” So much for all those stories. The report
added Kislyak’s contacts with Trump campaign officials both at an
April 16, 2016 Trump speech and at the Republican convention
were “brief, public, and non-substantive.”

How about the “Trump Pushed a Pro-Russia RNC Platform on
Ukraine” story?

The premise there was the Trump campaign intervening for
Russia at Trump’s convention, preventing the Republicans from
green-lighting a call to arm Ukraine. This tale was often used to
buttress the quid pro quo theory.
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«3namaHi gokymeHTn 6ynun 6 B 06MiH Ha nonituky Trump
aaMiHicTpauii , gka ge-nigkpecntoe (3roptae) BTOPrHeHHs Pocii B
YKpaiHi , a 3aMiCTb LIbOro oKyCyeTbCsl Ha KpUTKKY KpaiHn HATO
3a HecnnaTy CBO crpaBeasnimBy 4acTky», Sk Russiagate MC
Lndbd noknactu noro B cnyx 6yauMHKy , CEPNO3HO 3ayBakKUBLLIN,
wo ManadopT i Kaptep Mengx 6ynu Ha 3'i3g,.

"Toro x micaus, konu Tpamn 3anepedyBae posb [yTiHa B YkpaiHi,
Mnoro KomaHga nocnabuna napTiHy nnatgopmy woao Ykpaiim", -
AoaaB AeMoKpaTUYHUK koHrpecMeH AHape KapcoH 3 IHgiaHn.

£ 3arnsHyB y Lo icTopilo ABa poku Tomy, konu Baiipox Mopk 3"
BawuHemoHcbKk020 ek3ameHamopa" 3pobuB dparMeHT,
Hanonsirar4M Ha TOMy, LLO) NonpaBka, sika NPOMNoHye "neTanbHy
06opoHHy 36pot" ans YkpaiHu, Bce ogHo byna 6 B6uTa B
KOMITEeTi; 6) ocTaTOuHY MOBY, 3aTBEPIKEHY TpamMnom Ha YKpaiHa
OGyna aKkTU4YHO XOPCMKIWOo, He CNabKiLOo, HiXX NoYaTKoBa
pecnybnikaHcbka Npono3unuis.

A He 6yB dbanaTom BaiipoHa Mopka. Mu 3iTkHynMcst Skoch
HeKpacuBo Yepes npobnemu diHaHCOBOI Kpu3un. Ane noro ictopis
BUSABMIACS NPaBUIIBHOLO.

MosicHMB generaT, SKuiA 3anponoHyBaB Nonpasky,
0006po3nunNuBMn BOCbMUreHapin Ha im'a JiaHa [leHmaH 3 panoHy
CaH-AHTOHIO. LLe y BicimaecaTux pokax naHi [leHmaH npautoBana
B aaMiHicTpauii PerraHa B psagi MOXNUBOCTEN, B TOMY YUCHI 5K
cnisronosa KoHcynstatusHoi pagu Kopnycy Mupy.

Lis Bca gpama 6yna po3noyata He TOMY, Lo LUMUIYHN
npowenoTinu Ha Byxo Tpamna, wob nepenucaTu NOMITUKY Ha
poroay Pocii, a Tomy, wo micic [leHmaH TypGyBana crapy
nam’aTb. YKpaiHui, BUaSBunocs, Haraganwu in KoHTtp. BoHa i3 cymom
3ragyBarna rBuHTIBKW, siki y KoHTpaca 6ynu He ayxe rapHi. "MeHi
Oyno uikaBo, Yn BOHM HaBIiTb CTPINATL", - CKa3ana BoOHa MEHI.
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“The hacked documents would be in exchange for a Trump
Administration policy that de-emphasizes (minimizes) Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and instead focuses on criticizing NATO
countries for not paying their fair share,” is how Russiagate MC
Schiff put it in a House hearing, gravely noting both Manafort and
Carter Page were at the convention.

“The same month that Trump denied Putin’s role in Ukraine, his
team weakened the party platform on Ukraine,” Democratic
congressman Andre Carson of Indiana added.

| looked into this story two years ago, when Byron York of the
Washington Examiner did a piece insisting a) the amendment
proposing “lethal defensive weapons” for Ukraine would have
been killed in committee anyway, and b) the final Trump-approved
language on Ukraine was actually tougher, not weaker, than the
original Republican proposal.

| was not a fan of Byron York’s. We'd clashed in some ugly ways
over financial crisis issues. But his story proved right.

The delegate who proposed the amendment, a kindly
octogenarian named Diana Denman from the San Antonio area,
explained. Back in the eighties, Mrs. Denman served the Reagan
Administration in a number of capacities, including as co-chair of
the Peace Corps Advisory Council.

This whole drama was started not because spies whispered in
Trump’s ear to rewrite policy to please Russia, but because Mrs.
Denman was troubled by an old memory. Ukrainians, it turned out,
reminded her of the Contras. She recalled with sadness the rifles
the Contras had weren’t very good. “I| wondered if they’d even
shoot,” she told me.
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3 Ui€i NpnYMHM BOHa 3anpornoHyBana NyHKT Ha nnaTgopmi, SK1i
3aknukaBs 6u "nigTpumyBaTy (i, AKWO Lie rapaHTyBaTUMe,
36inbLyBaTn) caHkuii" npotu Pocii Ta HanpaBnsaTK "netansbHy
060poHHY 36pot" B YkpaiHy.

Hessaxatouum Ha Te, Wwo [JeHMaH maB NeBHy NigTPUMKY, YneHu
nigKkomiTeTy HauioHanbHoI 6e3nekun "AmMepuka BiopPOoKEHHS"
niaTeepannu, Wo "030poeHHN" NiHINKK Hi B ikoMy pasi He
NPOXO4MI0 KOMITET, KUK, MO CYTi, NPOrosiocyBas 3a HbOro
(nporonocyeas nNpoTn) ABiui.

3a crioBaMu 0AHOrO 3 YNEHIB KOMITeTY, icTopis B Mopky 6yna
"nocuTb 6NM3bKOKD A0 pe3ynbTaTiB TOro, L0 CTanocs, a Takox
TOro, Lo pobunocs i He mano 3Ha4yeHHs". OCTaHHIN YpMBOK
BMMAarae CaHkKUi Ta "BignoBigHOT 4onomMorn 36poiHMM cunam
Ykpainn". ObrnaBa 4ONOBHEHHS 3pobunm pesontouito YkpaiHu
GinbL arpecmBHOO, HiXX opuriHanbHUn TekCT GOP, siKnin 3aknukae
nuwe go "BignoBigHMx 3axogis" Ta "pieHHNA".

3akntovHmi TekeT nnatdopmmn RNC Takox 0y, 4o pedi, 6inbL
xopcTtkum ansa Pocii, Hix JemokpaTtuyHa nnatgopma, gaka He
BMMArarna aHi CaHkuin, aHi 36poi ans Ykpainu. binbwicte rmagavis
MSNBC 6yayTb 3auBOBaHi, Ai3HaBLUMCb NPO AEMOKPATUYHY
nnaTdopmMy, gKka LbOro PoKy BKMtovana uen ypmBok:

Mwn pamo 3po3symiTtu NyTiHy, WO MK roToBi cniBnpautoBaTu 3
HWUM, KONM Lie HaMm nia iHTepecw ... ane Mun He Byaemo BaraTucs
NPOTWN POCINCBLKOI arpecir.

Lle 6yB knacu4HWi BUNagoK CYHLO-Aepkasu (nonitnyHo nisi ) 3MI
He cTeXaTb 3a 3aKOHHWIW YepBOHO-AepPXKaBK (NOSITUYHO NPaBo )
3BITHOCTEW (3BUYAMNHO , ¥ 3BOPOTHIN CTOPOHI TaK e 4acTo BipHO,
3BEpTalYNCh A0 BESIMKOro CTPYKTYPHOMY HecTaui B Bi3HeCI).
IcTopis Mopka B kiHLieBOMY MiACcyMKy niaTeepaunacs Mionnepom,
sAKkun nucas: "Po3acnigyBaHHst HE BCTAHOBUIO, WO HaMaraHHs
O[IHOro YMHOBHMKA KaMnaHii po36aBnTn YacTuHy nnaTcopmm
PecnybnikaHcbkoi napTii WoAo HagaHHA gonomMorn YkpaiHi 6ynum
3gincHeHi 3a baxkaHHAM KaHgmaaTa Tpamna abo Pocii".
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For this reason, she proposed a paragraph in the platform that
would have called for “maintaining (and, if warranted, increasing)
sanctions” on Russia and sending “lethal defensive weapons” to
Ukraine.

Even though Denman had some support, members of the
“America Resurgent” National Security Subcommittee confirmed
the “weapons” line would not in any case have passed the
committee, which essentially voted it down (voted against) twice.

As one committee member said, the York story was “pretty close
to the upshot of what happened, as well as what did and did not
matter.” The final passage called for sanctions and “appropriate
assistance to the armed forces of Ukraine.” Both additions made
the Ukraine resolution more aggressive than the original GOP
text, which called only for “appropriate measures” and “resolve.”

The final RNC platform text was also, incidentally, tougher on
Russia than the Democratic platform, which didn’t call for either
sanctions or arms for Ukraine. Most MSNBC viewers would be
surprised to learn the Democratic platform that year included this
passage:

We will make it clear to Putin that we are prepared to cooperate
with him when it is in our interest... but we will not hesitate to
stand up to Russian aggression.

This was a classic case of blue-state (politically left) media not
following up legit red-state (politically right) reporting (of course
the converse is just as often true, speaking to a major structural
flaw in the business). York’s story ended up being confirmed by
Mueller, who wrote: “The investigation did not establish that one
Campaign official’s efforts to dilute a portion of the Republican
Party platform on providing assistance to Ukraine were
undertaken at the behest of candidate Trump or Russia.”
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BigcyTHICTb Y 3BITi XKo4HMX BKasiBok, o NMon MaHadopT
cninkyBascs 3 [xyniaHom AcaHxem, cxoxe, NiATBEPOAXYE Te, WO
BCi, OKpiM pegaktopa " [apdiaHa", Bxe 3Hal0Tb: L0 pO3noBiab
JTioka XapgiHra npo TaEeMHy 3yCTpid MiXK HUMK 3 27 nuctonaga
MMWHYNOro poky 0yna XuTpoto.

MNepen sBubopamu , Slate onybnikysas « bys cepep Trump
cnifikyBaHHA 3 Pocieto ?» ge onucaHo HibMTo nigo3piny
B3aeEMOit0 Mixx koMn'toTepHMM cepBepoM Anbda-baHky B Pocii Ta
cepBepoM, 3apeecTpoBaHMM y kKamnaHii Tpamna. Nam'ataete
KOMeHTap pagHuka KniHToHcbKol kamnaHii [pkerika CannisaHa
nicnsa Buxogy Uboro Teopy? "Ll TaemHa rapsya niHis moxe 6yTtu
KnoYem 40 PO3KPUTTA TaeMHULI 3B'A3kiB Tpamna 3 Pocieto", -
Hanucae BiH .

Y 3BiTi Mionnepa Hi4oro He ckasaHo Npo Len cepBep, ane BiH
roBOpuTb NPO Te, Wo ronosa Anbga-baHky MNeTpo AseH
HamaraBcsl | He 3Mir HanaroguTn KOHTaKT 3 kKaMmnaHieto Tpamna nig
yac nepexony yepes uneHa Pagu npaeniHHa HauioHanbHOro
iHTepecy Pivapaa bepta. BiH HiGuTO MaB niHito go xapena
KywHepa 4epes kepiBHuka CNI Omutpa Canmca.

Omxe, abo cymHO3BiCHMI cepBep OyB cripaBai TAEMHOK raps4oto
niHieto, i ABeH NpocTo pobuna Burnag, Wo wykae 3ycTpidi Tak, sk

BCi iHLUi - NPOBIBLIN MOro TeNedOHHY KHUMY B MOLLYKax KOroch i3
3B’A3kamMu - abo icTopia cepsepa 6yna 6e3rny3goto.

Hansaxnueiwmin ypuBok Ha opoHTOBIM 3MOBiI 6YB NOMi4YEeHWI
eHHom [MpiHBanbaom y «llepexonui»:
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The absence in the report of any indication Paul Manafort
interacted with Julian Assange seems to confirm what everyone
except the editor of the Guardian already knows: that Luke
Harding'’s tale of a secret meeting between the two from
November 27 of last year was a hoax.

Before the election, Slate published “Was a Trump server
communicating with Russia?” which described ostensibly
suspicious interaction between a computer server for Alfa-Bank in
Russia and a server registered to the Trump campaign.
Remember Clinton campaign adviser Jake Sullivan’s comment
after that piece came out? “This secret hotline may be the key to
unlocking the mystery of Trump’s ties to Russia,” he wrote.

Mueller’s report says nothing about this server, but it does say
Alfa-Bank chief Pyotr Aven tried, and failed, to make contact with
the Trump campaign during the transition, through Center for the
National Interest board member Richard Burt. He supposedly had
a line to Jared Kushner through CNI head Dmitri Simes.

So either the infamous server was indeed a secret hotline and
Aven was just pretending to scrounge for a meeting the way
everyone else would — by going through his phone book in search
of someone with connections — or the server story was
meaningless.

The most important passage on the collusion front was one noted
by Glenn Greenwald in The Intercept:
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BinomMcTBO BM3HAYMMO YNCIIEHHI KOHTAKTU - "3B’A3KK", BUCIOBMEHI
HaKa3oM NpPo NPU3HAYEHHS, - MiXk MocagoBUMM ocobamMm kaMmnaHii
"Tpamn" Ta ocobamu, siki MatoTb 3B'A3KM 3 POCIMCLKUM YPSOOM ...
CnigcTteo poarnagano, Yn CTocyBanues Li KOHTakTu abo
npusBoAunM 4o koopauHadii Y amosu 3 KamnaHxieto Tpamna Ta
Pociqa, B ToMy uncni ctocoBHO Pocii, ska Hagae gonomory
KamnaHii B 06MmiH Ha Byab-sikun cnpyaTnvMBMIA CNOCIO NikyBaHHA B
ManbyTHbOMY. Ha nigcTtasi HasiBHOT iHpopmalLii crigcTeo He
BCTAHOBWJIO TaKOi koopAuHadil.

Llen ypuBoOK 03Hayae, Lo BCi Ui pO3MOBCIOAKEHI giarpamu npo
3B'a3kmn Tpamna 3 Pocieto - HamanboBaHi rapsa4ykoBnuM CNocobom,
HIOM oNs HacnigyBaHHA KiHOMpe3eHTauin Madio3HMX iepapxiv Ymn
eKina)xiB HapPKOTUKIB Y CTUMi APOTY - BUSIBUNUCA
Oe3pe3ynbTaTHMMKU BNpaBaMu NigKIHOYEeHHA akTUYHO
HenoB'sa3aHnNX Kparnok.

Y Oyab-siKin iHLWIN cMTyauii, Mao4M Ha yBasi, Lo noau, siki He
MatoThb XXOAHOro CTOCYHKY OAWH 4O OAHOrO 3a MeXxamm
HaLiOHaNbHOCTi, 3MOBHUKM BBaXXaTUMYTbCA 6€3yMHMMM Ta
pacucTCbKMMK, ane e pobunocsa perynsapHo nig yYac uiei manii. Ak
Mi gpyr i KonuwHin Moscow  Tauwmc 3a3HaumB pegaktop MeTT
Bivens , Tinbkn 6ydy4u poCiiCbKkUM NPOKLLIa AOBrMI Wax , Wwobd
oTpuMaTn Bac B rasetax B Lii POKMW.

PagsiHcbkun emirpaHT , no imeHi FOpin Vanetik ctae npegmeTom
yncneHHmnx McClatchy WTyK , No- BUAMMOMY , TOMY LLO BiH OAHOrO
pa3y B3saB cenu (oTorpadito cebe) 3 Nonom MaHadopTtom. Y
xypHani Wall Street Journal BaHeTuk po3nosig, gk MakKnauui , He
CTBEPOXKYHOUM XKOAHMX NPaBONOpYyLUEHb , 3apobnsB CiHO
(ckopucTaBLUMCh) TUM, WO Y Hboro € TOB ( Hesernvka koprnopadis
©e3 akuin ) . "TOB iHogj [BMKOPUCTOBYHOTLCSA] ANA LUMPOKOro Kona
HeudecHux Uinen", - nncas MakKnaui , "BKMoyaloum yxmneHHsa Big
cnnaTtu nodaTkiB Ta BiMUBAHHS rpoLLER, OCKINbKU BOHU MOXYTb
npuxoBaTN CBOE CNpaBXHE NpaBo BnacHocTi (koHTpornk) ". Y CLUA
€ noHaa asa MinbioHn TOB.
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The Office identified multiple contacts—*“links,” in the words of the
Appointment Order—between Trump Campaign officials and
individuals with ties to the Russian government... The
investigation examined whether these contacts involved or
resulted in coordination or a conspiracy with the Trump Campaign
and Russia, including with respect to Russia providing assistance
to the Campaign in exchange for any sort of favorable treatment in
the future. Based on the available information, the investigation
did not establish such coordination.

This passage means that all those sprawling org charts about
Trump’s Russia connections — drawn in feverish fashion, as if to
emulate movie representations of mafia hierarchies or Wire-style
drug crews — turned out to be gratuitous exercises in connecting
actually unrelated dots.

In any other situation, implying people who have no relation to one
another beyond nationality are conspirators would be considered
insane and racist, but it was done with regularity during this
mania. As my friend and former Moscow_Times editor Matt
Bivens noted, just being Russian went a long way to getting you in
the papers in these years.

A Soviet émigré named Yuri Vanetik became the subject of
multiple McClatchy pieces apparently because he once took a
selfie (photograph of oneself) with Paul Manafort. In the Wall
Street Journal, Vanetik described how McClatchy, without alleging
any wrongdoing, made hay (took advantage) of the fact that he
had an LLC (small corporation without shares). “LLCs sometimes
[are] used for a wide array of nefarious purposes,” McClatchy
wrote, “including tax evasion and money laundering, because they
can hide their true ownership (control).” There are over two million
LLCs in the United States.
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Washington Post ony6nikyBana « Trump kamnaHito Pocii
KpaBaTtku: XT0 3anpoLieHuit » , SKU1N BKNIOYaB iIHTEPaKTUBHY
iHTepakTuBHY giarpamy. BiH nokasas, wo Tpyn Tpybauis,
3gaBarnocs 6, NoB'dA3aHui 3 pOcoM pocisiH. AgeokaTt Tpamna
Mawnkn KoeH, Hanpuknag, 0yB NoB'A3aHUN 3 Npec-cekpeTapem
MytiHa Amutpom MNeckosum.

"eHe3unc uboro "3B'a3ky" Bkovas Hesgani sycunnsa Koena, wob
oTpumaTtu nigTpmumMky Pocii ans cymHossicHoi yrogn Tpamna
Tayep, sKky BiH Ta npuaTtenb ®enikc Catep rotysanu y 2015-2016
pokax. 3 Mionnepa, mn 3Haemo, o KoeH BykBanbHO MycuB
3aTenedoHyBaTth (3BEPHYTUCA 4O He3HanoMmoi nogmnHn) Kpemnio
B MoLUyKax opiliHOT NigTpUMKK B UbOMY eni3ogi. binbLue Toro, y
aeTtansix, siki roBopATb NPO NOBHY abCypAHICTb L€l 3MOBMW,
HamaraHHs KoeHa xonogHoto nowToto NeckoBa cnovaTtky 3a3Hanm
HeBAaui, OCKiNbKKW BiH HenpaBunbHO BBIB agpecy! 3i 3BiTy:

KoeH nomurnkogo sukopucmas adpecy enneKmpoHHOI nowmu “
Pr_peskova@prpress.gof.ru ” 3amicms “
Pr_peskova@prpress.qov.ru ”, momy rnogioomrieHHs1 e51eKmpOHHOI
nowmu, 04e8UGHO, He NPOWLLNO ...

BpewTi-peluT Le BCce-Taku Haginwno, ane Bignosigi He 6yno.
Akwo He BkasaHo, [Tocm onucas Lie HenpasuWibHO HadicnaHe,
HeBigOMe MOBIAOMIIEHHS eNTEKTPOHHOI NOLUTOK Tak:

EnekTpoHHUM NUCT Big3Ha4vaB HanbinbL 6e3nocepenHio
B3aEMOAil0 Ton-nomivyHnka Tpamna Ta CTapLUoro YneHa ypagy
MyTina.

B iHwWin rnyanuein getani, cxoxe, KoeH nigipeas nponosuito npo
aonomory B yrogi npo Tayep Big OmuTtpa Knokosa, KOMULHBOIO
npec-aupexkTopa PocincbKOro MiHiCTpa eHepreTukK, Nicrs Toro, sk
noryrnue NOro i NnyTas MOro 3 OAHOVMEHHUM BaXKUM
CMNOPTCMEHOM-OMIMNINLIEM .

Togi Buzzfeed 3pobuB Ty camy NnomMunky y CBOin 4oNOBIAi,
noknagarymnch Ha "4oTUPbOX NoAeN, 3HANOMUX i3 MM NUTaHHAM"
(3HaMoMCTBO BUSABMIOCA PiaKMM NOHATTAM y Russiagate ),
po3noBigatoumn Npo "pocinCbKoOro CrnopTCMeHa, Ak 3anponoHysas
npeactasutn foHansaa Tpamna MyTiHy".
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The Washington Post published “Trump Campaign’s Russia Ties:
Who's Involved,” which included a clickable interactive chart. It
showed a slew of Trumpsters seemingly connected to a slew of
Russians. Trump lawyer Michael Cohen, for instance, was shown
linked to Putin press secretary Dmitry Peskov.

The genesis of this “connection” involved Cohen’s failed efforts to
get Russian backing for the infamous Trump Tower deal he and
buddy Felix Sater cooked up in 2015-2016. From Mueller, we
know Cohen literally had to cold-call (contact an unfamiliar
person) the Kremlin in search of official support in this episode.
Moreover, in a detail that speaks to the total absurdity of this
conspiracy tale, Cohen'’s efforts to cold-mail Peskov failed at first
because he mis-typed the address! From the report:

Cohen erroneously used the email address
“Pr_peskova@prpress.gof.ru” instead of
“Pr_peskova@prpress.gov.ru,” so the email apparently did not go
through...

It did eventually arrive, but got no reply. Undeterred, the Post
described this mis-sent, not-followed-up-upon email as follows:

The email marked the most direct interaction yet of a top Trump
aide and a senior member of Putin’s government.

In another ludicrous detail, Cohen appears to have blown off an
offer of help with the Tower deal from Dmitry Klokov, a former
press chief to a Russian Energy Minister, after Googling him and
confusing him with an Olympic weightlifter of the same name.

Buzzfeed then made the same mistake in its reporting, relying
upon “four people familiar with the matter” (familiarity turned out to
be a fluid concept in Russiagate), telling of a “Russian athlete who
offered to introduce Donald Trump to Putin.”
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Y YnCreHHNX NOBTOPHMX NOBIAOMIIEHHSIX NPO L0 CNpaBy 3 iHWKX
opraHisauin, Knokos HeBaxkoaTneT 4acTo NpoCTO ONUCYBaBCS SK
"Pocig", ak B " kamnaHii Tpamna Pocis 3anponoHyBana nonitu4Hy

CUHeprito ".

YuTatoum 3BiT, 3p0O3yMino, LLO Xo4a BaXKoaTneT Hacnpasdi
NpOrnoHyBaBs BnawuTyBaTu 3ycTpid 3 "UikaBoto noguHor” (MyTiH, 3a
cnosamun Mionnepa, xoya He sICHO, Yn Knokos HacnpaBii MaB Taki
3B'A3kn uM OyB LLie OQHUM B MOpe apTUCTIB BS (dhirHs) B Uin
icTopil), Bignosigb KoeHa oxopoHsIBCS.

BiH cka3aB Knokosy, LWo Oyab-gka Taka 3yCTpid, L0 CTOCYETbCS
KoeHa un Tpamna, noBuHHa OyTK "B NOEAHAHHI 3 PO3BUTKOM Ta
odiliHMM BisUTOM". IHWMMK crioBamu, BiH Hanonsaras Ha TOMy,
o6 6yab-sika 3ycTpiv He Oyna TaemHot. Lis getans cynepeunTb
CAPURHATTIO KamnaHil Tpamna, pily4ol ANs NowyKy TaeMHUX
wnsxis go MNytiHa.

Google, skmn "cninbHO 3" eNeKTPOHHO MOLITO0, BU 3HangeTe
OBa 3BEPHEHHS, 06MaBa 3a ocTaHHIn TwkaeHb. Wykante "Bagai,
HaLl xnon4mk Moxe ctatn npesmgeHtom CLUA" abo "mu Bubepemo
[oHanbaa", i Bu 3HangeTte Tucsdi. [JIMBOBMXKHO, SKi €NEKTPOHHI
ANCTW NpocoYnnncs , ki He Bynu, a aKi XypHanicTu BUpILLNIK
3pobUTM HOBUHAMMN.

Yroga Tpamna Ha Bexi 6yna 3akoHHoto icTopieto. Lie abcontoTHO
NPOMOHYBano MOXIMUBICTb KOpynuii. HeBaxko 6yno yasutu, Wwo
HoHanbg Tpamn aMiHMB NoniTUKy abo ABa B 06MiH Ha BUrigHY
yrogy 3 HEpYXoMiCTIO.

Akbn B Takomy onosigaHHi 6yno HaBiTb 3epHO Npasau, 6yno 6
nerko 3po3ymitu, Yyomy Agam Lndd moxe Hassatu Le " IHLWO
dopmoto 3moBu ". IcTopisa npo Tower Takox 3anponoHyBana
NpyvHanMHI BigaaneHy peanictTuyHy MOXINUBICTb LLAHTaXY,
ockinekn Tpamn Ha novatky 2016 poky ny6nivyHO 3asBuB, LLO He
Mae AinoBux BigHOCWH Yy POCii, Konu TexHi4yHOo Bce Lwe pobus (abo
Aymas, LWo Le pobuB). Ak 3HoBY 3a3HaumB LUndd, " pocigHu
3Hanu, LWo Lie Henpaeda ", i MOrnm BUKOPUCTaTK Lie NPOTK HbOTO,
Xo4a ue npunyckae, wo Tpamn 3HaTume, Lo 30eHTexeHe
BiAKPUTTAM.
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In numerous re-reports of this affair by other outlets, Klokov the
not-weightlifter was often simply described as “Russia,” as in
“Trump campaign was offered political synergy by Russia.”

Reading the report, it’s clear that while the not-weightlifter was in
fact offering to set up a meeting with a “person of interest” (Putin,
according to Mueller, although it's not clear if Klokov actually had
such connections or was yet another in a sea of BS (bullshit)
artists in this story), Cohen’s response was guarded.

He told Klokov any such meeting, involving Cohen or Trump,
would have to be “in conjunction with the development and an
official visit.” In other words, he insisted on any meeting not being
in secret. This detail is at odds with the perception of a Trump
campaign determined to seek out secret pathways to Putin.

Google that “In conjunction with” email and you’ll find two hits,
both from the last week. Search for “Buddy our boy can become
President of the USA” or “we will get Donald elected,” and you’ll
find thousands. It's amazing what emails were leaked, which ones
were not, and which ones reporters chose to make into news.

The Trump Tower deal was a legit story, on the surface. It
absolutely suggested the possibility of corruption. It was easy to
imagine Donald Trump changing a policy take or two in exchange
for a lucrative real estate deal.

If there was even a grain of truth to such a narrative, it would be
easy to understand why Adam Schiff might call this “A different
form of collusion.” The Tower story also offered an at least
distantly realistic possibility of blackmail, as Trump in early 2016
was publicly claiming not to have business dealings in Russia
when he technically still did (or thought he did). As Schiff noted
again, “The Russians knew it wasn’t true,” and could have used
this against him, although this assumes Trump would know to be
embarrassed by the revelation.
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Ane gonosigb Mionnepa BUKINKAE NUTaHHSA, Yn He 610 OO LbOro
yacy LLe XOOHOT pociaHn B LR icTopil.

MpoekT, 3gaeTbces, po3novascs 3 pinaHciHry Mankna KoeHa B
nowykax gonapa. lNotimM BiH BignpasBmB nig 3actasy, KONKW ctano
3pO3YyMIno, LWo 1noro noteHuinHun napTtHep Penikc Catep He
PO3MOBISIB 3 BEMMKMMWU pO3MOBaMM | He pobus Byab-AKOro CBoro
006iusHOro BaXXKoro nignomMy Ha CTOPOHI 3B'AI3KY.

3pnaeTbes, Catep OyB pywiem yroan npo Bexy. Ak 3a3Havae
D>xoHHi [lyanep i3 The Intercept (i Ha CbOrogHILLHIN AeHb HIXTO
IHLUWIA Y CUHIX gepkaBHMX 3acobax macoBoi iHpopmauii), Mionnep
4YOMYCb HEXTYBAB Y 3BiTi, W06 3a3Ha4MTK, WO "WTaTHUN
KOHCYNbTaHT 3 HepyxoMocTi B Hilo-Mopky" CaTep € ogHuM i3 paay
BigoMi dpefieparnbHi iHhopMmaTopHu, LLO BKa3yTb Ha L0 CBOEPIOHY
po3noBigb. Yrogy npo cnienpau 19-ro degepansHoro Catepa
HaBiTb MigNUcaB OAWH i3 cTapLmnx Npokypopis Mionnepa EHgpto
BanccmaH.

Came Catep OyB aBTOPOM ANBOBWKHUX 3arofIOBOK ENMEKTPOHHUX
nuctie "baaai, Haww xnon4ymk moxe ctatu npesngeHtom CLUA" i "A
3myLly BCto komanay NyTiHa npugbaTtun”. BiH Takox TON, XTO
nepekoHyBaB KoeHa nigkpecnutn iHTepec ao yrogn HasecHi 2016
POKy, Yepes Micaui nicnsa Toro, 9k KoeH BTpaTuB iHTEpec,
noobiyasLn nomy ocobucty 3yctpiy 3 MNyTiHUM, AKwo BiH Byae
BiggigyeaTu MNMeTtepbyp3abkun popym ("Pociicekuin Jasoc", Catep
webeTas) .

Cnovatky KoeH norogmscs ("lNpautoe ons meHe", - Hanncas BiH),
ane 3rojoM 3HOBY BIiZIKIMKaBCH, K 3a3Ha4YaeTbCA Yy 3BITi:

KoeH 6yB cTypbOBaHU TUM, LLO POCINCLKI YNHOBHMKM Hacnpaegi
He 6panu yyactb abo He Bynu 3auikaBneHi y 3ycTpidi 3 HUM (5K
ctBepaxyBaB Catep), i TOMy BiH BUPILUMB He ixaTn Ha PopymMm.

CaTtep nocunaecs Ha KoeH imeHa i lMyTiHa, i MeckoBa, ane Hi
BOHM, Hi OyAb-AKWUN iHWWIA POCINCBKUIA YUHOBHUK HacnpaBegi He
BigoOpaxatoTbCa Ha BCiN LN WKani Yyacy, okpim Toro, sik lNeckoB
nigTBepAmB, WO BiH irHOpPYBaB enekTpoHHY nowwty KoeHa.
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But the Mueller report raises questions as to whether there even
were any Russians in this story by then.

The project seems to have begun with Michael Cohen freelancing
in search of a buck. He then bailed the instant it became clear his
would-be partner, Felix Sater, wasn’t delivering on big talk or
doing any of his promised heavy lifting on the connections side.

It seems Sater was the driver of the Tower deal throughout. As
noted by Johnny Dwyer of The Intercept (and no one else in blue-
state media, to date), Mueller for some reason neglected in the
report to note the “New York-based real estate advisor” Sater is
one of a number of known federal informants dotting this peculiar
narrative. Sater’s 19federal cooperation agreement was even
signed by one of Mueller’s senior prosecutors, Andrew Weissman.

It was Sater who authored the amazing headline-grabbing emails
of the “Buddy our boy can become President of the USA” and ‘I
will get all of Putin’s team to buy in” variety. He’s also the one who
convinced Cohen to rekindle interest in the deal in the spring of
2016, months after Cohen lost interest, promising him a personal
meeting with Putin if he would attend the St. Petersburg Forum
(“Russia’s Davos,” Sater chirped).

Cohen at first agreed (“Works for me,” he wrote), but later
withdrew again, as the report notes:

Cohen was concerned that Russian officials were not actually
involved or were not interested in meeting with him (as Sater had
alleged) and so he decided not to go to the Forum.

Sater invoked to Cohen the names of both Putin and Peskov, but
neither they nor any other Russian official actually show up in this
whole timeline, apart from Peskov confirming he ignored Cohen’s
email.
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KoeH B KiHLeBOMY Migcymky OyB 3acygXeHWUin KpMMIHANbHO 3a
KpMMiHanbHy BiANOBiAaNbHICTb 3a BpexHio Npo yroay, aka
3akiH4YMnacs B CiyHi, i npeca 6yna psicHa po3nosigsiMy nNpo
3roBiCHI neperoBopu « Tpamn - MockBay . Lle 6yno He3Baxatoun
Ha Te, LLO B Ui yrogi, Moxnueo, He 6yno 6arato "Mockeu"
(npaBga, cxoxe, "neperosopu Catepa-KoeHa").

Ak i B ka3ui npo Oxxopaxa MNanagonynoca, npo6aynneoro
kacTodha (LLock BUKMHYTO) Bifg kKamnaHii beHa KapcoHa, sikui,
3gaBanocs 6, NpoTArom AeKiNbKoX XBUMWH NiCns NpuegHaHHsS 00
kamnaHii Tpamna 6yB 3aBaneHuin HENPoOXaHMMK NNiTkamm
ManbTiNCLKOro npodecopa, i XiHka NManagonynoc BBaxana
nnemiHHuueto Bonogumupa lMytiHa (Y MNyTiHa HeMae nnemiHHui ),
Lie HiKOMnM He BCTAHOBMEHO - HaBiTb Yy 3BiTi Mionnepa - Tam, ge €
odpilinHe pocincbke 3'egHaHHs (nocunaHHs) . Mionnep B poaginax
Managonynoca nocunaeTtbcs Ha "pociicbknin 6pya” i "KoMyHikauii,
nos'asaHi 3 Pocieto", ane Hige He CTBEPAXYETbCSA, WO Oyab-SKui 3
uuMx nogen, 3 akumm 3yctpivaecs Managonynoc, 6ye Hacnpaeai
POCINCbKMMUM YMHOBHMKaMK. Bce, Lo BCTaHOBIEHO, - Lie AyMaB
Managonynoc.

CnpaBXHS 3Ha4YMMICTb TOro, Wo Monnep He 3Mir 3HanTu
«KOOpAuHauito 4m 3MoBY» B Byab-siKiii 3 HE3MIYEHHUX «3B'A3KIB»
MK Tpamnom i pocissHamn 4n, MOXITMBO, pocidHaMK, Nonsarae B
TOMY, WO BiH pobuTh CMilHI (pobuTe Bearnysai) pokM HOBUH, SKi
LUYKaTb CEHCY B LINX 3B’sA3KaX.

Hanpuknag, y 6epesHi 2017 poky, konu [kenmc Komi ceigume, Lo
®EP poscrigysarno, 4u icHye " koopanHauis MiXK NoAbMU,
MnoB’A3aHMMU 3 KaMnaHieto Tpamna, Ta pocisHamu ", BeCb
iHbopMaUinHmi BisHec npunwoB y ryx. [apdiaH gonosigb 6ys
TUNOBUM:

... Yygosun i 6esnpeLeneHTHUIA nopir B NoniTuyHin ictopii CLUA,
LLIO BMKINWKAE Mo3a CyMHIBOM, LLIO OTOYEHHS npesnaeHTa
npoBoAMIIOCS Nif, CNiACTBOM LLOAO MOXITMBOIO NMOCTYMKX 3
iHO3EMHUM NPOTMBHMKOM LLOAO BBEAEHHS LibOro npe3ngeHTta npu
Bnagi.
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Cohen was ultimately convicted criminally for lying about the deal
ending in January, and the press was replete with tales of sinister
“Trump—Moscow” negotiations. This was despite the fact that
there might not have been much “Moscow” in this deal (the truth
seems more like “Sater—Cohen negotiations”).

As with the tale of George Papadopoulos, a sorry castoff
(something thrown away) from the Ben Carson campaign who
seemingly within minutes of joining the Trump campaign was
bumrushed with unsolicited gossip by a Maltese professor and a
woman Papadopoulos came to think was Vladimir Putin’s niece
(Putin doesn’t have a niece), it's never established — not even in
the Mueller report — where the official Russian connection (link) is.
Mueller refers in the Papadopoulos sections to “Russian dirt” and
“‘Russia-related communications,” but it's not asserted, anywhere,
that any of these people Papadopoulos met were actually Russian
officials. All that’s established is Papadopoulos thought they
were.

The real significance of Mueller failing to find “coordination or
conspiracy” in any of the countless “links” between Trump and
Russians or perhaps-Russians is that it renders ridiculous (makes
foolish) years of news stories searching for meaning in these
connections.

In March of 2017, for instance, when James Comey testified the
FBI had been investigating whether there was “coordination
between people associated with the Trump campaign and the
Russians,” the entire news business went insane. A Guardian
report was typical:

...a remarkable and unprecedented threshold in US political
history, putting beyond doubt that a sitting’s president’s entourage
was under investigation for possibly conniving with a foreign
adversary to put that president in power.
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3BunyariHo, Mionnep 3apas BU3HauuB, LLO He Byrio 3MOBM UK
KOOpAMHaU,i, O 3HOBY XX TaKv BUKINUKAE NUTAHHS, SKi M1 manu 6
3agaBaTtu y TOM Yac, SK: a Wwo came 6yno 0OCHOBOK ANS LbOro
«6esnpeueneHTHoro» 3oHay? Lo BoHnM manu?

Bynu HesniyeHHi icTopil Lboro TUMy, Big NpoayKLil, Lo
BUrOTOBMSETLCA BUTOKY AoMNoBiai Steele, oo apewty
Managonynoc, HoBMHM , Wo Mionnep impaneled (BubpaHo)
BeNnuKe Xypi (cnigya rpyna) (cepegq iHWKX peven , wobd anentmcs
Ha, gk i Ci - EH - canT ue MOXNUBO, y3rookeHHs 3 "pocincbKMMm
LWUNUIYHCBLKMMK areHTcTBammn") 4o "nepeacBiTHLOro HanboTy" Ha
OyouHok MaHadopTa, o6BmHyBa4veHHs MaHadopTa i Pika NelTca,
00 obLwyKy, Wwo nogaetbes KoeHy, 40 NOCTIMHUX cnekynaLin Lwoao
"spaau . " Lli 3aronoBku BUrnsgaoTh HabaraTo iHaklle 3apas,
Konu Mionnep He 3Mir 3HanTU OCHOBHOI 3MOBW.

HagiTb cymHO3BicHa 3ycTpiy Tpamna Tayep 3 Hatanieto
BecenbH1UbBKOW BUrNAAae sk 3BIT y 3BiTi. PaHiwe BecenbHuubka
noGitoBana NoniTukiB y BalMHITOHI, 3aBXan 3 0OHAKOBMM KPOKOM,
06iLAYM JOMOMOTTU NPUNUHUTI POCIACBKY NiACTYNHY 3a60pOHY
NPUAHATTS B 0OMiIH Ha nocnabneHHs caHkuin Akta MarHitcbkoro,
siki 6e3nocepegHbO TOPKHYNUCS T HEMgHOro KnieHTa dipmu
lMpeBe3oHa, akTUBM SKOro Bynu 3aMopoXeHi Yepes Hux. Mionnep
nosigomnse: BecenbHuubKa HiKONM He AOCTaBnAna HivYoro
cxoxoro 3 6pygom Ha lNinnapi KniHToH, | Tak ocobucto gpatyeana
(Habpnonueo) , bkapen KyliHep Tpudi Hamaraecs BUNPOCUTU
3ibpaHHA MeHLe Hik 3a 20 XBUMWH, BPELUTI-peLuT MilloB PaHo:

KywHep Hagicnas oo ManadpopTa iMessage i3 3a3Ha4YeHHsIM
"BTpaTn vacy", nicng 4yoro ogpasy ABa OKpeMi eNeKTPOHHI N1CTu
nomivyHmMkam komnadii "KyLuHep" 3 NpOXaHHAM BUKMUKATK 1OrO,
wob6 pgatv nomy npueig nitu ...

48


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/how-did-russiagate-start-109092/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.newsweek.com/trump-treason-national-security-expert-1334948
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.newsweek.com/trump-treason-national-security-expert-1334948

Of course, Mueller has now determined there was no conspiracy
or coordination, which again raises questions we should have
been asking at the time, like: what, exactly, was the basis for this
“‘unprecedented” probe? What did they have?

There were countless stories of this type, from the manufactured
leak of the Steele report, to the arrest of Papadopoulos, to news
that Mueller had impaneled (selected) a grand jury (investigative
group) (among other things to look at, as CNN put it, possible
coordination with “Russian spy agencies”) to the “pre-dawn raid”
at the home of Manafort, to the indictments of Manafort and Rick
Gates, to the search warrant served on Cohen, to the constant
speculations about “treason.” These headlines look a lot different
now that Mueller failed to find an underlying conspiracy.

Even the infamous Trump Tower meeting with Natalia
Veselnitskaya looks like a joke in the report. Veselnitskaya had
lobbied politicians in Washington before, always with the same
pitch, promising to help end Russia’s insidious adoption ban in
exchange for loosening Magnitsky Act sanctions that directly
affected her scummy client firm Prevezon, whose assets were
frozen because of them. Mueller reports: Veselnitskaya never
delivered anything like dirt on Hillary Clinton, and was so
personally annoying (bothersome), Jared Kushner tried to beg out
of the meeting three times in less than 20 minutes, eventually
leaving early:

Kushner sent an iMessage to Manafort stating “waste of time,”
followed immediately by two separate emails to assistants at
Kushner Companies with requests that they call him to give him
an excuse to leave...
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Mpobnema 3 TMM, AK NOBIGOMIIANIOCA NPO BCi Ui icTopii, nonsrana
B TOMY, LLO MOXNKMBICTb Tpamna He 6yTn BMHHOW abo Byab-sike
NOSICHEHHS, sIKe He BiANOoBIiAAae NPOKNATIA 3MOBI
(camooueBngHOMY 3MOBI) , NPOCTO HE JocrnigKyBanocd. Tunosui
MeTOA NPUKPUTTSA Liei 6a3un Bkntova y cebe BigmoBy Tpamna, a
paHille HaBiTb NPO 3anepeyeHHsa Tpamna NoBiAOMIIANOCA Make
SK NigTBEPMKEHHS HeNnpaBoOMIipHUX Ain, 9k y " Tpamna nskae"
danblinBe A0Cbe ", He3BaXarun Ha AedKi NepeBipeHi

TBEPKEHHA ".

Ockinbkn Tpamn € MiLlLKOM i pedniEKCMBHUM BPEXYHOM, CXUMNbHUM
3BMHYBa4dyBaTK HaBiTb CrpaBXHi pedi 9K "thanbLumei HOBUHU", SIK,
Hanpwuknag, noBigoOMNeHHsa Npo noro Hakas [loH Makl aHy,
OiNbLUICTb CMHIX AepXxaB Hikonn He 6a4ymnn Hidoro noaibHoro oo
TBEPE30ro BUBYEHHS anbTEPHATUBHUX NMOACHEHD LIbOMY. iCTOpISI.

Ane xxypHanicTi NoBMHHI 6ynu AnByBaTMCA BECb Yac, He 3apaau
Tpamna, a BnacHux, AKWO 3BUHYBaYeHHs NpoTn Tpamna 6ynu
npasauenmun. XTo 6 He 3BEpHYB yBary, noda4yme 6u, Wo crnpaea
npo 3moBYy ByAyeTbCA 3a JONMOMOrOK XUTPOCTI PYK, LLO NOBUHHO
6yno HansikaTu npecy.

Intosito YacTkoBO Nobyaysanu noam Ha 3pasok Wudda, aki
CTBEpAXyBanu, Wo MatoTb "BinbLU HiXX KOCBEHHI" CBiQYEHHSA
ckaHgany " 3a poamipom (BinbLue, Hix) YoTeprenT ". bBynu Takox
LLENOTM HEMEPEBIPEHMX Ka30K, SIKi NPOLLENOTinKu, 6arato 3 HUX
Oynu ckaHganeHMMK (Kinbka penopTepis B AHMIi Ta CLUA, ak
NOMMIKOBO, CKa3anu, Lo OAPYKEHUI CTapLUMIA YUHOBHMK Tpamna
MaB CrnpaBy 3 POCISSHUHOM, Hanpuknag). He BCi Ui ka3ku
noTpanunu 4o Apyky, ane iHgpopmadia 6yna HagpykoBaHa y
OOCUTb BENUKUX KiNTbKOCTAX, LLO XYPHaniCTU JOCUTbL CKOPO
noyvanu KynysaTu CBUHeN y KoriB (KOTiB y Millkax) . Tunosa
KOHCTPyKLis (komningauis) 3'apunaca y ctoxeTi CNN y 6epesHi
2017 poky :

Y ®BP € iHhopmauisq, sika cBig4MTb Npo Te, WO CniBpobiTHUKM
npesngeHTa JoHaneaa Tpamna chinkysanucsa 3 nigo3ptoBaHnMm
POCINCLKMMI onepaTnuBHUMK ocobamu, Wob MOXINBO
KOOpOUHYBATK 3BiNbHEHHS iHhopMaLlil, WO 3aBdana wkoam
kamnanii Xinnapi KniHToH, 3asB1n1 amepukaHCbKi YAHOBHUKN
CNN.
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The problem with the way all of these stories were reported was
that the possibility of Trump not being guilty, or of any explanation
that fell short of damning conspiracy (self-evident collusion), was
simply not investigated. The typical method of covering that base
involved including a Trump denial, and before long even Trump’s
denials were reported almost as confirmations of wrongdoing, as
in “Trump slams ‘fake dossier’ despite some verified claims.”

Because Trump is a gasbag and a reflexive liar prone to
denouncing even true things as “fake news,” like for instance
those reports about his order to Don McGahn, most blue-state
audiences never saw anything like a sober examination of
alternative explanations for this story.

But reporters should have been wondering all along, not for
Trump’s sake but their own, if the allegations against Trump were
true. Anyone paying attention would have seen the collusion case
was being built via sleight of hand, which ought to have scared the
press.

The illusion was built in part by people like Schiff claiming to have
“more than circumstantial” evidence of a scandal “beyond (bigger
than) Watergate” in size. There were also reams of unverifiable
tales whispered, many of them scandalous (multiple reporters in
England and the U.S. were falsely told one married senior Trump
official had an affair with a Russian, for instance). Not all of these
tales got into print, but information was delivered in big enough
guantities that reporters soon enough started buying pigs in pokes
(cats in sacks). A typical construction (compilation) came in a
March 2017 CNN story:

The FBI has information that indicates associates of President
Donald Trump communicated with suspected Russian operatives
to possibly coordinate the release of information damaging to
Hillary Clinton’s campaign, US officials told CNN.

Page-49-


https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2019/03/15/trump-tweet-steele-dossier-fake-brown-dnt-ebof-vpx.cnn
https://www.apnews.com/c3e03438a8034ca19bcd1d2fd273b1df
https://www.apnews.com/c3e03438a8034ca19bcd1d2fd273b1df
https://www.cnn.com/2017/03/22/politics/us-officials-info-suggests-trump-associates-may-have-coordinated-with-russians/index.html

Migo3ptoeThbCSA. .. MOXIIMBO... Lii CrioBa A403BOSISANN aHOHIMHUM
“nocagosusm CLUA” onpuniogHoBaTK TBEPOXKEHHS, SKi
npobueanu BuLe iXHiX AokasiB. KypHanicTu O3BONAKOTb iM
pobuTK Lie 3HOBY i 3HOBY, HE BMMarat4m po3ronoLyBaT CBOK
"iHpopmauito” i YoMy Le "BKasye" Ha LLOCb Take CEpPNO3HE.

LLle ogHa xuTpicTb Nnongarana B Tomy, Wo6 po3noBsicTu
XypHanictam npo Aii, 34inCHeHi noniTukamMmm Ta NPaBoOOXOPOHHUMM
opraHamu, §Ki, 30aeTbCsl, CNPUSOTL iCTOpIl 3aMoBK Tpamna - Npo
BIOKPUTTSA po3cnigyBaHb, NOLEnK1 Npo NOGOBAHHS LWAHTaXY i T.
[l. - konun Hacnpaegi Bce, WO BOHU pobunun, 6yno po3nosictu
iCTOpIt0 NPO iHTpamypar noBigomMIIeHHs abo Aii CMNOoBKKIB.
Mpuknagom moxe cnyrysatu " 3BiT: Cnyx6u po3BiAKM YTPUMYKOTb
iHdbopmadito Big Tpamna " B naz2opbi B ntotomy 2017 poky.

Llen TBip, 6€3yMOBHO, OyB TOYHMM, B TOMY CEHCI, WO iHdhopMauis,
nmoBipHoO, byna 3aTtpumaHa Big Npe3naeHTa, ane BoHa
A03BONMIa HeHa3BaHNM YMHOBHMKaM Ny6iyHO BUCNOBMAOBATH
3aHENOKOEHHS LWoAo "HadinHOCTI", He po3KkpMBaoyM akTUYHNX
AokasiB Komnpomicy.

[HLWMM ronoBHMM OOKYCOM Takoro Buay 6yno Bunyck 3BiTy Steele,
SIKUA BUNLLIOB SK ICTOPISt NPO CEPMO3HNX YNHOBHUKIB, SKI
NPOXOAMNN HABKOMO TOrO, L0 BUABUNOCA MEHLL CEPAO3HUM
nokymeHToMm. [lonoBigb Steele gana rnagadyam YiTky KapTUHY
3MOBM, HE NPOXOAAYM NepeBipkM PaKTiB, Hi B HOBMHHIN
opraHisadii, Hi, HackinbK1 Ham BiAOMO, B Byab-AKOMy AepKaBHOMY
areHTcTBi. Yu cnig Byno rnoro ornaHyTH 6inbLy arpecnBHO?

The Times wonHo onybnikysas " 3BiT Mionnepa, NMOBIpHO,
npusepHe binblue ysBarn" nicns BMCHOBKIB Mionnepa.
Mocunatroumnch Ha e GinbLu aHOHIMHI axepena - Naun, «3HanoMi
3 poboToto mictepa Ctinay, - ra3eta noBigoOMISE, WO «CyMHIBU
OO0 HAZINHOCTI [3BiTY] BUHWMKM HEBAOB3I Nicnsa onybikyBaHHS
OOKyMeHTa».
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Suspected... possibly... these words allowed anonymous “US
officials” to make public assertions that punched above their
evidence. Reporters let them do it over and over, without
demanding they disclose their “information,” and why it “indicates”
something so serious.

Another trick was to tell reporters about actions taken by
politicians and law enforcement that seemed to bolster the Trump
conspiracy story — the opening of investigations, whispers about
fears of blackmail, etc. —when in fact all they did was tell a story
about the intramural communications or actions of security
officials. An example was “Report: Intelligence Officials Withhold
Information From Trump” in The Hill in February 2017.

This piece was surely accurate in the sense that information
probably was withheld from the President, but it allowed unnamed
officials to publicly communicate concerns about “trustworthiness,”
again without disclosing actual evidence of compromise.

The other major trick of this sort was the release of the Steele
report, which got out as a story about serious officials passing
around what turned out to be a less-than-serious document. The
Steele report provided audiences with a clear picture of
conspiracy without ever passing a fact-check, either at a news
organization or, so far as we know, in any government agency.
Should it have been examined more aggressively?

The Times just released “Mueller Report Likely To Draw More
Scrutiny” in the wake of the Mueller findings. Citing still more
anonymous sources — people “familiar with Mr. Steele’s work” —
the paper now reports, “misgivings about [the report’s] reliability
arose not long after the document became public.”

Page-50-


https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/319812-report-intelligence-officials-withhold-information-from-trump
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/319812-report-intelligence-officials-withhold-information-from-trump

e Toni 6ynu Ti pxepena? Yomy Times He 3anutyBaB? Tak caMmo i
3 bo6 ByaBopaom, sikui 3apas kaxe, WO "AyKe CyMHiBHE" A0Cbe
"noTpibHo poscnigysatn". BiH paHiwe He anByBaBcA?

loes npo Te, Wwo axeperna 6esnekun Ta NONITUYHI 4isdi CBiZoMO
nigLWTOBXYBaTUMYTb PO3MNOBIAb, WO HE Mae AokasiB, byna
YY)KO3EMHO0 A5 po3rnsay, ane Tak BuHukna iges, wo eChb un
MyTiH 3any4yatumyTb goTU4Horo 6a66epmyta [JoHanbna Tpamna B
HacTinbkn getanbHy 3amoBy. Ocb YoMy s nobotoBaBcH, LLO LS
icTopia 6yna MiHHMM NONeM Ha No4YaTky.

Hac npocunu 6arato ammputmncs 3 Bipoto, i SIKLO iCTopis 3MOBU
Tpamna He Gyna npaBamBoto, 6yno HebaraTto anbTepHaTUBHMX
NOSICHEHb, siKi 6y He 0QHAKOBO XUMEPHUMU Ta
MarnonmoBipHUMN. €anHe 6eanevHe, Wo NoTpidbHO 3poduTy, - ue
OyTn Hag3BM4aiHO 00epeXHNMM | OAHOYACHO po3crigyBaTU SIK
Tpamna, Tak i Noro 06BUHYBaYEHMX, i LbOro He cTanocs.

Ocb YoMy L€ HACTINbKN XMMEPHO, L0 NPeaCcTaBHMKN Npecu 3apas
CTBEPKYIOTb, WO Aonosigb Monnepa 4oBoauTb, WO XypHanictu
oTpumanu ictopito " 3ae6inbLLIOro NpaBuIILHO ", OCKINbKKU BOHM
npaBuibHO NOBIOOMUAN NPO AeSKi PaKTUYHI pedi, SK, Hanpukniag,
Tpamn gincHo nonpocus Komi 3akiHunTu poacrnigysaHHa Mankna
®niHa.

Hy, BiTato. 3Baxatoum Ha Te, WO BM NPOMNYCTUNN BCEOXOMIOYMN
dakT, Wwo He Byno 3mosu Tpamn-Pocis, He BUKpydyBaTK MEHLL
noaii, wo npocounnmcsa 6esnocepenHbo A0 Bac, Sk BisHec
MakraHa, He € abcontoTHO 3acnokinnmeuM. Lle sik 6u HamanoBaTn
NOpTPET i NOXBANMUTUCA OTPUMAHHSAM BECHSIHKN MPaBUIIbHO, KON
TK 3abyB HamantoBaTK riraHTCbke AepPeBO, L0 BUPOCTAE 3 rofoBu
npegmeTa.

HespgaTtHicTb gocnigntn y BOX HanpsiMKkax, HamanioBaTu BCHO
KapTUHY, NPU3Beso A0 WaneHoro, ogHO6IYHOro Crnony4YeHHs
Kpanok, Wwo naHyBaro y Ui cnpasi. Lie ctano cnpaeBXHbo
Teopieo 3MOBMW.
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Where were those sources back then? Why was the Times not
asking? Same with Bob Woodward now saying the “highly
questionable” dossier “needs to be investigated.” Did he not
wonder before?

The idea that the security sources and politicians would knowingly
push an evidence-free narrative was outlandish to consider, but so
was the idea that the FSB or Putin would involve backstabbing
blabbermouth Donald Trump in so elaborate a conspiracy. This is
why | worried this story was a minefield at the start.

We were being asked to accept a lot on faith, and if the Trump
conspiracy story wasn'’t true, there were few alternative
explanations that were not equally bizarre and unlikely. The only
safe thing to do was to proceed with extreme caution and
investigate both Trump and his accusers simultaneously, and that
didn’t happen.

This is why it’s so bizarre that press figures are now claiming the
Mueller report proves reporters got the story “mostly right”
because they correctly reported some factual things, like that
Trump did indeed ask Comey to end the investigation into Michael
Flynn.

Well, congratulations. Given that you missed the overarching fact
that there was no Trump—Russia conspiracy, not screwing up
lesser developments leaked directly to you, like the McGahn
business, is not exactly reassuring. It’s like painting a portrait and
bragging about getting a freckle right, when you forgot to paint the
giant tree growing out of the subject’s head.

Failure to investigate in two directions, to paint the whole picture,
led to the crazy, one-sided dot-connecting that dominated this
affair. It became genuine conspiracy theory.
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MogibHictb Mixk QAnon Ta Russiagate oueBngHa. KoHcepBaTtopu
NigXonunun noro AaBHo; A HeE NOMITUB, MOKN HE NPU3HaYUIN
HanucaTtu Q-TBip aAnga Rolling Stone.

QAnNonN, 3Bn4yarnHoO, HabaraTo CMILHIWKUN, 06'egHyOUMN B
OCHOBHOMY Byab-AKy 3MOBY Ha 3eMni, Big nvuapis-tamnniepis 4o
YOPHOTro ABOPAHCTBA A0 KOHTPOMIO 3@ PO3YMOM, 3aCHOBaHOro Ha
TpaBmax, 0o Bobmectea JFK go cataniamy i go "lMNopsgky AeHHOro
21" 0o nikoBOi HaOTK Ta O CTa iHWNX peven. TUM He MeHLLE,
obuasa KynbTy MatoTb penirinHe NOKNOHIHHS BCE3Ha4oMy
cnigyomy (Q y QAnon, Mionnep y Russiagate ), Sk TOpXXeCTBye
TaEMHO Haf MOCTINHO 3POCTaKYOK PO 3MN0L4IIB.

B 060x icTOpisix TakoX € HEMMOBIPHO MPUCKINANBI, BATOHYEHI
piarpamun. Hiwo He moxe nepemortn " iarpama koHcnipauii
QAnon Ultimate" , ane " WwaneHa koeapa 3B'A3KiB " XXypHany HbHo-
UOpPKCbKO20 XXypHany, WO CYrNpOBOAXYE CYMHO3BICHY iCTOpItO
obknagnHkn "PRUMP TUTIN" koHa YenTa.

HagiTb MOBa, AKOI KOPUCTYIHOTLCA Fpynu, cxoxa. Hanpuknag,
ANBOBWXHO Byno cnocTepiratn, sk BawuHemoH Mocm ,
Hanpuknag, He nomivyae, Wo BiH CMisiBCA 3 " 3HEBaXXEHUX"
KOHCEpBaTOpIB 3a Te, LLIO0 BOHM Yekanu Ha "KpuxTu xniba" Big Q,
HaBITb KONW BOHW Ny6nikyBanu onosifaHHA npo MepT.i, sk PyGiH "
e xni6Hi kpuxTn ans Mwonnepa "

PenopTtep Akcioca MappeT N'padd Hanucas TBip nig Haseow "
Xni6Hi cyxapi Mionnepa npunyckarTb, WO Y HHOrO € ToBap ", AKuin
LUMPOKO PO3MOBCHOAXKYBABCA i HarHiTaB ropLUmK ansa rngagadis
CNN. " Bu Takox roBopuTte npo nigkasku, wo Mionnep nocunas
YCi Lii XNiBOHi KPUXTW B CBOIX NOMNepeaHix nogaHHax oo cyay"”, -
3anutaB bpyk bonayiH. "Tak", - ceprosHo ckasas padd,
3ragytoum "Ty 3HaMeHUTy XNiBHy KpuxTy", ge:

Micnsa Toro, sk JoHanbg Kosup 3pobue cBoto 3asBy "Pocis, AKLWwo
BW CriyXaeTe KOMeHTap" nNpo cnig KamnaHii, TO Hacnpasai xakepu
BiCbKOBOT pO3Biaku pociicekol MPY nosepHynucs B cBil odic Tiel
Houi, Wo6 BnepLue HauinuTn Ha cepep lNnnapi KniHToH ...
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The similarities between QAnon and Russiagate are obvious.
Conservatives picked up on it long ago; | didn’t notice until
assigned to write a Q piece for Rolling Stone.

QAnon, of course, is far more ridiculous, uniting basically every
conspiracy on earth, from the Knights Templar to Black Nobility to
Trauma Based Mind Control to the JFK Assassination to Satanism
and “Agenda 21” to Peak Oil and a hundred other things. Still,
both cults feature religious worship of an all-knowing investigator
(Q in QAnon, Mueller in Russiagate) who is triumphing in secret
over an ever-expanding cast of evildoers.

Both stories also feature incredibly zany, elaborate charts. Nothing
can beat “The QAnon Ultimate Conspiracy Chart,” but New York
’s “crazy quilt of connections” accompanying Jon Chait’s

magazine’s
infamous PRUMP TUTIN cover story comes close.

Even the language the groups use is similar. It was startling to
watch the Washington Post, for instance, fail to notice that it
laughed at “deranged” conservatives for waiting on “bread
crumbs” from Q even as they published deadpan stories like
Rubin’s “More bread crumbs for Mueller to follow.”

Axios reporter Garrett Graff wrote a piece called “Mueller’s
breadcrumbs suggest he has the goods” that was circulated
widely and stirred the pot for CNN viewers, t0o. “You also talk
about the clues, that Mueller sprinkled all these bread crumbs in
his previous court filings,” asked Brooke Baldwin. “Yes,” said Graff
gravely, recalling “that famous bread crumb” where:

After Donald trump made his ‘Russia, if you’re listening comment’
on the campaign trail, that actually the Russian GRU military
intelligence hackers returned to their office that night to target
Hillary Clinton’s server for the first time...
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"A Ta 6araTo iHWKX Bynu 3BEpHEHI 40 LIbOro KomeHTaps", -
NpOAOBXYBaB BiH, - AyMatoun, Wwo Miwonnep HayebTo kugae Tam
AKyCb ManbyTHIO Nigkasky. |, 3HOBY XX Taku, MU Ha4e 3anueHi
LLiEI0 3BUCIIOI0 HUTKOLO, HE OYyXKe PO3YyMitouu, sike 3HaYEHHS Mae
Te, YoMy bob Mionnep Hamaraecs Le BUKITUKHYTU... »

BuasnseTtbcsa, 3HayeHHa He 6yno. Enisog "Pocis, akwo tm
cnyxaew" sragyetbcsa y gonosigi Mionnepa, ane kpim Toro, LWo
3ayBaxuB, Lo Miwonnep 3anutas npo ue, i Tpamn Bignosis, WO
3pobuB Lier KOMeHTap "kapToma i capkacTU4HO, K Le 6yno
3po3ymino 6yab-sakomy 00'eKTMBHOMY criocTepiraqeBi”, HiYoro Tam
Hemae.

Hesiki BBaxatoTb, Wo «TtoneHiB» Tpamn-6ntoBoTa byae
3BMHYBaYeHa K 3/104MH , cnpoba He3akOHHO BUMaraTu Big
iHO3EMHOI0 rpoMagsHMHA «HIYOro LiHHOro» nig 4Yac snbopis.
Binblwe ogHoro kaHangarta Wupo Bipunu, wo Miwonnep BUCNOBIOE
HaMip nogaTun ue o6BUHYBAYEHHSI, KONW 3ragyBaB Mpo Lue y
cBoemy obBunHyBa4veHHi PY. Ane Mionnep y CBoemy 3BiTi TakoX
Habye (posayeas) Ui daHTasii.

Lle Bce, wo PociarenT konn-Hebyab 6yB, NnpuHanmHi, 3 60Ky
3moBu: XKypHanict QAnon, peniriiHa dpaHTasid, B AKil yCi
HecnpaBegnMBOCTi CBiTY, 0COBNMBO NOMUNKOBI BUGOpH
HeneriTMmHoro npesngeHTa, 6ynn TaemMHoO BUNpasseHi , 3a
nawrTtyHkamu, borom gyxxe BriacHUin NPOKypop.

OcTaHHA OCTaHHA NpUMITKa 40 NUTaHHA nepeLwkoa. 3 ornagy Ha
Te, WO MM 3HAEMO 3apas, Le Hacnpaegi HecrnogiBaHicTb, WO
Tpamn 6inbLwe He Bia6we (Bin6ue) . Tpamn, MmabyTb, MaB 61
3BiNbHUTK BCiX YOTUPLOX WediB Komi, BpeHaH, Knannepa ta HCA
Mawka Pogxepca B TO MOMEHT, KON BOHW BUTSIIMN L0 JeLleBy
rpy 3 Bnagoto nepegadi ciktusHoro gonosigi Ctina i noobiuasLun
36epertu noro "Bnputyn". Haeitb Komi 3isHaBcs, wo noro Typbye
Le cxoxe Ha "HamaraHHa Butardytm k. Egrapa N'yeepa
(ropesBicHoro HavanesHuka ®BEP 1938-72) " Ha Tpamna, MMOBIpHO,
TOMYy, WO ue 6yno came Tak. [locBigyeHiwmnn NoniTUK, MOXIMBO,
nob6ayuBe Len Kkanep, i ckasas iM yCiM 04MCTUTU CBOT CTONM
(3BINbHUTN) .
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“Myself and many others were drawn to that comment,” he went
on, “thinking that Mueller was sort of casting some sort of future
clue there. And, again, we’re sort of left with this dangling thread,
not really understanding what the significance was of why Bob
Mueller bothered to call this out...”

It turns out there was no significance. The “Russia, if you're
listening” episode is mentioned in the Mueller report, but apart
from noting Mueller asked about it, and Trump answered he made
that comment “in jest and sarcastically, as was apparent to any
objective observer,” there’s nothing there.

Some thought Trump’s “are you listening” word-vomiting would be
charged as a crime, an attempt to illegally solicit “anything of
value” from a foreign national during an election. More than one
pundit sincerely believed Mueller was signaling his intent to file
that charge when he mentioned it in his GRU indictment. But
Mueller, in his report, dumped on (blew apart) those fantasies, too.

This is all Russiagate ever was, at least on the collusion side:
Journalist QAnon, a religious fantasy in which all the wrongs of the
world — especially the mistaken election of an illegitimate

president — were secretly being put right, behind the scenes, by
God'’s very own prosecutor.

One last note on the obstruction question. Given what we know
now, it's actually a surprise Trump didn’t lash out (strike back)
more. Trump probably should have have fired all four of Comey,
Brennan, Clapper, and NSA chief Mike Rogers the moment they
pulled that cheap power play of handing over the bogus Steele
report and promising to keep it “close-held.” Even Comey admitted
he was concerned this looked like “an effort to pull a J. Edgar
Hoover (notorious FBI chief 1938-72)” on Trump, probably
because it was just that. A more experienced politician might have
seen through this caper and told them all to clear out their desks
(be fired).
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Comey 0cobnMBO BUXOAMTL 3 LibOro 3BiTY, BUINS4A€E NoraHo. Y
CYMHO3BiCHOMY 06igi , B AkoMy Trump Kaxe nomy : «A notpibHa
BipHiCTb," Comey 6naroyectuBo Bignosigae: «Bu 3aBxan bygete
OTPUMYBaTU YECHICTL (BIABEPTICThL) Bid MeHe.» Arne B Tiil Xe
Tpanesi, konu Tpamn 3anutas Komi, Y1 MOXe BiH po3crigyBaTtu
3BUHyBayeHHs CTina, wob "gosecTy, Wo BoHM Henpaeamsi', Komi
BigMoBigae, Wo He xo4e (sik ckasas Mionnep) "ctBoputn
po3nosigb Npo Te, wo PBEP poscnigyesano 1oro. ocobucto (Ha
BIAMIHY Big npocToro 3e'A3ky 3 Pocieto) , wo 6yno HEBIPHO ». Tum
He meHw, PBP Bxe poscnigyBano Tpamna abo, NpuHaMMHi, Moro
Kamnamito, sik ue 3'acysanocsa Komi B nyGniYHMX nokasaHHAX nuwie
yepes Kinbka Micsauis. Becb 6i3Hec Hag3BUYaNHO CyMHUNA, i
OOopeYHo, WO cnig poscnigyesaTu Te, WO cTanocs TyT, Tak caMo, SK
HaBIiTb Ti 3 HAC, XTO CKENTUYHO CTaBMBCA 40 (OPOHTY
JOMOBJIEHOCTEN, BCE LLIe BMMaranu po3cnigyBaHHs Ha novartky
LbOro ckaHgany.

Hesig Kykypyns y Mamepi [J)XoHC 3anporoHyeas, Wo icCHye
NpoCTMI cnocib BigKypUTK , UM KpUTKK Russiagate gie
"HegobpocosicHO". Bce, Wwo Bam NOTPiOHO 3pobuTy, - ue
3annTaTtu, Yn BU3HAE KPUTKK, WO: a) Pocia BTpydyanacs y Bubopu;
6) kamnaHia Tpamna "nepeLlukompxana BTpy4aHHio" B Pocito nicns
TOro, sik BOHa o3HamnomMmunacs 3 ii BUHHICTIO.

Tox HIBUTO Mi TeCT Ha JOBPOCOBICHICTDL : "Yn NpuiMaeTe BU Ui
OCHOBHi haKTK i Y1 BU3HAETE BY IMUOOKY CEPNO3HICTb KOXXHOIO?"

£ 3goragytocb Npo TecT Uboro Tecty. MeHe 0cobnvBo He LikaBUTb
pOCiNCbKa iCTOpiA BTPyYaHHS, NpyHanMHi He BinbLue Hix byab-sike
iHLWe NUTaHHA HauioHanbHOI 6e3nekn. A Takox He NpoKngarcs
XBUITKOKOYNCH LWOO0 CYAHOMNIaBHUX CMYr Yn TepopucTtis. Moxnueo,
S TAKOX Maro BUCOKUI MOpIr Ars po3yMiHHSA "iHO3eMHOro
BTpy4aHHs", npoxuslum B Mocksi B 1996 poui, Konn amepuKaHCbKi
pagHukn BykBanbHO Manu odic y Kpemni i noxsanunucs
AonomMmortu €nbLMHY NepemorTv Ha NpukpuTTi Yacy nicnsa subopis
(" Axkm (amepukaHui ) Ao nopaTyHky ! "nunedb 1996 p.). Lien
OOCBiJ TaKOX MOXe YCKNagHUTU MEHE CEPUNO3HO CnpurmMmaTi
Pocito sik reononitTM4HOro NPOTUBHMKA.
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Comey especially comes out of this report looking bad. At the
infamous dinner in which Trump tells him “I need loyalty,” Comey
piously replies, “You will always get honesty (candor) from me.”
Yet in that same meal, when Trump asked Comey if he could
investigate the Steele allegations to “prove they were false,”
Comey answers that he doesn’t want to (as Mueller put it) “create
a narrative that the FBI was investigating him personally (as
opposed to simply connections to Russia), which was incorrect.”
Yet the FBI had been investigating Trump already, or at least his
campaign, as Comey would make clear in public testimony just a
few months later. The whole business is incredibly sordid, and it's
appropriate that there should be an investigation into what
happened here, just as even those of us who were skeptical on
the collusion front still called for an investigation at the outset of
that scandal.

It's been suggested, by David Corn at Mother Jones, that there’s
an easy way to smoke out whether a critic of Russiagate is acting
in “bad faith.” All you have to do, he says, is ask if the critic
acknowledges that a) Russia interfered in the election, and b) the
Trump campaign “ran interference” for Russia after being briefed
about its culpability.

So my good-faith test supposedly is, “Do you accept these basic
facts, and acknowledge the profound seriousness of each one?”

I guess | flunk this test. | don’t particularly care about the Russian
interference story, at least not more than any other national
security issue. | don’t wake up worrying about shipping lanes or
terrorists, either. | may also have a high threshold for
understanding “foreign interference,” having lived in Moscow in
1996 when American advisors literally had an office in the Kremlin
and bragged about helping Yeltsin to victory on the cover

of Time after the election (“Yanks (Americans) to the Rescue!”
July, 1996). That experience might also make it harder for me to
take Russia seriously as a geopolitical adversary.
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Logo Toro, wo Tpamn "3gincHioe BTpyyaHHs" ansa Pocii, Burnagae
CYMHIBH/M NpONo3uLis 3asaBnAaTy, Wo abCoNOTHO 3BaXato4um Ha
OOBMMin CNUCOK NOMITUK Tpamna, BOPOXKMX POCIMCbKUM iHTepecam,
Bif, TUCKY Ha €Bpony, Wob NpUNMHUTY KYyNyBaTK POCINCHLKNIA
HauioHanbHWK ra3 (NMTaHHs, sike BaXKnMBiwe HaBiTb Ansa Pocii, Hix
CaHKujii MarHiTcbkoro) o AOCArHEHHST 3MiHU PEXUMY MPOTH
coro3Huka [yTiHa Hikonaca Magypo . LLlo6 noBHicTio 3po3ymiTn
Lo icTOpito, HaMm TakoX NOTpibHO Gyno 6 3agaTtu 6araTto iHWKX
nuTaHb. Aki Wwe dopmMu iHO3eMHOIo BANMBY TpuBarTb? OKpim
Pocii, Taki kpainu, sk Cayaiscbka Apasis, 13paine, OAE Ta Kutan,
TaKoX BTPy4arTbCs Yy BUOOPK, rpoLi Ta foGitoBaHHSA, a Takox
Yyepes NoniTU4Hy pekramy Ta kibep-BTpyyYaHHA?

Kpim TOro, cKifnlbku My BTpy4aemocs My cami? 3 po3moBM 3
Takumm nogbmu, sk Anekc MibHi, TBopeub BUAaTHOro
AOKyMeHTarnbHoro ginemMy Zero Days npo Bipyc StuxNet,
3[a€eTbCs, LLO NPOBIAHI NPOMUCIOBI KpaiHM CBiTY nepebyBatoTb y
NOCTIMHOMY CTaHi HEOrosoOLLEHOT BiHW, a Xakepw perynspHo
NopyLUYHOTb iIHPPACTPYKTYPY iHWKMX. A, 6e3yMOBHO, Nepenmarocs
UMM i norogkyrocst 3 6aratbma nogbMK, SKi BBaXKatoTb, LLO HAM
NOTPIOHO CTBOPUTM YiTKi MpaBuia B3aemogdil Ha LbOMYy GOPOHTI,
TOMY HaM He JoBefeTbCd nokrnagartuca Ha Tomaca dpigmaHa,
o6 ckasaTh HaMm, Lo TakKe, a Lo He € aKkToM BiHa abo "noais B
mMacwTabi 9/11". Y KOHTEKCTi BCbOro Lboro, Yn byna noeefiHka
pocisiH y 2016 poui HE3BMYHOIO MOPIBHSHO 3 iHWMMKN poKaMu,
iHLWWUMK KpaiHaMu, Hamun?

HagiTb AKLLO BM 3aaBnsETe, WO BiANOBIAb HA Lle MUTaHHA - Tak, iy
BiAMOBIAb MNOTPIOHO BXNTWN CEPNO3HNX 3aX0AiB, Lie HE O3Ha4Yae, Wo
konuce Byno npasunbHMM 6auntn 3moBy Tpamn-Pocis, skol Tam
He Gyno. Jllogn noknagarTbes Ha Hac, Wwob mu 6ynn Npsmo 3
HUMM MPO Ui pedi, Wob ckaszaTn iM, WO came i Wo He cTanocs, i Mu
LbOro He 3pobunu.
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As for Trump “running interference” for Russia, it seems a dubious
proposition to declare that absolutely given the long list of Trump
policies hostile to Russian interests, from pressure on Europe

to stop buying Russian national gas (an issue even more
important to Russia than the Magnitsky sanctions) to the pursuit of
regime change against Putin ally Nicholas Maduro. To fully
understand this story we’d also need to ask a lot of other
guestions. What other forms of foreign influence go on? Apart
from Russia, do countries like Saudi Arabia, Israel, the U.A.E. and
China also interfere in elections, with money and lobbying as well
as through political ads and cyber interference?

Also, how much meddling do we do ourselves? From talking to
people like Alex Gibney, maker of the outstanding Zero Days
documentary about the StuxNet virus, it appears the major
industrialized countries of the world are in a constant state of
undeclared war, with hackers routinely violating each others’
infrastructure. I'm certainly concerned about this and agree with
the many people who think we need to create clear rules of
engagement on this front, so we don’t have to rely on Thomas
Friedman to tell us what is and isn’t an act of war, or a “9/11-scale
event.” In the context of all of this, was Russian behavior in 2016
unusual compared to other years, other countries, us?

Even if you stipulate the answer to that question is yes, and
serious measures need to be taken in response, it doesn’'t mean it
was ever right to see a Trump-Russia conspiracy that wasn’t
there. People rely on us to be straight with them about these
things, to tell them exactly what did and didn’t happen, and we
didn’t do this.
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Mepwe, Wwo s konu-Hebyab roBopmB Npo Russiagate, Le Te, Wo
Ham noTpibHo Byno posibpaTtucs, Y M1 Maemo cnpasy nuiie 3
MUTaHHAM POCIACBHKOro BTPYYaAHHA YN NMUTAHHAM BTPYYaHHS, sike
CTOCYBarocs akTMBHOI cniBnpaLi kamnatii Tpamna, agpxe gpyra
icTopis 6Gyna Ha NopsiAoK BinbL CEPNO3HOID, HXK CroYvaTky.
BinbLwicTe npecun BMganucs HesauikaBneHuMm B TOMy, W06
po3pobuTK e, i poKkamu BifIbHO NNyTany po3nosigi, Wwo 6yno
MicTudikytoumm, 6e3BignosiganbHMM Ta (BUSBNSIETLCS)
BENMYE3HO NOMUITKOK. 3aBAaHHA nonsarae B TOMy, LWo6
3'acyBaTy, LLO CTanocs, a He BU3HavaTu BiQHOCHY rnoraHicTb (3r10)
Honanbga Tpamna. "Lle ayxxe noraHo Bigobpakae Tpamna B
Oyab-akomy Bunaaky (B obox Hanpsamkax) ", - ue nonituka, a He
BiQNOBIAb, IKa NOBMHHA 3a40BOSIbHUTY LiKaBiCTb OYAb-AKOro
XypHanicTa. Jltogn He noTpebyoTb penopTepis, Wob OyTn
XOPOLLUMMW rpaBUAMM KOMaHaW. BoHn noTpibHi Ham, wob mu mann
pavuito, i MM HE Marnu LbOro NUTaHHS.

3o6pazxenns yepe3 Yapan3a Ensapia Mijuiepa .
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The first thing | ever said about Russiagate was we needed to sort
out if we were dealing with just a Russian interference issue, or an
interference issue that involved the Trump campaign’s active
cooperation, because the second story was an order of magnitude
more serious than the first. Most of the press seemed uninterested
in working that out, and freely conflated the narratives for years,
which was mystifying, irresponsible, and (it turns out) a huge
mistake. The job is to figure out what happened, not determine the
relative badness (evil) of Donald Trump. “It reflects really badly on
Trump either way (both ways),” is a politician’s take, not an
answer that should satisfy the curiosity of any journalist. People
don’t need reporters to be good team players. They need us to be
right, and we weren'’t right about this.

Image via Charles Edward Miller.
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4. KopiHHa "MacuBHOiI 3moBUu"

Russiagate mogopo:xye mo Koy

MeTtT Tanb6i15 TpaBHsa 2019 poky

"PaHiwe ®BP po3noyano poscnigyBaHHs woao dniHa Ha OCHOBI
NOro CTOCYHKIB 3 POCICbKUM ypaaoMm".

- 38im Mronnepa

Mepw 3a BCe, XO4y NONPOCUTN BUOAYEHHS 3a Te, Lo 3aiHAN0
CTinbku Yacy, wob onybnikysaTtn ue. A He byay 6pexatu: Len
mMatepian - kowmap. S BUTpUMyto 3 TUX NPUYMH, SiKi, CNogiBatocs,
CTaHyTb 3p03yMinummn He3abapom.
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4. The roots of "Passive Collusion’

Russiagate travels in a circle

Matt TaibbiMay 15, 2019

“Previously, the FBI had opened an investigation of Flynn based
on his relationship with the Russian government.”

— The Mueller Report

First of all, | want to apologize for taking so long to publish this. I'm
not going to lie: this material is a nightmare. I've been holding out
for reasons | hope will become clear soon.

A few notes about how Russiagate has evolved as a news story in
the last weeks:
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Kinbka npumiTok npo Te, sik PocrenrenT po3smnBaBcs sik HOBUHHA
iCTOpisA 3a OCTaHHI TUXHI:

3abagsHo (LlikaBo) , Washington Post penoptep 3MI Epik Bemnn
nyonikye OBi YaCTMHU Cepii NPO BUKOHAHHS OPYKY B OCBITNIEHHI
Russiagate . Y wokepa BiH He 3HaxoauTb npobnem i3
BUCBITIIEHHAM (penopTaxem) .

«3agHiM NonerweHHAM MOXHa JNTerko NepeKNHYTU XypHamnicTCbke
LUaneHCTBO 40 NOTBOPHOI 3MOBWY, - TOBOPUTL BiH. BiasHadatroun,
Lo cnigvi He 3HanwWnNKM JoKasiB CloXeTy, BiH AoAae, "ogHak
KiHLEBWUI pe3ynbTaT, O4HaK, He 3BiflbHAE cnpaBennBOCTI
noLuyky".

Y kiMHaTi 3MOBM ( TaEMHOro cotody ) Byno 6arato guMmy , - Kaxe
BiH, npogoexyoun umtyBatu penoptepa New York Times Marikna
LWmiaTa:

«He Tinbkn 6yno 6ararto uikaBoi NOBeAiHKN, ane, KpiM TOro, BOHK
Opexanu npo ue 3HOBY i 3HOBY. . . . Hi B sikomy pasi My He
30mpanucs cicTu i He NiTK 3a Lieto iCTOpPIED Tak CUMNBHO, SIK TiMbKK
MOrnn ».

€ GaraTo peden, ki HagnxarTb 3 LbOro NPMBOAY, ane BaXKIIMBUM
€ Te, L0 HaBiTb 3a4Hi yABNEHHH 30BCIiM HE OCcnabunu WwaneHcTea
- AKWO Wwo-Hebyapb, BOHO Byno noasoeHe (nocunexe) .

LBmakicTb , 3 akoto Russiagate peknamn (nepebinbLieHHs)
mMopdu (MeTamopcposa) € i Byna kapkonomHa. Yepes gBa micau,i
nicns 3akiHYeHHs1 poboTKM chneuianbHOro pagHuka PobepTa
Mionnepa rpoMaacbkicTb NpMbnn3HO NoBepTaeTbCH TyAn, Ae ue
Oyno npoTarom GinbLIOCTI NonepeaHix ABOX POKiB: NEPEKOHAHMN Y
3MOBI, SIKy BOHM BBaXaloTb, LLIO iCHYE, arne Lie NpoCTo He
aosefeHo (abo goseneHo, ane He A0 PiBHS) AoCTaTHIN Ans
NPUTArHEHHS 4O BiANOBIgANbHOCTI).
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Humorously (Amusingly), Washington Post media reporter Erik
Wemple is publishing a two-part series about the performance of
the press in covering Russiagate. In a shocker, he’s not finding
problems with the coverage (reportage).

“Hindsight makes it easy to trash the journalistic frenzy to plumb
collusion,” he says. Noting that investigators didn’t find evidence
of a plot, he adds, “the end result, however, doesn’t vacate the
righteousness of the quest.”

There was a lot of “smoke in the collusion (secret alliance) room,”
he says, going on to quote New York Times reporter Michael
Schmidt:

“Not only was there a lot of curious behavior, but on top of that,
they lied about it over and over and over again. . . . There was no
way we were going to sit back and not go after that story as hard
as we could.”

There are a lot of things that are infuriating about this, but a big
one is that even hindsight hasn’t slackened the frenzy at all — if
anything, it's been redoubled (strengthened).

The speed with which Russiagate hype (exaggeration) morphs
(metamorphosis) is and has been dizzying. Two months after
Special Counsel Robert Mueller finished his work, the public is
roughly back to where it was for most of the prior two years:
convinced of a conspiracy they believe exists, but is merely not
proven (or proven, but not to a level sufficient for prosecution).
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HagiTb ogpasy nicns suxogy gonosigi Mionnepa, 3 noro
JeTtanbHUM OrnaaoM CTaHuUil 40 CTaHUiT KOXKHOMO 3 MOTEHLIMHUX
«nocunaHb POCINCBLKOro ypsaay Ta KOHTakKTiB 3 KamnaHieto Tpamna»
- XXOAEH 3 SAKNX He Byno BCTAHOBMNEHO, L0 CTOCYBaBCHA XOOHOI 3
HUX iHWKIA abo OO0 POCINCLKOro CHOXKETY BTPYYaHHS y BUGOpHK -

"o

raseTu noseprtanucsa oo nybnikauii rpadikis "3'eaHaTtn kpanku",
3aKnunKarymn rpoMagCchbKiCTe YnTaT Mixk pagkamu Mionnepa.

New York Times nepum onybnikyBaB CBOH rpaHAio3HY
«3'eAHaTN ToYKM» rpadiky B ciyHi 2019 poky . MNicns ny6nikauii
gonosigi Monnepa, Hibuto nigipsaBwm KyT 3MOBU, JOKYMEHT He
NPUNNHNB NPOEKT. 3aMiCTb LbOro, BiH PO3LUMPUB i OHOBMB CBIlA
MaHbYXXypcbKul kaHOudam - CTUNb 6e3060XKHUK NigpaxyHoK
Brpaswu, nig HOBUM 3aronoBkoM: « Mueller 3BiT Bigobpaxkae
rMMOMHY 3B'A3KiB Mi>K Trump KaMnaHielo i POCINCbKUMMU .»

B oHoBneHin Bepcii HapaxoByBanoca 18 napTHepis Tpamna, Wwo
nepeBo3siTb kKapTku (ix Oyno 17 cnoyaTky), siki pa3om i3 Tpamnom
Manu woHanmMeHLwe "140 KOHTaKTIB 3 POCINCbKMMN rpoMagsHamu
Ta Wikileaks abo ixHiMn nocepegHnkamm".

Barato nogibHMx yHKLiA 3 YacoM TUXO OHOBIHOBANUCH, W06
BigNoBigaTN HOBMM po3pobKam, y TOMY, L0 € LiKaBo Ta
iHHOBALiNHO (TakK Le Ha3BEMO) HOBO (DOPMOI0 BUAAHHS, SKe
dakTn4HO cnputHo. OpuriHanbHa Tabnuua Times MicTuna psiaok
npo Maiikna Koena: "Moro naptHepom vy it poboTi 6ys denikc
Catep, KomepuinHuin naptHep Tpamna 3 rMMboKMMN KOHTaKkTaMu B
Pocit".

Llen psigok BigTAryeTbca Bif NOTOYHOI BepCil, iMOBIpHO, TOMY, WO
CaTep, akuin onucyeTbea y BCboMy 3BiTi Mionnepa, wo obiuse

MOXINUBICTb BCTAHOBUTW 3yCTpidi 3 noAidHumm o lMNyTtiHa, Hikonu
He BMABNSAB, WO Hacnpasai y Pocii € "rmmnboki koHTakTn".
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Even immediately after the release of the Mueller report, with its
detailed, station-to-station review of each of the potential “Russian
government links to and contact with the Trump campaign” — none
of which were found to have been related either to each other or
to a Russian election interference plot — the papers were back to
publishing “connect the dots” charts, urging the public to read
between Mueller’s lines.

The New York Times first published its grand “connect the dots”
graphic in January, 2019. After the Mueller report was published,
ostensibly blowing up the conspiracy angle, the paper didn’t
terminate the project. Instead, it expanded and updated

its Manchurian Candidate-style infidel-counting exercise, under a
new headline: “Mueller Report Shows Depth of Connections
Between Trump Campaign and Russians.”

The updated version counted 18 card-carrying Trump associates
(it was 17 originally) who along with Trump had at least “140
contacts with Russian nationals and Wikileaks, or their
intermediaries.”

Many features like this have been quietly updated over time to fit
new developments, in what is an interesting and innovative (let’s
call it that) new form of factually-agile publishing. The original
Times chart contained a line about Michael Cohen: “His partner in
the effort was Felix Sater, a Trump business associate with deep
contacts in Russia.”

That line is yanked from the current version, presumably because
Sater — who is described throughout the Mueller report promising
an ability to set up meetings with the likes of Putin — has never
been shown to actually have “deep contacts” in Russia.
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Hacnpasgi, 3a cnosamu Mionnepa, KoeH B KiHLLEBOMY NigCyMKy
BiAMOBUBCA Big npoekTy "Bexa Tpamna" came Tomy, O BiH
noyas po3ymiTu, Wwo CaTep nepernoBHeHW LM i CTaB
"3aHEMNOKOEHUIM TUM, LLIO POCINCBKI YAHOBHUKM Hacnpasgi He
Opanu y4acTi" B 6yab-sKiln OUCKYCIl, SIKy BiH BBaXkaB Marouu.

AKLLO0 HEMaE NeBHMX O3HaK TOro, LLIO MOro Kyna TO4OK KOnu-
Hebyab Oyno goBeaeHo, WO WOoCk 03Havae, DOXEBINMS Lboro gk
XXYPHanICTCbKOro 3aHATTS BUKNUKae cyMHiBn. Ocb gesiki 3 peden,
aki " Taltime" Ooci BBaXkae "rmmbunHoto” 3B'a3kiB 3 Pocielo:

- Hagisa Xikc, konuwHin HayaneHWK Bigainy KoMmyHikauin Tpamna,
"oTpuMana enekTpoHHUA NUCT BiZ iMEHi TONOBHONO pedakropa
POCINCLKOT IHTEPHET-raseTn 3 NPOXaHHAM MpPo IHTEPB'IO 3
HoHanbgom Tpamnom".

- XiKkC TakoX "0TpMMaB eneKTPOHHUI NNCT Bif YNHOBHMKA B
noconbecTBi Pocil", B skomy MicTunocs odilinHe NpuBiTaHHS
MyTina nicnsa Bubopie. Y gokyMeHTi 060B'A3k0BO Gyno 3a3HayveHo,
LLIO eNEKTPOHHUI NUCT OyB HanMcaHun Ha Temy "lNoBigOMIEHHS
MyTiHa".

- KonvwHin nomivHmnk Tpamna Mawkn KanyTo «3B’dA3aBca 3
pocincbknm GisHec-napTHepoMy». Lle nocunanHsa Ha Cepria
MeTpywurHa, npoalcepa pok-My3ukn Ta BnacHuka knyoy, akui
6yB nasHim naptHepom KanyTto B PR-hipmi Zeppelin
Communications ; BOHM 3HaOTb OAWH OOHOIo AECATUMITTAMMN.

- Y uin xe Toyui " Talimc" NpoaoBXKyBaB Big3Ha4aTtu, Lo
MeTpywuH "ckasas", WO BiH XOTiB HAaNaroAnTW Noxig y 3B'A3Ky 3
"pocigHnHot, aka 3abpygHuna Ninnapi KniHtoH". Lle pobutb ue
CXOXXMM Ha Mignui pocincbko-pocincbkni nigxig Kanyto. BnacHe,
apyrun "pocisHun", M'eHpi MpiHGepr, 17-pivHni (npotarom 17
pokiB) iHpopmaTop PEP, aknin HaTkHyBCA (arpecnBHO 3B’s13aBcA)
MeTpywwrHa B cTyAil B Manami, BigkpmBLUNCh i3 darnbLLMBOO
npono3suuieto PR-po6oTun, a momim nonpocus 3B’a3aTucs. 3
KanyTo. Lis icTopisi, 3okpema, cmepanTb 4o nekna (npo ue
AeTanbHille nisHiwe).
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In fact, according to Mueller, Cohen ultimately bailed on the
Trump Tower project precisely because he started to realize Sater
was full of it and and became “concerned that Russian officials
were not actually involved” in any of the discussions he thought
he’d been having.

Absent some indication that its pile of dots has ever been proven
to mean anything, the inanity of this as a journalistic exercise is
mind-boggling. Here are some of the things the Times still counts
as showing a “depth” of connections with Russia:

— Hope Hicks, Trump’s former communications chief, “received
an email on behalf of the editor-in-chief of a Russian internet
newspaper asking for an interview with Donald Trump.”

— Hicks also “received an email from an official at the Russian
embassy” containing Putin’s formal congratulations after the
election. The paper made sure to note the email was subject-
lined, “Message from Putin.”

— Former Trump aide Michael Caputo was “contacted by a
Russian business associate.” This is a reference to Sergei
Petrushin, a rock music producer and club owner who's been
Caputo’s longtime partner in a PR firm, Zeppelin Communications;
the two have known each other for decades.

— In the same dot, the Times went on to note Petrushin “said” he
wanted to put the campaign in touch with “a Russian who had dirt
on Hillary Clinton.” This makes it sound like a sneaky Russian-to-
Russian approach of Caputo. Actually, the second “Russian,”
Henry Greenberg, is a 17-year (for 17 years) FBI informant who
bumrushed (aggressively contacted) Petrushin at a Miami studio
opening with a phony offer of PR work, then asked to be put in
touch with Caputo. This story in particular stinks to hell (much
more on it later).
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- Tpamn 6yB "3anpoLLeHnn POCINCLKNM BiLle-npeM'ep-MiHiCTpoOM
ansa yvacti y popymi B CaHkT-INeTepbypsi”.

- B okpewmin kpanui: "Tpamny 6yno" yectb nonpocuTu "Gpatu
y4yacTtb y popymi, ane" goBeneTbes BiAMOBUTUCS (MOBUHEH
BiAMOBUTMCA) ", NOBIAOMNSETLCH B €MEKTPOHHOMY NUCTI Big
ocobucToro nomivyHuka Tpamna". (ToX NUTaHHA TyT Nonsrae B
TOMYy, WO - 6yTK "novecHNm" 3anpoLueHnm?).

- Kopi JleBangoBcbkomy "Gyno HagicnaHo eneKTPOHHWUIA NNCT i3
3anpowweHHsam Tpamna BiaBiaatn opym y CaHkT-NeTepbypsi”.

[ANBOBMXHO, SK LWIBUOKO NAHLKXOK €NEKTPOHHOI NOLITM NPO OAHY
piv MOXe NepeTBOPUTUCS Ha Kifbka "To4vok". Lle TpuBae npoTarom
ycboro yacy. Migxig Tpamna, sikuin gonomarae [pxopoxy
Managonynocy, ManbTiNCbKMIA NPOGECOp, SIKUN CTBEPIXKYE (ane
HiKONM He 4OBOAMB), WO BiH Ma€e POCINCBKI 3B'3KK, Aa€ e LWiCTb-
cim kpanok. Lle ropixu.

KoHuenTyanbHo icTopist Pocil, 3Bu4anHo, 3apa3s NnpuHanMHi gewo
iHwa. Ogpasy nicnsa suxony aonosigi Monnepa, The Times
BMMyCTMNA TBIp Nig Ha3Boto « [poatocep [MyTiHa, pocigHu
nogaBanu kaHanum (HedopmarsbHi 38’a3km) Ao Tpamna Yepes
4inoBun cBIiT ». Lia ctaTTa HaBogmna croxeT i3 yyacTio Knpuna
OmuTpieBa, kepiBHUKa cyBepeHHoro poHay 6aratcrea Pocii, skun
Hagcunae TekcT "JliBaHCbKO-aMmepuKaHCLKOMY ApYroBi,
noB'a3aHoMy 3 kamnaHieto Tpamna". 3gaeTtbes, Amutpies MNyTiH
aopy4yus "npuaymaty nnaH" npummnperHs "mik CLUA Ta Pocieto"”.

EnemeHT npogoBxuscs ( Harornoc min (s 3pobus crnosa TeMHUMN )

):

61


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/20/us/politics/trump-putin-russia-mueller.html

— Trump was “invited by a Russian deputy Prime Minister to
attend a forum in St. Petersburg.”

— In a separate dot: “Trump was ‘honored to be asked’ to
participate in the forum, but would ‘have to decline (must refuse),’
according to an email from [Trump’s] personal assistant.” (So the
issue here is, what — being “honored” by the invite?).

— Corey Lewandowski was “forwarded an email inviting Trump to
attend a forum in St. Petersburg.”

Amazing how fast an email chain about one thing can turn into
multiple “dots.” This goes on throughout. The approach of Trump
aide George Papadopoulos by a Maltese professor claiming (but
never proven) to have Russian ties produces another six or seven
dots on the chart. It's nuts.

Conceptually, the Russia story of course is at least somewhat
different now. Just after the release of the Mueller report,

the Times ran a piece called “Prodded by Putin, Russians Sought
Back Channels (informal connections) to Trump Through the
Business World.” This article led with a scene involving Kirill
Dmitriev, head of Russia’s sovereign wealth fund, sending a text
to a “Lebanese-American friend with ties to the Trump campaign.”
Dmitriev, it seems, was instructed by Putin to “come up with a plan
for ‘reconciliation’ between the United States and Russia.”

The piece went on (emphasis mine (I made words dark)):
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MpoceiTHULTBO NaHa OmnTpiesa, 3rigHo 3 AONOBIAA
crieuianbHOro 3axmcHuka, 6yno 4YacTUHOK LUMPOKNX, LLIBUOKNX
3ycunb Kpemns, wob BCTaHOBUTYM 3B'A3KM 3 MicTepoM Tpamnom,
AKUA PO3NOYaBCA Ha NOYaTKy KaMnaHii i nepenluoB Ha BUCOKY
nepepadyy nicna nepemoru nada Tpamna ... Ocobnmeo nicns
BUOOPIB BOHU NpM3BENN OO CynepeyvHOoCTi AUNOMaTUYHUX Ta
iHaHCOBUX iHTEpPECIB, WO Oyrno pi3KMM BiOXUINEHHSM Bif
peTenbHO BigkanibpoBaHMX KOHTAKTIB, SKMMUK 3a3BUYal KEpye
BXigHa agMiHicTpauis ...

Manip mir 61 cka3aTtu Lo Kasky iHakwe. [MicnaBMbopHMI NoLwyk
OmMntpieBa Ha wnaxy Ao nepexony Tpamna, BpeLuTi-pewT,
nigkpecnuse BUCHOBOK Mionnepa npo Te, siK Yy POCINCBLKOro ypsaay
"BUABMMOCS, LLIO He iCHYE nonepeaHix KOHTaKTIB" 3 KamnaHieto
Tpamna. Taki peyi NOBUHHI AaTu 3pO3yMITH, LLO Ti POKK
cnekynsauin woao nepeaBnbopyoi 3MoBM 3aBxamn 6ynum
abcypaHumn.

HaTtomicTb, NOKM razeTta NOXmMypo 3asHauduna, wo Monnep He
3HaKMLWOB JOKa3iB TaKOro CIOXKETY, BiH NepeinLloB 4O HOBOT NiHiT:
MyTiH "eHeprinHo" WwykaB "KOHTaKTHMUX TOYOK" NPOTAroM YCbOro
yacy, Todi sk "nogm 3 aMepuKaHCbKol CTOpoHK" Bynu "roTosi
OpaTtu yyacTb B Til YK iHLWIKA Mipi B ANCKYCIAX, SKi TOpKanucs Takux
Pi3HOMaHITHUX TeM, gk BaxkaHHs mictepa Tpamna nobynyeaTtu
rotenb "Mocksa" ana nonitukmn CLUA wopo Ykpainm "

Lle npuckinnueo (6arato crnis) noMicTuno Hac y cdepy
3M0YMHHOCTI NPOTK po3ymy: INyTiH XOTIB yKnacTu 3MOBY, a gesika
KinbkicTb ntogen Tpamna 6yna rotoa "6patn yyacTtb y guckyciax”
NPo Pi3HOMAHITHI pedi. He MoXXHa HaronocuUT Ha TOMY, HaCKiNbKK
Le Janeko Big opuriHanbHUX TEOPIN NPSMOro KOHTaKTy 3
POCINCBHKOO PO3BIAKOO, WO pOKamMu naHyBasnum B HOBMHAX.
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The outreach by Mr. Dmitriev, according to the special counsel’s
report, was part of a broad, makeshift effort by the Kremlin to
establish ties to Mr. Trump that began early in the campaign and
shifted into high gear after Mr. Trump’s victory... Especially
after the election, they led to a conflation of diplomatic and
financial interests that was a stark departure from the carefully
calibrated contacts typically managed by an incoming
administration...

The paper could have told this tale differently. Dmitriev’s post-
electoral search for a lane to the Trump transition, after all,
underscored Mueller's conclusion about how the Russian
government “appeared not to have preexisting contacts” with the
Trump campaign. This kind of thing should make it clear that
those years of speculation about a pre-election conspiracy were
always absurd.

Instead, while the paper glumly noted Mueller did not find
evidence of such a plot, it moved straight to the new line: Putin
“vigorously” sought “points of contact” throughout, while “people
on the American side” were “willing to participate to one degree or
another in discussions that touched on topics as varied as Mr.
Trump’s desire to build a Moscow hotel to United States policy
toward Ukraine.”

This mouthful (many words) placed us in the realm of mind-crime:
Putin wanted to collude and some quantity of Trump people were
willing to “participate in discussions” about a variety of things. It
can’t be stressed enough how far this is from the original theories
of direct contact with Russian intelligence that dominated news for
years.
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HoBy Teopito Hankpalle cthopMystoBaB KOMULLHIA ANPEKTOP
HauioHanbHOI po3Bigku [xenmc Knannep - oguH i3
poAoHavanbHuKiB 6araTtopidyHoro meaia-gypopy - Hesabapom
nicns smxofy gonosigi Mionnepa. BiH ckazaB AHOepcoHy Kynepy,
Lo "aKwo He Byno goBegeHo akTUBHOI 3MOBUM, TO s1 AyMato, WO
MW MaeMO TyT BMNAQOK NacuMBHOI 3MOBK".

MPUAHATTA «NAacMBHOT 3MOBU» SIK HIYOrO iHLLIOrO, OKPIM OYPHULb,
0O3Ha4a€e B3ATU MOJIOTOK 3 KyrbKow (yaapy MOMOTKOM) 40
aHrnincbkoi MoBU. AKLLIO 3M08a NOXOAUTb Bifl TATUHCBLKOro Ha
«OMXaHHS pa3oMy, a 3Mo8a NOXOAUTb Bif «rpaTu pasom,
«nacmBHa 3MOBay - Lie «rpatn pa3oM okpemo». Lle noriyHunn
abceypa, piv npavo Big Opyenna.

| BCce-Takm Le xo4va 6 HeBenuMKe NosinwWeHHs NOPIBHSAHO 3
nonepenHboro Teopietn. My Mornu BpATyBaTN POKK, SIKOM Ti, XTO
3HaB, HACKiNbKN BiAOKPEMEHO CNiflbHY rpy, roBOpunu, wob
AOBECTM Hac A0 LbOro NUTaHHSA paHille.

Knanep - 9kunin, HaNeBHO, 3HaB BUTOKM LIbOIO pO3CIigyBaHHS -
NPOTArOM KiflbKOX OCTaHHIX pOKiB HEOQHOPa30BO HamMmaraBcs
HaTsKaTh HOBMHAM, LLO BUMAAOK 3MOBM MOXe BYyTWM YNMOCH MEHLL,
HiXX siBHMM. BiH Bi4HO roBopmB 3 060x 60OKiB poTa, ane HOBUHN
BMCIYyXOBYBanu nuile Ty CTOPOHY, fika in cnogobanacs.

Y BigNoBiOb Ha 3anMTaHHsA NPo Te, CKiflbku 3MOBU BiH 0COBUCTO
©aumB, BiH 4acTo roBOpPMB NPO Taki peui, Sk "He Byno XXoaHnX
aokaasiB, aki 6 nigHanucs go uboro piBHA". BiH 3aBxau gooas 6u
NyHKT "ane ..." npo Te, gk Moxe 6yTun GinbLue, i 3aronoBKM B KiHLi
nigaKpecniowTb Ui Biamosn, To6To " hkermc Knannep npo 3amMoBy
Mmixk Pocieto, Tpamn gonomarae: MoXyTb ByTn gokasm ".
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The new theory was best articulated by former Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper — one of the progenitors of the years-
long media furor — shortly after the release of the Mueller report.
He told Anderson Cooper that “if there wasn’t active collusion
proven, then | think what we have here is a case of passive
collusion.”

Embracing “passive collusion” as anything other than nonsense
means taking a ball-peen hammer (striking with a hammer) to the
English language. If conspiracy comes from the Latin for
“breathing together,” and collusion is derived from “playing
together,” “passive collusion” is basically “playing together
separately.” It's a logical absurdity, a thing straight out of Orwell.

Still, it's at least a slight improvement over the previous theory.
We could have saved years, if those who knew how separate the
together-playing was, had spoken up to bring us to this point
earlier.

Clapper — who surely knew the origins of this investigation —
repeatedly tried over the last few years to hint to news outlets that
the collusion case might be something less than explicit. He was
forever speaking out of both sides of his mouth, but news outlets
only listened to the side it liked.

In response to questions about how much collusion he personally
saw, he often said things like “there was no evidence that rose to
that level.” He would always add a “but...” clause about how there
could be more, and headlines ended up stressing these
disclaimers, i.e., “James Clapper on collusion between Russia,
Trump aides: there could be evidence.”
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Lle Te, wo ntogu, ak Temnn i LUmigT, irHopytoTk. MNMpobnema 3
npecoto Becb Yac byna HaaMipHO iHTeprpeTauieto,
irHopyBaHHAM AMCMO3UTUBHUX NOAPOOULL Ta HEAOTPUMAHHAM
anbTEPHATUBHMUX NOSICHEHDb, K, HANPUKNag, ix nigMmBaHHs abo
HaBMWCHE MaHinyntoBaHHs (Le nependavae, Lo penopTepu He
0oXxoy4e KOBTalTb neperpity iHdopmaLlito).

Lle TpnBano pokamu, KON «akTMBHa 3MOBa» Bce LWwe byna
TEOpI€ElD, | OCb-0Cb Lie MOBTOPUTBLCS 3 «NMACMBHUM 3MOBOLO». 3apa3s
y Hac BiabyaeTbca BigvangywHa 6opotbba 3a 3HukNi Monnepcbki
CYBOI, i IXHi «OCHOBHI AOKa3n», B SIKi BCi MEPEKOHaHI, MIiCTSATb
3anisHinun gokas. Lie 6opoTtbba , sika B NpoTAromM Aecatn
TUCAYHWIA pa3 3a OCTaHHI TPU POKM 3aHYPUB HaC B BUMMSAI «
KOHCTUTYLLINHOT KPU3K .»

HaBiTb nuTaHHsA, sike Mmano 6u TypbyBaTu Nnpecy NPOTArom ycboro
Yyacy - Tou akT, WO CTifbKU eKcno3uuii noTpidHo 6yno
noBepHyTU Ha3ag abo BiAKNMKATK, - BAMUBAETLCS Y HOBUX
nereHgax, sik YacTo noBToptoBaHuN pedpeH: CtopoHa Tpamna ».

Lle ctano npuBogom ans Toro, Wwob He 3aMMcnioBaTUCSA Hag
04eBMOHO NPOBIIEMOIO MKEPEST, WO NPOCOYYHTLCS SBHO
danbLlUMBMMUN YN HEYECHUMM ICTOPISIMK, SBULLEM, SIKE NOBUHHO
Oyno HagMXHYTU Ha «NOLLYKM» MOSICHEHb Tak caMo, dK Le pobuna
«aonnTnMBa noBeAdiHka» AisdviB kamnawii Tpamna.

ABCONOTHO BIPHO, LLIO 3a OCTaHHI Tpu poku 3 binoro gomy Tpamna
noTpanuno 6arato aHOHIMHUX iCTOpIN. 30Kpema, y ABOX XKaHpax Y
TEKCTi xoBanucsa TpyniaHn: HOBMHM Npo Xig 3oHaa Mionnepa Ta
iHTpUraHTHI icTopil Manauy NPo NaHiky Ta HedopeyHicTb y binomy
AOMi.
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This is what people like Temple and Schmidt ignore. The press
issue all along has been over-interpretation, ignoring dispositive
details, and failure to pursue alternative explanations, like for
instance that they’d been hoodwinked or intentionally manipulated
(this assumes reporters weren’t willingly swallowing overheated
information).

This went on for years when “active collusion” was still a theory,
and it’'s about to happen again with “passive collusion.” We’ll have
a desperate fight now over the missing Mueller Sea Scrolls, and
their “underlying evidence,” which everyone is convinced contains
the belated proof. It's a fight that for the ten thousandth time in the
last three years has plunged us into a “constitutional crisis.”

Even the issue that should have bothered the press the most all
along — the fact that so many exposes had to be walked back or
retracted — is being washed away in fresh legends, like the oft-
repeated refrain: “The leaks all came from the Trump side.”

This has become an excuse for not wondering about the obvious
problem of sources leaking clearly bogus or disingenuous stories,
a phenomenon that should have inspired a “quest” for
explanations in the same way the “curious behavior” of Trump
campaign figures did.

It is absolutely true that a lot of anonymously-sourced stories in
the last three years came from the Trump White House. Two
genres in particular often had Trumpians lurking in the text: news
about progress of the Mueller probe, and palace-intrigue stories
about panic and impropriety in the White House.
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Y nepwiomMy BMNagKy BUTOKU HAOXOOUIM Big CBigkiB abo mieHen,
SKi HamaralTbCAa BUNepeanTy noraHi HoBMHU. B ocTaHHBOMY,
dirypu binoro gomy Habpanu (no TenedoHy) npecy, wob Habutn
KoniHa (3namaTtu kKoriHa) CynepHuKiB, 3axucTntn cebe Big
ckaHgany, abo nNpocTo TOMy, L0 BOHW He Taki AcKpaBi i Manu
dreTUL 3a CrIOBECHY pafiCTb Ha KOHAX. 3anuc (Yitatu:
Ckapamyydi, AHTOHIN ).

Ane HanbinbL pyMHIBHUM, CIHOXXETHI BogiHHA Pocis icTopii
OCTaHHiX TPbOX POKIB, Ti , LLO poboYi BUTpaTK Ha BUCOKOMY PiBHi i
NOCTaBUTU iHWI Nig Hacnigkom He 6ynu W Kypka 0360HUMb
HesHaltomMeub - (Pinbm) TURY XKaxiB , sSKi NPUDKOKATL 3 JOMY.
Hesiki Oynu yiTkoto aesiHpopmadieto.

"eHepan Mawkn ®niHH 6yB ekcnoHaToM A. Tpu BENuUKi icTopii npo
HbOIO 3a OCTaHHiI poku Byny NpMHaMMHI gewo NpobnemMHUMH - B
AEeSKNUX BUNaakax sBHMMU NPOBOKALisSIMU.
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In the former case, leaks came from witnesses or targets trying to
get ahead of bad news. In the latter, White House figures dialed
up (telephoned) the press to kneecap (break the knees of) rivals,
protect themselves from scandal, or just because they were not
that bright and had a fetish for verbal joy-riding on-the-record
(read: Scaramucci, Anthony).

But the most damaging, narrative-driving Russia stories of the last
three years, the ones that cost high-level jobs and put others
under investigation, were not When a Stranger Calls-(movie) type
horrors coming from inside the house. Some were clear
disinformation.

General Michael Flynn was Exhibit A. Three big stories about him
in the last years were at least somewhat problematic — in some
cases clear provocations.
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5. BincbKOBi NPOTU BiMCbKOBUX

IHepen Tum, sixk @JuIiHH 3iliI0B, BiH 3aCyHYB NaJjelb y
Biui BammHrrony

MeTT Tanb6i16 TpasHa 2019 poky

"eHepana Mawkna ®riHa HenpocTo nNpoaaTu aK XxepTey. BiH
Hacnpaegi kepyBaB ckaHayBaHHaM "3akpun ii !" B PHL, y 2016
poui Hacnpasai Hassas Mino IaHonynic "o4HUM i3 HAUCMINMBILLIMX
niogen, skux s 3ycTpis”, i, 3gaeTbc4, BipuB, WO Tpamn nepemir y
BCEHAPOL4HOMY rofioCyBaHHi.
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5. Military vs. military

Before Flynn went down, he stuck a finger in
Washington’s eye

Matt TaibbiMay 16, 2019

General Michael Flynn isn’t easy to sell as a victim. He really
did lead chants of “Lock her up!” at the RNC in 2016, really called

Milo Yiannopoulis “one of the most brave people I've met,” and
seems to have believed Trump won the popular vote.
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®niHH - Tex nasn. BiH OyB BigBepTUM i KPUTUYHO CTaBUBCA 40
npurog Ha bnuabkomy Cxofi B AMepuLi Takum YMHOM, Lo Malxke
He 4Yynu y BIICbKOBOI NoAMHK. Y cTaTTi Npo AdpradicTtaH, siky BiH
nncae ogHoOro pasy, BiH ckasaB: "[1pocTo BOMBCTBO NOBCTaHLIB
3a3BuYan CRyxntb A5t PO3MHOXEHHS BOPOTriB, a He BigHIMaHHS
ix". BiH 3anepeynB Hawly iHopmauito Tam K "HeobisHaHy",
"Henpasausy" Ta "BigknoYeHy".

Y 2014 poui ®niHH 6yB BiACTOPOHEHWI Big Nocaan AupekTopa
AreHTcTBa 060POHHOI PO3BIAKKM NiCNs cepii CyTUYOK i3 UMBINbHUM
KEpIiBHULUTBOM Ta gigyamum B LapuHi 060poHKN Ta po3Bigku,
npugdaBwm penyTauilo BaXXKOro, MEPKYPINHOIO XapakTepy,
HaBKOO AKoro Biabynocs 3aHaaTo 6arato HebaxxaHnX HOBMH. BiH
OyB pagHUKOM 3 NuTaHb po3BiakM CteHni Makkpuctana, a Takox
nyoniyHo BMcTynae nNpoTtu nonitukmn Cupii ypsagy Obamu Takmm
YMHOM, LLLO NPUHOCKB NOMY BENUKY KiflbKiCTb HEA0OPO3NYNNBOCTI.

3ipku ma cmyau NOBIAOMASANN, WO «BiH Npuiwoe o O6amm sk
KepiBHMKa BCECBITHLOIO KapTens 3MN04KnHIB, WO NiaTpumye igel
DXKNXagucTiBy, NOrNsiAvM BUNAMBanu 3 Bipw, WO NnaHn 3
noeaneHHsa bawapa Acaga gonomaranu - 6yab TO HEHAaBMUCHO
YK Hi - KpanHIMK iCrTaMCbKUMK rpynamu, Taknmm sik @poHT Hycpu .

e B 2012 poui aHaniTuk DIA nigrotyeas 3BiT, B SKOMY
nonepenkas, LLO NOMUITIKOBI 3yCUNs WOAO 3MiHU pexmumy B Cupil
MOXYTb NPU3BECTU J0:

"OronoweHe abo He3ageknapoBaHe KHA3IBCTBO canadicTiB y
CxigHin Cwupii ... came TOro, 4oro xo4yTb NiATPMMYHOUi Ono3uuii
cunu, Wwob i30MBaT CUPINCBKUIA pexum ..."

Lle ctano ocHOBOI cynepeykn, onMcaHoi nisHiwe B napi
CeHcaliHNX Ta cyrnepeYvsinBux BUKPUTTIB 3HAMEHUTOrO
makpekepa Ci Xepwa, nounHatoum 3 gonosigi 2013 poky nig,
Ha3Bow " Yun Capin ?" Y TBOpi He ckasaHo, wo Acag He pobuB
bombapayBaHHs, nvwle Te, WO AesKi aMepUKaHCbKi cneLcnyxou
BBakanu, wo B [Jamacky € xo4a 0 Lie oauH Nigo3proBaHnin y
Hanagi. Mepw Hanucas:
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Flynn is also a puzzle. He’s been outspoken and critical of
America’s Middle East adventures in a way that’s almost unheard
of in a military man. In a paper about Afghanistan he once wrote,
he said, “Merely killing insurgents usually serves to multiply
enemies rather than subtract them.” He denounced our intel there
as “ignorant,” “incurious,” and “disengaged.”

Flynn was pushed out as director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency in 2014 after a series of clashes with civilian leadership
and figures within the defense and intelligence realms, acquiring a
reputation as difficult, mercurial character around whom too many
unwelcome news stories occurred. He had been an intelligence
advisor to Stanley McChrystal, and also publicly opposed the
Obama government’s Syria policy in a way that earned him a lot of
disfavor.

Stars and Stripes reported he “came to view Obama as head of a
worldwide crime cartel supporting jihadist ideas,” views derived
from a belief that plans to topple Bashar al-Assad had aided —
whether inadvertently or not — extreme Islamic groups like the
Nusra front.

Way back in 2012, a DIA analyst produced a report warning that a
misguided effort at regime change in Syria could lead to:

“a declared or undeclared Salafist principality in Eastern Syria...
exactly what the supporting powers to the opposition want, in
order to isolate the Syrian regime....”

This became the fulcrum of the dispute later described in a pair of
sensational and controversial exposes by famed muckraker Sy
Hersh, beginning with a 2013 report called, “Whose Sarin?” The
piece did not say that Assad hadn’t done the bombing, merely that
some American intelligence officers believed there was at least
another suspect in the attack near Damascus. Hersh wrote:
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MomunkoBe npeacTasneHHa binoro gomy Toro, Wo BiH 3HaB NPo
Hanap, i konu, BignoBigano noro roToBHOCTI irHOpPYBaTU PO3BiaKY,
ska morna nigipsatu po3nosigb. Lia iHdopmalis ctocyBanacs
Anb-Hycpwm...

Y ponosigi " 'epw" y JloHOoHCLKOMY 0251510i KHU2 LUTYETbCS
BiNCbKOBUI YMHOBHUK, KM onucye ataky CapiHa sk "3arposy”,
MOPIBHSHHY 3 eni3040M 3aTokM TOHKIHA, TOGTO NPOBOKALH,
cnpsiMoBaHy Ha Te, LWo6 BBECTM HAC Y BiliHy, LLIO NepeBanuna
pexum. XepLl He 6yB €aUHUM, XTO NOBIAOMMB NPO LWOCb NOAIGHE.
Y BputaHii HaropogkeHun penoptep PobepT Pick Takox
nosigomnsae B The Independent nogpobuui npo nogen, siki
nepebyBatoTb B Anb-Hycpi, siki nepeBo3unm «XiMmidHmx
nonepegHukie» no CapiHa, i He pas nigHiMaB NMUTaHHSA WoJo
Hanagy, unTyioum cry>k6oBLiB 4OMOMOIM Ta iHLWMX NpauiBHUKIB.
Ha3eMHi Jkepena.

>KogeH Bunyck HoBuH y CnonyyeHnux LLTaTax He npoxogntnme
Hige nobnuay uiei icTopii. Hacnpaeai BiH WBMAKO CTaB HACTINbKK
ToKCu4HMM y Cnony4yeHux LtaTtax, 6arato HOBUHHMX OpraHisawin
[0 LUbOro HaBiTb He nocunatTbea (ado B IHTEpHETI) | HE
00roBOpHOIOTH LIE .

3pewwToto, PniHH noTpanutb y Bigy He nuwe 3a Te, LWo
npunycTuTK, Wo ataka CapiHa B Cupii, MOXnunBo, He Byna
po6oToto Acaga, ane 1 3a Te, L0 BiH Cka3aB 3ab0pOHEHY PiYy
(3abopoHeHo ans obrosopenHs) v Pocii . Moro 3anutanu nig yac
BiauTy B MockBy 2015 poky Ao Mockeu, skun npuimas RT, un,
MOXINUBO, TypeLbKka po3Bigka ctosna (BignosigansHa) 3a Hanag,.
®dniH BiANOBIB:

XT0 3Hae? A He mato ansa Tebe rapHoi Bignoeigi. A He B 3mM03i
BiAMOBICTN Ha Balle KOHKPETHE 3annTaHHs.

MMi3Hiwe ue oTpumae GaraTo 3arofioBKiB, 0COBMANBO B KOHTEKCTI
6eanagy « PocigrenTt» . Ane enizog CapiHa Hacnpasai 6yB MeHLU
cynepednuemM TBepaKeHHsaM PniHHa wopo Cwupii. binbLu
BMByx0BOto icTopieto cTas apyrun TBip Nepia ans JToHOOHCLK020
027150y KHu2 , untytoum ®rniHa B civHi 2016 poky.
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The White House’s misrepresentation of what it knew about the
attack, and when, was matched by its readiness to ignore
intelligence that could undermine the narrative. That information
concerned al-Nusra...

The Hersh report in the London Review of Books quoted a military
official describing the Sarin attack as a “ruse,” comparable to the
Gulf of Tonkin episode, i.e. a provocation designed to draw us into
a regime-toppling war. Hersh wasn’t the only one to report
something like this. In Britain, award-winning reporter Robert

Fisk also reported in The Independent details about al-Nusra men
transporting “chemical precursors” to Sarin, and went on to raise
guestions more than once about the attack, quoting aid workers
and other on-the-ground sources.

No news outlet in the United States would go anywhere near this
story. In fact, it quickly became so toxic in the United States, many
news organizations to this won’t even link (on the Internet) to it or
discuss it.

Flynn would eventually get in trouble not only for suggesting the
Sarin attack in Syria might not have been the work of Assad, but
for saying the forbidden thing (not allowed for discussion) in
Russia. He was asked during a 2015 visit to Moscow hosted by
RT if perhaps Turkish intelligence had been behind (responsible
for) the attack. Flynn answered:

Who knows? | don't have a good answer for you. I'm not able to
answer your specific question.

This would later get a lot of headlines, especially in the context of
the Russiagate mess. But the Sarin episode was actually the less
controversial assertion Flynn made with regard to Syria. The more
explosive story was the second piece by Hersh for the London
Review of Books, quoting Flynn in January of 2016.
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Hasunsatoun " BincbkoBUM 15 BINCBKOBUX ", pO3NOBCIOKEHE
BMKPUTTS PO3MOBINO, WO, AKLWO LUe npasaa, 6yna AUBOBMKHO
icTopieto: O6'egHaHi HavanbHUKM WTadie CLUA B pokn Obamn
NPOTUCTOANN LUMUBINIbHOMY KEPIBHULUTBY | Nepefasanu po3Bigky
Pocii, I3painto Ta Hime4yunHi, posymitoun, wo ue po3sigkm 0yayTb
cnpsimoBaHi oo Acaga anst 6o0poTb6M 3 MicLLEEeBMMU icnaMCbKUMM
YyrpynoBaHHAMM.

Y gonosigi UNTyeTbCs "KONULWHIN pagHuk JCS", aknin ckasas, Lo
ue:

BincbKkoBOi BINCbKOBOI peyi, a He SKMUIACh - TO 3MTOBICHUI CIOXET
O6'egHaHOro KOMITETY HavanbHUKIB MTU HaBkono Obamu i
nigTpumatn Acaga.

BincbkoBi Aisvi, 3a3Hadvae ['eplLu, BBaXaloTb, WO "HanonaraHHs
O6amn Ha NPOAOBXEHHI hiHAaHCYBaHHSI Ta 030POEHHS Tak 3BaHNX
noMipHMX NoBCTaHCLKMX rpyn” B Cupii npnseeae Ao katactpodu.
Lia rpyna BBaxana, wo TypeddnHa BBOAMTbL B OMaHy AMEpUKY Ta
1T COIO3HUKIB, MEpeHanpaBnsitoyun «30poto Ta TOBapu» He NpoCTo
ana moaepadii B Cupii, a ans BCix TaM Ono3nLinHNUX cun,
BKIOYauK rpynu, sk «Anb-Hycpa», 3 MeTor 3MiHU pexnmy B
[amacky.

Bearkanocs, wo TypeydnHa rotoBa B3ATU Ha cebe Len pusuK,
Wwo6 gocartm nagiHHA Acaga, sik Kpok Ao 6inbLioi mpii npo
BigHOBIeHHs OcMaHCbKoi iMnepi.

Ha 3anutaHHa PniHH ckasaB: "TypeydnHa gusmnacs iHakwe, Konu
crnpaBa cTocyBariace 3poCTaHHA IcramcbKol AepxxaBu BcepeauHi
Cupii".

®dniHH AaB We oaHe BMKNukatode iHTeps'to Mexai Xacany 3 Asib-
LDxasipu 'y 2015 poui nicnsa Toro, sik MOoro BigCTOPOHUIN Big
nocaaw, 3asiBUBLUM, LLO Lie "HaBMUCHE pilleHHA" agmiHicTpauieto
O6amun "pobuTn Te, Wo BOHU pobnate". BiH npunycTus, Wo 1oro
Ha4yanbCTBO NpUMMaE pileHHS, SKi HagaBarnu NOBHOBAXXEHHA
NOBCTAHCLKNM rpyrnam Lue poKiB. _

"A Bam ckaxy, ue we o 2012 poky", - ckasaB BiH. "Konun mu 6ynu
B Ipaky, i M1 Manun NpUNHATYK pilLEHHSI 4O TOro, ik 6yno NPUNHATO
piLleHHsA Npo Buxig 3 Ipaky".
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Called “Military to Military,” the sprawling expose told what, if true,
was an amazing story: the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Obama
years were defying civilian leadership and passing intelligence to

Russia, Israel and Germany, with the understanding that this intel
would be sent on to Assad to combat local Islamic groups.

The report quoted a “former JCS adviser” who said it was:

A military to military thing, and not some sort of a sinister Joint
Chiefs’ plot to go around Obama and support Assad.

Military figures, Hersh reported, believed Obama'’s “insistence on
continuing to finance and arm the so-called moderate rebel
groups” in Syria would lead to disaster. This group felt Turkey was
misleading America and its allies, rerouting “guns and goods” not
just to moderates in Syria but to all opposition forces there,
including groups like al-Nusra, with the aim of regime change in
Damascus.

It was believed Turkey was willing to take that risk to achieve
Assad’s fall as a step toward a larger dream of restoring the
Ottoman empire.

Flynn said, on the record: “Turkey was looking the other way when
it came to the growth of the Islamic State inside Syria.”

Flynn gave another defiant interview to Mehdi Hasan of Al
Jazeera in 2015 after he’d been pushed out of office, saying it was
a “willful decision” by the Obama administration to “do what
they’re doing.” He suggested his superiors had made decisions
that empowered insurgent groups dating back years.

“I will tell you, it goes before 2012,” he said. “When we were in
Irag, and we had decisions to be made before there was a
decision to pull out of Iraq.”
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Bce ue 6yno yacTnHow cTpuMyBasnsHOI ( TEPOPHOT ) 3MiHK
pexunmy (3miHa rnae ypsais), aka Haragana npo GinbLu
IHTEHCUBHY, 3annyTaHy Bepcito enizogy 3M3. ®niHH Hanexas 00
rpynu o6OpPOHHOI CRiNTIbHOTYU, AKa Bipuia B 0OMiH pO3BigKoto 3
Pocieto, W06 nepelkogmMtn aHTuacagcbkmm rpynam B Cupii. Ll
noau BigvyBanu BigMoBy pobuTu Le 03Havano, Lo BOHU
«MOJIOHEHI MUCITEHHAM XONOAHOI BiIHU.

Momy npoTu Lporo 6yno pilyye npotv 6aratbox nogei Ta
yCTaHOB, sKi kpuTukyBanu Obamy 3 NPOTUMEXHOT TOUKM 30pY.

Tum GinbLue, Wo npoTtarom gpyroro TepmiHy Obamn Benuka
KinbkicTb diryp - Big [>koHa MakkeriHa oo Xinnapi KniHToH go
MiHicTpa o6opoHn O6amun EwrtoHa KapTepa, 3gaBanocs,
o3nobneHa TMMm, Wo BoHU Gaunnu y BigmoBi Obamu Big 6inbLu
piwyunx gin y Cupii. BoHn xoTinn nobauntu, sik Obama nokapas
Acapa Ta Pocito 060x, ocobnueo konu B 2013 poui Acan
NnepenLLoB "4epBOHY MiHil0", BUKOPMUCTOBYIOUM L0 XiMiUYHY 36polo.

"[na naHa NyTiHa KONUMBaHHA 3anpoLLYIOTL arpecitn”, - Hanncas
MakkenH y BugaHHi 2014 poky . BiH Ta iHWwi knganun Buknuk O6ami
OinbL npsamo npotuctosTu MNyTiHy Yepes nepexig Pocii B Kpym
ma 1oro 3B'a3ku 3 Acagom. OnekcaHap MoTtn 3 ATNaHTUYHOI
pagu, KU CTaB rofIOBHUM NOCTaYaribHUKOM NaHiKKN «
Pocigrenty» , nucaB « Pocig: nopa 3amiHnTy pexum (3miHa ypaay)
» We B ciyHi 2015 poky - 3a40Bro 4o nepunx npobnmckie
NOTOYHOrO CkaHaany yYepes BTpyvaHHs y BMbopw.
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All of this was part of a containment (of terror)-vs.-regime change
(changing heads of government) debate that recalled a more
intense, confusing version of the WMD episode. Flynn belonged to
a group within the defense community that believed in sharing
intelligence with Russia to thwart anti-Assad groups in Syria.
These people felt refusing to do so meant being “captive to Cold
War thinking.”

He was vigorously opposed in this by an array of people and
institutions who were criticizing Obama from an opposite
perspective.

Throughout Obama’s second term especially, a host of figures,
from John McCain to Hillary Clinton to Obama Defense Secretary
Ashton Carter, seemed infuriated by what they saw as Obama’s
refusal to act more decisively in Syria. They wanted to see Obama
punish Assad and Russia both, especially when Assad was said
to have crossed the “red line” by using those chemical weapons in
2013.

“For Mr. Putin, vacillation invites aggression,” wrote McCain in a
2014 op-ed. He and others challenged Obama to confront Putin
more directly, over Russia’s move into Crimea and its ties to
Assad. Alexander Motl of the Atlantic Council, which would
become a principal purveyor of Russiagate panic, was writing
“Russia: It's Time For Regime Change (change of government)”
as far back as January, 2015 — long before the first glimmers of
the current scandal over election interference.
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IHWO ocoboto, sika knaae BUKNUK GniHHy, 6ys Mankn Mopenn,
KOMWLLHIN BUKOHYHOUMIA 060B'a3kn aupektopa LIPY. Mopenn B
2016 poui noBmHeH 6yB ctatu gupektopoMm LIPY Xinnapi KniHToH,
AKLLIO BOHA nepemMoe Ha BMbopax, HaBiTb KON BiH KONucb 6yB
006'eKTOM rocTpol KpUTUKK gemokpaTiB Xinn. MNomidHunkM ceHaTopa
[HiaHn ®eHwTernH cknanu 3BiT CeHaTCbKOro KOMITETY 3 PO3BiaKu,
ony6nikoBaHun y yepsHi 2015 poky, B AKOMY CTBEPAXYETHCH, LLO
Mopenn BUNycTuB HN3KY haKTUYHUX BUKPUBIIEHb LLIOAO TOPTYP Ta
iHLIMX TeM y CBOIM KHK3i "Benuka BinHa Haworo yacy".

OpHak Mopenn 6yB HaginHUM NepeaoBMKOM ANs pO3BigyBanbHOI
cninbHOTK NpoTsirom pokiB O6amu. BiH B35B Ha cebe iHiliaTuBy B
nsckaroyy BHU3 (BigOMBa4mnCh) IHWOT XepLl BUCTaBUTN BUKITUK
ogoilinHoi, Monnisya rotosi B3ATK Ha cebe repoivyHy 3axonneHHs
OeH JlageHa. AgminicTtpauis O6amu 3aBxan Hanonsirana Ha Tomy,
LLIO BiH cMinMBO npunitae go NaknuctaHy Ha BNacHi gaHi, He
3Halo4M i He MNOroAXKYHUYNCH 3 MAKUCTAHCLKOK PO3BiAYyBasbHOW
cnyxb6oto ISI.

"epw po3nosiB iHLWY icTOpit0. LInTyoun KONMULWHBOro HavarnsHuKa
ISI Acaga [dyppaHi Ta ineHTudikytoum HavanbHUKa ctaHuii LIPY B
Icnamabagi no imeHi, BiH cTBepaxyBaB, Wwo biH JlageH 6ye
cxonneHun i BButui nicna neperosopis 3 MNakuctaHoMm,
Ha3uBaroum igeto, Wwo ISI He Byna npuyeTHoo Ao «JIbloica
Kepponna» Ta «komidHoro. "

3HOBY X Taku, ue 6yB HE EAUHUIA 3BIT, AKUA MPOMOHYE LLOCh
noaibHe. Mosi ctapa konera KapnotTta Mann 3 " Heto-Mopk Tatimc”
TaKoX npawtoBana Hag Tum, wo lMakucTaH 3HaB, e 3HaxoauTbCs
biH JlageH. KapnoTTa npogis 12 pokiB oxonntoe NaknctaH i
AdbraHictaH ans yacie . BoHa nisHille NOBiAOMUTY LLIO - TO BOHA
JisHanacs, JOoCNiMXYIUN KHUTY:

£ gisHaBcA Big BUCOKONOCTABIEHOMO NpauiBHUKA MAaKUCTAHCLKOI
po3BigyBanbHOI cnyx6u npo Te, wo ISI nepexosysas biH JlageHa i
KepyeaB pobo4rmM CTOroM cneuianbHO Ans Toro, wob nosoantmncs
3 HUM 4K 3 pPO3BidyBanbHUM akTUBOM.
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Another person challenging Flynn was Michael Morell, former
acting director of the CIA. Morell in 2016 was set to become
Hillary Clinton’s CIA director if she won election, even though he
had once been the target of intense criticism of Hill Democrats.
Aides to Senator Diane Feinstein composed a Senate Intelligence
Committee report released in June of 2015 that claimed Morell
made a series of factual misstatements about torture and other
topics in his book, “The Great War of Our Time.”

However, Morell had been a reliable front man for the intelligence
community during the Obama years. He took the lead in slapping
down (beating off) another Hersh expose challenging the official,
Hollywood-ready take on the heroic capture of bin Laden. The
Obama administration always insisted it daringly flew into Pakistan
on its own intel, without the knowledge or assent of Pakistan’s ISI
intelligence service.

Hersh told a different story. Quoting former ISI chief Asad Durrani
and identifying the CIA station chief in Islamabad by name, he
claimed bin Laden had been captured and killed after a
negotiation with Pakistan, calling the idea that the I1SI wasn’t
involved “Lewis Carroll” and “comical.”

Once again, this wasn’t the only report suggesting something like
this. An old colleague of mine, Carlotta Gall of the New York
Times, had also run a piece suggesting Pakistan knew where bin
Laden was. Carlotta spent 12 years covering Pakistan and
Afghanistan for the Times. She would later report something she
learned while researching a book:

I learned from a high-level member of the Pakistani intelligence
service that the ISI had been hiding Bin Laden and ran a desk
specifically to handle him as an intelligence asset.
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Konun HactaB yac CLUA Bigpearysatu Ha icTopito XepLua,
aamiHicTpauis Obamu 3pobuna ue B ocobi Mopenna, sikun
3acyamB YacTuHy Neplia sik " Bce HenpaBuIibHO ". 3HavyHa
YacTMHa NPeCcoBOro Kopnycy ctana ctopoHoto Mopenna, a lNitep
BepreH i3 CNN HasBaB icTopito 'eplua "gpaparoto gypHuLb".

Tak camo, KOnM HacTaB Yac pearyBaTu Ha 3BiflbHEHHST 3ryGHOro
3BiTy DIA, skni nepeabavae, Wo 3ycunns wogo 3MiHn pexxumy
MOXYTb MPU3BECTU A0 NOCUNeHHs TepopuctiB y Cupii, Mopenn
OyB KNO4YOBNUM MOMEHTOM. BiH BCkoumB, konu Tpamn BUpPILLMB
BHECTU TBEpAKEHHS PriiHHA Ha Lien paxyHOK y BUOopuy
Kamnamito.

MNig yac neperoHis 2016 poky Tpamn TBITHYB - Lie 6yno no4aTkom
MOMEHTY B iCTOpIl, KON cTano npasgoto, Wo TBIT Tpamna NexnTb
B KOPEHi KOXXHOro rofIOBHOMO aMepPUKaHCLKOro KyNbTYpHOIo
aprymeHTy - npo Te, wo linnapi KniHtToH 6yna TaemHuueto
nonepemakeHHst DIA 2012 poky. BiH riocunaecsi Ha cTatTio
Bpetimbapma nig Hassoto " Xinnapi KniHTOH oTpumarna TaemMHy
nam'saTky, B SKi rOBOPUTLCS NPo" NiATPUMKY "agMiHicTpaLil
Obamn" ISIS ".

Lle B cBOtO Yepry Buknukano pegakuito Politico, sky Mopenn
Ha3nBaB TBEPHKEHHSM "HiCeHiITHMLE" Ta "Teopieto 3MoBU" Ha
noyatky nita 2016 poky. Washington Post noroanscs, HassaBLIK
TBepMXKeHHs1 Tpamna npo Te, wo CLUA "akTMBHO nigTpumyroT"
TEPOPUCTUYHI Fpynn " XumepHuMmu . "

Lo ue 6yno, HauebTo. ToyHiwe 6yno 6 ckasatu, WO enemMeHTn B
apmii BBaXaroTb, WO agMiHicTpauis O6amu npoBOAMTb NOMITUKY,
ska, MOXINUBO, 3aBuLLMna cuny nomipkoBaHmx B Cupii,
HeJoOoUIHUa MOXIUBICTD, WO 36p0s NOTpannTb Y YyXi pyku, ado,
MOXIMBO, - SIK NpunycTuB aHanituk X'to PobepTc, Takox y
JloHOoHCBLKOMY 02/1510i KHU2 - MPOCTO po3rnaganv rpynu, sk Anb-
Hycpa, K «KOpUCHUX 4ONOMiKHMX 3acobiB y 6opoTbbi 3
Accagom». _

72


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.politico.com/story/2015/05/seymour-hersh-bin-laden-story-rebuttle-former-cia-chief-117811
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.cnn.com/2015/05/11/opinions/bergen-bin-laden-story-a-lie/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2016/06/14/hillary-clinton-received-secret-memo-stating-obama-admin-support-for-isis/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2016/06/14/hillary-clinton-received-secret-memo-stating-obama-admin-support-for-isis/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2016/06/14/hillary-clinton-received-secret-memo-stating-obama-admin-support-for-isis/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2016/06/16/trumps-bizarre-claim-that-the-administration-actively-supported-terror-groups/%3Futm_term%3D.0020fbb31a0d
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n14/hugh-roberts/the-hijackers
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n14/hugh-roberts/the-hijackers
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n14/hugh-roberts/the-hijackers
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n14/hugh-roberts/the-hijackers

When it came time for the U.S. to respond to Hersh'’s story, the
Obama administration did so in the person of Morell, who
denounced the Hersh piece as “all wrong.” Much of the press
corps sided with Morell, with Peter Bergen of CNN calling the
Hersh story a “farrago of nonsense.”

Similarly, when it came time to respond to the release of that
damaging DIA report suggesting regime change efforts might lead
to empowered terrorists in Syria, Morell was a key voice. He
jumped in when Trump decided to make Flynn’s assertions on that
score into a campaign issue.

During the 2016 race, Trump tweeted — this was the beginning of
the moment in history when it started to be true that a Trump
tweet was at the root of every major American cultural argument —
that Hillary Clinton had been privy to the 2012 DIA warning. He
linked to a Breitbart article entitled, “Hillary Clinton Received
Secret Memo Stating Obama Admin ‘Support’ for ISIS.”

This is turn triggered a Politico editorial by Morell calling the
assertion “nonsense” and a “conspiracy theory,” in early summer
of 2016. The Washington Post agreed, calling Trump’s claim that
the United States was “actively supporting” terror groups
“bizarre.”

Which it was, sort of. It would have been more accurate to say
elements within the military believed the Obama administration
pursued policies that might have overestimated the strength of
moderates in Syria, underestimated the possibility weapons would
end up in the wrong hands, or perhaps — as analyst Hugh Roberts
suggested, also in the London Review of Books— simply viewed
groups like al-Nusra as “useful auxiliaries in the anti-Assad drive.”
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Y Oyab-sikoMy BMMNagKy, BCbOro Yepes Kifbka TWXKHIB nicns
BUKNKKY Tpamna wopao I1SIS, Mopenn cTtaB ogHUM 3 nepLumnx
noaen, ki 3smMHyBaTunmM Tpamna B TOMY, LLIO BiH K MUMOBISIbHUN
areHT » lNyTtiHa. (Ak He anBHO, NPMONN3HO Yepes NiBPOKY Nicns
Toro, sik 3nitae "Pociarent" , Mopenn cnpobyBas 3anutu gypop
X0onogHow Boaow. BiH ckasas npo 3moBy, WO " MM, ane BOroHb
B3arani Hemae ".)

Bce ue, MmabyTb, BTOMOE, ane HeobxigHe Tno ictopii PniHHa.
Mepw HiX y « Pocrenret» xTocb 3agymaBcsi, BiH BUKINNKaB
3HeBary y BawwuHrtoHi wono npobrnemn Cupii 3 Tnx cammx
KyTOYKiB, sIKi Mi3Hille 3BMHYBaTMNM 6 MOro B y4acTi B 3MOBI.

Hacnpasgi, 6onosi ninii « Cupia-cynepedka» (cynepedka npo
Cupito) NnpogoBXKyBaTUMYTbCHA Mamxe TOYHO 3 « Pociarentom»
NPOTHArom ycbOro nepiogy, B ictopisix, Wwo ctocytoTbes PriHa, a Hi.
Taki ocobun, sik MakkenH Ta Taki rpynu, ik ATnaHtudHa paga, 6ynm
KN4oBMMU rpaBuammn B 060x posnosigsix. byno 6
MarloMoBIpHMM, ikOM BopoXxHeua, aky PriiHH NopoaXyBaB 3a
poKM CBOET AisnibHOCTI B DIA, He BNAWHYNa Ha MOro nisHilli 3
Pocieto megia-ckaHganu, geski 3 akmx 6ynv Hag3sn4yanHo
PUGHUMM.

Hawnnpo3sopiwe ctocysanocs iHumaeHTy B 2014 poui B
KeMbpnokcbkoMy yHIBEPCUTETI, 3a ydacTi kaHgmMaaTa kaHanaaTis
Hayk Ha im'a CsiTnaHu JIoxoBoi.

Lla ictopia 6yna B HOBUHaX TPoXxu 3 KiHUSA 6epesHs, ane imnoprT ii,
CX0Xe, YXUITMBCS Bif, amepukaHcbKol ayauTopii. Hemae Higkoro
cnocoBy XoHrnoBaTh getansamu, wob 3pobuTu wo-Hebyab, OKpim
XMMEPHOIo HABMMCHOIO NPUrOTYBaHHA Ha KOPUCTb NPECH.

[na novaTtky XypHanictam 3 pisHUX iHpopmaLinH1X opraHisauin 3
060x 6okiB ATNaHTMKK, CXOXe, cKkasanu, wo PniHH Mae cnpasy,
AKOT BiH He MaB. JloxoBa onucye, Wo 3anuTyBanu XXypHanicTtis
MSNBC npo HiBUTO CTOCYHKM, Kaxy4u, LLO M NOBigOMMNNO
xeperno po3Bigku, wo B LIPY "Bci 3HatoTh", wo PniHH maB
cnpasy. |HWi raseTn 3B8’a3yBanuca 3 ii koneramm ta
HayarnbHYKamMK, PO3nUTYOYN MPO Ti CeKCyanbHe XUTTS.
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In any case, just a few weeks after calling Trump out about ISIS,
Morell became one of the first people to accuse Trump of being an
“‘unwitting agent” of Putin. (Oddly, about a half year after, just as
the Russiagate frenzy was taking off, Morell tried to pour cold
water on the furor. He said of collusion, there was “smoke, but no
fire, at all.”)

All of this is perhaps-tiresome but necessary background to the
Flynn story. Before Russiagate was a thought in anyone’s mind,
he aroused disdain in Washington over the Syria issue from the
very corners that would later accuse him of being part of a
conspiracy.

In fact, the Syria-dispute (dispute about Syria) battle lines would
go on to track almost exactly with Russiagate throughout, in
stories involving Flynn and not. Individuals like McCain and
groups like the Atlantic Council were key players in both
narratives. It would be improbable if the enmity Flynn generated
from his years in the DIA didn’t impact his later Russia-related
media scandals, some of which were extremely fishy.

The most transparent involved an incident in 2014 at Cambridge
University, involving a PhD candidate named Svetlana Lokhova.

This story has been in the news a bit since late March, but the
import of it seems to have eluded American audiences. There’s no
way to juggle the details to make it anything but a bizarre
intentional concoction for the benefit of the press.

To begin with, reporters from multiple news organizations, on both
sides of the Atlantic, appear to have been told Flynn had an affair
he did not have. Lokhova describes being asked by MSNBC
reporters about the alleged relationship, saying they had been told
by an intelligence source that in the CIA, “everyone knows” Flynn
had the affair. Other newspapers contacted her co-workers and
superiors, asking about her sex life.
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£ 38’A3aBCS 3 YOTMPMA HOBUHHUMK OpraHisauismu, wob
3anuTaTu, Yu M nosigomunu odilinHi axxepena, wo y ®niHHa Ta
JloxoBoi 6yna cninbHa cnpasa. HixTo He BignoBiB Ha 3anuc, i ue
BKItOYa€e TOProsi ToukK, Taki ak Wall Street Journal, siki
BignoBiganu Ha iHLWi 3anuTu.

Adbepa npo kasky He 3pobuna nanepis, ane po3noBinu Npo Bi3uT,
skun PniHH NpoBiB Ha nocagi HavanbHuka DIA Ha cemiHapi B
Kembpugxi B notomy 2014 poky, B SKOMY BiH HiOUTO 3BEPHYB
yBary Ha JloxoBa Ha oiuinHy Beyepio.

Lle Bumwino B Wall Street Journal Ha no4aTky 2017 poky, nig
3arofnioBKOM nepepnbavae 3acryroBye Ha BUCBITIIEHHS B Npeci ( Ha
CyMy 3BITHOCTI) HENpUcToMHOCTI (rpix) Gyna BiamoBa dniHHa
PO3KpMBAaTK KOHTAKT 3 NOXIB. _

"KOnWLWHIN YMHOBHUK" CKas3aB, L0 OYiKyeTbCH, WO OniHH NOBUHEH
"NOBIAOMUTN YNHOBHUKIB NPO ByAb-siKi KOHTAKTW 3 IHO3EMUSIMU,
SIKMX BiH He 3HaB", 4O4AaBLUN Y UMTATI, WO Taki nogu, sik PriiHH,
"IHOOKTPMHOBAHI, WO0 NOBIAOMUTU NPO ByaAb-SKy aHOMarsbHy
noeefiHKy, Ky BU BUsABUTE".

Y raserTi, 0gHakK, 4Oo4aHOo, WO Npasusia Wogo TakMx KOHTaKTIB He €
" 3anisHnmn (6es BuHATKY) ", | umtyBaB [leHa O'bpaneHa,
HavanbHWKa BigdineHHs 38’a3ky DIA, nony-nyxoB igeto, Wo ue
"aHoManbHMN" KOHTaKT. "HiYoro He nigHAnocsa 4o uboro pisHA", -
ckasaB O'bpaeH, sk Tam ByB, i3, 3a Noro cnosamu, ABagusaTbma

acnipaHTamum.

3ycTpid ®niH-JToxoa 6yna po3aMOoBOIO y M'ATLOX NtoAeN, ska
TpuBana 6nmn3bKo M'ATHAAUATU XBUIWH, Sika npoxoauna
OyKBanbHO Nig HOCOM ABOX CBITMM BPUTAHCLKOrO
pO3BiAyBanbHOroO CBITY: KONULWHBLOrO Wwedga Mi6, cep Pivapaa
Hipnoy Ta ictopuka Mi5 Kpictodbepa EHapto. Jloxosa Byna
3anpoLleHnM, nonepeHbO CXBaneHNM rocteM, KK cuais nopyd
i3 KONULLIHIM rnaBoto BpUTaHCbKOI PO3BIOKN.

"ImeHa Bcix 6ynu nogaHi", - rosoputs Jloxosa. "DIA byna
ckoninoBaHa ... [lymka npo Te, Lo Npo Le He 6yno noBigoMIIeHo,
€ abcypaHoto".
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| contacted four news organizations to ask if they’d been told by
official sources that Flynn and Lokhova had an affair. None
answered on the record, and that includes outlets like the Wall
Street Journal that did respond to other queries.

The affair tale didn’t make the papers, but stories did run about
the visit Flynn made as DIA chief to a seminar at Cambridge in
February of 2014, in which he allegedly paid “disconcerting”
attention to Lokhova at an official dinner.

This came out in the Wall Street Journal in early 2017, under a
headline suggesting the newsworthy (worth reporting) impropriety
(sin) was Flynn’s failure to disclose the contact with Lokhova.

A “former official” told the paper Flynn was expected to “notify
officials about any contacts with foreigners he didn’t know,” adding
in a quote that people like Flynn are “indoctrinated to report any
anomalous behavior that you detect.”

The paper added, however, that rules about such contacts aren’t
“‘ironclad (without exceptions),” and quoted Dan O’Brien, chief of
the DIA’s liaison office, pooh-poohing the idea this was
“anomalous” contact. “Nothing rose to that level,” said O’Brien,
who was there, with, he said, about twenty graduate students.

The Flynn-Lokhova encounter was a five-person conversation
lasting about fifteen minutes, taking place literally under the noses
of two luminaries of the British intelligence world: former Mi6 chief
Sir Richard Dearlove and Mi5 historian Christopher Andrew.
Lokhova was an invited, pre-approved guest, sitting next to the
former head of British intelligence.

“Everyone’s names were submitted,” Lokhova says. “The DIA was
copied... The idea that this was unreported is absurd.”
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Journal WwmaToK NpoAoBXKyBaB rOBOPUTM NOXIB CMAIB NOpyY 3
®niHHOM (BOHa Ha HacnpaBgi , 30aeTbcs, 6yB Yepes gopory Bia
HboOro, nopyy 3 Dearlove). BiH untyBaB cTaTTio Npochecopa Ta
HacTaBHuKa JloxoBa EHOpto, BKa3yroun, WO BOHA nokasana dniHy
"epOTUYHY NNCTIBKY".

JlucTiBka »xapT. BiH 6yB nocnaxum 36irnum |. B. CtaniHa go
fiancée (NnpusHaveHa HapedeHa) CBOEMY OpYr , Sk 61 gonomir
nomy 6irtn BurHaHHa B 1912 podui B Hin, CtaniH npukngaetsca
nonym'aHnn 3anuusnbHKK 3 fiancée ceoro gpyra, iMOBIPHO Ha
KOPUCTb LapCbKOl OXpaHKU WNNryHK, siki uitanm 6 1i (JlToxoea Ta
AHOpiN oTpymanu NUCTIBKY came TOMY, LLO Ti Hacnpasai
nepexonunu Ta 36epirany B ogiuiiHMx apxiBax).

CraniH 3akiH4MB NUCTIBKY HanucaeLwu: "A uinyto Tebe ropsiye
(mpocTo uinyBatncsa HegocTaTtHbLO"). [ymMaroum Npo NouinyHKn
CTtaniHa He 3MiHIOE Anst MEHE epOTUYHUI HEPB, arne Bce Le
BUNLLIIO, 9K MEAOHOC, SIKUA HaaXoauTb Y OPYK.

Ha 3anuTtaHHsa npo TBip, *KypHars BignoBiB:

Hivoro npo ictopito >KypHany He MOoxHa npoynTaTty, wob
nNpuNycTuTK, WO naHi Jloxoea 6yna wnuryHkoto. HatomicTb cTaTTd
XKypHany 6yna npsiMmm NoBigoMNeHHsaM Npo cTypboBaHiCTb
cnigumx, wo naH dniHH He nosigommne MiHicTepcTBY 060POHU NPO
CBOIO B3aEMO/II0 3 XiHKOK NOABIMHOrO OpUTAHCBKO-POCINCHLKOro
rpoMagsHCTBa, HE3BaXKalO4M HA BCTAHOBIIEHY NPAKTUKY.

HixTo B npeci Hikonu He 3BepTaBCA 3 LIbOro NpMBOAY B TOM Yac,
konu ue ctanocs B 2014 poui, konu, 3pewToto, PriiHH 6yB e
OAHWUM 3 FOSTOBHUX aMePUKAHCBKMX LediB 3 NUTaHb pPO3BIgKK.
HacnpaBgi, He SICHO, KoMK Lie BnepLue NocTano sk NMTaHHS.
3paeTbes, PniHH nicnsa upboro 06igy NponwoB nepesipKy 6e3neku.
MwuHyno 6 manmxe Tpy poKW, NEpPLU HiXK 3aHENOKOEHHS Liel 3yCTpiui
BUMWNOCH B TPbOX Pi3HMX PO3MNOBIAsiX.
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The Journal piece went on to say Lokhova sat next to Flynn (she
actually seems to have been across from him, next to Dearlove). It
quoted an article by Lokhova’s professor and mentor, Andrew,
saying she’d shown Flynn an “erotic postcard.”

The postcard is a joke. It was sent by a fugitive Joseph Stalin to
the fiancée (intended bride) of a friend who’d helped him escape
exile in 1912. In it, Stalin pretends to be an ardent suitor of his
friend’s fiancée, presumably for the benefit of

Tsarist Okhrana spies who'd be reading it (Lokhova and Andrew
got the postcard precisely because it was in fact intercepted and
retained in official archives).

Stalin ended the postcard writing, “I kiss you h-h-hotly (just kissing
isn’t enough).” Thinking about Stalin kissing doesn’t tweak the
erotic nerve for me, but it all came off as a honeypot come-on in
print.

Asked about the piece, the Journal replied:

Nothing about the Journal's story can fairly be read to suggest that
Ms. Lokhova was a spy. Instead, the Journal's article was a
straightforward report about investigators’ concern that Mr. Flynn
failed to report his interaction with a woman of dual British-
Russian citizenship to the Department of Defense, despite
established practice.

Nobody in the press was ever called about this at the time it
happened in 2014, when, after all, Flynn was still one of America’s
top intel chiefs. In fact, it's not clear when it first came up as an
issue. Flynn seems to have passed a security review after that
dinner. It would be nearly three years before concerns about the
encounter spilled out, in three different narratives.
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>KypHanictu cnoyaTKy po3kasanu po3noBigi npo crnpasy, NOTIM
ckasanu ®niHHy He NOBIAOMMUTM NPO KOHTAKT, a NOTiM HapeLwuTi
ckasanu, wo npobnema € odiliiHUM nonepemXeHHAM, sike 6yno
nepegaHo amepuKkaHCbKin Bnagi Npo iHUMAOEHT.

Y Ui ocTaHHIn iTepauii icTopii, Ak roBopunocs, ABOE ntogen 6ynu
"3aHenokoeHi" Ta "HeBAOBOMNEHI" "04eBMAHO BNM3bKICTIO", AKY
®niHH NokasaB y N'ATHaAUATUXBUINUHHINA rPyMNoBi pO3MOBI:
Dearlove Ta CtedaH Manbnep, npodgecop Ta CNOHCOp ceMiHapy
KemGpuokcbKoi po3Bigkn. sikuin 6y nyOnivHO BiACTOPOHEHNIA

(Bn3HaHmi) iHpopmatopom PBP, konu us icTopist 3anamanacs.

Halper i Dearlove , sik rosopunun, aymanu , ®niHH , MOXXnmBeo, 6ynu
« Nig 3arpo30t0 POCIMCBHKOK PO3BIAKOIO» Yepes yBary A0 foxXiB,
He3BaXaloun Ha Te, Lo BOHa npautoBana B TiCHOTI 3
BMCOKOMNOCTaBNeHMMY BpuUTaHCbKMMM PO3BigyBanbHUMMU
BeTepuHapamu (BeTepaHn) B NpoTarom 6aratbox pokiB 4o i nicns
«ae3opraHisytoyoi "[HUnOeHT.

Axwo xTock i3 DIA, Dearlove un KemGpuaxXcbKoro yHiBepcuteTy
6yB cTypboBaHuMIn JI0OXOBOO, BOHM Manu CMiLLHUIA cnocib Lboro
nokasaTu. binblle poky nicnsa uboro Jloxoesa npogosxysana
3anpoLUyBaTMUCb Ha PYHKLIT BUCOKOIO PiBHS pa3oM i3 3abKOKUMMU
npeAcTaBHUKaMM PO3BIAKK, BKITHOYAYN aMepUKaHL,iB.

Hanpuknag, 1 TpaBHa 2015 poky ANpekTop cemiHapy
KeMBpnopkcbKkoi po3Bigku Hagicrna rpynoBy €eKTPOHHY MOLWTY 3
No6oHBaHHAM OO0 MabyTHBOIO Bi3UTY HOBOrO KepiBHMKa DIA
O6amu, reHepana BiHceHTa CTioapTa.

"Ha xanb, Hi 1, Kpic EHgpto, Hi cep Pivapg dipnoys He 6ygemo B
Kembpuaxi (abo B KpaiHi) TOro AHs, TOMY y HaC BUHUKAKOTb
npobriemn”, - HaNUcaB pexuncep. 3BepTarunct 4o JloxoBoi Ta
IHLUIWX CTYOEHTIB, KepiBHUK ceMiHapy cnofisaBcs, WO BCi BOHU
"3yCTpiHYyTbCA 3 reHepanom CToapT", wob "BigkpuTu, HaL YnuM
npautoe KOXeH 3 Bac".

"MMoraHnin WNUryHCbKMM poMaH", - ckasana MeHi Jloxosa. «HixTo
He KynuB 6u uen poMmaH».
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Reporters were first pitched tales of an affair, then told Flynn failed
to report the contact, then finally told the problem was an official
warning that was “passed” to American authorities about the
incident.

In this last iteration of the story, two people were said to be
“alarmed” and “disconcerted” by the “apparent closeness” Flynn
showed in that fifteen-minute group conversation: Dearlove, and
Stefan Halper, the professor and Cambridge Intelligence Seminar
sponsor who was in the process of being publicly outed (identified)
as an FBI informant when this story broke.

Halper and Dearlove were said to have thought Flynn may have
been “compromised by Russian intelligence” because of the
attention paid to Lokhova, even though she worked in close
guarters with senior British intelligence vets (veterans) for years,
before and after the “disconcerting” incident.

If any of the DIA, Dearlove, or Cambridge University had concerns
about Lokhova, they had a funny way of showing it. For more than
a year after, Lokhova kept being invited to high-level functions
with visiting intelligence officials, Americans included.

On May 1, 2015, for instance, the Cambridge Intelligence Seminar
director sent a group email worrying about the coming visit of
Obama’s new DIA chief, General Vincent Stewart.

“Unfortunately, neither myself, Chris Andrew nor Sir Richard
Dearlove will be in Cambridge (or in the country) that day, we thus
have a problem,” the director wrote. Addressing Lokhova and
other grad students, the Seminar head hoped they would all “meet
with General Stewart” to “discover what each of you is working

on.

“A bad spy novel,” Lokhova told me. “Nobody would buy this
novel.”
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KaxyTb, Wwo Xannep He nogas ckapru cam. Lle obnikoBui 3anumc
New York Times 3 TpaBHs 2018 poky: _

[bkxepeno cTpuBoOXuUNo o4eBmaHa 6nNmabkicTb reHepana 3
POCISIHKOLO, sika TakoX B6yna npucyTHsA. 3aHenoKoeHHs1 Byno
AO0CUTb CUMBbHUM, LLIO CMOHYKAIO iHLWY NOAMHY nepeaaTtu
nonepesKeHHs aMepuKaHcbkin Briagi npo Te, Wwo mictep PniHH
MOXe BYTU CKOMNPOMETOBAHUN ...

Axwo MNanbnep 6ys ®BP, i BiH 6yB "yTpuBOXEHUI", YOMY "iHLIA
nognHa" noBmHHa Byna 3pobuTn nonepemkeHHA?

Lle moxxe ByTn TOMy, LLIO NOro HaBiTb HE BYNO Ha PO3rNSHYTIN
Beyepi. NMpuHaimMHiI, 9 He 3aMir nigTBepaAnTH, WO BiH TaM. AkOK BiH
OyB, BiH, Cx0OXe, He OyB y CrnyxaHHi CYMHO3BICHOI pO3MOBMU, 3a
cnosamu JloxoBa Ta LWe 04HOro gxepena.

BinbLwe TOro, KONM cTanoca nonepemkeHHa? Yomy BiH He
npunwwos B KiHui 2016 i novaTtky 2017 poky, konu Financial Tadmc
, Wall Street Journal , To Bawu+HazmoH Post Ta iHLi HOBUHHI
BMNycKkn Bynu BCi OTpMMyBaTK A3BIHKN 3 OQILiIMHUX AxXepen npo
Le obigi?

lMpeca 3akoHOMIpPHO BigMnoBiNa Ha BCce e 3pinum cnocobom.
MSNBC BniTky 2018 poky maB Marnkonsma HaHca , Kaxy4u, Lo
@niHH "MOXNNBO, MaB KOHTaKT 3 POCIMCbKUM pO3BigHUKOM" Y
Kem6puoxi. HeHc Takox TBITHYB, Wwo ®niHH 6yB « cninMaHun y
Me[oBUM ropLimk FSB ».

Hemae xogHux gokasis, konuv JloxoBa Hikonu He onutysanacbh
Oyab-sikolo Bnagoto abo nigosptoBanach y 0yab-akux 3B’A3Kax 3i
cnyx60t0 po3Bigkn. 34aeTbCs, BOHA NPOCTO €THIYHO POCiiCbKa
noguHa, sika cninkysanacs 3 ®niHHom. YoMy XTOCb nepexmee
npo6riemn, Hamarar4Uncb NEPETBOPUTLY MO0 B3AaEMOAII0 3 HEIO Ha
3arosfioBOK, 30a€TbCA NPMHANMHI TakUM XXe HOBMHHUM, SIK | cama
B3aeMofisi.
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Halper is said not to have made the complaint himself. This is
the New York Times account, from May, 2018:

The source was alarmed by the general’s apparent closeness with
a Russian woman who was also in attendance. The concern was
strong enough that it prompted another person to pass on a
warning to the American authorities that Mr. Flynn could be
compromised...

If Halper was FBI, and he was the one “alarmed,” why did
“another person” need to make the warning?

It might be because he was not even at the dinner in question. At
least, | haven’t been able to confirm that he was there. If he was,
he doesn’t seem to have been within earshot of the infamous
conversation, according to Lokhova and one other source.

Moreover, when did the warning happen? Why didn’t it come up in
late 2016 and early 2017, when the Financial Times, the Wall
Street Journal, the Washington Post and other news outlets were
all getting calls from official sources about this dinner?

The press naturally responded to all of this in mature fashion.
MSNBC in summer 2018 had Malcolm Nance on, saying Flynn
“‘may have had contact with a Russian intelligence officer” at
Cambridge. Nance also tweeted that Flynn was “caught in an FSB

honeypot.”

There’s no evidence Lokhova was ever interviewed by any
authorities or suspected of any intelligence links. She appears to
be just an ethnically Russian person who interacted with Flynn.
Why anyone would go through the trouble of trying to make his
interactions with her into a headline seems at least as newsworthy
as the interaction itself.
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Yepes poku nicns uiel «HecnokinHoi» 3ycTpidi 3 ®niHHoM, Jloxosa,
sKa Hikonu He cnirnkysanacs ( crinkysanacs couiansHo) 3
Manbnepom i He nobuna (He nobura) noro, 3anpoLLysanu Ha
Beuepto 3 [anbnepom Ta Noro Apy>KMHOK. 3anpoOLLEHHS HagiIALWIIo
yepes enekTpoHHU NUCT Big EHgpto B civHi 2016 poky:

LllaHosHa CeimnaHe...

Cmedgb ma Jlesni Xonnep obpasnu seyepro 8 [pedazosaHomy]
cybomy 20 nromoezo, momy 6y0b nacka, 6ydbme ginbHi uiei damu
ma npuedHyltimecb 00 Hac

HalKpauwli nobaxaHHs1
Kpic
JloxoBa Hanonsrana Ha ToMy, LLO 3anpoLleHHS "He nigTBepaxXye

HiYOro iHWoro, Hix ue 6yno anBHO B Tou Yac". NpoTe, BpaxoBytoUm
AisnbHiCTb Manbnepa nisHiwe Toro X PokKy, Le He AUBHO.

PosacnigysaHHa "YparaH nepexpecHoro BorHi" ogiuinHo He
po3anoyanocs 40 KiHUS fMHS TOro X poky. Ane BigoMmo, Lo
Xonnep BrepLue cninkysasca 3 Kaptepom Nenmpk Ha KOHdepeHu,ii
B AHMMIT 3a MicaUb o uiei Aatn. 3a3smyan Le abo 30BCiM He
NOSACHIETHLCS B NOBIAOMIEHHAX 3 Npecu, abo NOSCHIOETLCA K
MOXIUBO, LLIO CTOCYETLCS AKOrOCh iHLLIOrO pPO3CnigyBaHHS.

Lomicaus BawiuHemoH BACNOBNIOBAB NPUMYLLIEHHS, WO TpUBae
po3acnigyBaHHs Page, noB'sa3aHe 3 nonepeaHboo cnpoboto Tpbox
3acCyKeHNX POCINCbKMX LUNUIYHIB BepbyBaTn Moro. Ak Takui, He
6yno "npuumHn" mar (>kypHar) mir BBaxatu "CyMHIiBOM Byab-sKy
fisnbHicTb [Fanenepa) sk HesignosigHy". Yomy, ogHak, Xonnep
XoTiB 61 noroBopuTK 3 JTIOXOBOIKO Ha MOYaTKy TOrO XX POKY, Micns
TOro, Ik BOHa TaK XBuntoBarnacs 3a Hei?
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Years after this “disconcerting” encounter with Flynn, Lokhova,
who had never socialized (met socially) with Halper and disliked
(did not like) him, was invited to dinner with Halper and his wife.
The invite came via an email by Andrew in January of 2016:

Dear Svetlana...

Stef and Lezlee Halper have opted for dinner at [redacted] on Sat
20 Feb, so please keep that date free and join us

best wishes
Chris

Lokhova insisted the invite “does not prove anything other than it
was strange at the time.” Still, given Halper’s activities later that
year, it's odd.

The “Crossfire Hurricane” investigation didn’t officially begin until
the end of July of that year. But it's known Halper first
communicated with Carter Page at a conference in England over
a month before that start date. This is usually either not explained
at all in press reports, or explained as possibly pertaining to some
other investigation.

Washington Monthly suggested there was an ongoing probe of
Page related to an earlier attempt by three convicted Russian
spies to recruit him. As such there was “no reason” the mag
(journal) could see to “question any of [Halper’s] activities as
inappropriate.” Why however would Halper want to talk with
Lokhova earlier that year, after being so concerned about her?
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[Bi iHWwi po3noe.igi PniHa 6ynn MeHWw 04eBUAHO CMILLHMMK, ane
BCe X obpamneHi AUBHUM YMHOM. FaHeBHWUI Bi3UT PniHHa B rpyaHi
2015 poky go Pocii, konu BiH cuais nopyy 3 Bonogummpom
MyTiHUM, ByB 4acTO NOLUMPEHMM CEHCALUINHUM MYHKTOM,
nepegaHum xypHanictam BniTky 2016 poky. Cepeg iHworo, BiH
ONUHUBCA B JOCkE ekc-unuryHa Kpictogepa CTina.

Bisut ®niHHa go RT cnpuunHmue 6arato posgadi ogary Ta Bubyxy
B ronoeax 3MI. Hanpuknag, ue 6yno ogHe 3 gaHux, sike NPU3BENo
Anb ®paHkeHa 00 AyMKK, Wwo PniHH € "Hebesnekoto ans
Pecny6nikun". Po3kputta gonosigi Mionnepa npo Te, wo ®niHH
yxe O6yB nig cnigCcTeoMm, "BUXOAA4M 3 MOrO BiAHOCUH 3 POCINCHKUM
ypsigoM", Npo WO paHiwe Oyno HaTakaHo, BBAXKAETbCS
NMOB'A3aHUM 3 LLi€t0 NOAIEl0.

Lla icTopia Tex niwna 3a gueBHoto ayroto. licns Toro, Sk ue crano
ny6nivyHoto cynepeykoto, agokat PniHa PobepT KenHep 3pobus
3asaBy, Wo PniHH "Wwnpoko" o3Hanomme DIA " go i nicna " noisgku
no Pocii. Lia BigmoBa Big BignosiganesHOCTi He3abapom noyana
3'9BNATUCSA B HOBMHHUX MOBIAOMIEHHSX NPO MOI3AKY, Lo
3ocepepKyBanocs Ginblue Ha ToOMy, WO He NoBiAOMUTY NPO
onnary.

Y TpaeHi 2017 poky AreHTCTBO 060POHHOT PO3BiaKM Aano
CeHaTCbKOMY KOMITETY 3 MUTaHb Cy0BOI BNagm knacudikosaHum
iHCTpYKTaX npo driiHa. Y cepnHi ToAiWwHii ronosa cynoBoI BNaau
CeHaTy Yak "paccni Hagicnas Lien NINCT i3 NpOXaHHAM SO3BOIY Ha
po3acekpedeHHsa "kroyoBoT iHpopmauii”, npeactasneHoi DIA B
TpaBHEeBIM B3aemogil, Aoaaswu, Wwo "nybniyHe 3BiflbHEHHS He
npeacTaBnsaTMMe HiSIKOro NOCTIMHOIrO pU3uKy Ans HauioHanbHOT
6esnekun", i "ByTn B iHTepecax cycninbcTea".

PoscekpeTyBaHHSA Hikonu He Biabynocs, ane 6yB npyHanmHi oauH
3BiT [IxoHa ConomoHa Ha The Hill, skud, 3paetbes, HaTsKae Ha
noro 3mict. ConomoH 3asnBuBs, Wo PriHH NPOBOANB BENUKI 3yCTpidi
3 DIA go i nicna noi3gkn, iHCTpYKTaxi, aki Bknovanu "Mk ABoma
Ta ges'atbMa cnyx6oBuaMu po3Bigkn" Ta "Hagasanu NOMIipHO
KOpUCHY iHbopMmaLito”. _
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Two other Flynn stories were less obviously ridiculous, but still
framed in odd ways. Flynn’s infamous December 2015 visit to
Russia, when he sat next to Vladimir Putin, was an oft-circulated
sensational item passed to reporters in the summer of 2016.
Among other things, it ended up in ex-spy Christopher Steele’s
Dossier.

Flynn’s RT visit caused much rending of garments and exploding
of media heads. It was one of the data points that led Al Franken
to suggest Flynn was a “danger to the Republic,” for instance. The
Mueller report’s disclosure that Flynn was already under
investigation “based on his relationship with the Russian
government,” which has been hinted at a few times previously, is
presumed to be connected to this event.

This story, too, followed a weird arc. Well after it became a public
controversy, Flynn's lawyer, Robert Kelner, made a statement that
Flynn “extensively” briefed the DIA “before and after” the Russia
trip. This disclaimer soon started appearing in news reports about
the trip, which focused more on the failure to report the payment.

In May 2017, the Defense Intelligence Agency gave the Senate
Judiciary Committee a classified briefing about Flynn. In August,
then-Senate Judiciary chief Chuck Grassley sent this letter asking
for permission to declassify “a key piece of information” presented
by the DIA in that May interaction, adding “public release would
not pose any ongoing risk to national security” and would “be in
the public interest.”

The declassification never happened, but there’s been at least
one report from John Solomon at The Hill seeming to hint at its
contents. Solomon said Flynn had extensive meetings with the
DIA before and after the trip, briefings that included “between two
and nine intelligence officials” and “produced moderately useful’
information.
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Lle 6yna icTopia npo 3HyLleHy, 3ronogHeHy ekc-DIA posnpogaxy
Bonogumupy lNyTiHy, un ue 6yna Nnpo YMHOBHMKA i3 CBITY, A€ HIXTO
HIKONM He BUXOAMB Ha MEHCI0, SKNA NOiXaB y 3aTBEPIKEHY
NnogopoX AN BCTAHOBMEHHS akTiB?

BignoBigHO 40 BUKPIMKK, cnoYaTKy NpocoYmnnack Hamkaxnmeila
BepCis L€l kKa3kn, B TOM Yac sK YCKNagHIOKTbLCA AeTani, aKi
3'1COBYIOTbCSA MiCNs TOro, sIK 3arofloBKM BXe 06'Ixanu 3emnio B
Kinbka Tucad pasis. Lle o3Hauano ictopito, sika 6yna 6 GinbLie
CTpUBKOM Y CTpMOKy (Morna 3inTu B 6yab-sikomy BUNaaKy), Akou
Bce Oyno npencraBneHo oapasy, a He CTarno MpoKIaTUM
(3BMHYBauy4MM) €1eEMEHTOM PO3MNOBI4i NPO 3MOBY.

Te x came cTocyeTbCst HaNBINbL 3ry6HMX 3 ONIHCLKMX ICTOPIN:
icTopis Washington Post Big 12 ciuHs 2017 poky [eBiga IrHaTis, B
SIKI MPOCOYMINCS HOBUHM, WO PniHH No TenedoHy ChifikyBaBcs 3
pocinceknm nocrnom Cepriem Kucnsikom nicns toro, sk Obama
BUrHaB (BMKMHYB) POCINCBbKMX gunnomarie. Krno4oBnin ypuBoK: _

3a cnosamu Buworo ypsigosusi CLUA, ®niHH nog3BoHUB nocny
Pocii Ceprito Kicnsiky 29 rpyaHs, B AeHb, KONW agMiHicTpauis
O6amu oronocuna npo BUcuIky 35 pocCinCbkUX YNHOBHUKIB, a
TaKOoX NPO iHLWI 3axo4uM B MOMCTY 3a 3/10M (Kpagbkka iHgopmalil 3
cepepiB DNC - 110, 3gaeTbCs, pocisgHu Lboro He pobunn) . LWo
ckasaB ®niHH, i um ue BiH nigipeae caHkuii CLUA? 3akoH JloraHa
(xoya i Hikonn He 3acTocoByeTbCS) 3abopoHsae rpomagsaHam CLUA
BiJ NTMCTYBaAHHS, sIke Mae Hamip BNMBATU Ha 3aKOPAOHHWI ypaa,
wopno «cynepeyok» i3 CLUA. Yum nopywmeces i gyx?

Lle 6yno yyaoBucbKo icTopii. 3a 3MiCT Takoro Buay nepexonsieHHs
penopTepy Oyno He Mano (Lo HPUANYHO HAaUMeEHLLE).
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Was this a story about an embittered, cash-hungry ex-DIA selling
out to Vladimir Putin, or was it about an official from a world where
nobody ever really retires who went on an approved fact-finding
trip?

Fitting the pattern, the most nefarious version of this tale was
leaked first, while complicating details trickled out after headlines
had already circled the earth a few thousand times. This meant a
story that would have been more of a jump ball (could come down
either way) had everything been presented at once instead
became a damning (blaming) element of the collusion narrative.

Same goes for the most damaging of the Flynn stories: the
January 12, 2017 Washington Post story by David Ignatius, in
which news leaked that Flynn had spoken to Russian ambassador
Sergei Kislyak by phone after Obama expelled (threw out)
Russian diplomats. The key passage:

According to a senior U.S. government official, Flynn phoned
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak several times on Dec. 29,
the day the Obama administration announced the expulsion of 35
Russian officials as well as other measures in retaliation for the
hacking (stealing information from DNC servers — which it now
appears the Russians did not do). What did Flynn say, and did it
undercut the U.S. sanctions? The Logan Act (though never
enforced) bars U.S. citizens from correspondence intending to
influence a foreign government about “disputes” with the United
States. Was its spirit violated?

This was a monster of a story. It was no small thing (legally least
of all) for the content of this kind of intercept to be given to a
reporter.
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BinbLwe TOro, BOHO BMILWIO BiNbLU-MEHLL 04HOYACHO 3 BUOYXOBOO
nybnikauieto gocbe CTina, a Takox CynpoBigHa NPoOcoYeHa Kaska
npo Tpamna, 9Ky nepedasanu JONOBIAb YOTUPMa HavanbHUKaM
po3Bigku. Y ubomy cepenoBuLli byab-sika ictopis npo 6yab-akui
KOHTaKT 3 POCITHMHO 3aBanacsd nogieto, LWo nigipsana cBeiT.

IrHaTii yacTuHa (razetHa ctaTTs) Gyna KpaiHa B naHiui manxe
BCIO Hiu. BukoHytoua 060B'a3ku reHnpokypopa Canni Meintc
ckasana, Hanpuknag, LWo BoHa BBaxae, Wwo PriHH
"ckomMnpomMeToBaHMI".

LLlo Hacnpaegi ®niHH pobuB y Tnx g3siHkax i3 Kucnskom? BpeLuTi-
PELUT BiH BM3HaB CBOI BMHY y BpexHi Npo ABi peui.

MepLie npaBONoOpYyLUEHHS, SKe CTOCYETbCS HEPO3rONOLLEHHS,
NiAWTOBXHYNO iHLWI KpaiHK NpoTn BUGopy ronocyBaHHA Pagu
Besnekn OOH i3 3acymkeHHAM i3painbcbknx noceneHs. MabyTb,
BiH nonpocwuB Kicnsika Ta iHWKnX KpaiH BUCTYNUTM NpoTn abo
BiKIaCTu ronocyBaHHs, sike B Nigcymky nponwno (nuwe CLUA
yTpumanmcs).

IHwa rpadha cTocyBanacs Toro, wob ckasatu cnigyumm: « He gyxe.
A He nam'aTaro. Lle 6yno He Tak: "He pobiTb Hi4Yoro ", kKonu noro
3annTyBanu, 4mn ckasas BiH Knucnsky He 6patu yyactb y "Bignosigi”
Ha po3cTaBaHHs bapaka O6amu pocincbkux gunromaris 3a
BTPYYaHHs y Bubopw.

I3painbCcbke NUTAHHA BUOAETLCS Binbll cepno3HuM, 3gasanocs 0,
HamMaraHHsM MPOBECTM 30BHILLHIO NONITUKY A0 BCTYNy Ha nocagy.
3a cnosamn Mionnepa, [JoHanba Tpamn HaBiTb NOKIMKaB
npesmgeHTa €runty Abgena ®atrtaxa anb-Cici 22 rpygHs, skpas
nepepn Tum, sik anb-Cici Bigknas ronocysaHHs B8 OOH.

Akwo wo-Hebyab € nopyweHHam 3akoHy JloraHa, ue Te, ane
LbOro HiKoSiM He Byno Nopyd i3 ckaH4arnom rpoOMagcbKOCTi, B KU
nepeTBopuBCs 3aknuk Kucnsika. MNMopiBHAHO 3 ronocyBaHHAM
i3painbTaH, nepekoHaTn Pocito He HaaMIpHO pearyBaTtu Ha
BMCWUIKM 3032€ETbCA BIQHOCHO HE3HAYHMM NMUTAHHAM, SKLLO TifbKK
L& He € YaCTUHOHO BiNbLIOro poCinCbKOro 3aMoBMW. Hackinbku
isonboBaHo 6yB 6u el A3BIHOK? HaBiTb IrHaTii B cBOEMY
rogsiOoM/ieHHI LUMaTKa, nMcaB:
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Moreover, it came out more or less simultaneous to the explosive
publication of the Steele dossier, along with the accompanying
leaked tale of Trump being handed the report by four intel chiefs.
In this environment, any story about any contact with a Russian
seemed like a world-detonating event.

The Ignatius piece (newspaper article) had the country in a panic
almost overnight. Acting Attorney General Sally Yates said she
believed Flynn was “compromised,” for instance.

What did Flynn actually do in those calls with Kislyak? He
eventually pleaded guilty to lying about two things.

The first offense involved not disclosing he’d pushed other
countries to oppose a major U.N. Security Council vote
condemning Israeli settlements. Apparently, he asked Kislyak and
other countries to oppose or delay the vote, which eventually
passed (with only the U.S. abstaining).

The other count involved telling investigators “Not really. | don’t
remember. It wasn’t, ‘Don’t do anything,”” when asked if he’d told
Kislyak not to engage in a “tit-for-tat” response to Barack Obama’s
parting expulsions of Russian diplomats for election interference.

The Israeli issue seems more serious, a seeming effort to conduct
foreign policy before taking office. According to Mueller, Donald
Trump even called Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on
December 22, just before al-Sisi postponed the U.N. vote.

If anything is a Logan Act violation, it’s that, but this was never
near the public scandal the Kislyak call turned into. Compared to
the Israeli vote, convincing Russia not to overreact to expulsions
seems like a relatively minor issue, unless it's part of a larger
Russian conspiracy. In isolation, how nefarious would that call
have been? Even Ignatius, in his Post piece, wrote:

Page-81-


https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/5633496/181217-Flynn-302.pdf
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/5633496/181217-Flynn-302.pdf

AKLWO KOHTaKTN KoMaHau Tpamna JonoMornm BigBepPHYTU POCisiH
Bil KOHTpaTakn, MOXNNBO, Lie Aobpe. Ane Ham cnig 3HaTu dakTu.

YUepes 4yotupm gHi nicns iHaerypadii Tpamna ®niHH 6yB
ponutanun ®BP y binomy gomi. AreHTn onmcysanu noro sk "
po3cnabneHoro Ta Becenoro ", Konuv BOHW CTyKanu, HaBiTb
MPOMOHYIOYM iM MPOBECTU "ManeHbKy eKCKypcCito" no panoHy
HaBKOJS10 1oro odpicy "3axigHe kpuno". Lia cueHa € xumepHoto 3
Oyab-sikoro KyTta. He 3Hatu npo Te, wo PBEP npsimye 4o cBoix
KOXOHI8 (Sielb, KaMiHHSA), B Lle MOMEHT 30a€TbCS HEMUCITUMNM,
0co6nMBO 4NA NIOWHK, Yne HIGMTO poboTa noBnHHa Byna GyTu
napaHoivyHoto Big imeHi CnonydeHnx LLUTaTiB.

Hesabapowm nicns uboro, y Bignosigb Ha 3anut KomiTeTy cyaoBoi
BNaau WoQo CTeHorpamu 3aknuky PniHHa, TogilHii AnpekTop
®BP [xermc Komi HaToMiCTb NoiHOpMyBaB KOMITET 0COBUCTO.

Y ubomy 6pudpiHry BiH po3noBiB Npo o6CcTaBMHU A3BIHKIB 3
[owmiHikaHcbKoi Pecnybniku BignyCTKO (3aHaATO BaXXKUM?)
®niHHoM go Kucnska HanpukiHui rpygHs 2016 poky Ta nepenas
BPaXKEHHS Crigunx areHTiB, LU0 BOHM "HIYOro He 6auunu, wo
3Mycuno ix noBipuTK [BiH ByB ] GpeLue »y CBOEMY iHTEpPB'0.

®niH npooBXyBaB BU3HaBaTW CBOKO BUHY Yy BpexHi y PBP npo ui
KOHTaKTW. Ane ue He 3akiH4mno cnpasy Ang BCix. CeHaTCbkun
KOMITET 3 NUTaHb CYAOBOI Brian NpoaoBXyBaB MpoCUTr
CTEeHOorpamu BUKIUKIB, ANs NOpiBHAHHSA. MiHiCTepCTBO OCTULIT B
ocobi Poga PoseHuwTeriHa NnpoaoBxXyBano BigMoBnatucs . Apyrum
nuct MNpacni Ao Po3eHLwTenHa 3 Lboro npnBogy Hag3snyanHum.
Lle Bce, oKpiM 4K BUKNagae aymMmKy npo Te, wo yroga ®dniHHa npo
BM3HAHHS BMHU He BignoBigae hakTtnyHmMM paktam cnpasu:
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If the Trump team’s contacts helped discourage the Russians from
a counter-retaliation, maybe that’s a good thing. But we ought to
know the facts.

Four days after Trump was inaugurated, Flynn was interrogated
by the FBI in the White House. Agents described him as “relaxed
and jocular” when they came knocking, even offering to give them
a “little tour” of the area around his West Wing office. This scene
is bizarre from every angle. To be unaware the FBI was coming
straight for his cohones (eggs, stones) in that moment seems
unthinkable, especially for a man whose ostensible job was to be
paranoid on behalf of the United States.

Shortly after that, in response to a Judiciary Committee request for
a transcript of the Flynn call, then-FBI director James Comey
instead briefed the committee in person.

In this briefing he described the circumstances of calls made from
the Dominican Republic by the vacationing (too hard?) Flynn to
Kislyak in late December 2016, and conveyed the impression of
investigating agents that they “saw nothing that led them to
believe [he was] lying” in his interview.

Flynn did go on to plead guilty to lying to the FBI about those
contacts. But that didn’t end the matter for everyone. The Senate
Judiciary Committee kept on asking for the transcripts of the calls,
for comparison purposes. The Department of Justice, in the
person of Rod Rosenstein, kept refusing. Grassley’s second letter
to Rosenstein about this issue is remarkable. It all but spells out
the idea that Flynn’s plea deal doesn't fit the actual facts of the
case:
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KoHrpec Ta amepuKkaHCbKUI HApo4 MOBUHHI 3HATK NPo Oyab-SKi
noAibHi HeBiANOBIAHOCTI, SKi MOXYTb iCHyBaTWU. KOHrpec noBUHEH
6a4nTi cami OCHOBHI JOKa3W, a He nuLle BUCHOBKM NPO JOKa3w,
SIKi MPOKYpOpM Ta NigcyaHUn norogunucs onucaty ny6ivHo.

Lla cynepeyka 3anuaeTbCsl MPOOOBXEHO0, OANH i3 psay ripKnx
aprymeHTiB, siki BUBYXHYNM LWOAO Uiel cnpasu. Y YoMy TyT
nuTaHHA? Mu, mabyTb, He ByaeMO 3HaTK, SKLLO i MOKM JOKYMEHTM
He OyayTb ONPUNIOLHEH.

HanGinbw aicHo BGuBuMiA (4iCHO NOLLUKOAMBLLM) PO3MOBIAb NPO
®niHHa , KM BUALLOB B MPOTArOM LIbOro Yacy He 6yrno npo
Pocito, ane TypeyuuHi. 8 nuctonaga 2016 poky ®niHH
ony6nikysaB Op-Ed y naeopbi nia Ha3Bok « Haw co3HuK
TypeyynHa nepebyBae B Kpu3i Ta NOTpedye HALLOT NIATPUMKM ».

TBip 3acyauB TypeubKoro cesilLleHHocnyxutens dertxynnaxy
MoneHa sk pagukansHoro icnamicta ta "TypeyvdnHy 6iH JlageHa".
®niHH 3aaBuMB, WO MoneH cTosiB 3a cnpoboto AepXaBHOro
nepeBopoTy B nunHi 2016 poky, i 3asiBuB, o CLUA noBuHHI
BIOMOBUTY IOMY Y B'i3fi.

3paeTbes, PniHH OTpUMaB CBOI PO3MOBM Bif OBOX YOJIOBIKIB, SIKMX
3roAoM 3BUHYBATUM Y MOPYLUEHHI 3aKOHY Npo NobitoBaHHSA
3akopgoHHoro BnnvBy FARA. ®niHHY He npea'saBneHo
3BUHYBaYeHHs, i Le nuwe "ocoba A" B 06BMHYBanbLHOMY
BMCHOBKY. 30KpeMa, B 00BMHYBaYeHHi PriHHA B iHLLIN, NOB’A3aHiIN
3 Pocieto cnpasi, 3ragytoTbca "CyTTEBO HenpaBamBi 3asBKU”, SKi BiH,
AK KaXyTb, 3p06uB Wwoao TypevynHn. Yomy nomy He npea'siBfieHo
3BUHYBayeHHs y cnpasi "TypeyunHa"?

MakeT y 6aratbox onoBigaHHsAX, Takmx K PniHH, - ue
3BUHYBaAYEHHS Y HEHANEXHiln POCIAChKIN 3B’A3Li, 3a KOt rae
iHTEHCMBHE PO3CnidyBaHH4, 3a 9KMM criig poscnigyBaHa dirypa,
LLIO NIEXMTb Y/ CNOTUKAETBLCA Mig 4ONMUTOM, LLO CnpuymHse GinbLie
3aronoBkiB Ta binbLue po3cnigyBaHb.
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Congress and the American people to be aware of any such
inconsistencies that may exist. Congress needs to see the
underlying evidence itself, not merely the conclusions about the
evidence that prosecutors and a defendant have agreed to
describe publicly.

This dispute remains ongoing, one of a number of bitter
arguments that have broken out about this case. What is the issue
here? We probably won’t know unless and until the documents
are made public.

The most genuinely damning (truly damaging) story about Flynn
that came out during this time was not about Russia, but Turkey.
On November 8, 2016, Flynn published an Op-Ed in The

Hill called “Our Ally Turkey is in Crisis and Needs Our Support.”

The piece denounced Turkish cleric Fethullah Gllen as a radical
Islamist and “Turkey’s bin Laden.” Flynn claimed Gilen was
behind a July 2016 coup attempt, and said the United States
should deny him entry.

Flynn seems to have gotten his talking points from two men who
were subsequently charged with violating FARA, the foreign-
influence lobbying law. Flynn has not been charged, and is merely
“Person A” in the indictment. Notably, the indictment of Flynn in
the other, Russia-related case mentions “materially false
statements” he was said to have made about Turkey. Why has he
not been charged in the Turkey case?

The pattern in a lot of the stories like Flynn’s is an accusation of
an improper Russian connection, followed by an intense
investigation, followed by the investigated figure lying or stumbling
under questioning, spurring more headlines and more
investigation.
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Ane BpeLTi-pelT M1 4acTo BUSBASEMO, WO NpuynHa
po3cnigyBaHHA B NepLuy Yepry CyMHiBHa abo npuHanMHi xmbHa,
cama no cobi obmoBneHa obmaHamun 4m NyGRiYHMMM OMaHamu,
LLIO pOBUTD T FiFAHTCLKOK KYPSIHO-A€YHO MITYTAaHMHOK: XTO
OpexaB nepLmm, Crigymm 4m crigumm?

€OMHUM KOHKPETHUM BMCHOBKOM AonoBigi Mionnepa € Te, Lo Bce,
Lo BigdyBanocs B KOXXHOMY 3 LIMX OKPEMUX BUNALKIB, BPELUTI-
peLwT BOHM BUSIBUNUCS HE NOB’A3aHMMK abo, NpMHaMHI, He
noB’A3aHUMM i3 3MOBOIO 3 Pocieto Woao BTpyyYaHHs y Bubopw.

Ane BoHM 6ynn noB’a3aHi 6ydb-IKUM YNHOM? FAKi oKa3W KOMNNCh
iCHyBarnu, NoB'A3yro4n BCI Li Pi3Hi enisogmn Ta nepcoHaxi pasom -
Mengx, ManadopT, Managonynoc, ®niHH, HaeiTe Mankn Kanyto?
Y Aaesikux i3 umx BunNagkis He3po3ymino, Lo B po3chigyBanbHin
KapTWHi Hige He 6yno odilinHOro PoCiNCLKOro 3B’s13Ky, ane BCi
BOHM ONWHUMNCA B OOHIN Kyni.

Tak camo, sK i B eni3ogi 3 JloxoBoto, ysBreHHS Npo Te, WO BCi
TOYKM, NOB'sI3aHi MiXk cobot0, Oynu cxoxMMn Ha Byab-AKy iHLY
Megnia-npoBokauito. baraTo 3 unx nereHg posnovanucs 3 pos3rnsagy
3oHay PEP nig yac cnyxaHb B KoHrpeci 20 6epesHsa 2017 poky 3a
yyacTio [xerimca Komi - oe uneHun KOHrpecy Ta ixHi CBigKun 3Hanu i
GinbLue, i MeHLLe, HXX X NycKanu Ha Kamepy.
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But in the end we often find that the reason for investigating in the
first place is dubious or at least flawed, itself wrapped in
deceptions or public misrepresentations, making it a giant
chicken-egg mess: who lied first, the investigators or the
investigated?

The one concrete conclusion of the Mueller report is that whatever
was going on in each of these individual cases, in the end they
proved not to be related, or at least not related to a conspiracy
with Russia to interfere with the election.

But were they related in any way? What evidence ever existed
tying all of these disparate episodes and characters together —
Page, Manafort, Papadopoulos, Flynn, even Michael Caputo? In
some of these cases it's not clear there was ever an official
Russian connection anywhere in the investigative picture, yet they
all ended up lumped in the same pile.

Much like the episode with Lokhova, the notion that all of the dots
connected seems to have been as much as anything else a media
provocation. Many of these legends began with the rollout of the
FBI probe, in a March 20th, 2017 congressional hearing involving
James Comey — where members of congress and their witnesses
knew both more and less than they were letting on for the
cameras.
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6. Po3BigyBanbHiu cninbHOTI NOoTpi6bHa

npubupaHHa OyaAUHKY

[:xxon bpenan Tta LIPY 3a8B/s1l0Th, 10 KUTTS, AKIIO
IXHs po0oTa Oyae po3ceKpeueHa, 3arpoxkye Helde3melri.
Ile BUNpaBaIaHHS NPALIOE JINIIE CTUILKYU pa3iB

MeTtT Tanb6i30 TpaBHsa 2019 poky

« Axkbu 1 ckasa Bam, Lo ' d NoBMHEH BOUTKM Bac .» Lle

BTOMIIEHWI non-kniwe Mmem npoTtarom ctonite. e B 2000 poui,
konu Agam Mapcis Hamaraecs noknacTtu noro Ha lMNannepa
Mepebo B Kotiomi [NlomeopHoMy , BOHa 3acTorHana: "Lie
opuriHanbHO".
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6. The intelligence community needs a

house-cleaning

John Brennan and the CIA claim lives will be
endangered if their work is declassified. That excuse
only works so many times

Matt TaibbiMay 30, 2019

“f I told you, I'd have to kill you.” It's been a tired pop-cliché meme

for ages. Way back in 2000, when Adam Garcia tried to lay it on
Piper Perabo in Coyote Ugly, she groaned, “That’s original.”
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Lle 3BepHyno oveHsita B Top Gun B 198 poui 6. AkLwo
noBepHyTUCA Xo4a 6 HaCTINbKM Aaneko, M1 3HAEMO, LLO Lie
3BUYANHO (PirHs, KONMM XTOCb Kaxe, L0 BOHM 306epiratoTb y Bac
NPUKPO TaEMHULIKO 4118 Bawioro 6nara.

KonuwHin anpektop UPY [xoH BpeHaH BTArye uen Tprok 3apas, i
npeca 3HOBY CpuUAMae MOro CEpPMo3HO, He3BaXKakoun Ha Noro
[oBefeHy HEHaNHICTb.

BpeHaH mae pockoHany ictopito 6pexHi rpomaacbKocCTi, HanbinbL
raHeOHO LWoA0 KoMMN'loTepiB, SAKi KOHTpPOMTb LIPY,
cniBpobiTHUKKM CeHaTy BUKOPMUCTOBYBanu sl NiarotToBKKM 3BIiTY
npo KaTtyBaHHA. Ha 3anuTaHH4, uM Le npaega, wo LPY
LINMryBano 3a KOHrpecoMm, KoM BOHO 34iMCHIOBaNo Harnsag 3a
UMM areHTCcTBOM, bpeHaH Bce, OKpiM cepusi, OXONnUIIo NOro cepue.
"Hiwo He moxe 6yTu gani Big ictTMHK", - ckasas BiH AHgpea
MiTyenn nig Yac naHenbHOT UCKYCIi, NOXUTaBLUM rofioBoto. "Mwu 6
Lboro He pobunu!"

BpeHHaH 3aBXan MaB KamiHHS. Y KOMITOTEPHIN cnpagi CeHaTy BiH
He oOMexyBaBCS BEPXM YCHOMY 3anepeyeHHi. Misniwe noro LIPY
nigrotyBano 3BiT, B AKOMY OYMLLIAB 3asiBNEHUN "NOTEeHUiNHNI
HecaHkuioHoBaHu goctyn" ao KomiteTy 3 po3sigku CeHaTy.

BpeHHaH Takox ogHOro pasy 3asBuB, LLO B Nporpami BOMBCTBa
6e3ninoTHUKIB He Byno " eanHoi No6iYHOI cMepTi "; CTBEpO)KYBaB
(HeTo4HO, 3gaeTbes), wo Ocama 6iH JlageH BUKOPUCTOBYBAB
CBOIO APY>XMHY AK LT NHOAWHK Nig 4ac CBOET 3yCTpidi 3
MOPCLKMMM THONEHAMM (MaTpocamu cnevjiasnbHUX onepawin) ; Ta
HafaB HETOYHIN iHpopMaLlil KOHrpecy nNpo edPeKTUBHICTbL Nporpam
po3nuTy, poswmvpennx LUPY (katyBaHHS) .

Moro Takox QonuUTyBanu LOHANMEHLLIE ABiYi MPY PO3ChigyBaHHI
BuTOKIB. OQuH cTocyBaBcs icTopii 3 2012 poky. Toro poky, 3a
TXOeHb abo 6nm3bko Toro, 4o 2-i pivHuLi cmepTi biH JlageHa,
peyHuk binoro gomy [xen KepHi ckasas:

Y Hac HemMae JOCTOBIPHOI iHbopMau,iT Npo Te, WO TePOPUCTUYHI
opraHisauii, Bknrovatoum «Anb-Kaigy», nnaHytoTe Hanagm B CLUA,
wo6 BoHwM 3biranucs 3 piyHuueto cmepTi biH JlageHa.
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It drew eye rolls in Top Gun in 1986. Going back at least that far,
we’ve known it’'s usually bullshit when someone says they're
keeping a tantalizing secret from you for your own good.

Former CIA director John Brennan is pulling this stunt now, and
the press is again taking him seriously, despite his proven
unreliability.

Brennan has an elaborate history of lying to the public, most
infamously about the CIA monitoring computers Senate staff were
using to prepare a report on torture. When asked if it were true the
CIA spied on congress as it was doing oversight of that agency,
Brennan all but covered his heart. “Nothing could be further from
the truth,” he told Andrea Mitchell in a panel discussion, shaking
his head. “We wouldn’t do that!”

Brennan has always had stones. In the Senate computer case, he
didn’t limit himself to making staunch verbal denials. His CIA also
later produced a report clearing itself of said “potential
unauthorized access” to the Senate Intelligence Committee.

Brennan also once said there had not been a “single collateral
death” in the drone assassination program; claimed (inaccurately,
it seems) that Osama bin Laden used his wife as a human shield
in his encounter with Navy Seals (special operations sailors); and
provided inaccurate information to congress about the efficacy of
CIA enhanced interrogation programs (torture).

He has also been questioned at least twice in leak investigations.
One involved a story from 2012. That year, a week or so before
the May 2 anniversary of bin Laden’s death, White House
spokesman Jay Carney said:

We have no credible information that terrorist organizations,
including al-Qaeda, are plotting attacks in the U.S. to coincide with
the anniversary of bin Laden's death.
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Yomy agmiHicTpauist BucyHyna uto 6e3rny3gy npeTeHsito, He SICHO.
8 TpaBHA AP Buiina 3 ctoxxetom 6nokbacrtepis, WO CNpOCTyBaB
noro. Y 3BiTi 3a3Ha4vaeTbes, Wwo CLUA wonHo 3ipeanu TepakT,
npuypoyeHnii oo toBineto biH IlageHa, apyroi Bepcii Tak 3BaHOro
"CIOXXEeTY HWXHBbOIT BinnaHn".

o6 nosepHyTM (Henpaeay) Lt HeBIgNoBigHICTb, BpeHaH
MOBIAOMMB rpyny poO3MOBAAYNX FONOBOK, LWO6 NOA3BOHUTM NO
Tenesizopy. KonuwHin HavyanbHKK Bigainy 6opoteoun 3
Tepopuamom KniHtoHa Pivapa Knapk 6yB ogHum i3 6araTbox
nosigomneHb bpernHaHa, wo CLUA Hikonn He 3arpoxyBanu,
OCKiflbKM BiH "KOHTpoOntoBaB" cuTyau,ito.

Knapk HapeLuTi cka3aB No Tenesi3opy :

Ypsag CLUA kaxe, WO BiH HikONM He HabNmxaBcsl, OCKINbKA Y HUX
Oyna iHcangepcbka iHopmalis, iHcangepCcbKM KOHTPOIb, WO
03Ha4ae, L0 Y HUX € XTOCb i3cepeanHu, kM He 36npaBcs LbOoro
A03BOSIUTH.

Lle npm3seno 0o psay craTen, LWo O03BONATbL CTBEPAKYBATH,
wo CLA manu B Apasinicbkomy niBocTposi (AKAI) LiHHWI
(ocobGnmBO LiHHMI) NOACBKUIA oxxepeno BcepeauHi Anb-Kaign.
Reuters 3asBuB, WO 6BpUTAHCHKI YNHOBHUWKK BigirpaBanu NeBHy
pornb B onepadii i 6ynu "rmmboko nepexuTi" yepes BUTOKMW.

Lla ka3ka npo uiHHE NoAcbKe oKepero, sika po3kpmBaeTbed B 3MI
3 YUCTO NOMITUYHUX NPUYMH, BHACAILOK YOro 3anepeyeHHs
iHO3EMHNX NapTHEPIB LWOJ0 HALOT HEPO36ipnMBOCTI, NOBUHHI
3BYy4aTW BiAOMMMW B OCTaHHI TUXKHI.

Y MuHyny n’atHuuto bpeHaH niwos 3 MSNBC, wo6 ckasatu Kpicy
Xewcy, Wwo dyab-sKi 3ycunng Woao po3cekpeyveHHs iHdopmauii
Npo NoxomKeHHaA cnigctea Tpamn-Pocis ctaHoBnsATb Hebesneky
AN LiHHUX DpKepen i HeCTUMYTb Halli JOPOroLiHHI TiNeCHi piguHu:
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Why the administration made this pointless claim is not clear. On
May 8th, the AP_came out with a blockbuster story refuting it. The
report said the U.S. had just thwarted a terror attack timed to the
bin Laden anniversary, a second version of the so-called
“‘underwear plot.”

To spin (lie about) that discrepancy, Brennan briefed a group of
talking heads to blab on TV. Former Clinton counter-terrorism
chief Richard Clarke was one of many reportedly told by Brennan
the U.S. was never in danger, because it had “inside control” of
the situation.

Clarke ended up saying on TV:

The U.S. government is saying it never came close because they
had insider information, insider control, which implies that they
had somebody on the inside who wasn’t going to let it happen.

This led to a spate of articles suggesting that the United States
had an uber-valuable (especially valuable) human source inside
al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). Reuters said British
officials played a role in the operation and were “deeply
distressed” by the leaks.

That tale, of a valuable human source being revealed to the media
for purely political reasons, resulting in objections by foreign
partners about our indiscretion, should sound familiar in recent
weeks.

Brennan went on MSNBC last Friday to tell Chris Hayes that any
effort to declassify information about the origins of the Trump-
Russia investigation would place valuable sources at risk and
imperil our precious bodily fluids:
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Typ6oTa nondrae B ToOMy, L0 AyXKe, Ay)Ke LOPOrouiHHe gKepeno
Ta MeToau po3BigyBanbHoi cninbHOTM CLUA, a Takox Hawmx
napTHEpPIB Ta COIO3HUKIB 3@ KOPAOHOM - TUX, XTO AINUTLCA LiEt0
KOHbigeHUINHOK iHdhopMaLieto 3 HaMW.

MonepemkeHHs bpeHaH NOBTOPUO iHLWMX YAHHUX Ta KOMULLHIX
cny>k60oBLUiB pPO3BigKN.

KonuwHin BukoHytounin obos'askm rnasm LIPY Maikn Mopenn
3asBUB, LLIO MfaH € "NoTeHLUiNnHO Hebe3neyHnm", 3a9BUBLLN, LLIO
nuwe aupektop HauioHanbHOT po3Bigku Mae npaBo CyanTu Npo
wkoay "mxepenam Ta metogam”. Politico gogae ue
nornepemKeHHs Npo cLieHapin (Moe Haromnoc):

"Hivoro, Hanpuknag, y LIPY a6o AHB, oxopoHLUi He € peBHIlWMMU,
HiXX gpkepena Ta metoau”, - ckasas Jlappi MNdanddep, 32-pivyHun
BETepaH pO3BiaKK, KM BUKOHYBaB 000B'A3KN KEPiBHUKA anapaTty
anpektopa LUPY Mainkna XengeHa. "He rinep6onoto
(nepebinbLUeHHsM) € Te, L0 FOBOPUTM NPO XKUTTA ."

MoBepHyBLIMCL 40 MSNBC, Xeinc 3anpornoHyBas rigHe BCTyn 0
iHTepB'to 3i cBoiM koneroto MSNBC (penopTtepu GinbLue He
TPEMTATb, OOMIHIOHUNCE ePIPHMM YACOM YU KOFTOHHUM
NpOCTOPOM 3 NpeAcTaBHMKaMu cneucnyx6, Tenep ue 3suyariHa
NPUCYTHICTb y Media-nensaxi). Y HboMy BiH onucas xoay Tpamna
po3ceKkpeTUTn Martepianu cnigctea sk " aHTUrnMOOoBI (MOCTINHI
Oropokpartii) nponaraHgucTcbki aii .

Cnpoba poscekpeTuTu Lo iHpopmauito byna, 3a cnosamm Xeica,
"BenuyesHo yrogok y CBiTi po3BigyBarnbHUX opraHis". BiH
Hanondras, O €QWMHOK NPUYNHOLD, 3a Ko Tpamn gae binny
Bappy fosBin konatuca B ckapbHuui TaemHuub LIPY, 6yno "B
OCHOBHOMY AaTun maTepianu LLoHy XaHHiTi gnga noro
Ternesi3ifHoro woy".

Lle moxe 3gatmca NpOTUIHTYITUBHUM A58 ayauTopil CUHIX AepxaB
, ane Ton akT, WO po3cnigyBaHHA MOXe BUABUTUCH MOMNITUYHO
BurigHm anst doHaneaa Tpamna, aBTOMaTU4HO HE poOUTL NOro
HeneritTMMHMM, 0cobnMBO AKLLO A0 chiavnx o6'eaHaHb HanexaTtb
cneucnyxon.
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The concern is that very, very precious source and methods of the
United States intelligence community as well as our partners and
allies abroad — those who share this sensitive information with
us.

Brennan’s warning echoed other current and former intel officials.

Former acting CIA chief Michael Morell said the plan was
“potentially dangerous,” saying only the Director of National
Intelligence was qualified to judge damage to “sources and
methods.” Politico added this on-script warning (emphasis mine):

“There’s nothing CIA or NSA, for example, guards more jealously
than sources and methods,” said Larry Pfeiffer, a 32-year
intelligence veteran who served as the chief of staff to CIA
Director Michael Hayden. “It is not hyperbole (exaggeration) to say
that lives are at stake.”

Back on MSNBC, Hayes offered a dutiful intro to the interview with
his fellow MSNBC (reporters no longer flinch at sharing airtime or
column space with intelligence officials, now normal presences in
the media landscape). In it, he described the move by Trump to
declassify investigatory materials as “anti deep-state (permanent
bureaucracy) propaganda efforts.”

Trying to declassify this information was, Hayes said, a “a huge
deal in the world of intelligence agencies.” He insisted the only
reason Trump is giving Bill Barr permission to rummage around in
the CIA’s treasure trove of secrets was “basically to give Sean
Hannity material for his television show.”

This may sound counter-intuitive to blue-state audiences, but the
fact that an inquiry might end up being politically beneficial to
Donald Trump doesn’t automatically make it illegitimate,
particularly when the investigatory targets include the intelligence
agencies.
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Takum ke YMHOM, nepeada « NOACTUNAKLLMX JOKa3IB » Bif
30Hga Mionnepa Ha 3'i3g He 6yna 6 HE3aKOHHOIO TifNlbKU TOMY , LLIO
AeMOoKpaTu Bigpasy noctaBuTu noro Ha AC360 abo Last Word.
Cui bono (0515 yuei suzodu?) He € 4aCTUHOO PIBHAHHSA HOBMH.

A npuxmneHuk 6yab- koI iHopmaLii, nos’a3aHoi 3 "
Pociarentom", aka BuxogmTtb abo NpuUHaMMHi pO3ronoLlyeTbCsa Ha
KoHrpeci. Lle Bkntoyae Oyab-siki BigpegaroBaHi YacTUHU 30H4A
Mtonnepa, a TakoXX OCHOBHI criigdi maTtepianu.

Ane npo3opiCTb NOBUHHA nepepisaTi BCi WNsxu (ByTn
cnpaseanuBMMmn 4o BCix), Wob uen TPUPIMHUIA HauioHanbHWM
diacko BupiwmBca 6yab-akum cnocobom, kM mae ceHc. Ham
TakoX NoTpibHa Bcs iHpopMaUia Npo NOXOSKEHHSI
po3crigyBaHHS, i NPOCTO HenpaeAa, WO BigKPUTTS LbOro CXoBuLLa
o3Ha4vano 6 « 3MoBYy 3a0pyAHUTU PO3BigyBanbHY CNINILHOTY », KA
NOBMHHA « KOMMPOMETYBATWN areHTiB ».

Y Russiagate € noxoBaHa icTopid, ska, 34a€TbCs, HaBITb HE AyXe
ctocyeTbea Tpamna. BiH nepegbayae pyTMHHE HagMipHO
arpecmBHe BUKOPUCTAHHA CRiguYMX iIHCTPYMEHTIB eNOXu Tepopy,
0Cco6IMBO ONOPY Ha KOHTPPO3BIAYBaNbHY iIHPPACTPYKTYPY ON1S
NpoBeAeHHA BHYTPILLHIX po3cnigyBaHb.

PocigarenT, cxoxe, nepeTBopuBcsa Ha abcypaucTceky gpamy "
Hawa ntoduHa e 2asaHi ", Ae YNHOBHUKM CcrneLcnyxo, Lo
nepecnigysanu CnpaBXHIO Ka3Ky Npo CNpaBXHE POCiNcbKe Kibep-
BTOPrHEHHs, nepecnigysanu ekinbka cninux anemn, Haknagawo4m
CKNnagHi WWNUryHCbKi CIoXKeTW Ha KamnaHil Tpamna, sika Hacnpaegi
Ginble Haragysana BUNagKOBUIA PEKNaMHUA TPHOK, LLO
NiA>KMBMOETLCA FOPMOHAMMU, HiXK iCTOpIS KaHaAuaaTa npo
MaHbYXYPCbKUX KaHOMAATIB.

YnepeoKeHicTb NiaTBEpPOKEHHA Habyna LWMPOKOro po3maxy Ta
noripwunnack, kKonv Tpamn Hacnpaegi nepemir, HeaBaxkaroum Ha
Oyab-SKi cnogiBaHHA (NpUHanMMHI, Byab-sKe OYviKyBaHHS
4nHoBHUKIB LIPY, nos’azaHux 3 [K, He cTocyeTbecs TOro gakTy, Lo
OinbLa yactHa Amepukn byae ronocyeaTtu 3a PoHa [xepewmi
(3ipka nopHorpadii) , abo Nonorpama Cagnama XyccenHa, Hag,
Xinnapi KniHTOR).
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In the same way, handing over “underlying evidence” from the
Mueller probe to congress wouldn’t be illegitimate just because
Democrats would immediately put it on AC360 or Last Word. Cui
bono (for whose benefit?) isn’t part of the newsworthiness
equation.

I’'m in favor of any Russiagate-related information coming out, or
at least being disclosed to congress. That includes any redacted
parts of the Mueller probe, along with underlying investigative
materials.

But transparency has to cut all ways (be fair to all) for this three-
year national fiasco to be resolved in any way that makes sense.
We need all the information about the origins of the investigation
as well, and it’s simply not true that opening that vault would mean
a “plot to dirty up the intelligence community” that must
“‘compromise agents.”

There’s a story buried in Russiagate that seems not even really to
be about Trump. It involves routine over-aggressive use of War on
Terror-era investigatory tools, especially the reliance upon
counterintelligence infrastructure to conduct domestic
investigations.

Russiagate seems to have turned into an Our Man in Havana
style absurdist drama, where intelligence officials chasing a real
tale of real Russian cyber-incursion went barreling down multiple
blind alleys, superimposing complex espionage plots on a Trump
campaign that was actually more like a random, hormone-fueled
publicity stunt than a Manchurian Candidate story.

Confirmation bias was rampant and got worse when Trump
actually won, in defiance of any expectation (at least, any
expectation of DC-bound CIA officials out of touch with the fact
that much of America would vote for Ron Jeremy (a pornography
star), or Hologram Saddam Hussein, over Hillary Clinton).
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Hamaratouncb BUKOPIHUTM 3MOBY, YNHOBHMKWN PO3BigKkM pobunn Te,
LLIO BOHW, MabyTb, pobnaTh 3aHaAToO YacTo, TOO6TO 3MOBXMBAKOTh
Yy4OBUMMU iIHCTPYMEHTaMM CNOCTEPEXEHHS, SIKi MU J03BONANN M
KopucTyBaTUCA B Mamke NOBHICTIO BiACYTHbOMY Harnagi
cepegosuLi. bropokpaTnyHa 6uTBa 3a 3MOBXMBAHHSA LMK
iHCTpyMeHTaMu faTtyeTbecs Russiagate .

[opanTe ue oo rpadidHnx nonepegxeHb OCTaHHIX POKIB Npo Te,
LLIO opraHun 6e3nekn perynsipHo irHopyoTb NPaBoBi 0OMEXEHHS -
AIK, Hanpuknaga, BuLLi nocagosi ocobu LIPY, aki gonyckatoTe 4o
YUTaHHSA ENEKTPOHHWX JINCTIB KOHIPECY, L0 CTOCYHTHCA
BiCbKOBOCIYX00BLiB crneucnyx0, - i € 6inbLU LWMpOoKa icTopis Npo
3pocTatoudy 6e3kapHiCTb po3BigyBarnbHOI CNiNbHOTU, 0COBMBO LWLO
CTOCYETbCA il BUKOPUCTAHHA HOBUX NpoLieayp crnocTepexeHHs. Lle
NUTaHHA nepeayeano Tpamny, i NpoTsrom 6aratbox pokiB Oynu
cKapru uneHiB 060x CTOpiH.

B enoxy Tpamna Bce ue 6yno nepepobneHo sk Big4angyLHy
napTu3aHcbKy 6uTBY, Ae TypboTa Npo HEHaneXHe LWNUryHCTBO -
nve NpuvBi4 ANS 3aHENOKOEHHN pecnybnikaHuiB, ki nuwe
306uMpatoTbcs HabpaTu NOMNITUYHI 04k Dokcy. PaKTUYHO Lie MoXe
OyTn moTuBaUis Takux nogen, sk Tpamn Ta Bapp. Ane ue He
O3Havae, LWo poscnigyBaHHa Tpamna-Pocii He 3Hange peanbHuX
CUCTEMHMX Npobnem.

Ha ubomy Tni cnig po3ymMiTh OCTaHHi BUrykn Npo cTypboBaHiCcTb
"mkepenamu Ta metogamn” Ta "KUTTAMKU".

3 TOro MOMeHTY, Sk po3noyvaBcs 3oHg " Pocrent" , Ham
HEeOo4HOPa30BO PO3rosiowyBany iHpopmMaLito PO NOXOAPKEHHS
po3acnigyBaHHs, WO MOXe 3alLKOAMTM HaLioHanbHin 6eaneui. Ll
3as1BW 4YacTo BUSABMSAOTLCS HE MPOCTO MOMUIKOBUMMN, @ CMILLHUMM
npoBoKaLisiMu.

OupekTop LIPY OxuH Haspel npocnieas y BawuHamoHi Pos T
POKM TOMY , L0 PO3KPUTTS iMeHi iHpopmaTopa CtedaH Xannepa
«Mir pu3ukyBaTu Xutts.» Buasmunocs Halper 6yB outed sk npueuz
B cTopiHkax New York Times cnuHi B 198 3, i BigKpnTO TOprysanu
Ha MOro iHTeneKkT MUHYNoMy B AKOCTi npodpecopa B AHrnii. e
6ynu pusmkn B 6oTanivHOMy cagy Kembpuacekoro
yHiBEpcuTeTy?
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Determined to root out the plot, intelligence officials did what they
apparently do too often, i.e. abuse the awesome surveillance tools
we’ve allowed them to enjoy in an almost completely supervision-
free environment. The bureaucratic battle over misuse of these
tools pre-dates Russiagate.

Add this to graphic warnings in recent years that security agencies
regularly ignore legal constraints — like senior CIA officials
admitting to reading congressional emails pertaining to
intelligence agency whistleblowers — and there’s a larger story
about the growing impunity of the intelligence community,
especially as concerns its use of new surveillance procedures.
This issue predates Trump and there have been complaints from
members of both parties over the years.

In the Trump era this has all been recast as a desperate partisan
battle, where worry over improper spying is just a pretext concern
for Republicans, who are just out to score political points on Fox.
That may in fact be the motivation of people like Trump and Barr.
But it doesn’t mean the investigations into Trump-Russia won’t
find real systemic problems.

I's against this backdrop that the latest cries about concern for
“sources and methods” and “lives” must be understood.

Since the Russiagate probe began, we’ve repeatedly been told
disclosures about the origins of the investigation would imperil
national security. These statements have often proven to be not
just false, but ridiculous provocations.

CIA director Gina Haspel crowed to the Washington Post a year
ago that disclosing the name of informant Stefan Halper “could
risk lives.” It turned out Halper had been outed as a spook in the
pages of the New York Times back in 1983, and openly traded on
his intelligence past as a professor in England. Where were lives
at risk, in the Cambridge University Botanical Garden?
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Mwu Takox 6aunnu NoBiGOMMNEHHSA NPO Te, LLO PO3KPUTTH iMEHI
KonuwHboro 6putaHcbkoro wnuryHa Kpictocpepa Crina 3arpoxye
noro xuntTi0. Konn Wall Street Journal BiamoBuB noro B cidni 2017
poky, CTin BignosiB, cka3aBLun 6putaHcbkum 3MI, wo "xaxHyBcs
3a cBoto 6e3neky". BiH gogas, WO BiH NepexoByeTbes, 60
NoboETLCA "MOTEHLIHO Hebe3neyHoro ntodTa NPOTU HLOIO 3
©6oky Mockeu".

Mi3Hiwe mun 3'acyeanu, wo CTin mae binblle Meaia-KoOHTaKTIB, HixX
ciMm's KapgalusiH, 3ycTpivalouncs 3 (K MiHiMym) Times , Post ,
Yahoo !, New Yorker, CNN Ta mamip'to [J>)OHCOM NpOTArom
NPUBIIM3HO CEMU TUXKHIB Y BEPECHI->KOBTHI 2016 poky.

3a poKu, Konn Koro AonoBigb cTana 3aranbHogocTynHow, CTin
bopoBcs (nogonas) cein Tepop, Wob NpoaoBXKyBaTH CMifIKyBaTMUCS
3i 3MI. BiH 3anpocuB wnpokun, xsanebHun npodinb 2018 poky B
Hbto-Mopke, B IKOMY on1cyBaB oro, Bignosigatym Ha "oavH i3
CBOiX ABox TenedoHiB" y ®apHxem, micteuky Cyppen 3
"NpeKpacHoOI0 rpy3MHCHKOK BUCOKOI BynuUer", Ae BiH i noro
4YeTBEpPO AiTeN XMBYTb "Malbke Ha akpi 3emni ".

BiH naBaB oenoanTtu, AOMOBASABCS NPO CBiAYEHHSA nepen
KOHrpecoM i 6yB nepLIoaXXepernioM y Kinbkox kHurax 6ecrcenepis.
3aBAdKM TakuM peTernbHUM 3acCTePEXEHHAM MOMY BOANOCHA SKOCb
YHUKHY TN BOMBCTBa 3 2016 poKy.

Ti X TeaTpanbHi NnonepemxeHHs Npo BMOyX "mxepen Ta meTtoaiB"
3'ABUNMCA Y BiANOBIAb HA PaHHi 3anuMTaHHA Wwono opaepis FISA,
AKi BUKOpucToByBanuch y 3oHai "Tpamn-Pocig".

Konu Tpamn y 2017 poui Haka3aB po3CeKpeTUTH YacTUHY opaepa
FISA Ha konuwHboro nomivHuka Kaptepa lMNMengxa, peakuis dyna
TOYHO TaKOH X, Ky MUK 3apa3 Yyemo, y baratbox Bunagkax Big
TUX caMuX nogen.
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We also saw reports that revealing the name of former British spy
Christopher Steele would imperil his life. When the Wall Street
Journal outed him in January of 2017, Steele responded by telling
British media that he was “terrified for his safety.” He added he
was going into hiding because he feared a “potentially dangerous
backlash against him from Moscow.”

We later found out Steele had more media contacts than the
Kardashian family, meeting with (at minimum) the Times, Post,
Yahoo!, The New Yorker, CNN and Mother Jones in the space of
about seven weeks in September-October 2016.

In the years since his report became public, Steele fought through
(overcame) his terror to keep commiserating with the media. He
invited a sprawling, laudatory 2018 profile in The New Yorker that
described him answering “one of his two phones” in Farnham, a
Surrey town with a “beautiful Georgian high street,” where he and
his four children live on “nearly an acre of land.”

He’s given depositions, negotiated to testify before congress, and
been a primary source in several bestselling books. Thanks to
such elaborate precautions, he’s managed somehow to avoid
assassination since 2016.

The same theatrical warnings about blowing “sources and
methods” came in response to early questions about the FISA
warrants used in the Trump-Russia probe.

When Trump ordered the declassification of parts of the FISA
warrant on former aide Carter Page in 2017, the reaction was
exactly the same as the one we’re hearing now, in many cases
from the same people.
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[Hesig Kpic, konuwHin kepiBHKK Nigpo34iny HauioHanbHoI 6e3nekn
MinicTepcTBa tocTuuii, 3asBuB, WO 3BiNbHEHHA FISA Gyno " nosa
rpacbikom " Ta "6e3npeueneHTHMM", OCKiNbKM 3asBMB, Wo FISA
"BXXe MPONLLNM PO3CeKpeYeHHN".

KonuwHin doegepansHuii npokypop Ikonc BaHc 3asBuB, WO
Haka3 npo FISA " koMNpoMeTye HalioHanbHy 6e3neky ".
KonuwHin areHt ®BEP ®paHk MoHTos 3asBumB, wo "npouec FISA €
CEKPETHUM 3 NPUYNHK: ON1S 3aXUCTY SXKepen Ta MeToais".

Bunyck opaepa Ha CTOPiHKY BUSBMBCS TakuM, LLO He LUIKOAUTb
Hivoro, kpim penyTauii PEP Ta iHWwnx BigomcTB. OCHOBHMM
BiaKpuTTAM Gyno Te, wo ®EP cnpaeai Bukopuctosysano Crina,
KomneHcoBaHoro (nnatHoro) " iHgpopmatopa ®BP, a Takox
nNpuBaTHOro JocnigHuKa ono3uLii, SK JXepeno, He3BaXkalo4un Ha
Te, WO "NPUNUHMB CBOT CTOCYHKM" 3 HUM Y KOBTHI 2016 pokKy,
HIGMTO Yepes HernporonoLweHHs ( He posnosigatoyn npo) 3MI
KOHTAaKTIB.

UneH pentuHrosoro komitety NManatu Intel (Intelligence) Agam
LWndpd 3HaB uto iHpopmaito, konm 20 6epesHs 2017 poky BiH
NpoBiB «CryxaHHsA 6om6u (Bubyxiekn) ». Lle 6yno Te, B AKOMY BiH
Ta iHLWIi YNeHn JoNUTyBanueh Le He 3BirbHeHUX (LLe npawuiorTs) )
HavanbHuk ®BP Oxenmc Komi Ta Pogxepc, i untas iHpopmauito
3 ponogigi Ctina Tak, Hibn ue dakTU4YHO, HE AAal4N XKOOHUX
HaTSKIB Ha Te, WO 3 UMM MOXYTb BUHUKHYTK Npobrnemu.

LWndd HamaraBsca po3cekpeTutn " gkomora Binblue npo Te, Lo
Pocia sanamae Hawi Bubopm " we Bnitky 2016 poky, ane tenep
onucye cnpobu po3cekpeTUTn iHPopMaLito NPO NPUYNHU 30HAY SK
cnpoby " 036poiTn (MepeTBOpUTU Ha 36P0H)" NPABOOXOPOHHUX

OQFaHiB ».
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David Kris, former head of the national security division of the
Justice Department said the release of the FISAs was “off the
charts” and “unprecedented” because said FISAs had “already
undergone declassification review.”

Former federal prosecutor Joyce Vance said the order about the
FISAs “compromises national security.” Former FBI agent Frank
Montoya said “the FISA process is secret for a reason: to protect
sources and methods.”

The release of the Page warrant turned out to not to compromise
anything but the reputation of the FBI and other agencies. The
major revelation was the FBI had indeed used Steele, a
“‘compensated (paid)” FBI informant as well as a private oppo
researcher, as a source despite having “suspended its
relationship” with him in October 2016, ostensibly over failure to
disclose (not telling about) media contacts.

House Intel (Intelligence) committee ranking member Adam Schiff
knew this information when he conducted his “bombshell
(explosive)” hearing” on March 20, 2017. That was the one in
which he and other members questioned not-yet-fired (still
employed) FBI chief James Comey and Rogers, and read out
information from the Steele report as if it were factual, not giving
any hint that there might be issues with it.

Schiff was gung-ho to declassify “as much as possible about
Russia hacking our elections” back in the summer of 2016, but
now describes attempts to declassify information about the
reasons for the probe as an attempt to “weaponize (turn into a
weapon) law enforcement.”
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MogonaHHsa Ta npubopkaHHs (BUNpaBaaHHs) Npo "okepena Ta
mMeToan" - Le cnpaBai NpeBEeHTMBHA KaMnaHis, Ska OXonsioe ayny.
Kyna uux niogewn ocb-ocb byae BUCBITNEHa y MabyTHbOMY OornsaAi
npasocyaas |G Mankna Noposiua, a Takox y 6inbLuin po3siaui,
sIKy ovorntoe KonuwHin npokypop CLUA koH KOHHEKTUKYT [xoH
Oapem.

Ocb yomy mu 6aumnu ictopii, Ski No cyTi NOKasyoTb, Wo [xenmc
Komi Ta bpeHaH BkasyoTb NanbUsMK | 3BUHYBaYYHOTb IHLUNX Y
BUKOpUCTaHHI MaTepiany CTin. KonuwHi HavyanbHUKM po3Bigku, aKi
npogarTb O4MH OQHOrO, € BECENUMM i nepegdadyBaHUMM, i
noganbLia NpuyMHa He CnpuMmMMaT ix CEpMO3HO, KON BOHU
npocaTb 6yT 3axueHnmMm Big Harnsgy 3 MipKyBaHb
HaLjioHanbHOT be3neku.

Lle ocobnnBo akTyanbHO, OCKINIbKM YNHOBHUKM HE Marn XOL4HOI
npobnemu po3nosigaT XXypHanictaMm Npo BCiNsKi 3axonsoodi
peui Npo Halli MOXMIMBOCTI PO3BIAKW, KONK Lie BianoBigano ixHim
uinam PR.

BisbmiTb BMNyck ekckno3meHoro Washington Post , 2017 poky , B
sikomy 6yno BusiBreHo, wo LIPY goctaeuno gonoeigb bapaky
O6awmi npo " 6omboBy obonoHky (Bubyxisky) " B cepnHi 2016 poky.
LIPY nosigomnano O6awmy, wo Bonoammup lNyTiH He nuwe
KepyBaB nepeaBnbopyolo kaMnaHieto, cnedianbHo 3pobus Le 3
Hamipom " gonomortu obpatu ... loHanbga Tpamna ".

Lle mosidomieHHs YacTuHa noyanacsa 3 nirepaTypHOi CLEeHoo-
iHKyGaTOpOM (CTBOPEHHS 3a4HUKA) :

Ha noyaTtky MuHynoro cepnHsi o binoro gomy npnbyBs KOHBEPT i3
Haa3BMYaNHUMK OOMEXEHHAMM NOBOOXKEHHA. Hapicnanun
Kyp'epom 3 LIPY, BiH oTpymaB «nuvwie odi» iHCTpyKUii, o6 1oro
BMiCT Oyno nokasaHo fvwie YoTUPbOM FIOAAM: NPE3NAEHTY
Bapaky Obami Ta TpbOM CTapLUMM NOMIYHUKAM. ...
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The hemming and hawing (making excuses) about “sources and
methods” is really a pre-emptive ass-covering campaign. A bunch
of these people are about to be highlighted in the upcoming
review by Justice IG Michael Horowitz, as well as the larger probe
led by former Connecticut U.S. Attorney John Durham.

This is why we’ve seen stories that essentially show James
Comey and Brennan pointing fingers and blaming the other for
using the Steele material. Former intelligence chiefs selling each
other out is hilarious and predictable, and further reason not to
take them seriously when they ask to be shielded from oversight
on national security grounds.

This is especially true since officials had no issue telling reporters
all sorts of fascinating things about our intelligence capabilities
when it suited their PR purposes.

Take a June, 2017 Washington Post exclusive, in which it was
revealed the CIA delivered a “bombshell (explosive)” report to
Barack Obama in August of 2016. The CIA reportedly told Obama
that Vladimir Putin not only directed an election interference
campaign, but did so specifically with the intention to “help elect...

Donald Trump.”

That Post piece began with a literary scene-setter (establishing
the backdrop):

Early last August, an envelope with extraordinary handling
restrictions arrived at the White House. Sent by courier from the
CIA, it carried “eyes only” instructions that its contents be shown
to just four people: President Barack Obama and three senior
aides....
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Martepian, 3a3Hayae Tlocm , 6yB «HACTINbKN YyTANBUM, LLO
anpektop LIPY [xoH O. bpeHaH He BigBOAUB MOro Bif LLOAEHHOMO
onucy npesngeHTa, 3aHENOKOEHNA TUM, L0 HaBiTb MOLUNMPEHHSA
LbOro 3BiTy Oyno 3aHagTo Wnpokumy. BoHn goganu: "lMaket LIPY
NPUIALLIOB i3 BKA3iBKOIO, LLIO MOro NoTpibHO NOBEPHYTU ogpasy
nicnsa Moro NpoYMTaHHA".

lNosiGomneHHs NpoOBXYBAB NOSCHIOBATK L0 iHdopMmauito , 6yno
yTpymaHo B 7 »k0BTHA 2016 nybniyHy 3asBy , BMaaHa ypsa0om
O6amu. 3a gaHumu nosidomneHHs «nd.w. 23 YepBHA Expose
(kypcuB min):

PaHHi npoekTn npoekTy 3BuHyBayyBanu yTiHa no imeHi, ane
nocunaHHsi 6yno BunyyYeHe 3 NOGOKBaHHS, WO Lie MOXe
3arpoxysaTtu po3BigyBanbHUM QKepenam Ta metogam .

Y poai MmihanbHO-TOHI30BaHNX ra3eTHUX 3BEpHEHDb A0 Jlekap-
KapcbKkoro KepiBHUKM CEKPETHUX CNYXO NparHyTb CXBanuTL:
"[xoH O. bpeHaH" Noka3aHW TYT HACTINbKN 3aHEMOKOEHNI
3axXucToM CBOro goctyny ao lNyTiHa, wo BiH NONpOCMB HEFANHO
NOBEPHYTN KOHBEPT 3 1oro iHdopmauieto (Mu B Oniui (3ananutin)
Micnsa YnTaHHs TepUTOPIT LINWUIYHCBKMX Khille 3apas).

Topi, Wwob HagaTu 4OAAaTKOBUIN 3axXMCT, Byno BMPILLEHO, L0 HaBITb
nocunaHHs Ha 0cobUCTY NpUYETHICTb NyTiHa NOBMHHO ByTH
BUMy4eHO 3 Ny6niyHoil 3aaBuK ypsay B X0BTHI 2016 poky, wob Ti
PO3YMHi POCIAHWN He 3pO3YMINnu, WO Y HUX € BUTIK.

OpHak yepes BiciMm micauis y MNowmi pantom BiabyBcs napag
YMHOBHUIKIB, SIKi HE NPOCTO 3BUHYBa4yBarmcb y TacMHil
iHdopmauii Kpemns, ane 1 obmiHloBanmcs Linoto icTopieto Toro,
SK Ler MaridyHun iHTenekT CTaB BUKOPUCTOBYBATMCA Ta
nepegaBaTUCA NPe3nOeHTY.

[NogidomneHHs cTaTTs gofaHa B NPOXiAHIN MOXHa yaBUTU COOBi
BpeHHaH 3ariH cebe: «iHTenekT lNyTiHa 6yB Haa3BUYanNHUM Ha
OEKiNbKOX piBHAX, B TOMY YUCHIi | K MOABMUI B LUMUIYHCTBI.»
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The material, the Post said, was “so sensitive that CIA Director
John O. Brennan kept it out of the President’s Daily Brief,
concerned that even that restricted report’s distribution was too
broad.” They added: “The CIA package came with instructions that
it be returned immediately after it was read.”

The Post went on to explain this information had been withheld in
an October 7th, 2016 public statement issued by the Obama
government. According to the Post’s June 23 expose (emphasis
mine):

Early drafts accused Putin by name, but the reference was
removed out of concern that it might endanger intelligence
sources and methods.

In the kind of LeCarre-esque mythical-toned newspaper treatment
secret service chiefs tend to approve of, “John O. Brennan” is
shown here so concerned about protecting his access to Putin
that he asked for the envelope with his intel to be returned
immediately (we’re in Burn (ignite) After Reading spy-cliché
territory now).

Then, to provide additional protection, it was decided even a
reference to Putin’s personal involvement must be removed from
a public statement by the government in October of 2016, lest
those clever Russians figure out they had a leak.

Yet eight months later, the Post suddenly had a parade of officials
not just blabbing about the secret Kremlin information, but sharing
the whole backstory of how this magical intel came to be used and
delivered to the president.

The Post article added, in a passage one can imagine Brennan
penning himself: “The intelligence on Putin was extraordinary on
multiple levels, including as a feat of espionage.”
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MpoTtsrom poky LIPY nepenwno Big 3axucty npmn3oBoi iHpopmau,i
3 ycima, KpiMm 4oTMpboXx Nniogen y binomy gomi, Ao Toro, wob
pO3MoBiCTM NpO Lie Bcbomy cBiTy B Washington Post . [1o
cepeanHun 2017 poky "4MHOBHMKKU" HABITb AodaBann OAATKOBY
HaguyTnMBy iHdopMaLito xypHanictam " lNMowmu " sik GoHyC, K
6e3kowwToBHUI Habip pagianis (" Washington Post 3aTpumye geski
aetani Ha npoxaHHsa ypsgy CLUA", - ypouncta noxeana nanepy).

Tenep, konu Tpamn oronocus, WO Hagae HeHaBMcHoMy bappy
LUMPOKY LLUMPOTY AN1s po3cekpedeHHs iHpopmaLil po3sigyBarnbHOT
CNinbHOTM NPO NOXO4KEHHA 30HAa Tpamna-Pocito, pantom
3'aBnseTbCA GinblUe Kas3oKk NPo Le HannoTaeMHiILe Jkepeno.

" Hbto-UNopk Talimc" BUNYCTMB TBIp i Ha3Boto " [oTeHLiNHUNI
3iTKHEHHS HAA, CEKPETHUMMU CTaHKaMu MK MiHICTEpPCTBOM HOCTULIIT
Ta LIPY ", akui yci, okpiM oronoLwleHnx y HeoHoBin sueicui, MU
MAEMO JTHOONHWN [XKEPES (mone, wnvryH) MPABUNBHO
HACTYIMNHO HA MYTUH!

[Nocunatoumcb Ha "gesaknx YNHOBHUKIB", ra3eTa nucana:
"Hansigomiwmnm i3 gxxepen possigku LIPY woao sTpyyaHHs Pocii B
Bnbopui BTpydaHHsi Oyna nogunHa, 6nmsbka go naHa lyrina",
aoaaswm Uto "ocoby", aky LIPY nosro gorngaana "i" nigHsanacs go
no3uuii, aka [o3BoniMna iHpopmaTopy HagaTu Krno4voBy

iHdopmauito. "

MoTim BiH gogas uen naparpad:

[bxoH O. bpeHaH, aupektop LIPY npu mictepi Obami,
AOCTaBnsTMMe A0onoBiai Big mxkepena 6e3nocepenHbo oo binoro
AOMY, He JONyCKakuu iX 40 LWOAEeHHOro po3BigyBanbHOro
iHCTPYKTaXy npeaungeHTa, 60s4m1Ch, WO Len iHCTpyKTax bys
PO3MNOBCIOIKEHNN 3aHAATO LLUMPOKO, HA OYMKY YMHOBHUKIB.
HaTtomicTb BiH noknas 6u ix y koHBepT Anga mictepa Obamm Ta
KPUXITHE KOJO NOMIYHUKIB A5 YATAHHS.
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In the space of a year, the CIA went from shielding prize intel with
all but four people in the White House, to telling the entire world
about it in the Washington Post. By mid-2017, “officials” were
even throwing in additional super-sensitive info to Post reporters
as a bonus, like a free set of radials (“The Washington Post is
withholding some details at the request of the U.S. government,”
was the paper’s solemn boast).

Now that Trump has announced he’s giving the hated Barr wide
latitude to declassify intelligence community information about the
origins of the Trump-Russia probe, suddenly more tales of this
top-secret source are appearing.

The New York Times ran a piece called “Potential Clash Over
Secrets Looms Between Justice Department and CIA,” which all
but announced in neon signage, WE HAVE A HUMAN SOURCE
(mole, spy) RIGHT NEXT TO PUTIN!

Citing “some officials,” the paper wrote, “The most prominent of
the C.I1.LA.’s sources of intelligence on Russia’s election
interference was a person close to Mr. Putin,” adding this “person”
was “long nurtured by the C.I.LA.” and “rose to a position that
enabled the informant to provide key information.”

Then it added this paragraph:

John O. Brennan, the C.I.A. director under Mr. Obama, would
bring reports from the source directly to the White House, keeping
them out of the president’s daily intelligence briefing for fear that
the briefing document was too widely disseminated, according to
the officials. Instead, he would place them in an envelope for Mr.
Obama and a tiny circle of aides to read.
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OueBungHo, WO HoBenicTYHa nybsikayis (nepwnin absay, ) Npo
Lwmnnayvy poseigysarnbsHy iHpopmauito bpeHHaHa, Lo
HagcunaeTbes "Kyp'epoM" 3 BKasiBKOHO, L0 BOHA "HeramHo
nosepHeTbcs", byna Hacnpaegi pomaHoM, TOOTO BUragkolo.
To6T0, AKLWoO Tinbkn bpeHaH He ByB Kyp’epoM, i BiH HeramHo
noeepTaB LiHHY iHbopMaLito cobi.

Kpim TOro, us HoBa icTopist Times Moxe noMunuTucs. Tak um
iHaKwe, icTopia 6earny3ga. AKWOo ue MKEPENo iCHyE, SIKOH
MOXINBOIO MeTOI MoxHa 6yno 6 po3snosictn New York Times Tak
Oarato getanewn npo uto "ocoby"? XTO cKapXUTbCA Ha 3arpo3y
"mKepenam Ta Metogam", po3kpmBaroum "mrepena Ta metogu"?

PosBigyBanbHe cniBTOBapUCTBO - NiCNA ABOX COMigHUX
pecsatunitb PR-kaTtacTtpod, 3 11 Bepechs B Ipak go Aby-Ipiab go
liT™mo, - Bigbmnocsa B ovax rpomaacbkocTi 3 2016 poKy, MancTepHO
nepekomMnoHyBaBLUK cebe sk crnyxby Ha nepeoBuMX MiHIAX aHTK-
Tpamncebkoro onopy .

HagiTb BOanocs nepeTBopuUTY BUHaXig TepMiHa "rmmbokuin ctan"
Ha CBOK KOPWUCTb, OCKIfbKN MOro Mefia-apy3i BUKOPUCTOBYOTb
noro ons Toro, wob Oyab-sike 3BUHYBAYE€HHS Y PO3CIliAyBaHHi
po3cnigyBaHb, BUTOKY Ta / ab0 BTPYYaHHS Y BHYTPILLUHIO MOMITUKY
3ByYarno sik Teopis KoHcnipauii Tpymna.

Ane ui noan He € paTiBHUKaMn gemokpartil. BoHu Ti cami
HErigHKK, SKUX MW 3 MPaBOM HaBYUITUCS 3HEBaXKaTu B Pokn bylia
Ta Obamu 3a Te, Wo Gpexanu Npo BCe, Bif kKaTyBaHb 40
nepenaHHsa 0o BGMBCTBa 6e3ninoTHMKIB 40 6e3nepepBHOro
CMOCTEPEXKEHHS.
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Apparently that novelistic Post lede (first paragraph) about
Brennan’s sizzling-hot intel being sent “by courier” with
instructions that it be “returned immediately” was, in fact, a novel,
i.e. fiction. That is, unless Brennan himself was the courier and he
was immediately returning the prized information to himself.

Alternatively, this new Times story could be wrong. Either way, the
story is preposterous. If this source exists, what possible purpose
could be served in telling the New York Times so many details
about this “person”? Who complains about a threat to “sources
and methods” by revealing “sources and methods”?

The intelligence community — after two solid decades of PR
disasters, from 9/11 to Iraq to Abu Ghriab to Gitmo — has
rebounded in the public’s eye since 2016, cleverly re-packaging
itself as serving on the front lines of the anti-Trump resistance.

It's even managed to turn the invention of the term “deep state” to
its advantage, having media pals use it to make any accusation of
investigatory overreach, leaking, and/or meddling in domestic
politics sound like Trumpian conspiracy theory.

But these people are not saviors of democracy. They’re the same
scoundrels we rightfully learned to despise in the Bush and
Obama years for lying about everything from torture to rendition to
drone assassination to warrantless surveillance.
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BoHu He 3a3Hanu ny6nivyHoi NobuTTa 4ynu 3 Yacy criyxaHb
LlepkBu-LLyKM y CiIMAECATUX (SIKi TAKOX BUSIBUNN HE3AKOHHE
OOMaLLHE CNOCTEPEXEHHS ), i, CXOXe, Nepepocnn y BNEBHEHICTb Y
TOMYy, WO, LMPO BBaXat4u, L0 BOHN He 3060B'A3aHi KOHIpecy un
Binomy gomy, 6arato meHLwe ny6sikn, Oyab-sIKMX NOSICHEHD iX
noeseaiHkK. Y pokn TpamMrna BOHU BUALLMN 3a paMKN 3BUKAHHS 3
noBarok A0 XypHanicTiB. Tenep BOHM TaKOX pO3paxoByHOTb, LLO
nicnsi BUXO4yY Ha NeHCito, BOHWM MaTUMYTb FrapHY KOMMEeHcauito 3a
Te, Wob peknamyBaTu CBOE KOpUCNNBE irHA ik HOBUHM, 3
BNacHUMK NnaTgopmMamm siK y4acHUKaMn Mepexi (kypHanictu 3
NSaTHOK OYMKOH) .

Y Russiagate 3aBxan 6ynu agi ictopii. OgHa 3 HUX - NPOo iHO3eMHe
BTOPrHEHHs. IHWa - kanamyTHa cobaya kaska Npo HaMiBPO3yMHMUX
pO3BigHUKIB-PO3BIOHUKIB, SIKi pOKaMK LLENOYYTb XKypHasictam npo
CBOI repoiyHi 3ycunns woao NpunuHeHHst 3MoBW, sIKOi, MabyTb,
Hikonn He Byno.

Lla neperpita icTopia HaHecna BeNMYE3HNA NONITUMHUIA 30UTOK,
nigipeaBLLX OBIpY Y BCbOMY CBITi 40 6araTbox ameprKaHCbKMNX
YyCTaHOB, Bif, Npecu Ao NpaBOOXOPOHHMX OpraHiB. TOYHO Tak, K
30HA Monnepa 6yB HeoOXigHWM, HAM NOTPIOHO AINTN OO HU3Y
TOro, sIK CTanoc4d ue gpyre, i 3axuct "mkepen i metogis" npocto
He BMpILLYE Lie 9K NpuBia Ans uboro. MoxHa Tinbku CTiNbkM pasis
nnakaTtu BoBKa.
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They haven't suffered a public ass-whipping since the Church-
Pike hearings in the seventies (which also revealed illegal
domestic surveillance), and appear to have grown overconfident
since, genuinely believing they don’t owe congress or the White
House, much less the public, any explanations for their behavior.
In the Trump years, they’ve gone beyond becoming accustomed
to reverential treatment from reporters. They now also expect
upon retirement to be handsomely compensated to promote their
self-serving bullshit as news, with their own platforms as network
contributors (paid opinion journalists).

Russiagate has always been two stories. One is about foreign
cyber-incursion. The other is a shaggy dog tale about half-smart
intelligence goons who spent years whispering to reporters about
their heroic efforts to stop a conspiracy that apparently was never
there.

This overheated story did tremendous political damage,
undermining confidence around the world in a range of American
institutions, from the press to law enforcement. Just as the Mueller
probe was necessary, we need to get to the bottom of how that
second thing happened, and protecting “sources and methods”
just doesn’t cut it as an excuse not to anymore. You can only cry
wolf so many times.
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7. Ekcno3uuina B "lMaropbi” kupae BUKNUK

Miwonnepy, 3MI

3asiBa , mo noTeHniiHuii kiaw4a Russiagate girypa
KocrssnTun KniiluMHMK € TaBHIM aMePUKAHCbKUM
iHpopMmaTopom Moke OyTH IPOIO MIHJIMBOI icTOPIi - B
KpaiHi 3 peajibHOI0 NPeCcoIo

MeTtT Tanb6i8 yepsHs 2019 poky

[hbxoH ConoMoH 3 lMazopba LLOWHO BMIALLOB i3 TUM, LLO MOXe ByTun
iCTopi€lo, WO 3MiHIOETLCA. AKLWO iHopMaUinHi opraHisadii, Wwo
cunbHO oxonnioloTb Russiagate , npnHaiMHi He nepeBipsATL Lien
3BIT - NiATBEPAXYIOTb MOro abo CnpoCTOBYOTh - Mario NOSICHEHb,
OKpiM yrnepeoKeHOoCTi, MaTUMe CEHC.

98


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/expos-in-the-hill-challenges-mueller
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/expos-in-the-hill-challenges-mueller
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053

7. Exposé in "The Hill" challenges

Mueller, media

Claim that would-be key Russiagate figure Konstantin
Kilimnik is a longtime American informant might be a
game-changing story — in a country with a real press
corps

Matt TaibbiJun 8, 2019
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THE UNITE!

John Solomon of The Hill just came out with what could be a
narrative-changing story. If news organizations that heavily
covered Russiagate don't at least check out this report — confirm it
or refute it — few explanations other than bias will make sense.
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Y « Knto4osin dirypi, wo gonosiab Mionnepa, nos'asaHa 3
Pocieto, € mxepenom po3siaku AepxaenaptameHTy », ConomoH
cTBepaxye, Wo KoctaHTuH KiniMHik, 3aragkoBui YKpaiHCbKU
KOropT KOMMLLHLOTO KepiBHMKa kamnaHii Tpamna MNona
MaHadpopTa, 6yB «4yTnMBUM» mxepernom ansa [epxasHoro
aenaptameHTy CLUA, 10 novnHaeTbes we npuHaimHi 2013 poky,
BKNHOYAO4M "noku BiH LWe npautoBas Ha" MaHadhopT "

ConomoH onuncye 3ycTpiy KiniMHuka "Kinbka pasiB Ha TXOeHb" 3
rofIOBHUM noniTu4HMM ocpivepom noconsbctsa CLUA B Kuesi.
KinimMHKK "nepenaBaB NOBiAOMIIEHHS KepiBHMKaM YKpaiHu Ta
Hagcunas NMMCbMOBI 3BiTU aMePUKAHCLKUM YNHOBHUKaM
€MEeKTPOHHOIO NOLUTO, SKa PO3TArHynacsa Ha Tucadi cnis”, 3rigHo
3 nepernsgom gonucis ConomoHa.

JonoBiab ConomMoHa, sika BUKIMKAE 3Ha4YHi MMTaHHS LWoao
enisoay, sIKNin 4acTo Ha3MBalOTb «CepLemMy po3crigyBaHHS
Mtonnepa (i sk 0yB NpeamMeToM TUCAY HOBWUH), BUMLLOB 6
YyepBHA. CTaHOM Ha 8 YepBHS, OCb Nepenik OCHOBHUX HOBUHHMX
opraHisauin, ski nigrotysanu Noro 3BiT:

e BawuHemoHCcbKUU eK3amMeHamop

e Fox News
Lle BoHO. HixTo BinbLue Lboro He TOPKHYBCS.

ConomoH - cynepednunBa noctatb, 0COBNMBO AEMOKPaTUYHIN
ayauTopii. « Konnymbiticekut 0211510 XypHarnicmuKu » B MUHYNIOMY
3aBakaB (KpUTMKYBaB) NOro 3a Te, Lo BiH HasMBaB «Migo3pinow»
po6oToto, 0cO6NMBO 3a Te, LLO LUTOBXATW iCTOPIi «MEHLLE, HiX
OMi», SIKi NEPETBOPUNMCA Ha rpaBi (KOHCEPBATUBHI) TOYKM
poamosu. Washington Post 3pobus icTopinn 3 nocunaHHam Xinsa
LWUTaTHUX CNiBPODITHUKIB , SIKi BXXE CKapXXunucs , Wwo cnig
«Solomon gocnigXeHb» , WO 3ropHynun (BUrHyTUIA) «BMPaBO»
TakoXX BBOAUTb B OMaHy i He BUCTa4ae «KOHTEKCT» . Y
Mo8IOOMIIEHHI TAKOX LUUTYE LUTATHI CNIBPOBITHMKN , SIKi
ckapxunucs , wo ConomMoH pobnatb 3aHaaTo 6araTto TEKCTIB MiX
Jlisoto Menpgx i Mitepom Strzok ®BP.
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In “Key figure that Mueller report linked to Russia was a State
Department intel source,” Solomon asserts that Konstantin
Kilimnik, the mysterious Ukrainian cohort of former Trump
campaign manager Paul Manafort, has been a “sensitive” source
for the U.S. State department dating back to at least 2013,
including “while he was still working for Manafort.”

Solomon describes Kilimnik meeting “several times a week” with
the chief political officer of the U.S. Embassy in Kiev. Kilimnik
“relayed messages back to Ukraine’s leaders and delivered
written reports to U.S. officials via emails that stretched on for
thousands of words,” according to memos Solomon reviewed.

Solomon’s report, which raises significant questions about an
episode frequently described as the “heart” of the Mueller
investigation (and which was the subject of thousands of news
stories), came out on June 6th. As of June 8th, here’s the list of
major news organizations that have followed up on his report:

e The Washington Examiner
o Fox News

That’s it. Nobody else has touched it.

Solomon is a controversial figure, especially to Democratic
audiences. The Columbia Journalism Review has hounded
(criticized) him in the past for what it called “suspect” work,
especially for pushing “less than meets the eye” stories that turned
into right-wing (conservative) talking points. The Washington Post
has done stories citing Hill staffers who've complained that a trail
of “Solomon investigations” that veered (curved) “rightward” was
also misleading and lacking “context.” The Post likewise quoted
staffers who complained that Solomon was making too much of
texts between Lisa Page and Peter Strzok of the FBI.
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LWogo icTopii Rusgate , ConomoH, o4eBMAHO, Mae gxepena,
OCKifNlbKM BiH HEOQHOPA30BO MOLUNPIOBAB HOBUHU NPO pedi, Npo AKi
Yynu iHWi penopTepu, ane He Manu iX y NoBHOMy 06c¢s3i. BiH
MOBIAOMINSAB NPO KONMULIHBOrO GPUTAHCLKOro WNUryHa Ta
iHdopmaTtopa ®BP Kpictodepa Crina, BUCTYNnawoum nepesg
3aCTYNHUKOM NoMivHuKa aepxcekpetaps KetniH Kaseneupb nepes
Bnbopamm 2016 poky, cepeq iHWOro, BU3HaK4m, WO BiH BUCTYNaB
y 3ML.

ConomMoH Takox noeigoMumB, Lo HoTaTku KaBeneka npo Crine
oynu nepegaHi ®BP 3a Bicim gHiB oo Toro, Sk PBP Hassano Crina
OOCTOBIpHMM Y 3asBi Npo Haka3s FISA.

Byno 6 ogHe, kbW iHLWI TOProBi TOYKM CNPOCTOBYBaNMN NOro
npeteHsii woao KinimHuka, sk ue matoTb nogn 3 4eSKUMN iHLLMMK
icTopiamun. Ane uen 3BiT BUKINKaB HyNbOBWI Bigryk
HekoHcepBaTuUBHUX 3MI, He3Baxatoum Ha Te, Wwo KiniMHik BXxe
OABHO € OAHI€E0 3 HANOINbLL PO3MOBNAYMX NOCTaTEN Y BCil
apamartyprii " Pocigrent ".

Lis icTopia mae 3Ha4YeHHst 3 Kinbkox Npu4mH. Akbu KinimHuk 6yB
Takum perynapHum i Baxxnuenm mxkepenom ypsagy CLUA, ue
3aBgano 6 ygapy no aBToputeTy cneuianbHoOro pagHuka Pobepta
Mionnepa.

BigHocuHu KinimHuka 3 MaHadopTom 6ynn ogHMMM 3 HanobinbLL
3rybHux anga doHanbaa Tpamna y gonosigi Mionnepa. Ocb
MeHemKep KamnaHii Tpamna, K1 CninkyBaBcs 3 MIOAUHOD, SKY
Mtionnep 3asaBuB, LLO "OLiHIETECA", WO Mae "3B'A3KM 3 POCINCHLKO
po3Bigkor".

B ogHomy 3 HambinbL NoTnX po3ainis gonosigi Mionnepa
MaHadopT onncyetbca gk nucatu Ao KinimMHuka nicns Toro, gk
Moro Ha3Bann MeHemkepom kamnaHii Tpamna, wob 3anuTtaTu, un
“Hawi gpysi” 6aunnu (Yitanu) nosigomnexHs y 3MI npo noro Hosy
ponb.

"AbcontoTHo. KoxkHa cTaTtTs, - ckasaB KunumHuk. Ha ue
MaHadbopT Bignosis: "AK MU BUKOPUCTOBYEMOCS, LLOG cknacTtu
Lini ( BHecTn 3amiHn ) . Baymna onepauia Osga? " matoum Ha yBasi
[epunacky.

100


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/443710-state-departments-red-flag-on-steele-went-to-a-senior-fbi-man-well-before
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/443710-state-departments-red-flag-on-steele-went-to-a-senior-fbi-man-well-before

On the Russiagate story, however, Solomon clearly has sources,
as he’s repeatedly broken news about things that other reporters
have heard about, but didn’t have in full. He reported about former
British spy and FBI informant Christopher Steele speaking to
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Kathleen Kavelec before the
2016 election, among other things admitting he’d been speaking
to the media.

Solomon also reported that Kavelec’s notes about Steele had
been passed to the FBI, eight days before the FBI described
Steele as credible in a FISA warrant application.

It would be one thing if other outlets were rebutting his claims
about Kilimnik, as people have with some of this other stories. But
this report has attracted zero response from non-conservative
media, despite the fact that Kilimnik has long been one of the
most talked-about figures in the whole Russiagate drama.

This story matters for a few reasons. If Kilimnik was that regular
and important a U.S. government source, it would deal a blow to
the credibility of Special Counsel Robert Mueller.

Kilimnik’s relationship with Manafort was among the most
damaging to Donald Trump in the Mueller report. Here was
Trump’s campaign manager commiserating with a man Mueller
said was “assessed” to have “ties to Russian intelligence.”

In one of the most lurid sections of the Mueller report, Manafort is
described writing to Kilimnik after being named Trump’s campaign
manager to ask if “our friends” had seen (read) media coverage
about his new role.

“‘Absolutely. Every article,” said Kilimnik. To this, Manafort replied:
“‘How do we use to get whole (make amends). Has Ovd operation
seen?” referring to Deripaska.
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Hacnigkie 6yno 3po3ymino: ManadopTt nponoHyBaB BUKopuctaTtu
CBO€E CTaHOBWLLE B paMkax kamnaHii Tpamna, o6 "3i6patuca” si
cTpawHum 6apoHom meTanis Jepunacka. MaHadopT BBaxas, LU0
MOro posib y KaMnaHii MoXke OMOMOITU «NigTBepanTU»
[epunacka ckacye nosos, nogaHun npotn ManadopTa.

Konu MaHadhopT nisHilwe HagicnaB «BHYTPILLHI AaHi ONUTYBaHHSA»
0o KiniMHuka 3 oyMKo10, WO BiH QiNUTLCS 3 YKPATHCLKMMM
onirapxamu Ta [epunackoto, Le cnpasgi 34asanocs ayxe
3rybHO0 HOBMHOK: BUCOKOMOCTABMNEHMIN YHOBHMK TpamMna Hagae
BHYTPILLHIO iHOpMALit0 TOMY, XTO MA€E «3B’SA3KM» 3 POCIMCbKOIO
pO3BigKOH0 .

Mtonnep He npocTo onncae KiniMHMKa $SIK 3B’A30K 3 POCINCLKOO
po3Bigkoto. BiH ckasas, wWo, npautotodn B Mocksi mixk 19 i 2005
pokamu B MixkHapogHoOMy pecnybnikaHCbKOMY iHCTUTYTI - Lie
aMepUKaHCbKMA aHaNiTUMHUI LEHTP, NOB'A3aHUI 3
PecnybnikaHcbKoOl napTieto, MOro cectpa opraHisadis -
HauioHanbHWIn AeMOKPaTUYHUIA IHCTUTYT - YAHOBHUKK |R| 3aaBunu
OBP, wo noro 3BinbHUNK Yepes Te, Lo Noro " nocunaHHAa Ha
POCINCbKY pO3BiaKy Oynun HaaTo MiLLHUMK ».

[HWuMK cnoBamun, Mionnep He Tinbkn 3p06MB NOTOYHY OLHKY
wopno KinimHuka, BiH 3pobumB LLOY NPO BiACTEXEHHS Kap'epHUX
KpokiB KiniMHMKa B cepil KynbOBMX 040K, Bif NOro HapOMXKEHHS B
[HinponeTpoBckkin obnacti B 1970 poui go nogopoxi go CLIA B
1997 poui, go roro 3ycunnsg B 2014 poui 3pobutn PR-poboTy,
3axuwaroum repexisg Pocii B (BToprHeHHs) B Kpum.

Mtionnep Tpoxu BigMoBMBCS, 3a cnoBamu ConoMoHa, SIKUIM Kaxe,
wo "nepernadys" gonosigi PEP Ta [epxaBHoro genaptameHTy
npo ctatyc KinimHika gk iHpopmaTopa. BiH HaBiTb niwoB Tak
aaneko, Wwob Ha3eaTn nocagoBuiB nocornbcTBa CLUA B YKpaiHi, ki
manu cnpasy 3 KiniMH1KOM:

Ana lNepcen, 20/108HUU NoAiMuUYHUU OUPEKMOopP y KUIeCbKOMY
rnoconecmei 3 2014 no 2017 pik, 3aseus aceHmam O®BP, wo
Oep>kasHi YUHOBHUKU, 8 MOMY HuUCri suw,i mocadosui nocosibcmea
OnekcaHdp KacaHogh ma Epik LLynby, egaxaromsb KunumHuk
makum UiHHUM HadbaHHsIM, W0 80HU mpumMarsiu Uo2o iM's nosa
kabensamu Onst noboroemecs, WO 8iH MOXe rnocmasumu io
3azposy sumoku y WikiLeaks.
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The implication was clear: Manafort was offering to use his
position within the Trump campaign to “get whole” with the scary
metals baron, Deripaska. Manafort believed his role on the
campaign could help “confirm” Deripaska would drop a lawsuit he
had filed against Manafort.

When Manafort later sent “internal polling data” to Kilimnik with the
idea that it was being shared with Ukrainian oligarchs and
Deripaska, this seemed like very damaging news indeed: high-
ranking Trump official gives inside info to someone with “ties” to
Russian intelligence.

Mueller didn’t just describe Kilimnik as having ties to Russian
intelligence. He said that while working in Moscow between 19and
2005 for the International Republican Institute— that’'s an American
think-tank connected to the Republican Party, its sister
organization being the National Democratic Institute — IR officials
told the FBI he’d been fired because his “links to Russian
intelligence were too strong.”

In other words, Mueller not only made a current assessment about
Kilimnik, he made a show of retracing Kilimnik’s career steps in a
series of bullet points, from his birth in the Dnieprpetrovsk region
in 1970 to his travel to the U.S. in 1997, to his effort in 2014 to do
PR work defending Russia’s move into (invasion of) Crimea.

Mueller left out a bit, according to Solomon, who says he
“reviewed” FBI and State Department memos about Kilimnik's
status as an informant. He even went so far as to name the U.S.
embassy officials in Ukraine who dealt with Kilimnik:

Alan Purcell, the chief political officer at the Kiev embassy from
2014 to 2017, told FBI agents that State officials, including senior
embassy officials Alexander Kasanof and Eric Schultz, deemed
Kilimnik to be such a valuable asset that they kept his name out of
cables for fear he would be compromised by leaks to WikiLeaks.
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"lMepcernn onucas me, wWo e8axxae He3gu4YaliHUM pieHeM po3cydy,
sike 6yrno rnpulHAmMo 3 nogoodxxeHHsM 3 KinimHukom”, - (idembcs 8
00HOMY 3 doriumie rnpo criiebecioy ®BP, sike A nepeansdas.
"8aseuyali KepieHUK rMosaimuYHOI cekuii He Mo8oOUMbLCS 3
Oxepenamu, ane KacaHog nosidomus lNepcenna, wo KILIMNIK e
yymnueum 0xxepesiom”.

Lli ctocyHkmn Gynmn onmncaHi B "COTHAX CTOPIHOK YPSLOBMX
OOKyMeHTIB", 3a skumun ConomoH nosigomnse, wo Mionnep
"Bonogie 3 2018 poky". ®bP, nogas BiH, 3HaB yce Npo cTaTyc
KinimHika sk iHdbopmaTopa [depxaenapTameHTy Lwe 40
3aBepLUEHHA po3cnigyBaHHs Mionnepa.

Lle oauH i3 3pocTaroyoi KinbKoCTi NpuKnaaiB ntogen, ctaTyc aKkux
3a4,0KyMEHTOBaHMMM aMepUKaHCbKMMK iHpopMmaTopamm He
3ragyeTtbes y gonosigi Mionnepa, Ae BOHM 3aMiCTb LbOro
OMUCYITBLCA Nif 3aranbHUM 3aronoBKOM "POCiiCbkMi ypsa
NOCUNAETbCA Ha Ta 34IMCHIOE KOHTAKT 3 kKaMnaHieto Tpamna".

OaHuM i3 NepLumnx Takux «0cib, NoB’sisaHux 3 ypsgaom Pocii» €
®enikc CaTep, onucaHum y gonosigi Mionnepa sk «pagHuk 3
HepyxoMocTi Ha 6a3i wraTy Hbto-Mopk», skuin 38’'s3aBcsa 3 KoeHom
i3 «HOBMM 3anuTom Lwoao ByaisHMUTBa NpoekTy Mocksu Ha 6aLwuTi
Tpamnay.

Came Cartep iHiuitoe poscnigyBaHHs Ta CaTep, k1A Hanucas
KoeHy HanyacTilwe UMTOBaHI ENEeKTPOHHI NIMCTKU, Hanpuknag,
"Bagni, Haw xnon4nk moxe ctatu npeanaeHtom CLUA" ta "A
3MyLuy Bcto komanay lNyTiHa kynutn". Y 3BiTi CaTep 3aknukae
KoeHa niaTpMmyBaTn NpoOEKT X1BMM i Npo4oBXKye 00iLdaTH, WO BiH
3MOXe NPOBECTU 3yCTpidi 3 nogidbHumu o lNyTiHa Ta noro
nomivyHmkom Omutpom leckoBum.

Ane Hige y 3BiTi He po3kpuTo, Wo CaTep, Sk noBigomnse
IHmepuenm , 6yB 3apeecTpoBaHnM iHpopmaTopom PBEP 3 19
POKiB, KONW nicngd BMNaakiB pekeTy Ta Hanagy BiH nignucas yrogy
npo cnisnpauto. [JokymMeHT nignucas 3 60Ky ypsaay ManbyTHin
ronoBHun cnigynn Mionnepa EHgpo BanccemaH , e ogHa
aetanb, 9Ky, 30a€TbCs, HE BBaXalTb AUBHOIO. _
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“Purcell described what he considered an unusual level of
discretion that was taken with handling Kilimnik,” states one FBI
interview report that | reviewed. “Normally the head of the political
section would not handle sources, but Kasanof informed Purcell
that KILIMNIK was a sensitive source.”

This relationship was described in “hundreds of pages of
government documents” that Solomon reports Mueller “possessed
since 2018.” The FBI, he added, knew all about Kilimnik’s status
as a State Department informant before the conclusion of
Mueller’s investigation.

This is one of a growing number of examples of people whose
status as documented U.S. informants goes unmentioned in the
Mueller report, where they are instead described under the
general heading, “Russian government links to, and contact with,
the Trump campaign.”

One of the first such “Russian-government connected individuals”
is Felix Sater, described in Mueller’s report as a “New York based
real estate advisor” who contacted Cohen with a “new inquiry
about building a Trump Tower project in Moscow.”

It's Sater who initiates the inquiry and Sater who wrote the

most oft-quoted emails to Cohen, like “Buddy our boy can become
President of the USA” and “I will get all of Putin’s team to buy

in.” Sater in the report encourages Cohen to keep the project alive
and keeps promising he can deliver meetings with the likes of
Putin and aide Dmitry Peskov.

But nowhere in the report is it disclosed that Sater, as reported by
the Intercept, has been a registered FBI informant since 19, when
after racketeering and assault cases he signed a cooperation
agreement. The document was signed on the government side by
Mueller’s future chief investigator, Andrew Weissman, another
detail no one seems to find odd.
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AHanNoriyHo € po3ain y 3BiTi 3a y4acTio NepcoHaxa Ha iMm'a ['eHpi
OxkHaAHCbKUI (BiH e eHpi [piHGepr). OkHAHCbKUA-T piHGepr (y
HbOrO € iHLWi NCeBAOHIMKN) - MaxiHaTop, Wo 6a3yeTbcs B Masmi,
SIKUMA 3BEPHYBCA 0 KOMULWHBOro nomivyHmnka Tpamna Mankna
KanyTo B TpaBHi 2016 poKy, HIOUTO NPONOHYOYM "3HEBAXITMBY
iHdopmauito" npo lNnnapi KnintoH. Mionnep nepenivye cnpasy
"piHGepra nig 3aronoBkOM NPO "MOTEHUiNHWMI iHTepec Pocii oo
POCINCBKMX XakepCbknx maTepianis”.

BiH 3anuwae yacTtuHy, ge 6yab-akun igiot i3 06nikoBUM 3anncom
PACER moxe 3gicH1TM 06LWyK v piHGEep3i Ta 3HanTH HU3KY
CYAOBMWX AOKYMEHTIB, Y SKNX TBEPIXKEHHSA NPO 3aapeLuToBaHy
dirypy TBepauTh: «A cnisnpautosas 3 PBP 17 pokis, 4acTo
CTaBNsYM 4O XUTTA Hebesneky . "

3BMYANHO, KOXXEH CMINMBUI MOXe NpeTeHayBaTu Ha Te, Lo BiH €
iHdopmaTopom PBEP, Hamaratoumck 3anobirtTn Aenopradii. Ane B
LbOMY BMMAAKY, HAMaratuncb JOBECTHU, L0 BiH HAcnpaegi €
ypsagosum pagHukoM, [piH6epr nogae ®BP 3anut Ha ceobony
iHdopmalii npo cebe - i PaKkTMYHO OTpUMaB AOKYMeHTaLito!

Cyaosi 3anncu KanidopHii ceiguatb, wo OkHAHCbKMIA / ['piHGepr
oTpumas Big ypsay CLUA mix 2008 i 2012 pokamm Bi3un Ha
«YMOBHO-MNI3HIO KOPUCTb AN FPOMaACbKOT KOPUCTI» Pi3HOT
TpuBanocTi. [JOkyMeHTU HaBiTb NepenivytoTb iM’'a Ta HOMEp Noro
cniBpobiTHuKa cnpasun OBP.

Hesgaya Mionnepa sussutu 38’a3kn ypsagy CLUA 3 piH6eprom un
Cartepom BusiBMnacs nigo3pinoto (€ 1 iHWi ronosHi nogpanvHx
YNyLEeHHS), ane SKWwo Uboro He 3pobuTu y Bunaaky 3 KiniMHukom,
ue 6yae HenpuemHo. Baaemogis MaHadopTta 3 KinimHukom 6yna
onucaHa cyaneto Emi bepmaH [xkekcoH sk " 6e3nepeyHe aopo
po3cnigyBaHHs YnpaeniHHSA CreLianbHOro 3axmucHuka" .

Barato 6yno 3pobneHo 3 Toro akty, wo KinimHuk y cepnHi 2016
poky BigBigas bawTy Tpamna, wob npeacTtaBuTK NnaH BUPILLEHHS
POCINCLKO-YKPaIHCbKOrO KOHQMIKTY:
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Similarly there is a section in the report involving a character
named Henry Oknyansky (a.k.a. Henry Greenberg). Oknyansky-
Greenberg (he has other aliases) is a Miami-based hustler who
approached former Trump aide Michael Caputo in May of 2016,
ostensibly offering “derogatory information” on Hillary Clinton.
Mueller lists the Greenberg case under a header about “potential
Russian interest in Russian hacked materials.”

He leaves out the part where any idiot with a PACER account
can run a search on Greenberg and find the series of court
documents in which the oft-arrested figure claims, “I cooperated
with the FBI for 17 years, often put my life in danger.”

Of course, anyone bold enough might claim to be an FBI
informant in an effort to stave off deportation. But in this case, in
an effort to prove to he was in fact a government tipster,
Greenberg submitted a Freedom of Information Request to the
FBI about himself — and actually got the documentation!

California court records show Oknyansky/Greenberg received a
series of “significant public benefit” parole visas of varying lengths
from the U.S. government between 2008 and 2012. The
documents even list the name and phone number of his FBI case
officer.

Mueller’s failure to identify the U.S. government links to either
Greenberg or Sater was suspicious (there are other head-
scratching omissions as well), but failing to do so in the case of
Kilimnik would be mind-boggling. Manafort’s interactions with
Kilimnik were described by Judge Amy Berman Jackson as the
“undisputed core of the Office of Special Counsel’s investigation.”

Much was made of the fact that Kilimnik visited the Trump Tower
in August of 2016 to present a plan for resolving the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict:
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KinimHik nonpocue 3ycmpidy ocobucmo cknacmu MUpHul rnaH o5
YkpaiHu, skulti MaHaghopm susHas, wo CneuianbHa ad8oKkamcbKa
KoHmopa - ue "3sopommruli” criocié Pocii KoHmponogamu
YacmuHy cxiOHoi YkpaiHu, obudsa 4os108iKu egaxkarsiu, Wo rnaH
sumazamume 3200u Tpamna Ha ycriix.

OpHak y gonosigi ConomoHa BkasyeTbced, Wwo KiniMHik gBivi 13ams
0o CLA y 2016 poui, wob 3ycTpitncsa 3 gepxaBHUMM
YMHOBHMKaMW, i NepenaB TOM XKe « MUPHUI NNaH» YUHOBHMKAM
agMiHicTpauii O6amu. KinimHik, cxoxe, ob6roBoptoBas nnaH y
BawwnHITOHI 3 KONULWHIM nocagoBueM noconbctea OnekcaHapom
KacaHodom, skuii 3 Tux nip 6yB nepeBedeHnn Ha BULLY OEPXKaBHY
nocagy - nig vyac obigy 5 tpaBHa 2016 poky.

He Te, wo korock 6araTto xBuntoe, ane KinimHuk cepamto
3anepeyvyBaB XapakTepPUCTUKY MOro SK LWNUryHa. Ak nuwe
ConomoH:

YuHosHuku [epxasHozo OenapmameHmy, ®BP, Minicmepcmea
rocmuuii ma Mronnepa He 8i0nosinu Ha 3anumu rpo KoOMeHmapi.
KiniMHuUK He 8idrnosie Ha efleKmpoHHUU fiucm, KUl wykas
KOMeHmapis, asie 8 esIeKmpoHHOMY fiUCMI, SKUU MUHYI020 Micsusi
Hanucae The Washington Post, eiH 3acyHys "cknadeHy
po3anoeidb" Mionnepa npo Heo20. "5 He Maro 38'3Ki8 3
pociticbkoto abo, 3 Ub020 fpusody, 3 byOb-KOK P0O38idy8asiIbHO
orniepaujero”, - Harucas 8iH.

Kaska "MaHadcopT-KiniMHKK" - Le npUHUMNOBO iHLWA HOBMHHA
icTopis, saKkwo KiniMHuK € Binbllie amepukaHCbKMM HagbaHHAM, HiX
POCINCbKMM.

Axwo KinimHKK perynapHo gonosigas [JepxaBHoOMY
aenaptameHTy 0o 2016 poky, SKWo MOro MMpHUIM nNnaH He ByB
AypHuM 3ycunnsam Tpamna-MaHadopTa, wob po3dutn YkpaiHy,
akwo KiniMHuk 6yB KMMOCb, KOro MoxHa 6yno 6 "posnanutn” nig
Yyac pocincbkoro BToprHeHHs B Kpum ", sik CONoMOH kake
BucHoBOK ®BP, Toai Bcs ua yactmHa ictopii " Pocrent " Byna
dapcom.

104


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012

Kilimnik requested the meeting to deliver in person a peace plan
for Ukraine that Manafort acknowledged to the Special Counsel’s
Office was a ‘backdoor’ way for Russia to control part of eastern
Ukraine; both men believed the plan would require Trump assent
to succeed.

But Solomon’s report indicates Kilimnik traveled to the U.S. twice
in 2016 to meet with State officials, and delivered the same
“peace plan” to Obama administration officials. Kilimnik appeared
to have discussed the plan in Washington with former embassy
official Alexander Kasanof — who’d since been promoted to a
senior State position — at a dinner on May 5, 2016.

Not that anyone much cares, but Kilimnik has angrily denied the
characterization of him as a spy. As Solomon writes:

Officials for the State Department, the FBI, the Justice Department
and Mueller’s office did not respond to requests for comment.
Kilimnik did not respond to an email seeking comment but, in an
email last month to The Washington Post, he slammed the
Mueller report’s “made-up narrative” about him. “I have no ties to
Russian or, for that matter, any intelligence operation,” he wrote.

The Manafort-Kilimnik tale is a fundamentally different news story
if Kilimnik is more of an American asset than a Russian one.

If Kilimnik was giving regular reports to the State Department
through 2016, if his peace plan was not a diabolical Trump-
Manafort backdoor effort to carve up Ukraine, if Kilimnik was
someone who could be “flabbergasted at the Russian invasion of
Crimea,” as Solomon says the FBI concluded, then this entire part
of the Russiagate story has been farce.
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Lle cTtaHe GinbLL HEO4HO3HAYHOM iICTOpIEID, Aka pobunacsa ons
TOro, Wob BurnaaaTv AnsABONbCbKUM Yepe3 yMOBUBOAM Ta
ynyLleHHs. Xo4a e moxe He no3basutu Nona MaHadopTa
B6pexaTn UM gymaTtu, WO BiH YAHUTb LLOCb HE TakK, Lie MOXe
3MIHUTW CKNadHICTb OaKTUYHOI PO3NOBILi, K MU MOBMHHI PO3yMIiTH
icTopiItO.

«MeHepxep kamnaHii Tpamna gae gaHi Npo onuTyBaHHS
aasHboMmy iHdopmaTtopy ypsaay CLUA» He mae Takoro X ygapy, sik
« MaHadhopT NponoHye, Lo BiH AaB Nigo3ptoBaHi AaHi POCINCHKMX
wnuryHis 3a 2016 piky», SK Lie CTBEPAXKYE YacTo
rmnepBeHTUNALIMHUI Daily Beast .

Yac Tomy Hasag The Times BUCBITMAOBaB YaCTUHY LIbOro
NiarpyHTs B iCTOPIl, IKa MeHi Hagae OOBipy A0 AYMKK, wo [Tazopb
i " Tatimc" pnBnnuca Ha Ti cami 4okymeHTu KinimHuka.

" Talmc" , aknin cTaB HagIHUM MicLeM AN WaaHoro
pO3KpYy4YyBaHHSA HEBLOB3i BUNYLLEHOT AMCNO3UTUBHOI iHpopMaLil
Npo Teopito 3MOBM, Y NOTOMY Hanucas Aosry Temy npo KiniMHuka:
" POCICbKUI LLUNUIYH YX NONITUYHUIA onepaTUBHUIA LUNUIYH?"
EHirmaTnyHa dirypa B ocHoOBI po3cnigyBaHHa Mionnepa " .

Llen TBip, 3acHOBaHWi Ha "AecaTkax iHTepB'to, NnofaHb 4O cyay Ta
iHLWKX goKymeHTiB", onucyear KinimHuka sik "onepartopa, gakui
nerko nepemilaBcs MK pOCINCbKUMU, YKpaITHCbKUMU Ta
aMepUKaHCbKMMM MeLeHaTaMu, rpaoym OAMH 3a OOHNM,
3anuwaym npu ubomy 6e3niyv KoOHMMIKTHUX Nigo3p. "

The Times gopas:

AmepukaHcbkum Ouriiomamam y BawuHamoHi ma Kuesi
[KinimHUK] exxe malixxke Oecamunimms € 8i00OMUM repCOHaXXeM,
possusaroyu periymauito bpokepa YiHHOI iHgbopmauii ...
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It would become a more ambiguous story that was made to look
diabolical through inference and omission. Though it might not
absolve Paul Manafort of lying or thinking he was doing something
wrong, it could change the complexion of the actual narrative, how
we should understand the story.

“Trump campaign manager gives polling data to longtime U.S.
government informant” doesn’t have the same punch as “Manafort
Suggests He Gave Suspected Russian Spy 2016 Polling Data,” as
the oft-hyperventilating Daily Beast put it.

The Times did cover some of this ground a while ago, in a story
that to me lends credence to the idea that the Hill and
the Times were looking at the same Kilimnik documents.

The Times, which has become a dependable venue for the gentle
spinning of soon-to-be-released dispositive information about the
collusion theory, wrote a long feature on Kilimnik in February:
“Russian Spy or Hustling Political Operative? The Enigmatic
Figure at the Heart of Mueller’s Inquiry.”

That piece, based on “dozens of interviews, court filings and other
documents,” described Kilimnik as an “operator who moved easily
between Russian, Ukrainian and American patrons, playing one
off the other while leaving a jumble of conflicting suspicions in his
wake.”

The Times added:

To American diplomats in Washington and Kiev, [Kilimnik] has
been a well-known character for nearly a decade, developing a
reputation as a broker of valuable information...
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Y raseti 3a3Ha4danocs, wo KinimHuk "BinbHo" i3auB go CLUA i,
3gaBanocs, nocunaecs Ha 06ig 3 KacaHodom, 3a3HaumBLK, O
KinimHuk "y TpaBHi 2016 poky 3ycTpiBcs 3 BULLUMKU NOCaS0BUMUA
ocobamu [lepxaBHOro genaprameHTy 3a Hanosimu B Gapi Off
Record".

JInwe B ocTaHHix ABOX ab3auax BOHW AINLINM OO CYTi, LUTYOUM
KanyTo:

LJo6 nidkpinumu yro crnipasy, adeokamu rnaHa MaHaghopma
npocunu i ompumysanu 3anucu eid ypsidy, 8 SKUX 8UGHO, WO naH
KinimMHuk cniinkysascs 3 nocadosysiMu 8 aMepuUKaHCLKOMY
rnoconscmei e Kuesi.

"Akwo 8iH 6y8 akmugoM PocilicbKoi p0o38iOKU, MO rpedcmasHUKU
LepxxasHo2o OenapmameHmy, sKi 3ycmpidanucs 3 HUM
rnpomsicom 6azamboX POKie, NosuHHi 6ymu nid cridcmeom”, -
cka3as rnaH Kariymo.

Hi nanna! OgHe, akwo KinimHuk 6yB NpocTo YeproBmm
racTponepom, K1 pyxaBcs Tyau-clogm Mk 3axigHumm ta
POCINCBbKMMK OpBiTamn, TOPrytoumn cnony4eHHsIMmM obox cTopiH. Y
Mockgi 6yno 6e3niy Takux gisdie, 0cobMBO NOYNHAKYN 3
AeB'aHoCcTux pokis, konu KinimHuk noyas npautosat B IRI.

Ane iHwa cnpasa, akwo KiniMHUK 3ycTpidaBca Kinbka pasiB Ha
TWXOEHDb 3 NMPeACTaBHUKAMN aMePUKAHCLKOro MOCONbCTRA i
perynsipHO HagaBaB TUCAYI po3BigyBanbHUX chniB. Hemae
cueHapito, konu KiniMHUK Hacnpaegi € POCINCHLKMM LLMUTYHOM, i
Takul 3anuc He NMoraHo BigoOpaXkaeTbCs HA TOMY, XTO PErynsipHoO
3aBaHTaxxyBaB Ta 0OMiHIOBaBCH iHOpMaLIED 3 aMeEPUKAHCBKOI
CTOPOHM.

€ ABi Benuki MmoxnueocTi: abo gonosigs ConoMoHa Kocb
NOMUNAETLCS, | XapakTep BigHOCUH KiniMHika 3 ypsagom
CnonyyeHux LLTaTiB HenpaBunbHO npeacraeneHni, abo BiH
npaeum, i ua kaska B «cepui» 3oHaa Mionnepa 6yna nepekpyveHa
B EBepecT (BennyesHa ropa) OMaHIMBUX HOBUH.
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The paper noted that Kilimnik traveled “freely” to the U.S. and
appeared to reference the dinner with Kasanof, noting Kilimnik “in
May 2016 met senior State Department officials for drinks at the
Off the Record bar.”

Only in the last two paragraphs did they get to the point, quoting
Caputo:

To buttress this case, Mr. Manafort’s lawyers requested and
received records from the government showing that Mr. Kilimnik
communicated with officials at the American Embassy in Kiev.

“If he was a Russian intelligence asset, then the State Department
officials who met with him over the years should be under
investigation,” Mr. Caputo said.

No shit! It's one thing if Kilimnik was just another hustler who
moved back and forth between Western and Russian orbits,
trading on connections on both sides. There were countless such
figures in Moscow, especially dating back to the nineties, when
Kilimnik began working for the IRI.

But it’s a different matter if Kilimnik was meeting multiple times a
week with American embassy officials and providing thousands of
words of intel on a regular basis. There’s no scenario where
Kilimnik is actually a Russian spy and that kind of record doesn’t
reflect badly on whoever was regularly downloading and sharing
his intelligence on the American side.

There are two big possibilities: either Solomon’s report is wrong
somehow, and the nature of Kilimnik’s relationship with the United
States government has been misrepresented, or he’s right and
this tale at the “heart” of the Mueller probe has been over-spun in
an Everest (huge mountain) of misleading news reports.
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Y Oyab-sikoMy BMNagKy ue noTpioHo BuBumMtn. OgHak, 30aeTbes,
LLO HIXTO i3 3BUYHUX MiQ0O3pOBaHNX HE 3aLikaBreHUn, siK TiNbKK
npeca BigmoBuMnacs cnyckaTucs Ha Itanito B nowykax Hibuto
HyNbOBOro nauieHta PocisrenTta , ManbTincbkoro npodecopa
Ibxoseda Midcyna (sKkoro, sik KaxKyTb, 3abunm B pUMCbKin
KBapTUpi NpOTSAroM ceMn MicauiB nicnsa po3beLueHHs1 0oXeBinns
Pocigrenta nepeq Tum, SIK NiTK Ha 3eMnto).

MSNBC cnanuna HesnivyeHHy KifbKiCTb roAuH, WO HaB'a3nmBi
ctocyHkn MaHadopT-KiniMHUK. Bu MoxxeTe 3HanTh Kasky, siky
obrosoptoBanu ad nauseum TyT , TYT , TYT, TyT , i B 6aratbox
iHWKX Micuax, konu KiniMHKK y npaMomy edipi onnucysascs B
eqoipi 9K " pOCINCBHKUIN akTUB ", "3B’A30K 3 POCIMCBHKOIK PO3BIAKOK",
KW HaBIiTb NOXBaNUBCS TUM, IO BiH BUBYMB CBOK aHIMINCLKY Bif
POCINCBKUX LUMUIYHIB.

CNN Takox 3pobuna 3BiT NPo XNONusa Ha MifbWOH: AMBITLCA TYT ,
TYT, YT, TYT i TyT . [leskKi 3BiTM roBOpATb NPO Te, WO noBeiHka
MaHadbopTa "HaTsakae" Ha 3MOBY, B Tor Yac gk Kpic Yuniua
3asBMB, LLIO MOro 3ycTpidi 3 "onepaTnBHO Nos'a3aHuMM 3 Pociero”
Oynn " gyxe BenvKow cnpaBoto . [[onosHMM rorioea bBrosiatop
(HagmipHO NpomaiHyB) xenk Tannep 3aMUCANBCS, YK LS iCTOpIs
He O6yna « ['pa, BCTAHOBMAEHHS, MaTy » AN CNpasu Npo 3mMoBY.
LLlopasy, konu gemokpat roBopu1B nNpo Te, gK "NpurorioMwnmsmm” i
"npoknaTum" ctana HoBMHa npo Te, wo MaHadopT aas
onuTtyBaHHA KiniMHuKa, XypHarnictu NoBTOPWUNU Ui TBEPIXKEHHA B
HaNKOPOTLLI TEPMIHMW.

A mir 6u niTm Bropy i BHM3 Mo niHii 3 Taumc , B Washington Post , i
HLLIWX TOpProBuX Toukax ApyKy. KoxxHa Bernvka opraHisauis HOBUH,
ska BucBiTnoBana Russiagate , BuceiTnoBana nekno (HagmipHo)
Npo L YacTuHY icTopii. Are B MOMEHT, KONn € Npono3uuig, €
IHLUWIA KyT: UBIDKYHU (muLua) .
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Either way, it has to be looked into. It appears, though, that no one
among the usual suspects is interested, just as the press declined
to descend upon ltaly in search of the ostensible Patient Zero of
Russiagate, Maltese professor Joseph Mifsud (who was said to be
shacked up in a Rome apartment for seven months after the
Russiagate insanity broke before going to ground).

MSNBC burned up countless hours obsessing over the Manafort-
Kilimnik relationship. You can find the tale discussed ad
nauseum here, here, here, here, and in many other places, with
Kilimnik routinely described on air as a “Russian asset” with “ties
to Russian intelligence,” who even bragged that he learned his
English from Russian spies.

CNN has likewise done a gazillion reports on the guy: see here,
here, here, here, and here. Some reports said Manafort’'s conduct
“hints” at collusion, while Chris Cilizza said his meetings with a
“Russian-linked operative” were a “very big deal.” Bloviator-in-
chief (bloviate excessively) Jake Tapper wondered if this story
was “Game, Set, Match” for the collusion case. Anytime a
Democrat spoke about how “stunning” and “damning” was the
news that Manafort gave Kilimnik poll numbers,

reporters repeated those assertions in a snap.

| could go up and down the line with the Times,the Washington
Post, and other print outlets. Every major news organization that
covered Russiagate has covered the hell (reported excessively)
out of this part of the story. But the instant there’s a suggestion
there’s another angle: crickets (silence).
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Russiagate WBKOKo NepeTBOPIOETLCA HA NOCTXKYPHANICTUYHNIA
deHOMeH HOBUH. Mu xmBeMo B iH(bopMaLitHOMy naHawwagTi
HaCTINbKM PO3OBOEHNM, LLIO MeAiakoMMaHil He BUCBITNIOOTb
HOBWHW, TOMY LLLO BOHN MOXYTb 4OTPUMYBATMCH PO3MOBIAEN.
KiniMHUK, Skun € wraTHUM iHdbopmaTopom [ep>kaBHoOro
aenaptameHTy, nepetuHae cxsarneHy MSNBC niHito, LWo BiH €
POCIMCBKMM BUPI30M, SKAA HAMaraBCsl BUKOpPUCTaTU MeEHeLKepa
kamnaHii JoHanbga Tpamna. Takum YnHOM, BiH OyKBanbHO HE Mae
YKOAHOI LiHHOCTI Ansa 6araTbox KOMMaHil, HaBiTb SKLLO Le,
0O4YeBMAHO, HOBMHA, AKa TpaguuirHa 3a TpaguuifiHOK Mipolo.

Mix iHwwnm, npasguenin 3BiT ConomMmoHa He 000B'A3KOBO
Bunpasaae Hi KunumHuka, Hi MaHadopTa. Lle moxe npocTto
O3HayaTW YCKNagHEeHHs KapTuHUW, a TakoX HE3PYYHI NUTaHHA 4o
PoGepTta Mionnepa Ta nocagoBuiB NOCONbCTBA, sIKi Manu crpasy
3 KinimHukom. Ocb Lo Take gmBHo. Mu ginwnm go Toro, Wwo
peaakTopu HOBMH Ta npoarocepu Ginblue CXOXi Ha peaakTopis
Oe3nepepBHOCTI inbMIB - TypOYyOTECA NPO 36epeXeHHA
nitepaTypHOI NOCNIAOBHOCTI B BUCBITNEHHI, HiXK HA BUPILLEHHS
NUTaHb, LLLO 3aCNyroByOTb Ha yBary, siki MOXYTb NepeHecTn Hac y
Cipi panoHu.

Hawa npeca cmokye. ICHY0Tb QUKTaTypu TPeTboro CBiTy, Ae
raseTu HamarawTbes Binblue (ceprnosHile), HX TyT. My 3BUknu
NPUHANMHI NpUKMaaTmcs, Wob NPpUKpUTM OCHOBU. Tenep mMu
Xaprt.
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Russiagate is fast becoming a post-journalistic news
phenomenon. We live in an information landscape so bifurcated,
media companies don’t cover news, because they can stick with
narratives. Kilimnik being a regular State Department informant
crosses the MSNBC-approved line that he’s a Russian cutout who
tried to leverage Donald Trump’s campaign manager. So it literally
has no news value to many companies, even if it's clearly a
newsworthy item according to traditional measure.

Incidentally, Solomon’s report being true wouldn’t necessarily
exonerate either Kilimnik or Manafort. It may just mean a
complication of the picture, along with uncomfortable questions for
Robert Muller and embassy officials who dealt with Kilimnik.
That's what’s so maddening. We've gotten to the point where
news editors and producers are more like film continuity editors —
worried about maintaining literary consistency in coverage — than
addressing newsworthy developments that might move us into
gray areas.

Our press sucks. There are third-world dictatorships where

newspapers try harder (are more serious) than they do here. We
used to at least pretend to cover the bases. Now, we’re a joke.
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8. Jlackaso npocumo Ao " 3a HOBUHaAMM

(AK CTBOpPIOOTHLCHA HOBUHMU) "

Ipumitka nis yntaviB Substack ...

MetT Tanbbi 21 yepsHa 2019 poky

BTN

BEHIND THE NEWS

Mo-nepwe, npo Untitledgate . A He BiamoBmBCA Big uboro. Lle
NPOCTO CKNagHille, HiX S oYikyBaB, i y dopmari, e MeHi
perynspHoO [OBOAUTLCS BUMYCKATU AKUNCb KOHTEHT, KU NNatuTb
nepegnnaTHUKam, 9 BigyyBato, LLO He MOXY NPOCTO NONPOCUTU
BCiX NPOJOBXYBaTW YeKaTn BENMKOro PO3KpUTTSA. TOX A
eKCNepuMeHTyBaB i3 YUMOCb HOBMM, LLIO NOTPIGHO 3pobuTn y
NPOMIXKKM MiX Yacom.
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8. Welcome to 'Behind the News (how

news is produced)’

Note to Substack readers...

Matt Taibbi Jun 21, 2019

BTN

BEHIND THE NEWS

First, about Untitledgate. | haven’t given up on it. It's just been
harder going than | expected, and in a format where | regularly
have to release some kind of content to paying subscribers, | feel |
can’t just ask everyone to keep waiting for the big reveal. So I've
been experimenting with something new to do in the in-between
times.
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Pokn Tomy, konu s1 BnepLue noyas BMCBITNIOBATU KaMnaHii, s
po3BKHYB X06i. A xoauB 61 3a Mexi CBOro rotenbHOro Homepa B
Oyab-aKOMy MiCTi, B skoMy 51 6yB, B35iB 61 6e3KOLITOBHMI nanip,
SIKU BOHW 3anuwnnu 3a geepuma (4acto USA Today ), a notim
cnpobyto NOMITUTK CTiNbKK BS Ha nepLuin CTopiHu,i, ik 1 Mir 6u 3a
XBUITMHY , BUKOPUCTOBYIOYM YEPBOHWUI MapKep.

OcobnmBeo, KonmM MoBa 3aKLsia NPo BUCBITIEHHS], NOB’A3aHe 3
KamnaHissMuy, pigko 6yrno BaXkKO 3aKiHUMTU Liny YepBOHY
MapKOBaHy rorfioBHy CTOPIHKY MEHLLE HiK 3a XBUNUHY. " Hbro-Mopk
Talimc" - ue HaNCMILLHILLWI JOKYMEHT, SKUA MOXHa
BMKOPUCTOBYBATU AS1S1 L€l BNpaBMu.

A nymaB 3pobutn Wwock nogibHe B LboMy nepeaBubopHoOMYy
Ce30Hi, Nn1uwe pobus 6u Le Yy Bigeo-opmi, 3HIMaKuUN TakoX
LUMaTOYKM TENEBI3INHOIO MNOKPUTTH, NOKa3youM Yntadyam, ge
NpuXoBaHi MaHinynauii Ta xutpoui. lgea nonsrana 6 y Tomy, w06
BiATBOPUTU Oesiki TeMy koMnaHii Hate Inc. , ane 3pobuTtu ue 3a
[OMOMOroK NOTOYHOrO NMONITUYHOrO BUCBITIIEHHS.

Tox y cniBnpaui 3 WEMU , oyxe KpyTol MiCLLEeBOH
pagiocTaHuieto B [xepci-CiTi, M1 posirpyemMocs i3 Bepcieto megia-
KpuTukn Mystery Science Theatre , sy My HasuBaemo Behind The
News. NnaH nongarae B Tomy, W06 nigpobuTtn BCi ckaHu (
CKaHyBaHHS TEKCTY BHM3Y eKpaHy) , XpUOHW (TEKCT nig
TENEeBI3INHUM 300paXKeHHAM) , CKPUHBbKM Ta Haknagku, wob
3ipBaTu cy4acHe BUCBITIIEHHS HOBUWH - KabenbHuin hopmaTt
3rn04mHy y dhopmarti kabento.

OyeBnAaHO, WO MK BCe e NpauloeMo Hag nepesaraMmm 3 TOYKK
30pYy TOro, L0 NpaLtoe, a WO Hi, CKiSTbKM CTOPOHHIX peyen, wob
3abutnca Ha ekpaHu (MM Hamaraemoch nigpobuTu Len edekT, a
He MOBTOPUTK), | 4i3HAEMOCS, SIK MW MOXXEMO BMKOPUCTOBYBATH
BCe rpadpiyHui Aya-TaT y Takni Cnocit, KM CMILLHILLWIA, HIXK
apaTisnveui, TOBTO camocBigomMo abcypaHuin. My TakoX NOBUHHI
npauroBaTh Yepes MO KPYTy KPUBY HaBYaHHS SIK YMTaya HOBUH.
Arne gaKwo ue cnpautoe, M1 NOBUHHI MaT MOXINUBICTb BUKNACTU
LikaBWI KOHTEHT NpO Te, AK Npawutoe BUCBITNEHHS BUBOPIB,
30KpeMa, NPOTAroM Ce30Hy nepenBmMbopyoi KamnaHi.
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Years ago, when | first started covering campaigns, | developed a
hobby. | would walk outside my hotel room in whatever city | was
in, pick up the complimentary paper they left outside the door
(often a USA Today), and then try to spot as much BS on the front
page as | could in under a minute, using a red marker.

Especially when it came to campaign-related coverage, it was
rarely hard to end up with a whole red-marked front page in less
than a minute. The New York Times is the most amusing paper to
use for this exercise.

| thought about doing something similar this campaign season,
only I'd do it in video form, taking bits of TV coverage as well,
showing readers where the hidden manipulations and tricks are.
The idea would be to play off some of the themes of Hate Inc., but
do it using current political coverage.

So in cooperation with WEMU, the very cool local radio station in
Jersey City, we're playing around with a Mystery Science Theater
version of media crit, which we’re calling Behind The News. The
plan is to spoof all the crawls (text crawling on the bottom of a
screen), chryons (text below a TV image), boxes and overlays to
rip on modern news coverage — cable format on cable format
crime.

Obviously we’re still working out the kinks in terms of what works
and what doesn’t, how much extraneous stuff to cram in the
screens (we're trying to spoof that effect, not replicate), and learn
how we can use all the graphic doo-dads in a way that’s more
funny than annoying, i.e. self-consciously absurd. We also have to
work through my steep learning curve as a newsreader. But if it
works, we should be able to produce interesting content about
how election coverage in particular works through the campaign
season.
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Llen nepLumin BHECOK Mae Bigeo-po3'aACHIOBaY, WO 3aCTpsr y
GinbLIOMY Hapwci, skui Byge 3BM4anHUM oopmaTtom. Tema
nonsarae B TOMy, SIK kabenbHi CTaHLUii (i ra3eTn) MOHETU3yI0Tb
aBue Tpamna TOYHO Tak camo, ik BOHM 3poBunn Ha MUHYmnx
Bnbopax, HaBiTb SKLLO BOHN pOOnsTL BUMNSAS, WO « BUKINKAOTh
(ineHTndikyoTs rpixu) » Tpamna. Ix Hemae - ue npocTo 6isHec, sk
3a3Bu4ain, ane BoHuM 6arato nNpautooTb Hag TUM, Woo
3amMacKyBaTW, LLIO BOHW BUPILLUWIIN.

Y 6yab-akomy Bunagky, 6yab nacka, OyabTte 3i MHOK, OCKINbKM MU
npauemMo Hag TuMm, Wwob Bce ue Burnagano binbw rnagko B
HaCTYyNHMX NapTiax.

Ckopilue GinbLue.
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This first installment has an explainer video stuck into a larger
essay, which will be the usual format. The subject is how cable
stations (and newspapers) are monetizing the Trump
phenomenon in exactly the same way they did last election, even
as they pretend to be “calling out (identifying sins by)” Trump.
They’re not — it’s just business as usual, but they do work hard to
disguise what they’re up to.

In any case, please bear with me as we work to make this all look
smoother in subsequent installments.

More to come soon.
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9. MNam'araete Mminbapau 6€3KOLLITOBHOIO

nokKpmrtTa, AKi floHansa Tpamn oTpuMmaB Ha

ocTaHHiIX Bubopax? BiH 3HOBY OTPMMYE L

JERSEY CITY

BIN

BEHIND THE NEWS
b 4

CAMPAIGN 2020: FF 52 (342 )R T |
HEADLINE: YOU WON'T HAVE TIME TO DIGEST THIS HEADLINE

MSNBC ra inmi B:ke moka3yrwTh, 110 B 2020 poui BoHu
3apo0asaTe rpomi Tpamna, po0Jsiuu BUIJISA, 110
BHCTYNAKOTh NPOTH HHOTO

MeTtT Tanb6i22 yepsHs 2019 poky

YacTto umToBaHui nokasHuk cknas $ 2 mnpa , ane BiH nigHaBCcsa A0
$ 5 mnpa no kiHus 2016 poky BUGOpIB, B 3aneXHOCTi Bia
npoHautensHoctn B 3MI npo skui nge mosa.
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9. Remember the billions of free coverage

Donald Trump got last election? He's

getting it again

JERSEY CITY
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MSNBC and others are already showing that in 2020,
they’ll make money off Trump while pretending to
advocate against him

Matt TaibbiJun 22, 2019

The oft-quoted figure was $2 billion, but it went up to $5 billion by
the end of the 2016 election, depending upon the shrillness of the
media outlet in question.
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Lli minbapam - ckinbkun «BinbHUX Megia» [oHanea Tpamn HiGuTo
OTPUMaB BiJ roflo4HOro PENTUHrY (rofioAHOro Ang rnagadis)
iHdopmaUuinHoro 6roneTeHsa Ha NoYaTKy OCTAHHLOI
npe3ngeHTCbKoi BUOOpYOI KamnaHii.

Mopspg 3 Pocieto, [xenmcom Komi Ta Bikiniakcom, ue aBuLe
perynspHo BKasyBarocsi Ha BUOOPUMX MOCMEPTSX IK OCHOBHY
npuymHy Bnbopie Tpamna. OgHieto 3 nogen, sika ckapxxunacs
Hanryyriwe, 6yna Xinnapi KniHToH y il npuronomLinmsin
KHWXXKOBIM pobOoTi 3 BiAMOBO nig, Ha3eotw " Ljo cmanocs” . BoHa
nucana:

IxHa peanbHa npobrema nonsrae B TOMy, LLO BOHW HE MOXYTb
3iTKHYTUCSA 3i CBOEID BNACHOK possto B 4onomMosi o6paTtn Tpamna,
Bi HagaHHA NOMY BiflbHOro edpipHOro Yacy 40 HagaHHS MOIX
€NEeKTPOHHMX NUCTIB BTPUYi GinbLue BUCBITIEHHS, HiXK YCi MUTaHHS,
LLIO CTOCYHOTbLCS XUTTA NIOAEN pasoM.

Xinnapi sanuwuna 4yacTuHy, ae BoHa TexX oTpumana 6nmsbko 3,24
Minbsapada gonapis y BinbHUX 3MI, aky Ha3mBatoTh " 3apobreHmmn
3MI ", Konu M1 BUKOPUCTOBYEMO 1 4518 ONUCY NONITUKIB, AKi HAM
nogobatotbes. Mix iHWWM, TenekaHanu, Sk NpaBuio, po3garTb
"3apobneHi megia" came TMM NoniTUKam, SKi MOXyTb LO3BONUTU
cobi nnatuTK 3a BnacHui niap - 0cobsMBo PPOHTMEHIB Ta
npesngeHTu.

3paTHICTb Npe3naeHTa BUKNUKATK edpipHUin Yac 3a GakaHHAM
(npocTto 6ombK Korock!) - ogHa 3 rornoBHUX BUBOPUNX NepeBar
4YnHHOCTI. [MoniTuKK, SKi HacnpaBai 3HaxXoAATbCA B KiHUI nanwuuj, -
ue He KniHToHuM CBITY, a Tak 3BaHi «6axpomMa» nonbcu, [leHHic
KyuiHivec i PoH MNonc, Engpto Axnrc i Mawk 'pasenc. Hagite bepHi
CaHpepc oTpymaB y 23 pasu MeHLUE TEeNEeBI3iIMHOMO MOKPUTTS, HiX
Tpamn, NnpeTeHAEHT, YA BHYTPILUHBOMOBINBHUI 3aKONOT NapTii
OyB OyXe CXOXUM Ha HOBUHHY pO3roBidb 3 kKa3ko Tpamna.

| BCe-Takm 3any4veHHs 3acobiB MacoBoi iHbopmauii 4o
BMCBITNIEHHSA BaC € YaCTMHOK BUKNMKY GanoTyBaTucs Ha nocagy B
cyyacHi Amepudi, i Tpamn B ubomy 6yB xopowumi. Lle He
onTMManbHWU cnocib kepyBaTtu kpaiHow. Ham, wengule 3a Bce,
BOACTbCS 3OINCHUTY HAOKOPOTKUIA BUOOPUMIA MPOLIEC, KU
BKrtoyaB y cebe kinbka kaHanaaTis, Wo diHaHCYTbCA Ha
AepXXaBHOMY PiBHI.
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Those billions were how much “free media” Donald Trump
supposedly received from ratings-hungry (hungry for viewers)
news outlets early in the last presidential election campaign.

Along with Russia, James Comey and Wikileaks, this
phenomenon was pointed to regularly in election postmortems as
a primary cause for Trump’s election. One of the people who
complained the loudest was Hillary Clinton, in her astounding
book-length denial exercise called What Happened. She wrote:

Their real problem is they can’t bear to face their own role in
helping elect Trump, from providing him free airtime to giving my
emails three times more coverage than all the issues affecting
people’s lives combined.

Hillary left out the part where she, too got about $3.24 billion in
free media, which is called “earned media” when we’re using it to
describe politicians we like. Incidentally TV stations tend to give
away “earned media” to, precisely, the politicians who can afford
to pay for their own PR — frontrunners and incumbents especially.

The president’s ability to summon airtime at will (just bomb
someone!) is one of the major electoral advantages of
incumbency. The politicians who are really at the short end of the
stick here aren’t the Clintons of the world, but the so-called “fringe”
pols, the Dennis Kuciniches and Ron Pauls, the Andrew Yangs
and Mike Gravels. Even Bernie Sanders got 23 times less TV
coverage than Trump, a challenger whose intramural party revolt
was a very similar news narrative to the Trump tale.

Still, getting the media to cover you is part of the challenge of
running for office in modern America, and Trump was good at it.
It's not an optimal way to run a country. We'd likely be better off
with a super-short election process that included a handful of
publicly funded candidate forums.
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Ane ue Taka cuctema, siky MM Maemo, i nicns 2016 poKy HOBUHHI
3000B’A3aHHA NPUNUHUAKN JOITK ii 3a roTiBky. [Nowmnpunocs
MOBIAOMIIEHHS NPO Te, WO MU BUALWNK 3 Bi3HecCy, Wo gonomarae
Tpamny. binbwe He 6yae TpaHCNALiIM NOPOXKHIX NOAiyMIB, SKi
YyekaloTb nosisu NomapaHyeBoro.

Hi, sk Ham cka3anu, He Byge Ginblue XoAHWUX ceaHciB, e Taki
nogu, sik Mika 1a ko, 6anakartbca Ha pentuHry bora . (Bor,
KM NPUHOCUTL BaraTo rnsgadis)

Mokn mn Hocunu GaHep « emokparia BMUpae y TEMpPSBI », MU
OinbLie He gamo Tpamna 6e3koWTOBHOrO niapy. Hacnpaegi, BMicT
Tpamna 6yB 61 3aropHyTUI y CTifIbKM HEraTUBHOMO pefaryBaHHs,
LLIO BiA€O He BOanocs nepepobuTi Ha NOro KOPUCTb HaBITb
BMNaAKoBO. Momy BinbLue He J03BONATUMYTHCSA HABITh apryMeHTH
YN PUTOPUKA, OCKISNbKM NMOB3aHHS Kaberto (MoB3y4e Mo HIDKHIN
YacTUMHI ekpaHa) roBopuno npo Taki pedi, sk TPYMKA 3B'A3KOBO
OB'€EMHULB ICIOA (HE TAK) .

MopanisaTtopcTBO WOoAo TOro, Wobd 3MiHATK HaLy Menoaito Ta
OyTK BIpHUM « CYKEHHAM icTopii » Byno sBHO nigpobnenunm. Lle
OyB nuLe cnocid 4o3BoNUTN Mepexam GinbLue BUCBITNOBATH
Tpamna, a HaBnaku NpUAINgaTu Wwe MeHLle yBaru TeMmam, ki He €
Tpamnom.

Benuka icTopis niggaHux Uboro TWkHSA nepegbayana ooMiH Ha
obpasn mix Tpamnom Ta [xo BangeHom. Bepcia TL: DR (3anagTo
[OOBrO - He ynTanacs) nonsrae B Tomy, wo bangeH HassaB
Tpamna "ek3nCcTeHLinHO 3arpo3ot” ana Amepuku, a Tpamn
Ha3BaB bangeHa "coHHUM xnonuem", "Mynsxem" i "HeBgaxorw",
akun 6y "MoBinbHIWI" Ta "po3ymoBo crabki" He B 3M03i UTU B

HOry 3 peanbHMM rpadikoM Kamnawii.

BiH, Tpamn, ckasas, Lo oMy xo4eTbces 6irtn npotn banaena,
OCKinbKkn "MeHi nogobaetbes GiraTv NpoTy AyLeBHO cnabkmx
nopen".

YcCi, XTO MUHYIIOro POKYy MPOWLLIOB KaMraHito, 3Hanu, Lo
BinbyBaeTbCs. Lle dopmyna, saky niobute Tpamn. BiH nigpusae
BanigeHa B TBiTax i BUCTYNax, TOMy LLO arityBaTu MPoOCTiLle, HixX
KepyBaTu.
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But this is the system we have, and after 2016, news orgs pledged
to stop milking it for cash. Word spread that we were out of the
helping-Trump business. There would be no more broadcasts of
empty podiums awaiting the appearance of the Orange One.

Neither, we were told, would there be any more chummy sessions
where people like Mika and Joe slobbered on the Ratings God.
(God who brings many viewers)

As we carried the “Democracy Dies in Darkness” banner, we
would no longer give Trump free PR. In fact, Trump content would
be wrapped in so much negative editorializing that video couldn’t
redound to his benefit even by accident. He would no longer be
permitted even argument or rhetoric, as cable crawls (creeping
across the bottom of the screen) said things like TRUMP CALLS
OBAMA FOUNDER OF ISIS (HE'S NOT).

The moralizing about changing our tune and being true to
“history’s judgment” was clearly fake. This was just a way to allow
the networks to cover Trump more, while conversely giving even
less attention to non-Trump topics.

The big giveaway story this week involved an exchange on insults
between Trump and Joe Biden. The TL:DR (too long — didn't read)
version is that Biden called Trump an “existential threat” to
America, while Trump called Biden a “sleepy guy,” a “dummy,”
and a “loser,” who was “slower” and “mentally weak,” unable to
keep up with a real campaign schedule.

He, Trump, said he was anxious to run against Biden, because “I|
like running against mentally weak people.”

Everyone who went through the campaign last year knew what
was up. This is a formula that Trump loves. He’s blasting Biden in
tweets and appearances because campaigning is easier than
governing.
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O6miH obpaszamu 3 HEBMINIMMM EKC-BiLle-NPe3ngeHTUMM 3 BYCT B
poT - NpUPOAHE none Ans Lboro nonituka. BiH kpawun y Libomy,
HiXK Yy BCIX NONITUYHUX Aisgvax, SK BiH MOKa3aB MUHYOro pasy,
Konwu BiH noxupas nogoba [xeba bywa ta Xinnapi KniHToH,
3amaHlo4M iX y rmmboki BoAN COKOPYLLUHOINO HAaCMIiLLKyBaToro
ctumo WWE.

AKLWO BM HE XO4eTe KOpUCTYyBaTUCS LMK Bip>xamn O4ns WBMOKoro
MOKYMOK, i Bam cripaegi WikaBo BigMoBuTUCS Big BS, w006
BUCBITMOBATK pearbHi HOBMHU - NoBeHi Ha CepeaHboMy 3axofi,
BerMKe 3NUTTS TeneKoMyHiKaLin, 3aBopyLEeHHS B [[OHKOH3I TOLLO -
BM ' Byay npocTo nigipeaTy (MpoirHopyBaTt) Lo icTopito.

Lle HaBiTb He akTyarnbHO ik HOBMHW KamnaHii. Mu 3a pik Big
3arasnibHMX BMOOPpIB, i NOCTyNakum Tak, 9K y FOHLi 3anwunnoca
nuule gga KaHangaTu, BArpae piBHO ABOE Ntoaen, siki obngsa
MOXYTb 403BONMTU cobi npuadaTtn BnacHui niap: bangeH i
Tpamn.

Yci oCHOBHI raszetu Ta TenebaveHHs BCe We ganu 3Ha4Hy ponb. "
Hbro-Uopk Tatimc" i " BawuHamod lNocm" BuknagatoThb Le Ha
rOJTOBHIl CTOpIHUi. MnaBa " Talmca" yitana :

Tpamn Ta BangeH oTpMMyOTbL OCOGUCTi CTOCYHKU B
cynepeuui AnoBu

"Ek3ucTteHuianbHa 3arpos3a” Ta "CoHHui xnoneup"
[NosidomrieHHS NiLIOB 3 -

B Anosi ¢peong Habupae cunu

TPYMATW, CKAITYBATW, NIATPUMANTE KOXHE IHLLE

Ha kabenbHi cTaHuil (nnatHoro Th cTaHuii) niwnm rara
(BoxeBinbHNUI) . AK BU BUNpaBaaeTecsa 3HOBY NepenTn 40 LbOoro
dopmaTy, nicnd Toro sik BU B OCTaHHI pa3 NPUNHANKN CTiNbKK
3acny>XeHnx 3MoBXMBaHb 3a Te, WO iIXanu 40 BENNYEe3HNX
npnbyTkiB? Jlerko: 3pobiTb BUrNAA, WO BN LIbOro He pobuTe, i
3BUHYBayynTe y TOMy, WO BM pobute Ha [oHanbaa Tpamna.
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Insult exchanges with bumbling, foot-in-mouth ex-Vice Presidents
is a natural playing field for this politician. He’s better at it than
everyone in politics, as he showed last time, when he devoured
the likes of Jeb Bush and Hillary Clinton by luring them down into
the deep waters of sophomoric, WWE-style taunting.

If you’re on the level about not using these exchanges to make a
quick buck, and you're truly interested in abandoning BS to cover
real news — the Midwest floods, a big telecom merger, Hong Kong
riots, etc. — you’d just blow off (ignore) this story.

It's not even relevant as campaign news. We'’re a year away from
the general election, and acting like there are only two candidates
left in the race benefits exactly two people, both of whom can
afford to buy their own PR: Biden and Trump.

All the major papers and TV outlets still gave it significant play.
The New York Times and the Washington Post both out it on the
front page. The Times head read:

Trump and Biden Get Personal in lowa Skirmish

An “Existential Threat” and a “Sleepy Guy”

The Post went with:

In lowa, a Feud Gains Strength

TRUMP, BIDEN, PLAY OFF EACH OTHER

The cable stations (pay TV stations) went gaga (crazy). How do
you justify jumping to this format again, after you took so much
deserved abuse for riding it to huge profits the last time? Easy:

pretend you’re not doing it, and blame what you are doing on
Donald Trump.
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BpanaH Binbsmc B ehipi MSNBC BMBIB CBOK HOBMHHY nporpamy
"11-ta rognHa" pasom i3 ictopieto. BiH noyaB KymeaHo :

A AKWO 8u cb0200HI nodusurucsi Ho8UHU rpo kabers, i eci 00bpi
2pomMadsiHU MOBUHHI ...

MpaBunbHo. Bu He npocTo anBmunucsa peknamHuin ponuk Oil of
Olay a6o peknamy HoBoro Infiniti GX50 (BoHn obnasa
crnoHcopyBanu nporpamy). lNepernag kabenbHoro TenebayeHHs -
ue epomadsiHemso. BiH npoooBxyBaB:

AKwo 8u cb0200Hi nodusursnucs HOBUHU rpo Kabersb, i 8ci Aobpi
epomadsiHU NMO8UHHI, 8U Moxeme nodymamu, wo 3azarbHi subopu
ecmaHoerieHi, i [JoHaned Tpamn eidcmoroe kaHdudamypu Ha
rnepeobpaHHsi npomu kaHOudama e 0eMoKpamuyHi napmi ko
batideHa.

Arie ye mo4yHo He mak. [JoHanb0 Tpamn 38y4umb mak, Hibu 6iH
bicae npomu [xo batideHa, ane € yinut nepesik deMokpamis,
OecsimKuU 3 HUX, SIKi briazarome Pi3HUMUCS.

OTxe, M1 He BUHHI, a TO 1 BUHa [xo BaaeHa, wo mn pobumo
iCTOpIlo, sika Haragye 3aranbHy BUGOpYy iCTOPI0 NPUHANMHI Ha 12
MicsliB paHiwe. Lle BuHa Tpamna.

Tpamn, kaxe Binbamc, xoue, Wwo06 BM NOBipUnu, WO B Ui ranya3i
HeMae «OeCATKU» iHWWX KaHAMAaTIB y AeMOKpPaTUYHY MOMiTUKY.
Tox Tpamn - ue Ton, XTO Xo4e, Wob BM irHOpyBanu iHWKX
KaHOMOaTiB-AeMOKparTiB.

Togi BinbssMC npogoBXye irHopyBaTh iHWKWMX KaHaMaaTiB-
AeMoKpariB.

BiH npogoBxXye posnosigaTtyu icTopito Npo obmiH obpasamu, i,
pobnsun ue, nokasye 6nusbko 1:06 kagpu bageHcbkoro nepuna
npoTtn Tpamna 3 TPbOX OKPeMMUX Micupb B WTaTi AioBa.
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Brian Williams on MSNBC led off his “11th Hour” newscast with
the story. He began in amusing fashion:

And if you looked at cable news today, and all good citizens
should...

Right. You didn’t just watch an Oil of Olay commercial, or an ad
for the new Infiniti GX50 (they both sponsored the program).
Watching cable TV is citizenship. He went on:

If you looked at cable news today, and all good citizens should,
you might think the general election is set and Donald Trump is
straight up running for re-election against the Democratic
nominee, Joe Biden.

But that is certainly not the case. Donald Trump sounds like he’s
running against Joe Biden, but there are a whole slew of
Democrats, dozens of them, who beg to differ.

So it's not our fault, or even Joe Biden’s fault, that we're doing a
story that sounds like a general election story at least 12 months
early. It's Trump’s fault.

Trump, says Williams, wants you to believe there aren’t “dozens”
of other Democratic candidates in the field. So Trump’s the one
who wants you to ignore the other Democratic candidates.

Williams then proceeds to ignore the other Democratic
candidates.

He goes on to tell the story about the exchange of insults, and in
doing so, shows about 1:06 of footage of Biden railing against
Trump from three separate lowa locations.

Page-116-


http://www.msnbc.com/transcripts/11th-hour-with-brian-williams/2019-06-11

MSNBC ctaHOM Ha MUHyre fniTo cTarysas 6nm3bko 13,550
ponapis 3a 30-cekyHAHY peknamy, TOX BU MOXETe 3anHATUCS
mMaTemaTukoto. Lle kagpwm, siki, MabyTb, KOWTYOTb NPMGIN3HO
TPUAUSTb rpaH.

Lle Baxnusi, iHdbopmaTuBHi HOBMHM? Mex (Tak wo) . bangeH
Ha3mBae Tpamna "eKk3ncTeHuianbHOo 3arpo30” i CKapXKMUTbCA, LLLO
"ue 75-Tta pivHnusa OHs, i BiH webetae npo bett Mignep?"

Mwu nposenu Bce nito 2016 poKy, criyxarouu, Sk gemokpaTu
BMOYXyIOTb HeratMem Tpamna, 3 TUX Mip MU HE YyNK HIYOro IHLLOro
(kogHuX iHWKX icTopin) npo MSNBC Ta CNN. Lle HoBMHK? Llg,
6e3ymoBHO, HyaHo. Takox 3HoBYy banaeH 6anoTyeTbca Ha
nocagy. Akwo Engpto AHy noTpibHO 3annatuTu, Wob Ha3BaTu
imeHa Tpamna, Tak Lie NOBUHHO BYyTKM i nepenosin.

MoTiMm Mepexa nepeBepTaeTbCA Ha CepIto KNinis, Wo Tpamn kiTae
(6'eTbes) Ha ko. Mepexa Hagae Tpamna npnbnusHo 1:11 yacy
3a6utu (hyHT) Bangena, wob ckasaTtu Taki peui, SK:

BiH mak 6azamo pa3sie 8uUMO8sIsI8 MOE iM’S, WO Mto0U 8XXKe He
sumpumyeanu ... CoHHul xnoneuysp ...

Hasimb skwo mrodu, npomu skux 8iH bieae, B0HU 2080psimb, 0e
8iH? Lljo mpanunock? BiH sucnosnioemscs 6 Aliogi pa3 Ha dea
MmuxHi, a momim 32adye Moe im’si 74 pa3u 8 00Hil npomosi. 5 He
3Haro.

Lle meHi Hazadye kpusy (HevecHy) Xinnapi. BoHa 3pobuna me
came.

Topni Binbsamc nepebusae, i, AMBNAYMCb 3MPOYHMM, Kaxe, LLIO
Tpamn nisHiwe nepenwoB o "Baxknx peven":

A noyye batideHa, sakul Hegdaxa....
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MSNBC as of last summer was charging about $13,550 for 30-
second ads, so you can do the math. This is footage that’s
probably worth about thirty grand.

Is it important, informative news? Meh (so what). It's Biden calling
Trump an “existential threat” and complaining that “it’s the 75th
anniversary of D-Day, and he’s tweeting about Bette Midler?”

We spent all of the summer of 2016 hearing Democrats blast
Trump’s negatives, we've heard little else (no other stories) on
MSNBC and CNN since. Is it news? It's definitely boring. Also,
again, Biden is running for office. If Andrew Yang needs to pay to
call Trump names, so should the front-runner.

The network then flips to a series of clips of Trump whaling away
(beating up on) at Joe. The network gives Trump about 1:11 of
time to hammer (pound) Biden, to say things like:

He said my name so many times that people couldn’t stand it
anymore... Sleepy guy...

Even if the people that he’s running against, they’re saying where
is he? What happened? He makes his stance in lowa, once
every two weeks and then he mentions my name 74 times in one
speech. I don’t now.

That reminds me of crooked (dishonest) Hillary. She did the same
thing.

Williams then interrupts, and, looking somber, says Trump later
switched to the “hard stuff”:

| heard Biden, who’s a loser....
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Myuwy eam ckazamu, 8iH iHWUU xroneup. BiH suensdae iHakwe,
HiXX paHiwe. BiH Oie iHwe, HiX paHiwe. BiH Hagimb nosinbHiwe, Hix
paHiuwe.

A 6 weudwe nobie npomu... batideHa, Hixx xmo-Hebydb. 51
Oymaro, Wo eiH Haticnabwud nodymku. | meHi no0obaemabcs
6icamu npomu crabkux rcuxiyHo moded. A dymaro, wo [xo mym
Haticnabwud.

Akwo BM nponycTunum «Baxki pedi», MSNBC HaBiTb nepekoHaBcA
nokasatu cotorpadii Tpamna 3i cnosamn BIDEN ta LOSER y
Chryon:

TRUMP BUKITKW BIDEN A «LOSER (lunimaszn) » lNepep,
Buizgom Ha AVIOBA TRIP (wTtaTt Arnosa)
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I have to tell you, he’s a different guy. He looks different than he
used to. He acts different than he used to. He’s even slower than
he used to be.

I'd rather run against... Biden than anybody. | think he’s the
weakest mentally. And | like running against people that are weak
mentally. | think Joe is the weakest up here.

In case you missed the “hard stuff,” MSNBC even made sure to
show the pictures of Trump with the words BIDEN and LOSER in
the Chryon:

TRUMP CALLS BIDEN A “LOSER (schlimazel)” BEFORE
LEAVING FOR IOWA TRIP (to lowa)
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10. Mignom i napgiHHA cyneprepos Pobeprta

Monnepa

Iloka3anns PoGepra MioJuiepa Majin 03Ha4aTH KiHelb
HANIOHAJIBLHOTO KommMapy. HatomicTs Hapoaniacs
HOBA JIereH/a

MeTtT Tanb6i1 cepnHs 2019 poky

= NN

3MmiHa Bigbynacsa B NpoCTopi UMKy HOBUH. MNovnHaoum Big i
3aKiHYyo4M Nicnsa NokasaHb KOHrpecy cneianbHOro pagHuka
Pobepta Mionnepa, rmubuHa BipocnosigHoi MaHii AMepukn Byna
oroneHa. Russiagate npeca Bganacs nepeTBoOpuUTU pearnbHiCTb
BCE HaBKOIO.
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10. The rise and fall of superhero Robert

Mueller

The testimony of Robert Mueller should have marked
the end of a national nightmare. Instead, a new legend
was born

Matt Taibbi Aug 1, 2019

The change came in the space of a single news cycle. Beginning
before and ending after the congressional testimony of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, the depth of America’s faith-based mania
was laid bare. The Russiagate press managed to turn reality all
the way around.
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Ha paHnin MOMEHT, NOKM Mogito TpaHcnoBanu B NnpamMomy edipi,
ouiHka BMUCTYNy ekc-gmpektopa ®BP sk ceigka koHrpecy byna
Mawxe ogHoctamnHo. Mionnep 6yB po3rybneHoto, Bpa3nmeoro
NOANHOK, @ HE HEBTOMHOIO CUIOH0.

"Oyxe, gyxe 6onsaye", - ckasaB faBHin cTpaTer gemokparis [esia
Akcenbpog.

«51 He 3Hato , Wo #Dems ouikyBanu Big #RobertMueller , ane ue ,
MMOBIpPHO, He Tak," TBiTTep MNoBapa Fineman.

"Mionnep 6opeTbca”, - NPOKOMEHTYBAB Mif, Yac Nogii KONULLIHIN
npokypop Ta nignernun Mionnepa nexH KipxHep. "Lle Bpaxae
MeHe SIK MMTaHHS OXOPOHU 300poB'a".

Lle 6yno xaxnmBe 06BuHyBa4YeHHA 3MI. HemoxnumBicTb
CneuianbHOro 3axMcHWKa cnigkyBaTtu 3a NMUTaHHAMW YK
3anam’siToByBaTy KNOYoBi geTtani (BiH 6yB «He 3HanoMumn» 3
ono3auuinHoto dipmoto Fusion-GPS!) BubyxHye oea pokn 6e3nany.

Mtionnep npogaBaBcsi B COTHSIX CTaTeu i TeNeBi3iiHMX 306paeHb
K HANKOMMNETEHTHILINIA NIOACBKMI NognHa, cyneprepon y
peanbHOMY XWTTi . Mloro MaHipHuin nornag Ta posym 6puTBem
HIOMTO Nogasanu XuBy NPOTUOTPYTY NPE3NAEHTY HALLIOro
6ab6epmyTcbkoro Hymbekyna JoHanegy Tpamny. BiH 6yB
nepcoHaxem npsamo 3 KomaHdu AMepuKuU, KONLLHIM
HadanbHMkoM ®BP 3a gonomoroto CeHt-INon, MNMpiHCTOH Ta
nporpamy B YHiBepcuteTi Yygosoro. " 5eTMeH noBepHyBcs, 111ob
BpaTyBaTM AMEPUKY" , - cKaszaB Moro KonuwHin apyrun 6P
Tumodpi Mepdpi B TMNOBIN icTOpIl Big ABOX POKIB TOMY, ONUCYOYMX
Mionnepa sk "repos, akun notpebye Amepuka".

Llen mid nomep Ha TenebaveHHi.
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In the moment, while the event was being broadcast live, the
assessment of the ex-FBI director’s performance as a
congressional witness was nearly unanimous. Mueller was a
confused, vulnerable human being, not an indefatigable force.

“Very, very painful,” said longtime Democratic strategist David
Axelrod.

‘I don’t know what the #Dems were expecting from
#RobertMueller, but this probably isn’t it,” tweeted Howard
Fineman.

“Mueller is struggling,” former prosecutor and Mueller subordinate
Glenn Kirchner commented during the event. “It strikes me as a
health issue.”

This was a monstrous indictment of media. The Special Counsel’s
inability to follow questions or remember key details (he was “not
familiar” with oppo firm Fusion-GPS!) exploded two years of hype.

Mueller was sold in hundreds of articles and TV features as
earth’s most competent human, a real-life superhero. His close-
lipped manner and razor intellect supposedly presented a living
antidote to our blabbermouth numbskull president, Donald Trump.
He was as a character straight out of Team America, an ex-
Marine FBI chief by way of St. Paul’s, Princeton, and a grad
program at the University of Awesome. “Batman is back to save
America,” his former FBI second Timothy Murphy said in a typical
story from two years ago, describing Mueller as “the hero America
needs.”

This myth died on television.
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Lle ctanocsa noMUnkoBo, Takoro, Lo 3aBXau € PU3NKOM, KON BU
MaeTe cnpasy 3 NPAMUMN TPAHCIALIAMU, K BUSBUNU HABITb
LeH3ypHi ToBapuUCTBa, Taki sk PagsHcbkmi Cotos. [JeMoKpaTUyHi
KOHIrpecw, Taki sk rofiloBa Ccy4oBoi Braam B nanari [bkeppong
Hapgnep ta Agam Wndd 3 KomiTeTy 3 nntaHb po3sigkn, gymanu,
Lo TenesisinHe Woy Npusseae Ao gonoeiai Monnepa "go xutra".

AK Ui ABO€E Ko3akiB He 3Hann abo He Hamaranucs gisHaTucs, Lo
Mtonnep He BUpILLMB 3aBAaHHA ChigyBaTu CKNagHUM MUTAHHAM,
BaXkko 3po3ymitn. Hagnep i Wndd - obmasa agsokatw.
CTyaeHTKa nepLioro Kypcy He ctaBuna 6 cBigka crninoro, sk ue, Hi
XBUINMHK, HE KaXKydn BXKe MpPO CiM roguH, L0 NPOnLLIN
TenebayeHHs.

Ane BOHM Hanonsaranu Ha ToOMy, NepekoHaBLwww, Wwo CnevuianbHWA
pagHUK MOXe BOANXHYTM HOBE XUTTSA Y CrpaBy, AKY, Ha IXHI0
AYMKY, NOripLUMB NuLle Tomy, Wwo aosrmi 3siT Mionnepa 6ys
«CYXUM MPOKYPOPCbKMM pob0oUMM NPOaYKTOM», KUK
rPOMaACbKiCTb He Mornia abo He nepeTpasuna.

Lle came no cobi 6yno 6oxeBinbHUM. O4ikyBaHi 6naknTHUMM
cTaTtepamu no BCin KpaiHi MicsusiMmmn 6anyBanmncb YMTaHHAMMN
ponosiai Mionnepa, sk ue 6yno cnoso boxe - i3 3HameHUTMK
wakagamu, Takmmm sik AHetTa BeHdidr, [IxoH Jlitroy Ta KeBiH
KnavH, 1110 HagararTb po3yMHUX OKYNsApiB y ctuni Pika MNeppi,
Wwo6 3aiNCcHUTKN TeneBsisiliHe 3BiNbHEeHHA €BaHrenis. .

Y 3BiTi 6yno 6arato nigpobok. BiH npogas COTHI TUCAY KONiK i
Tenep 6yB Ha B Hbo - Mopk Tatimc 6ectcenep Cnvcok 3a
TpMHaguUAaTb TxHIB. Y Amepuui #Resistance ue tak camo
NoBCKOOHO, K i Bibnis MNegeoHa. Te, Wo, cxoxe, XxoTinn Haanep Ta
Wndd, - ue wock no3a o3HanomMreHHs 3 poboTolo, sk Biaeo
Mionnepa, skuin HasmBae Tpamna waxpaem, SKui Moxe ByTu
BMKOPWUCTAHWUI Y PEKITAMHUX POSIMKaX.

HaToMmiCTb BOHV BUSABMIM LLOCb, YOrO HIXTO He OuikyBaB. Tenep
MU 3p03yMminu, YoMy CneuianbHUA pagHUK yHUKaB OBMiHY XUBUMM
NPOTAromM ABOX POKiB, Konu 6yB OAHMM 3 HaNBIOOMILLUX tOAEN Ha
3emni.
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It happened by mistake, the kind that’s always a risk when you're
dealing with live broadcasts, as even censorious societies like the
Soviet Union have found. Congressional Democrats like House
Judiciary chief Jerrold Nadler and Adam Schiff of the Intelligence
committee thought a TV show would bring the Mueller report “to
life.”

How these two goofs didn’t know, or bother to find out, that
Mueller was not up for the task of following difficult questions is
hard to understand. Nadler and Schiff are both lawyers. A first-
year law student wouldn’t put a witness on stand blind like that for
a minute, let alone seven nationally-televised hours.

But they pressed on, convinced the Special Counsel could
breathe new life into a case they believed had waned only
because Mueller’s long report was a “dry, prosecutorial work
product” that the public couldn’t or wouldn’t digest.

This in itself was crazy. Hopeful blue-staters across the country for
months have indulged in readings of Mueller’s report like it was
the word of God — with celebrity jackasses like Annette Bening,
John Lithgow and Kevin Kline donning Rick Perry-style smart
glasses to conduct televised deliverance of the gospel.

The report has been hyped plenty. It's sold hundreds of thousands
of copies and has now been on the New York Times bestseller list
for thirteen weeks. In #Resistance America it's as ubiquitous as
Gideon’s Bible. What Nadler and Schiff seem to have wanted was
something beyond familiarity with the work, like video of Mueller
calling Trump a crook that could be used in commercials.

Instead, they revealed something no one expected. Now we

understood why the Special Counsel avoided live exchanges
across two years of being one of the most famous people on
earth.

Page-121-


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeGZ-xL6FNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeGZ-xL6FNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeGZ-xL6FNU
https://www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers
https://www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers
https://www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers

Konu 3akiHuunacs paHkoBa cecis Mionnepa B komiteTi Hagnepa,
ctynis NBC Buaanacsa NOXOpOHHOHO .

"Akwo, e-e, AeMOKpaTn LWyKanu nepBo3gaHHUN OeCcATb-
M’ATHAOUSATb CEKYHA 3BYKOBUMN YKYC, KA 3pOOMB TOUKY, SIKY BOHM
XOTinm 3pobutu, e, ue, mabyTb, He cTtanocs”, - ckasas Jlectep
XOrbT.

Yak Togn, skun pasom i3 koneroto Penven Meggoy 6ys ogHuUm 3
HaneHepriiHilWmMX pakeniB-pycirenTiB, 3anponoHyBas, Lo Ha
noBepHeHHi Mionnepa 4o XuTTsA, cBig4eHHs 6ynu " LinkoBUTOK
HeBgadverw ". BiH gogas, Wwo "He 3pobuB Hivoro, wob gonomortu”
apryMeHTu iMniymMeHTy.

MpoTsrom 48 roanH HauioHaNbHUI KOHCEHCYC OyB MOBHICTIO
ckacoBaHui. Lle 6yno 3axonntotoye (HENMOBIPHO) .

«Mionnep He npoBantoBaBcs. KpaiHa Tak i 3pobuna, - Hanucana
DxexHicep Py6iH 3 The Washington Post . Ii kntouosui ypmsok,
SIKMN 61 CTaB Haronocom 6araTboX, CKapXXMBCS HA NEPEOLHKY
KOMTUKNY:

"HeBgaya" nonarae He B NPOKypoOpi, KU BUSABUB dhakTu, ane
MOXe ByTu noraHo NigroToBMEHWIA 40 NOMITUYHOI cnpaeun, a
HaTOMICTb KpaiHu, sika He Bbyae uMTaTi noro gonosiab, i 3MI,
OAEPXKMMUX KOHKypcamu 3a 6anamu, a He 30CepepKeHNMN Ha
NPOKNATTI. cynepeynmsi akTu.

Y cepuebuTTi Uusa iges nowmnpunacs sctogun. "Pobept Mionnep i
TUpaHia" onTukn " BUKpunn AmmaHmuky. "3abyapte TeaTpanbHy
KPUTUKY - BUCHOBKM Mionnepa - cnpaeXxHsi HOBMHA", - HaNucae
konera [esig MNpexem. "Oxeddpic Biaxunsae ontuky. Mu xoTinum
cBigyeHb Mionnepa, a He PobepTa ge Hipo", - Bcnieas " The
Hill".
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When Mueller's morning session in Nadler's committee ended,
NBC’s studio seemed like a funeral parlor.

“If, uh, Democrats were looking for a pristine ten to fifteen second
sound bite that made the point they wanted to make, uh, it
probably didn’t happen,” said Lester Holt.

Chuck Todd, who along with colleague Rachel Maddow has been
one of the most energetic Russigate torchbearers, offered that on
the bringing-Mueller-to-life front, the testimony was “a complete
failure.” He added it “didn’t do anything to help” impeachment
arguments.

Within 48 hours, national consensus was completely reversed. It
was breathtaking (incredible).

“Mueller didn’t fail. The country did,” wrote Jennifer Rubin of The
Washington Post. Her key passage, which would become a point
stressed by many, complained about the over-focus on “optics”:

The “failure” is not of a prosecutor who found the facts but might
be ill equipped to make the political case, but instead, of a country
that won'’t read his report and a media obsessed with scoring
contests rather than focusing on the damning facts at issue.

In a heartbeat this idea spread everywhere. “Robert Mueller and
the tyranny of ‘optics” blared The Atlantic. “Forget the theater
criticism — Mueller’s conclusions are the real news,” wrote
colleague David Graham. “Jeffries dismisses optics: We wanted
testimony from Mueller, not Robert de Niro,” chimed in The Hill.
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Ctano cnocmepexerHsam y 3MI Ta couianbHux megia, Lwob
ckasaTtu, Wo criyxaHHs He 6yno katacTtpodoto, wo Mionnep
Hacnpaegi nepemicTne M'a4 Bnepen, Noro MOryTHs penyTtadis
Oyna HegoTopkaHot. Po3symieTe, BiH ONMMHNBCA B CKPYTHOMY
cTaHoBMLi, i bopoTbba 3i 3r1oM, a He akTopcbka poboTa, - Moro
cnpaBa. Daily Beast cka3aB Tak 3 LM 3arofiloBkOM i Lede
(mepwwmi absau) :

PoGepT Mionnep, Tpamn XaHTep

HincHo, 4y Bynn posgpaToBaHi AEMOKpaTU Ha cneLianbHoro
pagHuka PobepTta Mionnepa 3a Te, wWwo BiH 6yB Pobeptom
Mionnepom B cepeay BpaHui nepea KOMITETOM 3 NUTaHb CYyA0BUX
nuTaHb [Nanatn ? Heexe M1 HaCTiNbKM He 3BUYHI O CKPOMHOIO
OEPXaBHOro crny>k60BUS, L0 YECHO FOBOPUTL PO3MIPEHNM
royIoCoOM, LLO Lie po3Iioyye Hac ...7

CueHapucTtka MaprapeT KaprncoH Hanonsrana Ha Tomy, Lo
Mtonnepa nonpocunu BUHECTU HEMOXITMBE, JOPYUUBLLN
"BpATYBaTH BENUKY rpy 3 pagom Mepi B yeTBepTin uBepTi'.
OgpHak, 3a ii cnoBamu, BiH "Hikonn He 36upaBcs KuaaTn OOBrUIA
KynbKy" (BMpoOHMUTBO MeTadhopu 3pocrno B nepiog Mionnepa).
Mpo6nema 6yna He 3 Mionnepom, a 3 Hamu, 3a Te, WO He
BAANOCH «KepyBaTh OYiKyBaHHAMY.

Ak Takmn, Mionnep 6yB He npocTto Agpaamom JTiHKOIbHOM,
mucnusuem 3a samripamu , ane i « Monceem Ha ropi , BUKOHyHuUM
[ecaTtb 3anoBigen, ane He gpamaTuayroun ix». binblwe Toro, B
nepeabayyBaHoOMy pO3BUTKY NOAIT KaHAMAATU HaMonsranu Ha
TOMY, LLLO YyTKM NPO HEBTILWHI cBigyeHHa Mionnepa 6ynu 3nobHoro
OpexHeto, 3aiicHeHo pecnybnikaHusaMu B nisi 3 (abo « Ha
KoniHax ») Tpamna.

Mionnep noBepHyBCS 40 TOro, WO BiH 6YB AK CBALLEHHO
dirypoto, Tak i cyneprepoem (B AMepuui NpOpoK 3aBXan Takox €
rofloBHMM YOSoBIKOM, sk 6'e nony (3ipka KiHo mayo) ). Lle
3anHANO ABa AHi. Yepes Tpu OHi nicns Toro, 9K Moro CeBigYeHHs,
KeTnin Mapkep cnepeyascs B BawuHamoHi no8i0OMIIeHHI , WO
«nobnaxnmeictb» Mionnep Ha cTeHngi 3pobuna noro
3acnyrosyBanu NovecHoi Megani. HactynHui ypmsok 6yB
dakTnyHO onybnikoBaHW 0cobolo, L0 CaMoiAeHTUDIKYETLCS SK
XypHanicT:
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It became a de rigeur media and social media observation to say
the hearing wasn'’t a disaster, that Mueller in fact moved the ball
forward, his mighty reputation intact. He’d been in a difficult
position, you see, and fighting evil, not movie acting, is his thing.
The Daily Beast said so with this headline and lede (first
paragraph):

Robert Mueller, Trump Hunter

Really, there were Democrats angry with Special Counsel Robert
Mueller for being Robert Mueller Wednesday morning before the
House Judiciary Committee? Are we so unaccustomed to a
modest public servant speaking honestly in a measured voice that
it enrages us...?

Writer Margaret Carlson insisted Mueller had been asked to
deliver the impossible, tasked with “saving the big game with Hail
Mary passes in the fourth quarter.” However, she said, he “was
never going to throw the long ball” (metaphor production has
soared in the Mueller period). The problem wasn’t with Mueller,
but with us, for failing to “manage expectations.”

As such, Mueller was not merely Abraham Lincoln, Vampire
Hunter, but also “Moses on the Mount, delivering the Ten
Commandments but not dramatizing them.” Moreover, in a
predictable development, pundits insisted the rumors of Mueller's
disappointing testimony were vicious lies perpetrated by
Republicans in league with (or “on their knees” for) Trump.

Mueller was back to being both a sacred figure and superhero (in
America, the prophet is always also an ass-kicking leading man
(macho movie star)). This took two days. Three days after his
testimony, Kathleen Parker was arguing in the Washington Post
that Mueller’'s “forbearance” on the stand made him deserving of
the Medal of Honor. The following passage was actually published
by someone self-identifying as a journalist:
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KpynHum nnaHom obnnydsa Mionnepa 6yB NOPTPET piaKiCcHOI
rMMBUHM, CBOro poady OAWH, WBKMALE 3a BCe, 3HANTWU Ha NOMOTHI
JleoHapgo fa Bindi 3 ycima i TiHi, 3anaguH i NOro nNpoHWKKUBI,
Make nnady4dm odi. MeHi 3ganocs, wo s gyMmas Npo KapTUHK
AroHii B cagy, nokasytoum nepesepHyTe 0bnun4yys Icyca, Konu BiH
MOINUBCS.

Mtonnep Ha cTeHzi (cBig4mB) 6B roH4apHOK POCITMHOL.
>KypHanictn nobaunnu Monces ma lcyca. Akwo Bam NOTPiOHI
AoKasu, Wo My nepebyBaemMo B peniriiHii MaHii, He cnigkynte
aani. Lle 6yno ymctoro BnpaBoto BigHOBIEHHS igona ans
NOKJSTOHIHHS.

Lle Takox 6yno meTtadpopoto ans posnosigi « Pocisret» . JlereHaa
Mtonnepa 6yna nobygoeaHa 6e3 6yab - SIKOI 3 Moro arnorpados
BMMAararun , Wwob noroBopuTyr 3 NoguHow (cam) . NpakTnyHo Bcs
BOHa Gyna nobynoBaHa Ha CrnoBi kKoHpbeaepaTiB UM aHOHIMHMX
oKepern. Y maHepi cBALWEHMKIB BCIOAM 3 NoYaTKy Yacy Ui pxepena
TRymMauunu Ans Hac TaEMHI BipyBaHHS, BUCHOBKM Ta BakaHHS
HeJOCTYNHOT NIANHN BULLE.

"Lle noBYanbHO YyTH, SIK APY3i Ta KOSIMLLHI KOnern roBopsaTb npo
PoGepTta llebeasa Monnepa llI", - nucae " Yac”, konn Monnep
NPUCBOIB TPETE MicLie y cBoeMy Bunycky "Ocoba poky". Monnep
OyB (irypoto Takol BEMNUKOT TSHKKOCTI, IK HaM cKkasanw, BiH He
NPUHOCKTL MOBM (LLI06 ckasaTn 6araTo) :

Mtionnep, 9K KaxyTb, - Lie NoanHa, Ska BUMUKaE CBITO y cebe
BOOMa, WOO NOoBigOMUTU roCcTaAM, LLIO HAcTaB Yyac nitn 3
rpoMaacbkmx 360pis ...
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The close-up of Mueller’s face was a portrait of rare depth, the
sort one is more likely to find on a Leonardo da Vinci canvas with
all its shadows, hollows and his soulful, nearly weeping eyes. |
found myself thinking of paintings of the Agony in the Garden,
showing Jesus’ upturned face as he prayed.

Mueller on the stand (testifying) was a potted plant. Reporters saw
Moses and Jesus. If you need evidence we’re in a religious
mania, look no further. This was a pure exercise in restoring an
idol for worship.

It was also a metaphor for the Russiagate narrative. Mueller’s
legend was built without any of his hagiographers demanding to
speak to the man (himself). Virtually the whole of it was
constructed on the word of confederates or anonymous sources.
In the manner of priests everywhere since the beginning of time,
these sources interpreted for us the secret beliefs, conclusions,
and desires of the unavailable man above.

“It is instructive to hear friends and former colleagues talk about
Robert Swan Mueller 1ll,” wrote Time when giving the Mueller third
place in its Person of the Year issue. Mueller was a figure of such
great gravity, we were told, he does not deign to speech (to say
much):

Mueller, they say, is the kind of man who flicks the lights off and
on at his home to inform guests that it's time to leave a social
gathering...
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11. "Huro-UNopk Tanmc" - ue BXxe He nanip

Penaxrop /Jlin bake Bu3Hae, 110 0ro razera craja
NOJITHYHUM OPTraHOM

MeTT Tanb6i22 cepnHsa 2019 poky

AMepukaHLi 3aBxan Nobunu HeHasuaitn " Hero-Uopk Tatmc”,
ane 3noba 3aBXau BiATIHANACS 3axX0nfeHHAM (MOBarok) .
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11. The New York Times is no longer the

paper of record

Editor Dean Baquet admits his newspaper has become a
political organ

Matt Taibbi Aug 22, 2019

Americans have always loved to hate the New York Times, but the
rancor always came tinged with admiration (respect).
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BnepTtuin onip nanepy Ao 3MiH, B'ANiCTb i NepesBary Halmx naneub-
He naxHyTb 6ynu enemeHTamu noro YapisHocTi. " Cipa negi " - ue
Tam, Je HauriplmMmMm macoBuM BOMBLIEIO B icTOpIi 3anmMwimnTbes "
micTep liTnep ", Ae norngag rpabikHnka-6apoHa 3aBxau BiTaeTbCA
B ctuni (" MoHOKNb NOBEPTAETLCA SIK MOAHMIN akcecyap " -
knacuka Times ) i " nmuboke 20psi0” 4HaCTKOBO MOXe CTaTh CEHCOM
non-KynbTypu, TOMY WO KpUTUK " Talimc " BiHceHT KeHbi
nanipyeag ii ("®inbm", posneyeHun KeHbi, "Mae MeHLLE CRifibHOro
3 PiI3HOMaHITHUMW 3a00BONEHHAMM Bif CEKCY, HIXK 3 (Pi3UYHO0
iHXeHepier").

Ctunb i rpamaTtuka rasetu HaumcT 6ynm nam’aTHUKaMn aHarnbHOI
cTagii po3sutky ®penga. BoHn tam samepsnn 150 pokis. BepxHin
Knac apii (npuBoau) ui yacie Hikonu He BGynu CMiLlHI, HaNpykNaa:

Mepenik BaxxnnBmnx MOMeHTIB Npo Becinna Kaccangpw Iniyv ta
LWayH Pig, po3miweHunit y konoHui "O6iTHMLI" MUHYNOI Heaini,
HenpaBUNbHO BU3HAYMB KiflbKiCTb KAMEHIB Y 1 06pYUKy. Y HbOMY
[JEB'ATb KAMEHIB, a He CiM.

MoKNOHIHHA rovecHm ocobam (ocobucTrm TUTYnam) Ta
npoBigHoi (He3rpabHoi) TpeTboi 0cobu (BiH-BOHA, a HE 51, YN BU)
npo3u B raseTi 6ynun ynakoBaHi B eTUYHUIN KOAEKC, KA, ntobute
ue 41 HeHaBuauTe, 6yB MaskoM AnNs XypHanicTis. Taumc byna
Oina niHis B cepeauHi 4oporn, BUMIpIOBANbHOK Nasikoto.

Ii penopTaxHuin cTunb 6yB BOA3KO [0 PiBHA 3aXBOPIOBAHOCTI.
MMcbMeHHUKM BoANMca NPONoHyBaTV HaMMEHLLI AYMKU. AKLO
penopTep " TaliMcy " XOTiB TOUKY 30py B OrnsAoBii icTopil, Npo ue
cnig 6yno po3nosicTu Yyepes "ekcnepta" abo "aHanitmka".
KonuwHin 3actynHuk pegakropa ®dinin KopbetTt Ha novaTtky 2000-
X POKIB 3as1BMB, L0 00'EKTMBHICTb "He TiNbKu rigHa MeTa, ane,

MMOBIPHO, Hallla HanBaXnmBiLlla: MeTa, sika JIEXXUTb B OCHOBI
OINbLUOCTI iHWKMX HaWKX igeanis, K cNpaBeLnmBICTb | TOUHICTBL".
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The paper’s stubborn resistance to change, stodginess, and our-
farts-don’t-smell superiority were elements of its charm. The “Gray
Lady” is where history’s worst mass-murderer would remain “Mr.
Hitler,” where the robber-baron look is always welcome back in
style (“The monocle returns as fashion accessory” is a Times
classic), and Deep Throat could become a pop culture sensation
in part because Times critic Vincent Canby panned it ("The film,”
seethed Canby, “has less to do with the manifold pleasures of sex
than with physical engineering”).

The paper’s style and grammar Nazis were monuments to Freud’s
anal stage of development. They stayed frozen there for 150
years. The upper-class airs (pretenses) of the Times have never
not been funny, e.q.:

A listing of highlights about the wedding of Cassandra llich and
Shaun Reed, featured in the Vows column last Sunday, misstated
the number of stones in her engagement ring. It has nine stones,
not seven.

The paper’s worship of honorifics (personal titles) and leaden
(clumsy) third-person (he-she, not me or you) prose came
packaged in an ethical code that, love it or hate it, was a beacon
for reporters. The Times was the white line in the middle of the
road, a measuring stick.

Its reportorial style was timid to the point of morbidity. Writers were
afraid to offer the smallest opinions. If a Times reporter wanted a
point of view in a byline story, it had to be told through an “expert”
or an “analyst.”

Former Deputy Editor Phillip Corbett in the early 2000s said
objectivity was “not only a worthy goal, but probably our most
important one: the goal that underpins most of our other ideals,
like fairness and accuracy.”
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TumuacoBun 6peHa " Tatmce” (BignoBiganbHi reHii) BigmoBnsecs
NPOTAromM AeCATUNITb BIOXMNATUCH Big OOAMY Bif CBOET NO3MLT.
Pepaktopu 6ynu sik apyiau, WO OXOPOHSAOTb TUCAYOMITHIO
penirito. Konn ctanuca nonomku, 9k y Bunagaky 3 6ankapem, Lo
cnpuimaB KokaiH [xencoHom Brnepom (cknazeHi po3nosigi npo
Hapkoaunepis) , Le CKONMMXHYOo Becb BidHec. (XapakTepHo
3aHUXeHe BU3HaHHs Times y Tomy BUnaaky 6yno Te, Wo «aBapis»
Bnepa Bigkpuna « TpiLmMHM AOBIPU » AN XKYPHANICTUKN).

Micna gecaTuniTe HENOCTYNNUBOCTI Nanip y pokn bylwa noyas
3miHtoBaTUCS. Y 2004 poui Npomagcekun pegaktop HaHienb
OkpeHT B35B Ha cebe NuTaHHA Npo 3aHAATO BiACTOPOHEHICTb
060X CTOpIH NONITUYHUX NUTaHb y TBOPI Nig Ha3Bow « [Jobpe 6yTn
o00'ekTmBHMM. Kpale 6ytu npasum ». MNMpuknag OkpeHTa
HagbanaHcoBaHOCTI - Hekponor PoHanbga PeliraHa, skuin
BkasyBas, Wo gocnigpkeHHa CHIQy nigHsnmnca B noro
npesngeHTcTBi. Lle aosenocs. CHIM He icHyBaB go Peirana.

Hagitb " Talmc" noyaB 6aunTtu B ubomy abcypa. HesbnaraHHui
Haronoc Ha "X kaxe a, ane Y kaxe b ", sk npaBuno, no4as
cnabwaTwn.

The Times po3micTB peknamy Ha nepLuin ctopiHui B 2009 podi ,
BiAMOBMBCS Bifl eBHEMICTUYHOI MOBW, O ONUCYE BiHY TEPOPY B
2014 poui, i BU3HaB icHyBaHHs cnosa "ebaTb" y 2016 poui. [eski 3
UMX 3MiH, MOXNNBO, ByNn HaTXHEHi BTPATOK aBTOPUTETY:
LMdpoBa enoxa, XXOPCTKi nepeBarn po3noBCIOAXKEHHS
HanBiNbLUOro WoAEeHHOro Nanepy HaLoro mMicta BMnapoByBarnmchb,
a « nanip pekopais (HeoiLiH1A apxiB HOBUH) » panToM
[0BENOCS KOHKYpYyBaTU 3 COTHAMU, SKLLO HEe TUCAYaMU iHLLNX
HOBMHHWUX OpraHi3auin y BCbOMYy CBITi 3@ OHNavH o4Hi a6nyka.
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The Times braintrust (geniuses in charge) refused across decades
to budge an inch off its stance. Editors were like druids guarding a
thousand-year religion. When there were breakdowns, as in the
case of cocaine-snarfing fabulist Jayson Blair (made-up stories
about drug dealers), it shook the whole business. (The
characteristically understated Times admission in that case was
that the “accident” of Blair opened “credibility cracks” for
journalism).

After decades of intransigence, the paper in the Bush years began
to change. In 2004 Public Editor Daniel Okrent took on the issue
of being too deferential to both sides of political issues in a piece
called “It's Good to Be Obijective. It's Better to Be Right.” Okrent’s
example of over-balance was an obituary of Ronald Reagan that
pointed out that AIDS research had gone up in his presidency. It
had to. AIDS didn’t exist before Reagan.

Even the Times began to see the absurdity in this. The relentless
emphasis on “X says a, but Y says b” as rule began to slacken.

The Times put ads on the front page in 2009, abandoned
euphemistic language describing the War of Terror in 2014, and
recognized the existence of the word “fuck” in 2016. Some of
these changes may have been inspired by a loss of authority: in
the digital age, the hard-fought distribution advantage of our
biggest city’s biggest daily paper evaporated, and the “paper of
record (unofficial archive of news)” suddenly had to compete with
hundreds, if not thousands of other news organizations around the
world for online eyeballs.

Page-127-


https://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/05/public-editor/repairing-the-credibility-cracks-after-jayson-blair.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/14/weekinreview/its-good-to-be-objective-its-even-better-to-be-right.html
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2009/jan/06/new-york-times-advertisement
https://www.politico.com/blogs/media/2014/08/ny-times-broadens-use-of-torture-193609

Y nepiog 3 2006 poky o cepeanHmn 2010-x pp. 3aranbHa KinbKicTb
poxopais New York Times 3a3Hana piskoro 3HmkeHHs1 . Y 2008 poui
BiH OyB 3MYyLLUEHMI 3MEHLUMTN PO3MIp BUMYCKY HOBUH NPpUOBAN3HO
Ha 5%, 3MEHLWNTN 3aBOaHHA Ta 3aKpUTU OpyKapCbKy poboTy,
noyvaBLUN TPUBANUIM racno Hasag 4o KOMEePLINHOT XXUTTE34AaTHOCTI,
3aCHOBaHOI Ha UnpoBin YnTaLbkin ayautopii. Tam He Byae
OinbLUe po3noBigaT YMTadam CMOKTaTK NOro, SIKLLO BOHU HE
3pobunu sk pas leH BigHOCKMHW. AK i iHWi cMepTHi, " Tadmc"”
noBuHeH 6yB NPOCUTK KNiKiB.

Y 2016 poui, konun JoHanbg Tpamn cTaB KaHOMOATOM Big,
pecnybnikaHuiB, y JOKYMEHTI BigOynuca kapamHanbeHi 3miHi. HoBa
KoHLenuisa 6yna BuceitTneHa y croxeTi 7 cepnHs 2016 poky
xumom PyteHGeprom: « Tpamn nepesipse HOpMU 06’EKTUBHOCTI
».

CrtoBnyumk nepeocMmmcnioBaB 06'€EKTUBHICTb SIK CEHC HE MPOCTO
npaBAWBOro, ane iCTMHHOrO "CcymKeHHs1 icTopii". PyTeHb6epr gonas:

AKWo BM po3rnsgaeTe Npe3angeHTCTBo Tpamna SK LWoch
noTeHLuiHO Hebe3neyHe, TO Balla 3BIiTHICTb Oyae ue
BigoOpaxatn. Bu 6 pyxanucs 6nuxkde, Hixx konu-Hebyab Oynu
onosuuinHnmu. Lle He3pyyHa Ta HesBigaHa TepuTopisa ans
KOXXHOTO FONTIOBHOrO, HEMPUMITHOIO (06'EKTMBHOIO) XXypHanicTa,
SKOro A Konn-Hebyab 3HaB, i 3a 3BUYANHUMMK MipKamMu,
HEeMOXIUBUIA (HEMOXITUBUN) .

Ane nuTaHH4, 3 9KMM CTUKaIOTbCA BCi, €: UM 3aCTOCOBYIOTLCSA
HOpMaribHi cTaHgapTU? A SKLLIO BOHM LbOro He pobnsTh, TO WO
NOBMHHO 3aNHATU iX MicLie?

KonoHky po3yminu gk kopnopaTUBHY Micito, 0coBnmnBO Konu
penaktop [iH Bake 3aasnB NPR, wo PyteH6epr " npnbwms ii ".
Konu raseta 3BinbHuna rpomagcbkoro peaakropa J1isa Cnang, sika
LMpO nonepeauna BigMoBUTUCA Big HOPM O6'EKTUBHOCTI, Lie
MOF10 03HayaTu nepeTBopeHHs " Tadmcy" Ha " Hosy pecrnybriky,
w0 nilwna wogHa", NnepeTBopeHHs Ha "ono3uuinHni" Tadmc 6yno
oiLiHKM.

Ak 6m Times , Ak KoNUcb LiHyBaB 06'EKTUBHICTb SIK CBOKO
"HanBaXnmMBiLWy" LiHHICTb, 3MiHMB CBiW niaxia? Ak surnaganu 6
Taki 3MiHN?
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Between 2006 and the mid-2010s, New York Times overall
revenue numbers saw sharp declines. It was forced to reduce the
size of its news hole by about 5%, slash jobs, and close a printing
operation in 2008, beginning a long slog back to commercial
viability based on digital readership. There would be no more
telling readers to suck it up if they didn'’t like the Timesian attitude.
Like other mortals, the Times had to beg for clicks.

In 2016, when Donald Trump became the Republican nominee,
the paper made a dramatic change. The new concept was
elucidated in an August 7, 2016 story by Jim Rutenberg, “Trump is
testing the norms of objectivity.”

The column redefined objectivity as meaning not just true, but true
to “history’s judgment.” Rutenberg added:

If you view a Trump presidency as something that’s potentially
dangerous, then your reporting is going to reflect that. You would
move closer than you've ever been to being oppositional. That’s
uncomfortable and uncharted territory for every mainstream,
nonopinion (objective) journalist I've ever known, and by normal
standards, untenable (impossible).

But the question that everyone is grappling with is: Do normal
standards apply? And if they don’t, what should take their place?

The column was understood as a corporate mission statement,
especially when editor Dean Baquet told NPR that Rutenberg
“nailed it.” When the paper dismissed public editor Liz Spayd,
who’d acidly warned abandoning objectivity norms could mean
turning the Times into “The New Republic gone daily,” the
transformation to an “oppositional” Times was official.

How would the Times, which once treasured objectivity as its

“most important” value, alter its approach? What would such
changes look like?
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Mu 3’acosyemo.

B octaHHix TmxkHAX Yacu i Baquet ganv ny6niyHe noxoBaHHS
raseTun cMBOro ctaHgapTy o6'ekTMBHOCTI. BignoBigHo oo ceoei
Tpaauuii WaneHoro camoBmn3aHa4Y€HHs!, OrofiolleHHs 6yno
BUNAAKOBMM i NPETEH3INHNM, LLIO HagxoamMno 3a AonoMOrow
NPOCOYEHOT CTEHOrpamMum NOTEHLINHNX 3yCTpiden npauiBHuKa. Ane
BCe X Le 6yno BigkputTsiM, abo 6yno 6 y Oyab-siky iHWYy enoxy. Y
enoxy Tpamna XypHanictun negp He NoMiTUIN. BoHW NOBUHHI
MaTwn.

bakeT, sikun, 30aeTbCH, € KONMBaK4o, HEPBOBOIO OCOOUCTICTIO,
3aKnMKaB Ha HeBIiAKaaHe 3acifaHHs paTylli B noHeainok, 11
cepnHs. 3rigHO 3 NOBIAOMMNEHHAMM, BiH MaB apomat apomarTy ,
SIKUN KepyBaB KOHGabom, KM rpaBLUiB NNLLIE MiCNs TOro, SK KOoro
KOmMaHZa nporpae Aecsitb NOCninb.

Y " Talimca" 6yB BaXXkun TxkaeHb. Y HecnoAiBaHii nomunui Ha
3pasok, ska NPoOXoauTb ONA BESIMKOI IHTeNeKTyanbHOI Cyrnepeykm B
XXypHanicTuui, pegaktopy BUKOPUCTanm 3arofioBOK CTOPIHKK 1,
TPYMMN YPI'IC €EANHOCTI VS. (npotun) PAUI3M, akuin ynTadi Ta
cneuianictu Tak camo 3asiBunu, 0ye 3aHaaTo OOBIPNMBMM OIS
Tpamna. [JokyMeHT 3BUHyBayyBanu y HafaHHi HaWMM Hanagkam
Ha FOHKY (3aKnukakumn 0O PaCUCTChKUX HACTPOIB) rOSIOBHOMY
TBiTEPY (KOpUcTyBayesi Twitter) He3acnyXeHi NoniTUYHI 6anu.

Onekcangpa Okacio-KopTtec 3asBuB, o "6osry3tso" Times
"gonomorno" BepxoBeHCTBY 6inoro. Kopu bykep ckasana, Lo
XnTTa "GyKBanbHO" 3anexano Bif Kpalmx 3aronoskis " Tatmcy" .
IHTepHeT-pyx, Wob ckacyBaTu nignuckm Ha Times, KUHYBCS Yepes
Twitter.

Konu JOKyMEHT 3MiHMB OHNaNH-BEPCito 3arofioBka Ha LWOoCh BinbLu
aHoauHHe (HeuTpansHe) ("OOMOMOIA HeHaBuCT, ane He
36poi"), Pro-Trumpers npokuHyBcs. 3a ixHimu cnosamu, " Tadmc”
3HAB PaKTUYHO TOUHMIA 3arofl0BOK nvLe Ans Toro, wob
3aCrnoKoIiTK NpoAeMoKpaTnyHy ayauTopito. KenniaHHa KoHsen
npuknakana " Taimc"” BUbaumBLINCE 3a "HEAOCTaTHLO LWaneHnn".
MeHepxep kamnadii Tpamna MeTT YornkiH ckasas, Lo "gemokpatm
Big4al0Tb NepeBary CBOIN GpexnuBin po3nosidi Hag peanbHIiCTo".

O6uagi 3akngm dynu npaBunbHi. HesanexxHo Big Toro, siki BaLi
no4yTTd Woao Tpamna, ronoBa CTOpPiHKK 1 nicns MacoBoi
CTPINSHMHK, AKa MOTUBYETBLCA Pacoto, He € Micuem ans dyab-
SIKOrO PiBHS HAronoLyBaT Ha TOMY, LLO KaniTaH « [1oBEpPHUCH » -
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We’'re finding out.

In recent weeks, the Times and Baquet have given a public burial
to the paper’s hoary objectivity standard. In keeping with its
tradition of slapstick self-importance, the announcement was
accidental and pretentious, coming via a leaked transcript of a
would-be private employee meeting. Still, it was revelatory, or
would have been, in any other era. In the age of Trump, reporters
barely noticed. They should have.

Baquet, who seems to be a vacillating, nervous sort of personality,
called for an urgent staff town hall meeting on Monday, August 11.
From reports, it had the flavor of an ace pitcher leading a players-
only confab after his team loses ten in a row.

The Times had had a tough week. In an unforced error of the sort
that passes for a major intellectual controversy in journalism,
editors used a page 1 headline, TRUMP URGES UNITY
VS.(against) RACISM, that readers and pundits alike said was too
Trump-credulous. The paper was accused of giving our race-
baiting (calling on racist sentiments) tweeter-in-chief (Twitter user)
undeserved political points.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez said the “cowardice” of Times “aided”
white supremacy. Cory Booker said lives “literally” depended on
the Times having better headlines. An online movement to cancel
Times subscriptions rushed over Twitter.

When the paper changed the online version of the header to
something more anodyne (neutral) (“ASSAILING HATE BUT NOT
GUNS”), Pro-Trumpers seethed. The Times, they said, had
removed a factually accurate headline just to assuage pro-
Democratic audiences. Kellyanne Conway barked the Times was
apologizing for being “insufficiently rabid.” Trump campaign
manager Matt Wolking said “Democrats prefer their false narrative
over reality.”
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ue pacosum Uinutens. Lle 3pobuno nanip cxoxum Ha Te, LWo Le
poburno niap binoro gomy

3 iHworo 60Ky, BuganmeLm pakTMYHO TOYHMI 3arosioBOK Y
Bi4MOBIAb Ha ckapru y Twitter, siki NOBIGOMUNN KOXXHOMY
KOHCepBaTUBHOMY YK He3anexHoMmy dYntadyesi, The Times wBuaKo
3pobUTb YepBOHWUI OniBeLb Y BiANOBIAb Ha xewTer (#
CkacyBatuNYT ). Lle He BapiaHT, sikuin HaBiTb OyB BigkpuTUn s
penakTopiB y cTapi 4acu (BM He MOXeTe MaTu nanepoBux Aiten
(xionuis, siki 4OCTaBNANTE raseTu) BigpMBaTu OPYKOBaHI
3arosfioBKM), HaBITb SIKLLO BOHM OYNM HACTINLKN CXUMbHI (XOTinu) ,
LLIO BOHU HiKONK He OyB.

Ha xBuni 3aronoBHOro ckaHgany, a Takox Le ogHoro, B AKOMy
pegaktop BawwuHrroHa [)xoHaTaH BancmaH BUKOHaB psif pacoBo-
He4YyTnMBKUX TBITIB, bakeT Big4yB NOTpPeby B 3aCNOKOEHHI BIlCbK.

Lle, mabyTb, He Byno CTpaLUHOLO iAe€lo, ane XToCb 3anncas
"paTywy", B AKin 6yno 75 xeunuH cniBpobiTHUKIB " Talimcy ", KOTpi
TAHYNMCS OOHE 4O OOHOrO, siKk BOHM BBaXanw, Lo Le atmocdepa
BneBHeHOCTi. CTeHorpama TepaneBTUYHOro ceaHcy npocoyumna
noro o Lugpepy, Nigxmenoymn OinbLuUe 3aronoBkiB.
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Both criticisms were right. No matter what your feelings about
Trump, a page 1 head after a racially-motivated mass shooting is
not the place to imply on any level that Captain “Go Back” is a
racial healer. It made the paper look like it was doing White House
P.R.

On the other hand, removing a factually accurate headline in
response to Twitter complaints told every conservative or
independent reader the Times will swiftly red-pencil itself in
response to a hashtag (#CancelNYT). This was not an option that
had even been open to editors in the old days (you can’t have
paper kids (boys who deliver newspapers) snatch back print
headlines), even if they had been so inclined (wanted to), which
they never had been.

In the wake of the headline scandal, plus another in which
Washington editor Jonathan Weisman ran a series of racially-
insensitive tweets, Baquet felt a need to calm the troops.

This probably wasn'’t a terrible idea, but someone recorded the
“town hall,” which featured 75 minutes of Times staffers puking on
each other in what they somehow thought was an atmosphere of
confidence. The transcript of the therapy session was leaked it to
Slate, fueling more headlines.
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12. OcTaHHA POCiUCbKA WNUryHCbKa

icTOpifA BUrnapae ik Yyeproeum oomaHHum

megia-oomaH

Ka3ka npo Ouiera CMoJieHKOBA - 1€ JIHIIe OCTAHHE
HABAHTAaKeHHsI HA BUCOKI piBHi BS ((irus), HaknHyTe
HA HAC CHeNC/IyK0amMu

MeTtT Tanb6i14 BepecHsa 2019 poky
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12. Latest Russian spy story looks like

another elaborate media deception

The tale of Oleg Smolenkov is just the latest load of
high-level BS (bullshit) dumped on us by intelligence
agencies

Matt TaibbiSep 14, 2019

Page-131-


https://taibbi.substack.com/p/latest-russian-spy-story-looks-like
https://taibbi.substack.com/p/latest-russian-spy-story-looks-like
https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053

Konun meHi 6yno 20, s HaB4yaBcs B JleHiHrpagcbkomy
NONITEXHIYHOMY IHCTUTYTI, B Yacu paasiHcbKoi iMnepil. binbLwicte
POCisiH, SKMX A 3yCTpiB, 6ynn KyMeagHo BinNbHUMU Big, CTpecy,
BUKIMKAHOro HaCTyNnHUMM HOBUHamMu. Yomy © BOHM TypbyBanuck?
Bull-saBogu (cpirHs reHepaTopn) , sik Pocilicbka eazema i
Leningradsaya npaeda 6ynv B OCHOBHOMY 36ipkaMu TYXN1BMX
BMMYCKIB HOBWH AePXXaBHUX NepennucaHnin 3sy4aTn ik HOBUHM.

£ 6aumB, Ak y JleHiHrpagi razeT nogpibHeHi B TyLLKaHL
TyaneTHoOro nanepy, ski BAKOPUCTOBYOTbCA 3aMiCTb LUTOP Y
NPUMILLIEHHSIX TYPTOXUTKY, HaBITb 3abUTi B NigKNagky WUHENi K
isonsauia. Ane 9 He MOXY 3ragaTu POCINCbKY NIOAMHY, sika
Hacnpaegi YMTana pagsHCbKy rasety 3a 3amictom. Ocb skumMmn
MapHUMKM Bynu i "HOBUHK".

Mwu npamyemo go nogibHoro micusa. KabenbHi mepexi, pasom 3
New York Times i Washington Post, Bce 4acTiwe gitoTb Sk
JOMaLllHi opraHu ypsay, i 3okpema po3BigyBarsbHi BigOMCTBa.

Llen enizog Ha LbOMY TWXHI, LLO CTOCYETBLCA Kaskn Npo
NOTEHLMHOro aMepmnKaHCbKOro WnuryHa, "surpaHoro” 3 Pocii,
NoCumnoe Lie BpaxkeHHs. Pigko Taka HOBUHa BUSBNSIETbCA GinbLu
NPO30p0 LLAaxXpancCbKoLo.

Lla ictopia 6yna pos3buta CNN y noHeainok, 9 BepecHs, nig
3aronoskoM "Ekcknto3u: CLUA BunyuYnnu ronoBHOro WnuryHa
3cepeguHun Pociiy 2017 poui ":

MMig yac Hepo3KpUTOI paHiwwe cekpeTHoT MiciTy 2017 poui CLLUA
ycniwHo BUTArnu 3 Pocil ogHe 3 HaNNOTYXXHILLIMX NPUXOBAHUX
Jxepen BcepeauHi pocincbkoro ypaay, npo ue 3assunv CNN
YMCNEHHI YNHOBHMKM aaMmiHicTpauil Tpamna, Wwo MarTb NpsiMi
3HaHHS.

CNN B Lede (e a nepumi ab3all) nepeaas Kirlbka YacTUH
KNH4YoBUX iHhopMaLlil, @ He OAMH 3 AKUX GINCHO NiAKPECOTLCS
B OCHOBHOMY CBOEMY HeniaTBepaXeHHs icTopil:
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When | was 20, | studied at the Leningrad Polytechnical Institute,
in the waning days of the Soviet empire. Most of the Russians |
met were amusingly free of stress caused by following news. Why
would they bother? Bull-factories (Bullshit generators) like
Rossiskaya Gazeta and Leningradsaya Pravda were basically
collections of dreary government news releases rewritten to sound
like news reports.

| saw newspapers in Leningrad shredded into slivers of toilet
paper, used in place of curtains in dorm rooms, even stuffed into
overcoat linings as insulation. But | can’t recall a Russian person
actually reading a Soviet newspaper for the content. That’s how
useless its “news” was.

We're headed to a similar place. The cable networks, along with
the New York Times and Washington Post increasingly act like
house organs of the government, and in particular the intelligence
agencies.

An episode this week involving a tale of a would-be American spy
“exfiltrated” from Russia solidifies this impression. Seldom has a
news story been more transparently fraudulent.

The story was broken by CNN Monday, September 9th, under the
headline, “Exclusive: US extracted top spy from inside Russia in
2017”:

In a previously undisclosed secret mission in 2017, the United
States successfully extracted from Russia one of its highest-level
covert sources inside the Russian government, multiple Trump
administration officials with direct knowledge told CNN.

CNN’s lede (first paragraph) relayed multiple key pieces of
information, not one of which was really emphasized in the main
of its unconfirmable story:

Page-132-



e AMepuka He Tinbkn Byna wnuryHkor B ypsaai Pocii, BoHa
Marna OeKinbKOX LMNUryHiB, TeMa LbOro KOHKPETHOro TBOPY
Gyna nvwe oaHNM i3 HAMBULLIMX aMEPUKAHCLKUX axXepen

e "BupgobyTok" 3aBepLueHo "ycniwHo"
o [bxepenamu € "4ncneHHi nocagosui agmiHictpauii Tpamna"

Lls icTopis posnosina Ham, L0 HaLli LWNUryHCbKI BiooMCTBa
YCNILLHO NPOHUKINK B POCIMCBKUIN YPSA Ha HAMBULLMX PIBHSAX (Xo4a,
MabyTb, HegocTaTHLO Aobpe, Wwob nependauntn abo 3anobirtn
BMBOPUIN KamnaHii Woao BTpYYaHHS Yy BUOOPK, Npo siKi BUiXanu
OCTaHHi TpU PoKMn);

Ham Takox ckasanu, o areHuii 3aoLuagnnu 0e3uiHHUA NoACbKUIA
mxeperno we B 2017 podi, i WO us icTopia BUHUKIA BCEpeanHI
agmiHicTpauii Tpamna. Ane Hanbinbwnn po3npogax Bigbyecs y
ApYromy Ta TpeTbomy ab3auax (akueHT Min):

PiweHHA 34incHNTM ekcTpakuito Biadynoca Hesabapom nicns
2017 poky TpaBHeBoOiI 3ycTpiyi B OBanbHOMY kabGiHETi , B SIKOMY
Trump o6roBoproBanu 4OCUTbL CEKPETHY PO3BIAKY 3 MiHICTPOM
3akopaoHHux cnpae Pocii Cepriem JlaBpoBuM i TogiWwHin nocon
Pocii B CLLUA Ceprin Kncnisik. Possigka wopgo ICIJ1y Cupii 6yna
HagaHa I3painem.

OnpuntogHeHHs Npe3ngeHToM POCisiH, X04a KOHKPETHO He nNpo
POCINCBLKOro WNUryHa , CNoHykano cnyxoosuis cneucnyxot
BiHOBUTK NonepesHi ANCKYCiT NPO NOTEHLIMHMIA PU3UK
BUKPUTTS. ..

Takui Haw wnuryH 6yB TakMM Yy4OBUM, LLIO HaM CKasarnw, Lo BiH
maB "goctyn go NytiHa" i "HaBiTb Mir HagaBsaTu 300paXKeHHS
AOKYMEHTIB Ha cToni pocincekoro nigepa". Lle 6yno "3a
axepenamn CNN", uikaBum aTpmbyuieto 3 Taknx ypuBKIB:
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e America not only had a spy inside Russia’s government, it
had multiple spies, with the subject of this particular piece
being merely one of America’s “highest level” sources

e The “extraction” was completed “successfully”

e The sources are “multiple Trump administration officials”

The story told us our spy agencies successfully penetrated
Russian government at the highest levels (although apparently not
well enough to foresee or forestall the election interference
campaign the same agencies spent the last three years howling
about).

We were also told the agencies saved an invaluable human
source back in 2017, and that the story came from inside the
Trump administration. But the big sell came in the second and
third paragraphs (emphasis mine):

The decision to carry out the extraction occurred soon after a
May 2017 meeting in the Oval Office in which Trump

discussed highly classified intelligence with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and then-Russian Ambassador to the US
Sergey Kislyak. The intelligence, concerning ISIS in Syria, had
been provided by Israel.

The disclosure to the Russians by the President, though not
about the Russian spy specifically, prompted intelligence
officials to renew earlier discussions about the potential risk of
exposure...

So great was this spy of ours, we were told, that he had “access to
Putin” and “could even provide images of documents on the
Russian leader’s desk.” This was “according to CNN’s sources,”
an interesting attribution given passages like this:
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I[bxepeno BBaxanocs gkepenom Hansuworo pisHs angd CLUA y
Kpewmni, BUCOKO B iHbpaCTpyKTypi HauioHanbHoi 6e3nekun, 3a
cnoBamu gxepena, 3HanomMoro 3 UMM MUTaHHAM Ta KOMULLHBOO
BMCOKOMNOCTAaBMNEHOro NpeAcTaBHUKa PO3BigKN.

[lns kpaiH TpeTboro CBiTy XapakTepHO, L0 CBIT pPO3Bigk/ Ta
3acobu MacoBoi iHhopMaLlii nepenniTalTbCs 4OCTaTHLO, OO He
3aBxam 6yno 3po3ymino, Ym penopTepu Ta penopTaxi - e OAuH i
TOW e Hapog. Konu Bn BMukaeTe Tenesizop y baHaHoBMX
pecnybrnikax, BU HIKONK He 3HaETe, sika rpyna po3MOBISAE 3 BaMU.

3apas mu B Tir ke napagurmi B AMepuui. 3a OCTaHHI Kiflbka pokiB
CNN HanHsina mamxke LEeCsATOK KONMULLHIX CnyX60BLiB pO3BigKkM 4mn
KOHTPPO3BIAKW SIK aHaniTUKIB. Ix Benukum 3006yTTsam 6ys
KOSNMULLIHIN gmnpekTop HauioHanbHoI po3Biaku [xenmc Knannep,
ane 3apas BOHM TaKOXX MatTb KOJTULIHBOrO 3aCTyMHMKA rorioBum
OBP EHgpto MakKabi , konuwHboro pagHuka OBP hxerimca
Bewnkepa Ta Kinbkox KONuLWHiX YiHoBHMKIB LIPY, HCA 1a HBEK.

Tum vyacowm, konuwHin gnpektop LPY [xoH bpeHaH Mae KoHLepT
MSNBC / NBC (TpyaoBuii OOroBip) , SIK i KOMMULLUHIA KEPIBHUK
anapaty LUPY Tta MiHicTepcTBa BHyTpiLlWHiX cnpas xepemi bawu
Ta Kifnbka iHWKX ekc-waxpaie. Washington Post HanexuTb
[xedd besoc, Skuin NOgBOETLCA B AKOCTi reHeparibHOro
OVpeKTopa ogHiel 3 aMepuKaHCbKMX HanbiNbLLIMX PO3BiAOK
nigpsagHvKiB (NocTavyarnbHUKIB 30BHILLHIX NpaLLiBHUKIB) .

Lla ogiosHa cutyauis cxoxa Ha 2003-2004 pokun, konn kabenbHi
Mepexi Niapobnsanu yknageHi yroam Ha KOXXHOro KONMLWHBbOro
reHepana Ta ekc-Laxpasd, SKoro BOH1 MOIIv 3HanTw,
noBigoMNAYM Npo BTOPrHeHHA B Ipak. OgHoro pasy FAIR.org
BUABMB, WO 52 BiACOTKM AXXepesn Y MepexeBux HOBUHaX - Lie
HWHILLIHI Y1 KOMWLLHI YPAOO0Bi YHOBHUKM.

Yucna B aHumM Yac He 30BCiM , Lo nepekic, ane CNN i MSNBC
obuasa KOMULLHIX pO3pobHUKIB CTapLUumMx NOcagoBux ocib po3Biaku
, SIKi KOMEeHTap Mo icTopil , B IKUX BOHW Manu 6e3nocepenHto
y4yacTtb, 0cobnmBo poacnigyBaHHsa Pocil.
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The source was considered the highest-level source for the US
inside the Kremlin, high up in the national security infrastructure,
according to the source familiar with the matter and a former
senior intelligence official.

It's a characteristic of third world countries to have the intelligence
world and the media be intertwined enough that it's not always
clear whether the reporters and the reported-about are the same
people. When you turn on the TV in Banana Republics, you're
never sure which group is talking to you.

We’re now in that same paradigm in America. CNN has hired
nearly a dozen former intelligence or counterintelligence officials
as analysts in the last few years. Their big get was former Director
of National Intelligence James Clapper, but they also now have
former deputy FBI chief Andrew McCabe, former FBI counsel
James Baker, and multiple former CIA, NSA, and NSC officials.

Meanwhile, former CIA director John Brennan has an
MSNBC/NBC gig (employment contract), as does former CIA and
DOD chief of staff Jeremy Bash, and several other ex-spooks. The
Washington Post is owned by Jeff Bezos, who doubles as the
CEO of one of America’s largest intelligence contractors (provider
of outside workers).

This odious situation is similar to 2003-2004, when cable networks
were tossing contributor deals to every ex-general and ex-spook
they could find while they were reporting on the Iraqg invasion. At
one point, FAIR.org found that 52 percent of the sources in
network newscasts were current or former government officials.

The numbers now aren’t quite that skewed, but CNN and MSNBC
both employ former senior intelligence officials who comment
upon stories in which they had direct involvement, especially the
Russia investigation.
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Y tBOpi CNN nNpo BULLYKAHOMO WNUIYHA UUTYETLCS "KOMULLHIN
BMLWMIN cnyx6oBeLb po3Bigku", BCIOAUCYLLNA NEPCOHAX, AKUN
CTaB Cy4aCHOK aMepUKaHCbKoK Bepcieto Macku Masg dokca . A
3anuTae y Mepexi, sika iX no3uuis Woa4o Toro, Ym BOHN He
3000B’A3aHi posronoLlysaTt iHhopMaLito, KoK (Yu SIKLLO)
oxepenom 6yB XTOCb i3 iXHIX BNacHUX npauiBHuKiB. BoHu He
BignoBinu.

YUepes kinbka roguH nicns Toro, sk B gonosigi CNN 3namae, 10
Hbto - Mopk Tatimc 6y noTpiiiHuin bylined wmarok 3 nig Haseoo «
LIPY IHdbopmaTop ButarHyTi 3 Pocii npucnana cekpetu CLUA B
NpoTArom GaraTbox A4eCcATUNITL .» HanncaHi Tpboma iXHiMK
NPOBIAHMMN NMNCbMEHHUKaMK 3 HaLlioHanbHOI be3neku, Agam
Nongman, xyniaH bapHc Ta Odesig CaHrep, icTopia nosTopuna
iHdbopmauito CNN, ane 3 CyTTEBO Pi3HULIEID:

YuHoBHukn LIPY, cTtyp6oBaHi 6e3nekoto, HanpukiHui 2016 poky
NPUAHANN BaXKe PiLleHHS 3anponoHyBaTn BUTANTU JXeperno 3
Pocii. Cutyauist ctana we 6inbLlu HanNpPy>XeHOo, KONx crno4vaTky
iHdhopmaTop BiAMOBMBCS, NOCMMAYUCH HA CiMENHI Npobnemu ...

CNN nosigomnsie (i npogoBXye NoBigoMnATH), LWo "pilleHHsa" npo
BIQCTOPOHEHHS LWNMryHa Npuiwno "Hesabapom nicns 3ycTpivi B
TpaBHi 2017 poky". " Talimc", cnnpatovmch Ha IHTEPB'IO 3 BrIaCHO
napTieto "HMHILLHIX Ta KOSTMLLIHIX YAHOBHUKIB", Hanomnsirae Ha Tomy,
Lo "BaXkke piweHHs" 6yno npunHaTo B KiHUi 2016 poky. " " Tadmc”
3a3HauuB, LLO AKeperno "cnoyaTky Bigmosumnocsa" 6ytu
BUTYYEHUM, MOSICHIOOYM 3aTPUMKY NOFO BUITYYEHHS.

Ak 3po3ymiTn Bce ue? Washington Post po3nosiab LenH Xappic i
Ennen Hakawima Bunyctunum B 6:06 Ha HacTynHWi paHok, « CLUA
oTpMManu kno4oBumn aktne 3 Pocii nicnga Bubopis 3romy (oHnamH
BUKpaaeHHs faHnx 3 cepeepis DNC) " npugymanu octaTtoyHy
dopmyny. o6 nobauntn cknagHy, abcypaHy putopudHy
nobyanoBy NOBHICTHO, Tpeba, Ha Xarnb, UMTyBaTu:

Y 2017 poui CLWA sutarnu 3 Pocii Baxxnuse gxepeno LIPY ...
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The CNN piece about the exfiltrated spy quotes a “former senior
intelligence official,” a ubiquitous character that has become
modern America’s version of the Guy Fawkes mask. | asked the
network what their position was on whether or not they felt
obligated to make a disclosure when (or if) a source was one of
their own employees. They haven’t responded.

Within hours after the CNN report broke, the New York Times had
a triple-bylined piece out entitled, “C.I.A. Informant Extracted From
Russia Had Sent Secrets to U.S. for Decades.” Written by three of
their top national security writers, Adam Goldman, Julian Barnes
and David Sanger, the story repeated the CNN information, but
with a crucial difference:

C.1.A. officials worried about safety made the arduous decision in
late 2016 to offer to extract the source from Russia. The situation
grew more tense when the informant at first refused, citing family
concerns...

CNN reported (and continues to report) that the “decision” to
remove the spy came “soon after a May 2017 meeting.” The
Times, based on interviews with its own batch of “current and
former officials,” insisted the “arduous decision” came in “late
2016.” The Times noted the source “at first refused” to be
extracted, explaining the delay in his removal.

How to understand all of this? A Washington Post story by Shane
Harris and Ellen Nakashima released at 6:06 the next morning,
“U.S. got key asset out of Russia following election hacking
(online stealing of data from DNC servers),” came up with the final
formula. To see the complex, absurd rhetorical construction in full,
one unfortunately has to quote at length:

In 2017, the United States extracted from Russia an important CIA
source...
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EkcohinbTpauia Bigbynacsa gecb nicns 3acigaHHa OBanbHOro
BigomcTBa y TpaBHi 2017 poky, konu npe3vaeHT Tpamn po3KpuB
BMCOKoKBanidhikoBaHy iHopMaLito NPo KOHTPTEPOPU3M
POCIMCBbKOMY MIHICTPY 3aKOPAOHHMX cripaB Ta nocry ...

Lle onpuniogHeHHs TPUBOXMNO CNy>KO0BLiB HaLioHanbHOI
6esnekun CLUA, ane ue He 6yno NPUYMHOIO PiLLEHHS NPO
BUNYYEHHS (MpuBe3eHHa gogomy) aktmuey LIPY, sike npoTsarom
OecsTn pokiB Hagano iHopmadito o CLUA, sk cTBepaKyOTb
HUHILLHI Ta KOMWULUHI YUHOBHUKM.

Crapi peknamHi ponuku Reese's Peanut Butter Cup
BMKOPWUCTOBYBanu MiTky: " Bu oTpumanu cBin Wwokonag y Moemy
apaxicoBomMy mMacni ". g ictopis nybnikauii : "Bu oTpumanu csoe
pilueHHa 2016 poky B MoeMy BULLIYKYBaHHi 2017 poky!"

Y raseTi HaxabHO cnnavyrTbCA ABi HENOEAHAHI PO3MNOBIAi, B AKNX
NOeTbCs NPo Te, LWO LWNUIYH, SKUN HagaB LiHHY iHopMaLito y
2016 poui, 6yB Buny4eHumn Ha nodatky 2017 poky, nicna 3ycTpidi
Tpamna-JlaBpoBa. Xo4a usi NOCNIAOBHICTb MOXxe OyTn
XPOHOMOrYHO NPaBUNbHOK, BMACHi aBTOPX pO3MoBigatoTh, WO
3ycTpiy Tpamna-JlaBpoBa "He Gyna NpnYMHOK" 4N BUKPUBIIEHHS.
To yomy ue 3ragyBaTn? binblwe Toro, kum 6yna usa nioguHa, i aka
Oyna cnpaexHsa NnpudnHa Noro BMBe3eHHsa 3 Pocii?

Y BiBTOpPOK, 10 BEpPECHS, pocCiiicbKa raseTta « KommepcaHm *»
onpungHuIa iM’s WnuryHa. BoHn BU3Ha4Mnm noro sk nocagoBLs
M3C cepenHboro piBHA Ha im's Onera CmoneHkoBa.
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The exfiltration took place sometime after an Oval Office meeting
in May 2017, when President Trump revealed highly classified
counterterrorism information to the Russian foreign minister and
ambassador...

That disclosure alarmed U.S. national security officials, but it was
not the reason for the decision to remove (bring home) the CIA
asset, who had provided information to the United States for more
than a decade, according to the current and former officials.

The old Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup commercials used the tagline,
“You got your chocolate in my peanut butter.” This Post story is,
“You got your 2016 decision in my 2017 exfiltration!”

The paper brazenly fuses two unconnected narratives, telling us
that a spy who had provided valuable information in 2016 was
extracted in early 2017, after the Trump-Lavrov meeting. While
that sequence may be chronologically correct, the story’s own
authors say the Trump-Lavrov meeting was “not the reason” for
the exfiltration. So why mention it? Moreover, who was this
person, and what was the real reason his removal from Russia
was necessary?

On Tuesday, September 10th, the Russian newspaper
Kommersant* disclosed the name of the spy. They identified him
as a mid-level Foreign Ministry official named Oleg Smolenkov.
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13. M B nocTimHOMY nepeBoOpPoTi

AMepHuKaHIi He320apoM MOXKYThb M00aKaTH, 100 BOHH
NPOCTO YeKAIH, 00 BOHHU MPOroJIOCYBAJIN 32 BUXI] 3
enoxu Tpamma

MeTT Tanb66i11 xxoBTHA 2019 poky

A nepexuB Kinbka nepesBopoTiB. BoHM 6oXeBiNbHI, BUNagkoBi Ta
XaxnuBi, Ak neperngz cropty (Nno Tenesizopy) , 3@ BUHATKOM
BaLLOro NOmiTU4HOro ManbyTHLOTO.
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13. We're in a permanent coup

Americans might soon wish they just waited to vote
their way out of the Trump era

Matt Taibbi Oct 11, 2019

I've lived through a few coups. They're insane, random, and
terrifying, like watching sports (on TV), except your political future
depends on the score.
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Bigbi nounHaeTbCs TOAI, KOMW KINHOYOBMIA YNHOBHUK BUPILLYE
BUKYNUTK (BopoTncA 3) BUKOHABYOI Bfiaaun. 3 LbOro MOMEHTY ypsag
CTa€ BUCOKOLLBUAKICHUM MigpaxyHKOM rofloBu (4rieHOM KoManan) .
Y KOro B CTONMUi eNeKTpoCcTaHLisa, aeponopT, noniuisa? Ckinbkn
HadanbHWKIB Big4inie BignosigaTb Ha cBOI TenedoHn? XTo nuwe
CbOrofHilWHI0 edip HOBUH?

Konun KOB y 1991 poui cnpofyBano BigHOBUTU KOHTPOSb Hag
pyrHytoumm PagsHcekum Coto3om, nomictmBum Muxarina
Fop6ayoBa nig apewwT Ta Hamarauncb 3axonuTn Mocksy,
noricTuka yxsanuna piweHHs. Ekinax bopuca €nbuuHa ixae go
pocincbkoro binoro gomy y 3BMYanHux aBToMobinsx , noémsLn
3moBHUKIB KB, ski Hamaranucs gictatucs 4o mMicusi pocincbkoro
ypsiay B 6poHeTexHiui. KnioyoBnii MOMEHT HacTaB, KONW OOWUH 3
niogen €nbumHa, Onekcanap Pyubkuii - SKnin Yepes aBa poku cam
Ou BiB AepXaBHU NEPEBOPOT NPOTU ENbLMHA - NepeBaXkas Ha
Manopa B TaHKOBIN YacTuHI, W06 ockapxxyBaTh Haka3u KB i
BKOYATK "3M04YMHLIB".

Mwu paBHO He wKkodyBanu Lboro 60xeBinnga B AMepuui. Hawoto
LlepeMOHi€eto nigpaxyHKy ronosok 6ys [leHb Bubopis. Mu pobunu
Le pas Ha YoTUpPU POKMN.

Lle Bce, B enoxy Tpamna.

Y yeTBEp NPONyHANM HOBUHM, WO OBOE Oi3HECMEHIB 3as8BMNU, LLIO
"po3bupanu HibuTo BUBYXOBY iHhOPMaLLit0 NPO KOPYMLito,
nos’sa3any 3 Xinnapi KniHtoH ta [xo bangeHom", 6ynu
3aapeluToBaHi B aeponopty [lanneca 3a "nopyLieHHs
diHaHcyBaHH4 ariTauii ". [Bi irypu, Sk CTBEpPIXKYETLCS, €
MiLLKaHLSMN (HE3aKOHHUMW rPOLLOBMMW HOCIAMM), LLLO HECYTb
"Opya" oemokparTiB, AKMX BUMaratoTb Tpamn Ta Moro ocobumcTui
apBsokat Pyai [xyniaHi.
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The kickoff begins when a key official decides to buck (fight
against) the executive. From that moment, government becomes
a high-speed head-counting (team member) exercise. Who'’s got
the power plant, the airport, the police in the capital? How many
department chiefs are answering their phones? Who’s writing
tonight’s newscast?

When the KGB in 1991 tried to reassume control of the crumbling
Soviet Union by placing Mikhail Gorbachev under arrest and
attempting to seize Moscow, logistics ruled. Boris Yeltsin’s crew
drove to the Russian White House in ordinary cars, beating KGB
coup plotters who were trying to reach the seat of Russian
government in armored vehicles. A key moment came when one
of Yeltsin’s men, Alexander Rutskoi — who two years later would
himself lead a coup against Yeltsin — prevailed upon a Major in a
tank unit to defy KGB orders and turn on the “criminals.”

We have long been spared this madness in America. Our head-
counting ceremony was Election Day. We did it once every four
years.

That’s all over, in the Trump era.

On Thursday, news broke that two businessmen said to have
“peddled supposedly explosive information about corruption
involving Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden” were arrested at Dulles
airport on “campaign finance violations.” The two figures are
alleged to be bagmen (illicit money carriers) bearing “dirt” on
Democrats, solicited by Trump and his personal lawyer, Rudy
Giuliani.
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JleBa lNapHaca Ta Irops ®pymaHa nonpocaTb HagaTn 4eno3nTn
CrigYnM iMMiYMeHTY. BoHM, SiK NOBIAOMISETLCS, BiAMOBAATLCS. IX
aasokaT [xoH [ayn Takox 3asBnse, Wwo "BiAMOBUTLCS BUCTYNaTU
nepea KoMmiTeTaMmm nanar, WO po3cnigyoTb nNpesngeHTa
Honanbga Tpamna". Tum yacom PpymaH i lNMapHac cTBeEpAXYOTh,
LLIO BOHM Marnu pearnbHy 3HeBaXnmBy iHopmadito npo bangeHa
Ta iHWKX nonitukie, ane "ypsia CLUA BMABMB HE3HAYHUI iHTEpEC
00 OTPUMaHHS MOro oilintHMMK KaHanamn'".

[ns amepukaHuiB, siKi He 3HaOMi 3 MOBOKO TPETLOrO CBITY, Lie ABa
KOHTPACTHI 3anepedeHHst NoniTUYHOT NeriTMMHOCTiI.

Yonosikun, siki € npeagctasHukamu JoHanbaa Tpamna ta Pyai
IbxyniaHi B Wi icTopii, CTBEPAXYIOTb, WO "odiLiiHi kaHanu" Gynu
NOLUKODKEHI. TMM Yacom cmnu, LWo NigTPUMYOTb iMAIYMEHT,
roOBOpPATb HaM, WO Ti caMi 06BMHYyBaYEHI NEPELLKOIKATh
3aKOHHOMY PO3ChiAyBaHHIO iMMIYMEHTY.

Llen ocTaHHIn iHUMOEHT, WO NpoTUAIAB MaHil iMNiYMEHTY Ta, K
noBigoMNAeTbCA, "poswmnproe” poscnigysaHHs " Pociarent "
npokypopa CLUA [xoHa [Japema, npuckoptoe HaLly LiKany Yyacy
0o xaocy. Mu pyxaemocb 00 cuTyalii, KOnm XTOCb i3 Lmx Tabopis
BIOMOBNSAETLCA BMKOHYBATUN FOfIOBHUN yKa3, Haka3 Npo apeLuT uun
piLLeHHA cyay, i B e MOMEHT aMepuKaHLi 3MOXYTb Big4yTH
pagoLi CBOro NofiTMYHOro ManbyTHBLOrO, WO BUPILLYHOTLCS
TenedOHHNUMM A3BiHKaMM reHepanam Ta nosiuii Ha4YanbHUKN.

Min anckomdopT 3a OCTaHHI Kinbka pokis - cnoyaTtky 3 "
Pocrenrentom", a Tenep 3 " YkpalHoorent" Ta iMniumMeHTy,
BMMMMBAE 3 BipwW, WO N0AM, SKi HaNnonernmeo HanonararTb Ha
OOCTPOKOBOMY BiACTOPOHEHHI Tpamna, Hebe3neyHiwi 3a Tpamna.
BaraTto amepukaHuiB LbOro He 6avaTb, TOMY LLIO BOHM HE 3BUKNK
npokngaTnCA B KpaiHi, e BM HE BNEBHEHI, kuM Oyae npe3ngeHT,
BHOMYI. BOHW He po3yMitoTb, LLO Lie 3arpo3a ripe, HiXX noraHun
npes3ngeHT.

139



Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman will be asked to give depositions to
impeachment investigators. They’re reportedly going to refuse.
Their lawyer John Dowd also says they will “refuse to appear
before House Committees investigating President Donald Trump.”
Fruman and Parnas meanwhile claim they had real derogatory
information about Biden and other politicians, but “the U.S.
government had shown little interest in receiving it through official
channels.”

For Americans not familiar with the language of the Third World,
that’s two contrasting denials of political legitimacy.

The men who are the proxies for Donald Trump and Rudy Giuliani
in this story are asserting that “official channels” have been
corrupted. The forces backing impeachment, meanwhile, are
telling us those same defendants are obstructing a lawful
impeachment inquiry.

This latest incident, set against the impeachment mania and the
reportedly “expanding” Russiagate investigation of U.S. Attorney
John Durham, accelerates our timeline to chaos. We are speeding
toward a situation when someone in one of these camps refuses
to obey a major decree, arrest order, or court decision, at which
point Americans will get to experience the joys of their political
futures being decided by phone calls to generals and police
chiefs.

My discomfort in the last few years, first with Russiagate and now
with Ukrainegate and impeachment, stems from the belief that the
people pushing hardest for Trump’s early removal are more
dangerous than Trump. Many Americans don’t see this because
they’re not used to waking up in a country where you’re not sure
who the president will be by nightfall. They don’t understand that
this predicament is worse than having a bad president.
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MpesngeHTcTBo Tpamna nepLinmMm BUABUIIO MNOBHOLIHHMIA PO3KO
MiX pO3BigyBarnbHO cninbHOTOW Ta binum gomom. Ctapui giavi
LIPY, AHB, ®BP Ta iHwunx areHTCTB 3pobunu BiakpuTy nepepsy y
CBOro noTeHuinHoro 6oca we o iHaerypadii Tpamna,
po3novaBLun NyoniyHy BilHY BUTOKIB, SIKka HE NPUMUHUIIACA.

Mepnin Benuknin nocTpin 6y 3adikcoBaHW Ha NOYaTKy Ci4HSA
2017 poky yepe3s 3aronioBok CNN.com, " HayanbHukM Intel
(po3Bigkun) noganu Tpamny NpeTeHsii POCINCbKMX 3YCWUIb Ha NOro
Komnpowmic ". Lls1 po3noBigb Npo npeseHTauito gonosiai
KonuwHboro 6putaHcbkoro wnuryHa Kpictodepa Ctina nepeg
obpaHnm TogiWwHIM npe3angeHToM TpamMnom 7 CiyHsa po3novanacs
Tak:

KnacudikoBaHi JOKYMEHTW, NpeacTaBfeHi MUHYNOro TUXHSA
npe3ngeHTy Obami Ta HoBoOOpaHomy npe3naeHTy Tpamny,
BKMtOYanun TBEpPAXXEHHS, LLO POCIACBKI onepaTUBHUKA
CTBEPOXYHOTb, O MaOTb KOMNPOMETYIOHY 0COBUCTY Ta
cdiHaHcoBY iH(bopMaLito Npo Mictepa Tpamna, NoBIAOMATb
CNN uncnenHi nocagosui CLUA, siki MatoTb NpsiMi 3HaHHS Mpo
IHCTPYKTaxi.

UeTBepo HavanbHKKiB po3Biakm y PP Dxenmc Kowmi, [>xoH
BpeHaH, LIPY, Maiik Pogxepc, i anpektop HauioHanbHOI po3Biaku
[bxermc Knannep, noganv Npes3naeHTy, SK1in NpUIALLIOB,
NonNiTUYHO 3rybHy iHdopmaLito, B AaHOMY BMMaAKy - 3BiT Npo
npuBaTHE OMNO3ULLINHE OOCMIOKEHHS. .

Kpim ycboro iHLWOoro, ToMy L0 HOBMHM MOTpPanuiiv B TON e Yac,
konu Buzzfeed Bupiwmne onybnikyBatu Bce gocke " Cmpineybki
oombun" Crina, XXypHanictn nposenu uen TWKOeHb, OOEPKUMI He
PEXMMOM BUXOAY CHOXETY, a nNpo "npeTteHsii". 3okpema,
ayauVTOPI0 BUKMMKANW 3BMHYBAYE€HHSA B TOMY, LLO POCISIHA
HamaralTbCs LWaHTaxyBaTh Tpamna 3a JONOMOro AoKasiB npo
30510TYy BEYipKy, 3aMOBIEHY Ha MidKKy, KONMCb cnaB cam bapak
Ob6ama.

Twitter BubyxHyB . >KogHa iHwa HOBUHHa icTopia He mae
3Ha4veHHs. [poTArom HacTynHMX ABOX POKIB "npeTeHsii" Ha
KOoMnpoMmic i "TpuBanuin" Tpamn Ha pocincbkuin "oBMmiH" BUCINKN Hag
Binum pomom, sk [lamoknas meu.
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The Trump presidency is the first to reveal a full-blown schism
between the intelligence community and the White House. Senior
figures in the CIA, NSA, FBI and other agencies made an open
break from their would-be boss before Trump’s inauguration,
commencing a public war of leaks that has not stopped.

The first big shot was fired in early January, 2017, via a CNN.com
headline, “Intel (intelligence) chiefs presented Trump with claims
of Russian efforts to compromise him.” This tale, about the
January 7th presentation of former British spy Christopher
Steele’s report to then-President-elect Trump, began as follows:

Classified documents presented last week to President Obama
and President-elect Trump included allegations that Russian
operatives claim to have compromising personal and financial
information about Mr. Trump, multiple US officials with direct
knowledge of the briefings tell CNN.

Four intelligence chiefs in the FBI’'s James Comey, the CIA’s John
Brennan, the NSA’s Mike Rogers, and Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper, presented an incoming president with
a politically disastrous piece of information, in this case a piece of
a private opposition research report.

Among other things because the news dropped at the same time
Buzzfeed decided to publish the entire “bombshell” Steele dossier,
reporters spent that week obsessing not about the mode of the
story’s release, but about the “claims.” In particular, audiences
were rapt by allegations that Russians were trying to blackmail
Trump with evidence of a golden shower party commissioned on a
bed once slept upon by Barack Obama himself.

Twitter exploded. No other news story mattered. For the next two
years, the “claims” of compromise and a “continuing” Trump-
Russian “exchange” hung over the White House like a sword of
Damocles.
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Mano xTo uikaBMBCSA MOTUBaMU ONPUITIOAHEHHS LiET icTopii. Ak
BMsIBUNOCSA, 6yno ABa NOSICHEHHS - ogHe, sike 6yno onpuniogHeHe,
i ogHe, Ake 3'aBunoca nuwe nisHiwe. MNybniyHe BMNpaBaaHHSA,
BuknageHe B ctatti CNN, nondrano B Tomy, wo6 "gatu 3po3ymiti
HOBOOGpaHOMY NPEe3nAEHTY, WO TaKi 3BUHYBAYE€HHS, NOB'A3aHi 3
HUM, NOLLMPIOOTLCA cepen cneucnyxo".

OgHak, Mmun 3Haemo, Wo Big 3anucy Komi Big 7 ciuHs 2017 poky Ao
aenytaTta EHgpto MakKenba Ta reHepanbHoro pagHuka ®BP
Ixenmca Benkepa 6yno we ogHe nNosicHeHHs1. Komi Hanucas:

£ ckasaB, WO He Kaxy, WO ue npaeaa, TifbKK WO s XOTiB, LWob
[Tpamn] 3HaB i Te, Wwo 6yno nosiaoMMeHo, i Wo 3BiTK Bynu y
GaraTbox pykax. A ckasas, Lo Taki megia, ak CNN, manu ix i
LUyKanu radok HOBUH. A ckasas, L0 BaXXNNBO, WOO MU He ganu im
npuBody Hanucatu, wo PEP mae maTepian abo [BigpegaroBaHo], i
LLIO MW TPMMAEMO NOro ayxe 6nm3bko.

YaBiTb, 9kOn nogibHa cntyauist mana micue B cidHi 2009 poky, 3a
y4yacTi obpaHoro npesugeHTa bapaka O6amu. MNpegcrasnsinTte
3ycTpiv Mixk O6amoto Ta kepiBHukamu LIPY, AHB ta ®BP, pasowm i3
DIA, B sikii HOBOOOpaHOMY Npe3angeHTy NoAaeTbCA 3BIT,
cknageHun, ckaximo, Judicial Watch, 3BuHyBadyto4m 1oro y
3B’saA3kax 3 Anb-Kaigoto . [lani yaBiTb, WO BOHM kaxxyTb Ob6ami, Lo
BOHW NPeACTaBnATb MOMY L0 iHopMaLito, Wwob gatu nomy
3HaTW NPO 3arpo3y LWaHTaxy, i 3aNeBHUTK NOro, LLIO BOHU HE
AanyTb iHbopMauiiHMM areHuisMm "radqok” nybnikyBaTtv HOBUHM.

A Tenep yaBiTb, AKOM LA HOBMHA 3’ABMNacs Ha Fox aHsaMu
nigHiwe. YaBiTb cobi, L0 NPOTAroM POKY OAMH i3 YOTUPbOX
YMHOBHUKIB CTaB nnaTtHum gonucom dokca. [lemokpatu
empamsime pO3yM Y Ui cuTyauii.
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Few were interested in the motives for making this story public. As
it turned out, there were two explanations, one that was made
public, and one that only came out later. The public justification as
outlined in the CNN piece, was to “make the President-elect
aware that such allegations involving him [were] circulating among
intelligence agencies.”

However, we know from Comey’s January 7, 2017 memo to
deputy Andrew McCabe and FBI General Counsel James Baker
there was another explanation. Comey wrote:

| said | wasn’t saying this was true, only that | wanted [Trump] to
know both that it had been reported and that the reports were in
many hands. | said media like CNN had them and were looking for
a news hook. | said it was important that we not give them the
excuse to write that the FBI has the material or [redacted] and that
we were keeping it very close-hold.

Imagine if a similar situation had taken place in January of 2009,
involving president-elect Barack Obama. Picture a meeting
between Obama and the heads of the CIA, NSA, and FBI, along
with the DIA, in which the newly-elected president is presented
with a report complied by, say, Judicial Watch, accusing him of
links to al-Qaeda. Imagine further that they tell Obama they are
presenting him with this information to make him aware of a
blackmail threat, and to reassure him they won’t give news
agencies a “hook” to publish the news.

Now imagine if that news came out on Fox days later. Imagine
further that within a year, one of the four officials became a paid
Fox contributor. Democrats would lose their minds in this set of
circumstances.
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OgHak, 3gebinbLioro, KpaiHa He BTpadana po3ymy, TOMy LLO B
enisogi He 6yno 3adgikcoBaHO TpaauLINHO dirypy npesngeHTa, sk
O6ama, i He Byno 3p03yMino, Lo BOHA CNpsiMOBaHa Ha iHCTUTYT
«binoro gomy» abcTpakTHO.

HaTtomicTb ue 6yna ictopia npo raHebHO KOpymMnoBaHOro ocobm
HoHanbga Tpamna - waxpas, Wo xanae KUubKy, K1 Noxsannecs
BUKOPUCTaHHAM BaHKpyTCTBa And BTevi Big 6opry Ta nyoniyHo
noxsanue Bonognmupa lNyTiHa. AyauTopia Bipuna
3BWHYBa4YEeHHSIM NPOTH Liei ocobm i 6ayuna, Wwo cninbHoTa
PO3BigKN / KOHTPPO3BIOKN i€ SK NATPIOTUYHO, pobnsYmn BCe
MOXnuBe, Wob Hac iHdopMyBanu nNpo BCe e HeBaane
po3cnigyBaHHA Npe3naeHTa-waxpas.

Ane napanenbHa icTopis 6yna npoirHopoeaHa. Butoku
po3BigyBasnbHOT CMiSIbHOTWM HaNYaCTilLe CTOCYTHCSA 30BHILLHbBOI
noniTnkn. BuTik ciyHeBol 2017 poky "3ycTpidi" M YyoTupma
HayanbHVKamu Ta Tpamnom - sika 6e3 CyMHiBy noLukoguna sk
Npe3ngeHTCTBO, Tak i cTaHOBMLWE AMEPUKM 38 KOPAOHOM - Byro
6e3npeueaeHTHUM aKTOM HEMOKOPMU.

Lle Takox 6yno cMinuBnMm HOBUM NMPOrpeCOM Y BHYTPILLHIO
NoniTUKy cneucnyxo, siki B OCTaHHi AeCATURNITTS noyanu
CTBEPAXKYBaTU BCINAKI NAKaloyi HOBi MOBHOBaXKEHHS. BoHM
BUKpadanu iHo3eMuiB, 34icHioBann BGMBCTBO 6e3MiNOTHNKOM,
NpoBOAUNM BOEHI30BaHi onepadii 6e3 NoBigoOMITEHHS KOHIpecy,
OyoyBanu MbkHapoAHWI apxinenar TaEMHUX TIOPEM, a TakoX
Opanu y4acTtb y MacoBomy 6e33acTepexHoMy Harnsagi 3a
amepukaHusmu. Mu 3’acyBanu B CygoBiln cnpasi nue MUHYNoro
TWDKHS, HaCKinbkn macwtabHum 6yno He3akoHHe AOMalLLHE
crnocTtepexeHHs1, konn PBP 3aincHMNO gecaTky TMcsaY
0e3npobnemHux OBLLIYKIB 3a y4acTio aMEPUKAHCLKNX eNTEKTPOHHUX
nnCTiB Ta HoMepiB TenedoHiB nig Burnggom 6opotsom 3
iHO3EMHOI0 MigPVBHOK AIANbHICTIO.
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The country mostly did not lose its mind, however, because the
episode did not involve a traditionally presidential figure like
Obama, nor was it understood to have been directed at the
institution of “the White House” in the abstract.

Instead, it was a story about an infamously corrupt individual,
Donald Trump, a pussy-grabbing scammer who bragged about
using bankruptcy to escape debt and publicly praised Vladimir
Putin. Audiences believed the allegations against this person and
saw the intelligence/counterintelligence community as acting
patriotically, doing their best to keep us informed about a still-
breaking investigation of a rogue president.

But a parallel story was ignored. Leaks from the intelligence
community most often pertain to foreign policy. The leak of the
January, 2017 “meeting” between the four chiefs and Trump —
which without question damaged both the presidency and
America’s standing abroad — was an unprecedented act of
insubordination.

It was also a bold new foray into domestic politics by intelligence
agencies that in recent decades began asserting all sorts of
frightening new authority. They were kidnapping foreigners,
assassinating by drone, conducting paramilitary operations
without congressional notice, building an international archipelago
of secret prisons, and engaging in mass warrantless surveillance
of Americans. We found out in a court case just last week how
extensive the illegal domestic surveillance has been, with the FBI
engaging in tens of thousands of warrantless searches involving
American emails and phone numbers under the guise of
combating foreign subversion.
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HoBuIn TpIoK areHTCTB - Le BCTaBNATU cebe y BHYTPILLHIO
NOniTUKY, BUKOPUCTOBYHOYM BUTOKM Ta Tuck 3MI. 3ycTpiy «wwedis 3
nUTaHb po3Bigkuy Gyna nuwe nepLuoto B cepii NOAIGHUX icTopin,
Oarato 3 HMx Bynun 3a CXemMoto, 3a AKOK CTBOPHOBABCS LOKYMEHT,
nepegaHni 3 Bigdiny 3 Bigainy Ta npocoveHni. 3pasok:
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e 14 noToro 2017 poKy: «4OTUPU HUHILLHIX Ta KOMULLIHIX
YMHOBHUKIB» po3nosigatoTe New York Times, Lo KaMmnaHis
Tpamna mana «HeogHOPAa30Bi KOHTAKTU» 3 POCINCBLKOH
PO3BIiAKOH0.

o 1 BepeseHb 2017: «nocagosi ocobu MiHicTepcTBa
tocTuuii» MoBopiTe Washington Post reHnpokypop [xed
Sessions «roBopunu Agidi 3 nocrnom Pocii» i He
PO3KpPMBaOTb KOHTAKTW Nonepeay CBOro CriyxaHHs no
3aTBEPAXKEHHIO.

e 18 6epesHa 2017 poky: "noan, 3HanoMmi 3 MM NUTaHHAM",
NoBIAOMNATb Y XypHasi " Yonn-cmpim”, Wwo KOMULLHIN
pagHuK Tpamna 3 Haubeaneku Marikn ®niH He 3Mir PO3KPUTK
"KOHTaKT" 3 pocCisHNHOM B KemMBpnaXCcbkoMy yHIBEPCUTETI,
enisog, gkmi "OyB BioOMUIA aMeEPUKAHCBKOK PO3BIAKOLD . "

e 8 kBiTHA 2017 poKy: "MPaBOOXOPOHLI Ta iHLWI NOocCagoBLi
CLWA" posnosigatotb Washington Post, L0 cekpeTHun cyg
Harnagy 3a 30BHILWHLOK PO3BIAKOK BU3HAB, LLO iCHYE
"MMOBIpHa Npu4MHa" BBaXKaTu KOSULLUHBOIO NOMIYHMKA

Tpamna KapTtepa Nengxa "areHTom iHo3eMHOI Bragn".

e 13 kBiTHA 2017 pokKy: "mKkeperno, 6nmn3bke OO PO3BiAKM
BenukobputaHii" posnosigae Jlyky XapaiHry B "MapdiaH”, wo
OpuTtaHcebkun aHanor AHB, GCHQ, nepeaaB 3HaHHA Npo
"nigoapini B3aemogii" mix "giayamu, nos'ssaHNMM 3
Tpamnowm, i" Bigomummn abo nigo3poBaHNMKN POCINCEKMMMN
areHTamn "AMepurKaHUSAM SK YacTuHa" pyTUHHOro obMiHy
iHpopmatieto .

o 17 rpyaHa 2017 poKy: «4OTMPU HUHILLHIX Ta KONMULLIHIX
aMepUKaHCbKMX Ta 3aKOPAOHHMX YMHOBHUKIBY» NOBIJOMNATH
New York Times, wo nig yac kamnaHii 2016 poky
aBcTpanincbkni gunnomar Ha im'a OnekcaHap dayHep
CKasaB «aMepUKaHCbKUM Korieramy, Lo KOMULLHIA MOMIYHUK
Tpamna Oxopox MNanagonynoc Buseme, Wwo «Pocia mana
nonitnyHun 6pya Xinnapi KniHToH.
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The agencies’ new trick is inserting themselves into domestic
politics using leaks and media pressure. The “intel chiefs” meeting
was just the first in a series of similar stories, many following the
pattern in which a document was created, passed from
department from department, and leaked. A sample:

e February 14, 2017: “four current and former officials” tell
the New York Times the Trump campaign had “repeated
contacts” with Russian intelligence.

e March 1, 2017: “Justice Department officials” tell the
Washington Post Attorney General Jeff Sessions “spoke
twice with Russia’s ambassador” and did not disclose the
contacts ahead of his confirmation hearing.

e March 18, 2017: “people familiar with the matter” tell the
Wall Street Journal that former Trump National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn failed to disclose a “contact” with a
Russian at Cambridge University, an episode that “came to
the notice of U.S. intelligence.”

e April 8, 2017, 2017: “law enforcement and other U.S.
officials” tell the Washington Post the secret Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court judge had ruled there was
“probable cause” to believe former Trump aide Carter
Page was an “agent of a foreign power.”

e April 13, 2017: a “source close to UK intelligence” tells
Luke Harding at The Guardian that the British analog to
the NSA, the GCHQ, passed knowledge of “suspicious
interactions” between “figures connected to Trump and
“known or suspected Russian agents” to Americans as part
of a “routine exchange of information.”

e December 17, 2017: “four current and former American
and foreign officials” tell the New York Times that during
the 2016 campaign, an Australian diplomat named
Alexander Downer told “American counterparts” that
former Trump aide George Papadopoulos revealed
“Russia had political dirt on Hillary Clinton.
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o 13 kBiTHA 2018 poky: "OoBa okepena, 3HanoMi 3 LM
nMTaHHaM" noBigoMnaTb MakKnayyi, o odic
cneynpokypopa Po6epTta Mionnepa mae cBigyeHHs, Lo
agBokaT Tpamna Mawnkn KoeH 6yB y NMpasi y 2016 poui,
"nigTeepaXyroun YactuHy gocee [Crinal".

e 27 nuctonaga 2018 poky: « gobpe po3milleHe mrepeno »
posnoBigae XapgiHry B The Guardian, L0 KONULLHIN
KepiBHUK kamnaHii Tpamna NMon MaHadopT 3ycTpiscs 3
[xyniaHom AcaHgxem y noconscTei EkBagopy B JIOHOOHI.

e 19 ciuHs 2019: «KonMLWHI cNiBpOBGITHMKN NPaBOOXOPOHHNX
opraHiB Ta iHWi 0cobu , 3HaroMi 3 po3cnigyBaHHSIM» ckasaTu
B New York Times , ®BP Bigkpnno poscnigyBaHHs
«BNBOYXOBMI HAacnigok» B TOMY 41 He npautoBas [JoHanbg
Tpamn Big iMEHI POCINCLKNX.

Be3ymMoBHO, "noan, 3HanoMi 3 LM NMUTaAHHAM", MPOCOYUNUCS
OaraTto npaBavBUX iCTOPIN 3@ OCTaHHI Kinbka pokiB, ane 6araTo
XTO 3 HUX Bynun SBHO NPOBNEMHMMN HaBITb HA MOMEHT
3BiNnbHeHHSs. binblue Toro, Bce BigbyBanocsi B yMoBax NocTiNnHOro
THCKy 3 6oky giadis 3MI, coto3HukiB y KoHrpeci, Takumx sik
aemokpaTtn Agam LLndd ta Epik CBonBenn, a Takox eKkc-
YUHOBHWKM, SIKi MOrNn 6 BUKOPUCTOBYBATWN CBOI BriaCcHi OCOBUCTI
rpomanchbki nnatopmMm Ha 4oAaTOK A0 TOro, L0 BOHU He
Ha3MBalTbCS gXepenamMmm Npami HoBMHU. BoHW BUKOpMCTOBYBanu
KomepLinHi nnatdopmMmu HOBUH, WO6 cTBEpAXKyBaTH, WO Tpamn
BYMHMB 3pajy , Ii NoTpibHO Byno ycyHyTu 3 nocagum, i baxxaHo
TakKoX siIkoMmora LisuaLle ii 3BUHYBaTUTH .

LLIokytoua KinbKiCTb LIMX roniocis 6ynn KONULWHIMKU pO3BigHMKaMW,
sk npuegHanucs oo Knannepa i ctaBanu nnatHMMM HOBUHAMMU .
CropiHkn on-Ea Ta Mepexi HOBUH NepenoBHEHI eKc- criikepamu ,
LLIO pefaryoTb PO3noBigi, B skMX BOHM Gpanu yyacTb: Marikn
Mopenn , Mankn XengeH , Awa Padranna t1a Engpto MakKabi ,
cepepq 6araTbOX iHLWKNX, 30KpeMa 0coBnMBO BCIX HOMUPLOX
opuriHanbHMX « LediB 3 NMTaHb PO3BIAKK » (KEPIBHUKM
posBigyBansHux BigomcTs) »: Knanep, Pomkepc , Komi Ta
xeananHep MSNBC [IxoH BpeHHaH .
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e April 13, 2018: “two sources familiar with the matter” tell
McClatchy that Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s office
has evidence Trump lawyer Michael Cohen was in Prague
in 2016, “confirming part of [Steele] dossier.”

e November 27, 2018: a “well-placed source” tells Harding at
The Guardian that former Trump campaign manager Paul
Manafort met with Julian Assange at the Ecuadorian
embassy in London.

e January 19, 2019: “former law enforcement officials and
others familiar with the investigation” tell the New York
Times the FBI opened an inquiry into the “explosive
implications” of whether or not Donald Trump was working
on behalf of the Russians.

To be sure, “people familiar with the matter” leaked a lot of true
stories in the last few years, but many were clearly problematic
even at the time of release. Moreover, all took place in the context
of constant, hounding pressure from media figures, congressional
allies like Democrats Adam Schiff and Eric Swalwell, as well as
ex-officials who could make use of their own personal public
platforms in addition to being unnamed sources in straight news
reports. They used commercial news platforms to argue that
Trump had committed treason, needed to be removed from office,
and preferably also indicted as soon as possible.

A shocking number of these voices were former intelligence
officers who joined Clapper in becoming paid news contributors.
Op-ed pages and news networks are packed now with ex-spooks
editorializing about stories in which they had personal
involvement: Michael Morell, Michael Hayden, Asha Rangappa,
and Andrew McCabe among many others, including especially all
four of the original “intel chiefs (leaders of intelligence agencies)”:
Clapper, Rogers, Comey, and MSNBC headliner John Brennan.

Page-144-


https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/nov/27/manafort-held-secret-talks-with-assange-in-ecuadorian-embassy
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/11/us/politics/fbi-trump-russia-inquiry.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/11/us/politics/fbi-trump-russia-inquiry.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/11/us/politics/fbi-trump-russia-inquiry.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/25/opinion/mueller-trump-no-collusion.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/12/702538563/adam-schiff-evidence-available-already-shows-that-trump-should-be-indicted
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/02/06/john-brennan-james-claper-michael-hayden-former-cia-media-216943
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/michael-morell/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/28/opinion/sunday/the-end-of-intelligence.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDbJRNSdbx4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/mike-rogers-profile
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/james-comey-no-treason-no-coup-just-lies--and-dumb-lies-at-that/2019/05/28/45f8d802-8175-11e9-bce7-40b4105f7ca0_story.html
https://www.thewrap.com/ex-cia-chief-john-brennan-signs-as-msnbc-nbc-as-contributor/

Russiagate nopoaus winuin 6penHg NnoniTukK, ypsia y BUrHaHHI,
SIKMN NepecrnigysBas CBOK CrpaBy NpPoTK Tpamna 3a AOMOMOro
MOCTINHOrO NOTOKY «3aTBEPAXEHMX» BUTOKIB, NApTU3aHiB y
KOHrpeci Ta Bce GinbLu YHiIGiKOBAaHOIO Ta TEMATUYHO NOCIIiAOBHOIO
Habopy KOMEpPLINHUX HOBUH.

Lli mexaHiamu 3apas nepeHeceHi Ha gpamy « YkpaiHarent» . Lle Ti
cami nogu, wo 6'1oTb y gepxxaBHi 6apabaHu, KONM NOBIGOMINEHHS
HaaXo4ATb i3 TUX CaMUX KOMITETIB KOHIPecy, Yyepes TUX camMux
Hagnepc, Wuddis i JlacTisuiB. Lli >k HOBUHWN BUXOOATL Ha MOBHY
rOTOBHICTb.

CTOpOHHI "WeoBK 3 NUTaHb pO3BIgKN" 3HOBY BigirpatoTb
LeHTpanbHy ponb Yy 34iNCHeHHi NybnivyHoi cnpaeu. Komi kaxe, Lo
" MM MOXEMO ONMUHUTUCS 3apas ", KoM HEOOXiAHUI iIMMNIYMEHT.
BpeHHaH 3 HEHaBMWUCHOIO ipoHieto kaxe, wo CLUA " BinbLue He €
gemokparTieto ". Knanep 3asBuB, WO ckapra yKpaiHCbKnUX
BUHYBATLIB € " OHIi€ 3 HAaWbINbL HagiHKX ", iKY BiH 6a4mB.

Ak penopTep, KUK BUCBITNOBAB Npe3naeHTChKi neperoHn 2015—
2016 pokiB, s BBaXasB, L0 KamnaHisg Tpamna TpMBOXHa Ha
HaraTbox piBHSIX, ane noriYHa K HOBMHHa icTopis. Mlomy Boanocs
3 KIacoBUX NPUYMH Yepe3 Hedorikm B Mefia-6i3Heci, ki
obaaposyBanu NOro MacoBMMKU obcaramu, i TOMy, LLO BiH XUTPO
CKOpUCTaBCH TpMBannmmu po3dapyBaHHaMU B enektopari. BiH
TaKOX YiTKO 3a40BOJIbHSIBCA PACUCTCLKMMM CTpaxaMm Ta Kpaxom
00BipK A0 Takux ycTaHos, sk 3MI, ®PC, kopnopadii, HATO Ta,
Tak, cneucnyxobu. Y BenuyesHin KinibKoCTi BUOOpLI Bigkuaanu Bce,
LLIO iM KONIMCb rOBOPUIIN NPO Te, XTO ByB Ta He MaB KBanidikauii
Ha BULLY nocagy.
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Russiagate birthed a whole brand of politics, a government-in-
exile, which prosecuted its case against Trump via a constant
stream of “approved” leaks, partisans in congress, and an
increasingly unified and thematically consistent set of commercial
news outlets.

These mechanisms have been transplanted now onto the
Ukrainegate drama. It's the same people beating the public
drums, with the messaging run out of the same congressional
committees, through the same Nadlers, Schiffs, and Swalwells.
The same news outlets are on full alert.

The sidelined “intel chiefs” are once again playing central roles in
making the public case. Comey says “we may now be at a point”
where impeachment is necessary. Brennan, with unintentional
irony, says the United States is “no longer a democracy.” Clapper
says the Ukraine whistleblower complaint is “one of the most
credible” he’s seen.

As a reporter covering the 2015-2016 presidential race, | thought
Trump’s campaign was disturbing on many levels, but logical as a
news story. He succeeded for class reasons, because of flaws in
the media business that gifted him mass amounts of coverage,
and because he took cunning advantage of long-simmering
frustrations in the electorate. He also clearly catered to racist
fears, and to the collapse in trust in institutions like the news
media, the Fed, corporations, NATO, and, yes, the intelligence
services. In enormous numbers, voters rejected everything they
had ever been told about who was and was not qualified for higher
office.
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AHTaroHiam kamnadii Tpamna LLoAo CBIiTY BiICbKOBOI Ta PO3BigKM
6yB y KpaLLoMy BUNagky Ha MinimMeTp. Ak i Manxe Bce iHLWe, Wo
BiH CKa3aB K KaHauaar, ue 6yB TpoK, NpU3HavYeHnn gns
OTpMMaHHS rosnocis. Te, WO BiH 6YB HELLMPUIA | NOBHWN |
0e3BignoBiganbHUN, NPUHAMMHI, KONK BiH HanaB Ha "rnMboky
aepxasy" Ta "3acobu macoBoi iHpopmauii”, He 3MiHI0E
pearnbHOCTi TOro, Wo cranocs 3 Tux nip. HaeiTb y napaHoikie €
Boporwy, i HaBiTb [loHanbg "lMunboka gepxaea" Tpamn € 3aKOHHO
o6paHnM Npe3naeHTOM, YMIMOro BiACTOPOHEHHS aKTUBHO LUYKae
po3BigyBanbHe CniBTOBapUCTBO.

Tpamn 3BMHYBaYyeTbCH Y BUKOPUCTaHHI KabiHETY Npe3naeHTCcTBa
ANA NPOCYBaHHA MOMITUYHUX Linen, 30KpeMa TUCKY Ha YKpaiHy
Ans po3cnigyBaHHS NOTEHLINHOMo cynepHuka kamnanii [)xo
bangeHa. BiH BUHEH, ane nUTaHHS NONsArae B TOMY, HACKifbKW BiH
BMHEH, NOPIBHAHO 3i CBOIMM 06BMHYBaYyBayYamMu.

Tpamn, NpMHaNMHI HAcKiNbKN M1 3HAEMO, HE BUKOPUCTOBYBaB
po3ain 702 3akoHy Npo Harnsia 3a 30BHILLHBOK PO3BIgKOK Ans
MOHITOPUHIY NOSITUYHUX KOHKYPEHTIB. BiH He po3noBcioans
KOHTppO3BiayBanbHuX "iHdpopmaTtopis”, Wwob cnigkysatu 3a
nogobamvn mucnueusa bangena. BiH He maHeBpyBaB, W00
3abe3neunTy 30HAYBaHHA cneuianbHUX pagHUKIiB 4EMOKpaTIB.

| xoua JoHanbg Tpamn, gk NPOBOAMTL 30BHILLHIO MOMITUKY,
6asyrouncb Ha Tomy, WO BiH 6aunTb Ha @okca ma Opysie,
BUKINNKAE 3aHEMNOKOEHHS, BiH HEe B TOMY X nnaHi, sk CNN,
MSNBC, Washington Post Ta New York Times, ski 6epyTb y4acTb
y pbakTnyHoMy napTHepcTBi 3 PBP Ta LIPY. nigwtosxyoTb Aayxe
noniTnsoBaHi, hanbliKnBi po3noBiai, 9k Russiagate .

Morposu Tpamna B 3arposi Twitter i ckacyBaHHs npusineis binoro
OoMy Ans JonTiB, Takmx gk [kum AKocTa, TakoX He NOYNHaTb
nopieHiOBaTK 3 HeGE3MNeEKOLD, sIKy CTBOpPIOTL Facebook, Google
Ta Twitter - nig Tuckom CeHaTy - opraHisoByo4um 60poTLOY 3
Takumu rpynamu, Sk ATnaHTudHa paga " panbLlumsi HOBUHU »Bif
iMeHi 3anobiraHHs« po3nany po3bparty ».
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Trump’s campaign antagonism toward the military and intelligence
world was at best a millimeter thick. Like almost everything else
he said as a candidate, it was a gimmick, designed to get votes.
That he was insincere and full of it and irresponsible, at first at
least, when he attacked the “deep state” and the “fake news
media,” doesn’t change the reality of what’s happened since. Even
paranoiacs have enemies, and even Donald “Deep State” Trump
is a legitimately elected president whose ouster is being actively
sought by the intelligence community.

Trump stands accused of using the office of the presidency to
advance political aims, in particular pressuring Ukraine to
investigate potential campaign rival Joe Biden. He’s guilty, but the
issue is how guilty, in comparison to his accusers.

Trump, at least insofar as we know, has not used section 702 of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to monitor political rivals.
He hasn’t deployed human counterintelligence “informants” to
follow the likes of Hunter Biden. He hasn’t maneuvered to secure
Special Counsel probes of Democrats.

And while Donald Trump conducting foreign policy based on what
he sees on Fox and Friends is troubling, it's not in the same
ballpark as CNN, MSNBC, the Washington Post and the New
York Times engaging in de facto coverage partnerships with the
FBI and CIA to push highly politicized, phony narratives like
Russiagate.

Trump’s tinpot Twitter threats and cancellation of White House
privileges for dolts like Jim Acosta also don’t begin to compare to
the danger posed by Facebook, Google, and Twitter — under
pressure from the Senate — organizing with groups like the Atlantic
Council to fight “fake news” in the name of preventing the “foment
of discord.”
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£ He Bipto, WO BiNbLIICTL amepurKaHLUiB 3aMUCITIOBanN1Ch Hag TUMm,
K BUrnagaTuMe ycnilHa KaMmnaHis woao BuTicHeHHA [JoHanbaa
Tpamna. BinbLwicTb BUNagKoBUX CMOXUBAYIB HOBUH MOXYTb
aymaTu npo ue nuwie 3 TOYKM 30py Toro, ik Mawk NeHc ctaHe
npesngeHToM. CnpaexHbo Npobnemoto dyae npeueaeHT BETO
dakTMYHOI po3BigyBanbHOI CNiNbHOTU Hag BUbopamu,
BUKOPUCTOBYIOUMN MapKy (CTUIb) NOMNITUKN BOXEBINBHOIO
CMOKYCHMKa (LUMUIYHCBLKOro BCECBITY) , sika AOMiHYBana npoTaromM
OCTaHHIX TPbOX POKiB aHTUTPaMMCLKOI aritauil.

IMniumeHT, akun nigtpumye LIPY / ®BP, Takox moxe 6yTtu
NPOpPOLITBOM, LLO peani3oByeTbcs. Akwo doHanen Tpamn gymae,
Lo nicnga Bigxo4y 3 nocagu BiH NOTpanuTb A0 B'A3HWULI, BiH paHo
4K Ni3HO 3PO3YMi€E, LLIO EOMHUIA NOTO CNPaBXHIN KPOK - novaTtu
niatn gk "auktaTop" MSNBC i CNN npogoBxXytoTb HanondaraTy,
Lo BiH €. HaBiwo BigmMoBNATUCH Big Binoro gomy i yekatn, konm
MNOro 3aapeLUToBYIOTh, KOSM BiH LLEe Ma€e TEOPETUYHI
NMOBHOBAaXXEHHSA HaacunaTu Biicbka cnewHasy, Wwo npoxoaaTb
yepes BikKHa KOXXHOro OCTaHHbOro BUKpyTHUKA "Pocisret" /"
YkpaiHarent" ? Lle 6yno 6 3akiH4eHHS rpu B KpaiHi TPETbOro CBiTy,
i came TaM MM HanpaBnsEMOCh, SIKLLO XTOCb He 3aKIWK LbOro
B6oxesinns. JlackaBo npocnmo Ao NocTinHoi 6opoTbbu 3a Bnaay.
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| don’t believe most Americans have thought through what a
successful campaign to oust Donald Trump would look like. Most
casual news consumers can only think of it in terms of Mike Pence
becoming president. The real problem would be the precedent of
a de facto intelligence community veto over elections, using the
lunatic spookworld (spy universe) brand (style) of politics that has
dominated the last three years of anti-Trump agitation.

CIA/FBI-backed impeachment could also be a self-fulfilling
prophecy. If Donald Trump thinks he’s going to be jailed upon
leaving office, he’ll sooner or later figure out that his only real
move is to start acting like the “dictator” MSNBC and CNN keep
insisting he is. Why give up the White House and wait to be
arrested, when he still has theoretical authority to send Special
Forces troops rappelling through the windows of every last
Russiagate/Ukrainegate leaker? That would be the endgame in a
third world country, and it's where we’re headed, unless someone
calls off this craziness. Welcome to the Permanent Power
Struggle.
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14. The New York Times onyckaeTbCA

HMXue Pokca

Horo icTopist npo BiTKpuTTs KPUMiHAILHOT PO3BiAKH
1010 BUTOKIB RuUSSiagate mo3Hauae HOBHMii HU3BLKHUH
PiBeHBb '"'OCHOBHOIO' MOKPHUTTH

MeTT Tanb6i26 xxoBTHA 2019 poky

MisHo BBEYEPI Y YeTBep, 24 XOBTHS, TO Hbko - Mopk Talimc nobir
BeNukuin posnosigb Npo eHnpokypopa binna bappa i konuiwHin
KoHHekTukyT npokypop CLUA [xoH Oapewm Bigkpvsae
KpuMiHanbHe po3cnigyBaHHs y BUuTokax Russiagate .

Llsi icTopia (cTaTT4) € HOBUM HU3bKMM PIBHEM TPUBANoro giacko
nokputTa Russiagate . " Tatmc " niwos Big Toro, wob
nepeKkoHaTUCh y TAXKKOCTI KoXXHOro 3oHaa Tpamna-Pocil, go Toro,
Wwo6 3arpoxxyBaTu KOXXHUM naparpadom y nonepesrKeHHAX
CMoXmMBaYiB, NepenskKaHi Ymtadi MoXyTb nogymaTn cami
(He3anexHo) .
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14. The New York Times sinks below Fox

Its story about the opening of a criminal probe into the
origins of Russiagate marks a new low in “mainstream”
coverage

Matt Taibbi Oct 26, 2019

Late on Thursday, October 24th, the New York Times ran a big
story about Attorney General Bill Barr and former Connecticut
U.S. Attorney John Durham opening a criminal probe into the
origins of Russiagate.

The story (article) is a new low in the ongoing three-year fiasco of
Russiagate coverage. The Times has gone from trumpeting the
gravity of every Trump-Russia probe to shrouding each paragraph
in consumer warnings, terrified readers might think for themselves
(independently).
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Lle Taka noBeAiHKka OCHOBHUX penopTepis, L0 BUKOPUCTOBYIOTLCS
ANA 3HyLWaHb y koHcepBaTMBHUX 3MI. FOX 3BMYKa 3HOCAYM
CMpOLLEHMM BHU3 (cripoLeHa Ang Tynux rnsgadie) chryons i
obxopniB (HEBOAYHMI 3pagHMK 3amasaHi KapTuHM MeHHIHra €
npuknagom), Wwob nepekoHaTUcs , WO rnagadi , NoYepnHyTUMm
npaBusibHe NOBIJOMIEHHS, BUCMIOBasM.

LLlogo octaHHbOI icTopil Times , aeski BigoMOoCTi:

Hespogsi nicna Toro, sik [loHanbga Tpamna 6yno o6paHo,
HeHa3BaHi Jpkepena po3Bigky Ta NPaBOOXOPOHHUX OpraHiB
novanu nogaeatu icTopii Takum rasetam, sk Times i Washington
Post . AyguTopisim 6yrio nigaknHyTo (0OTpUuMaHo) cepito
bombapaysaHb (BnbyxoHebesrneyHi icTopil) , Mmamxe Bce, Wo
cTocyeTbesd "3B'A3kiB" abo "3B'sa3kiB" Mixk [JoHanbgom Tpamnom i
Pocieto.

MomiyHnk Tpamna Dxopax MNanagonynoc 6yB nos'asaHuni
(noB'aA3aHn) eNeKTPOHHOK MOLITO 3 " onepauied PoCiNCHKOI
po3Bigku ". PagHuk HauioHanbHoi 6e3neku Tpamna Mankn ®PniHH
npoAeMOHCTpyBaB "o4eBuaHy 6nn3bKICTb 3 POCICHKOLO XiHKOH"
Ha KoHdipMi KeMOpnapKCLKOro yHiBEpCUTETY - CLEHI, sika "
HacTopoxuna" mpKepeno aMepmukaHCbKOI PO3BiKM . TaeEMHUN ¢y,
KU BBaXKaB iMOBIPHOIO MPUYNHOK iICHYBAHHS, BBaXkas, LU0
KonuwHin nomivyHmk Tpamna Kaptep MNengx 6yB " areHToM
iHO3eMHOI AepxxaBu ".

Bce ue 6yno Ha gooaTtok Ao BubyxoHebeanevyHux 3BMHyBaYEeHb,
SIK, HaNpuKnaa, TBepOXXEHHS, Wwo cam JoHanba Tpamn
CeKkcyalibHO WaHTaxysaB Bonogumupa NMyTiHa, SKMin, 9K KaxyTb,
MaB CTPiYKy Npe3anaeHTa, iK1 CnocTepiras 3a TUM, SIK Xakepu
niarnagatTbca Ha Nixkky PiTua-KapnTtoHa, konuck 1oro cnas
Bapak O6ama.

BaraTo 3 Luux Ka3ok cTanu 4YacTMHOK PO3ChnigyBaHHS
cneuianbHoro pagHuka PobepTta Mionnepa, wo 6yno Hacnigkom
po3scnigayBaHHa PBP, poskputoro rpomagcbkocTi [bkenmcom Kowmi
B NokasaHHAX 6yanHKy B 6epesHi 2017 poky.
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This is the kind of behavior mainstream reporters used to mock in
conservative media. The Fox habit of blasting out dumbed-down
(simplified for stupid viewers) chryons and crawls (UNGRATEFUL
TRAITOR plastered over a picture of Chelsea Manning is an
example), to make sure audiences gleaned the correct message,
was ridiculed.

Regarding the latest Times story, some background:

Not long after Donald Trump was elected, unnamed intelligence
and law enforcement sources began feeding stories to
newspapers like the Times and the Washington Post. Audiences
were tossed (were given) a series of bombshells (explosive
stories), nearly all having to do with “connections” or “ties”
between Donald Trump and Russia.

Trump aide George Papadopoulos was linked (connected) by
email to a “Russian intelligence operation.” Trump National
Security Adviser Michael Flynn demonstrated “apparent closeness
with a Russian woman” at a Cambridge University confab, a
scene that “alarmed” a U.S. intelligence source. A secret court
deemed probable cause existed to believe former Trump aide
Carter Page was an “agent of a foreign power.”

All this was in addition to explosive allegations like the one
claiming Donald Trump himself was being sexually blackmailed by
Vladimir Putin, who was said to have a tape of the president
watching hookers pee on a Ritz-Carlton bed once slept in by
Barack Obama.

Many of these tales became part of the investigation of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, itself an outgrowth of an FBI investigation
disclosed to the public by James Comey in House testimony in
March, 2017.
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CkasaTw, Lo BUCBITNEHHS LMX 30HAiIB BYno HenpasavBUM -
3aHWkeHHs1. Konn Mionnep 6yB npusHaveHmn y TpasHi 2017 poky,
e2aszema Times y nepwomy ab3aui nosigomuna ymtadam, Lo
NMUTaHHA Yy4O0BOro iMMNOPTY MOXE 3aKIHYMTN NPEe3NOEHTCTBO :

BALLUIHITOH - MiHictepcTBo tocTuuii npusHadnno Pobepta C.
Mionnepa lll, konnwHboro agupektopa ®BP, crnedianbHUM
pagHUKOM y cepefly Ansi Harnsiay 3a po3chigyBaHHAM 3B’s13KiB MixK
KamnaHiaMmn npesuaeHTa Tpamna Ta pOCINCbKUMN YNHOBHUKaAMN,
pPi3KO NiABULUMBLUM IOPUANYHI Ta NOSIITUYHI CTaBKMU y crpasi,
sika 3arpoxxyBarna nornmouTn 4YoTupmmicsiuHe Npe3naeHTCTBO
naHa Tpamna .

Konu ponosigb Mionnepa Bucagunacs yepes gsa pokw, i
BMSIBUNOCS, LLO He Byno 3MoBM Ha PO3BIAKY, XypHanicTi Ta
ayauTopii Manu 6 nouikaBuTucs: Wo, 4YopT? baratopiyHi icTopil,
3aCHOBaHi Mamxe Linkom Ha 6e3iMeHHNX Jkepenax, 3mycunm
MINbWOHN BBaXatu, Wo rnpesudeHm CLUA - OoHanbg Tpamn, ane
BCE XX - € KOMIMPOMETOBAHMM POCINCbKMM Hag0aHHSAM.

Lo Tpanunocb? Ak i YoMy us po3nosiab Gyna poskpyveHa ans
nyonikn? Yun 6ynun nopyuleHi 3akoHn? Yn maHinynoBanu
PO3BiQKOI YK NPOTiKann He3akoHHO?

Bce ue cTano npeameTom po3cnigyBaHHS HOBOIO reHnpoKypopa
Tpamna binna bappa, S9kuin MUHYNoro TpaBHsA Ha3BaB
konuwHboro npokypopa CLUA KoHHekTukyTa [IkoHa Japema ans
po3rnagy cnpasu. 3apas HOBWHa Nondrae B Tomy, Wwo dapem /
Bapp, 30aeTbces, BiAKPMB KpUMiHanNbHe po3crigyBaHHS,
30iNbLUMBLUM CTaBKM (30inbLUyo4YM 3arposy) Big
"agMiHicTpaTuBHOro nepernsaay”.

HenpasunbHo 6yno 6 npunyckaTu, WO BiAKPUTTS KPUMIHANBHOI
po3Biaku nepeabavae, wo Oapem / bapp po3kpue (3HaNLLIOB)
LLIOCb NPOKNATE, Tak camo, sK 6yrno 6 HenpaBUIIbHUM BUCHOBOK,
wo Tpamn 6yB BUHHUM Ha OCHOBI HOBWH NPO BIAKPUTTA 30HAA
Mionnepa. Ha uboMy eTani HiXTo He 3Hae, Wwo Japem Mae un He
mae. Lle moxe 6yTn Garato3HauyHNM, a MOXE i He ByTMw.
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To say coverage of these probes was credulous is an
understatement. When Mueller was appointed in May of 2017, the
Times in the first paragraph told readers it was a matter of
awesome import that might end a presidency:

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department appointed Robert S.
Mueller 11, a former F.B.I. director, as special counsel on
Wednesday to oversee the investigation into ties between
President Trump’s campaign and Russian officials, dramatically
raising the legal and political stakes in an affair that has
threatened to engulf Mr. Trump’s four-month-old presidency.

When Mueller’s report landed two years later and it turned out
there was no intelligence conspiracy, reporters and audiences
alike should have wondered: what the hell? Years of stories,
based almost entirely upon unnamed sources, led millions to
believe the President of the United States — Donald Trump, but
still — was a compromised Russian asset.

What happened? How and why was this narrative unrolled to the
public? Had laws been broken? Had intelligence been
manipulated or leaked illegally?

All of this became the subject of investigation by new Trump
Attorney General Bill Barr, who last May named former
Connecticut U.S. Attorney John Durham to dig into the matter.
The news breaking now is that Durham/Barr appear to have
opened a criminal investigation, upping the stakes (increasing the
threat) from an “administrative review.”

It would be wrong to suggest the opening of a criminal probe
suggests Durham/Barr uncovered (found) something damning,
just as it would have been improper to conclude Trump was guilty
based on news of the Mueller probe opening. At this stage,
nobody knows what Durham has or doesn’t have. It might be
meaningful, it might not be.
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3BuMyarHolo npoueaypoto npecu byno 6 Yekatu, konm BoHa Byae
BMKpUTA, NOKN He Byae onpuniogHeHa GinbLu KOHKpeTHa
iHopMaLis, ane AOKYMEHT BXe 3acTepirae Yntadis Big
iHdbopMaLii, sKoi BOHa e He 6aymna. 3arofioBoK Ta Mig3arosioBKu
oApasy NoBigoOMMAITb YNTaYaMm, SK 3aCBOOBATU HOBUHU:

MPABA JETTT. BIAMOBIJAETECA BIAKPUTTA
KPUMIHAJIBHOI O AOCIIIAXKEHHA BIA4 BITACHOI
POCINCBKOI AOCTIIIKEHHS

Lleti kKpokK, UMO8IpHO, 8i0KpUE 2eHMPOKYpOopa 38UHY8AYEHHSIM Yy
momy, Wo 8iH HamazaembCs rpuHecmu rnoaimuyHy nepemozay
npe3udeHmy Tpamny.

Lle knacuyHa TmopHa (kpoTka) MoBa Times . Y raseTi He MOXHa
ckasaTtu npsmo, Wo 301 Japema € noniTM4HMM NOMOBaHHAM Ha
BiAbOM, TOMY BiH BUKOPMCTOBYE MacMBHI HOBMHM, W06 ckasaTu,
Lo ictopia "Bigkpue" Japem Ha "3BMHYBa4YeHHS", O
po3crigyBaHHA € MOMITUYHMM.

3 TpeTboro ab3auy po3nosigi:

BigKpuTTS KpUMIHANBLHOrO po3CrigyBaHHA, AIMOBIPHO, BUKIUKAE
TpuBoOry, Wo Mictep Tpamn BukopuctoBye MiHICTEPCTBO tOCTULT
A5 noLwyKy cBoix Boporis. Mictep Tpamn 3BinbHUB kenmca b.
Kowmi, anpektopa ®BP, nig kepiBHULTBOM AKOro crigdi areHTu
BiKpunu po3scnigyBaHHsa B Pocii, i 4oBro Hanae Ha (Hanag) Ha
HLUIMX BULLUX KOSULLHIX NpeaCcTaBHUKIB NPABOOXOPOHHUX Ta
po3BigyBanbHWUX OpraHiB Sk NapTU3aHiB, AKi NparHynu
3abnokyBaTtu noro Bnbopwu.

binblie 3anepeyeHb: 30H4 "LWBMALLE 3a BCE BMKIMKAe TpmBory"
(yuTawnTe: Big Hac y " Taumc" ), wo Tpamn BUKOPUCTOBYE
MiHicTepcTBO HOCTULIT NS MOLWYKY CBOIX "CNPUNHATUX" BOPOTiB.

CraTtTs NpoOOOBXYETbCA:
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The normal press procedure would be to wait to flip out until more
concrete information is released, but the paper is already warning
readers away from information it has not even seen yet. The
headline and sub-headline tell readers right away how to digest
the news:

JUSTICE DEPT. IS SAID TO OPEN CRIMINAL INQUIRY INTO
ITS OWN RUSSIA INVESTIGATION

The move is likely to open the attorney general to accusations that
he is trying to deliver a political victory for President Trump.

This is classic timorous (meek) Times language. The paper can’t
say outright that Durham’s probe is a political witch hunt, so it
uses passive news-ese to say the story will “open” Durham to
“accusations” that the investigation is political.

From the story’s third paragraph:

The opening of a criminal investigation is likely to raise alarms
that Mr. Trump is using the Justice Department to go after his
perceived enemies. Mr. Trump fired James B. Comey, the F.B.I.
director under whose watch agents opened the Russia inquiry,
and has long assailed (attacked) other top former law enforcement
and intelligence officials as partisans who sought to block his
election.

More disclaimers: the probe is “likely to raise alarms” (read: by us
at the Times) that Trump is using the Justice Department to go
after his “perceived” enemies.

The paper goes on:
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[osipa mictepa bappa oo naHa [lapema, LUMPOKO LLIaHOBaHOro Ta
BETepaHCLKOro Npokypopa, akun poscnigysas katyBaHHA LIPY Ta
po361B Madoio3Hi KinbLs, MOXe AONOMOITU 3aXUCTUTU
reHepasnbHOro NPoKypopa Bif 3BUHYBa4Y€Hb Y TOMY, LLO BiH pOOUTb
CTaBKW Npe3naeHTa i CTaBUTb NOSIITUKY BULLE CNpaBeasIMBOCTiI.

Lle HoBMHHa Bepcia nocmilkn 3 Tponeto Twitter: "Bu BNeBHEHI, LLO
ue naropb, Ha sikomy Bu xo4yeTe nomeptn?" " Talmc" cTBEpAXYE,
wo [dapema "LWnpoKo noBaxaroTb", ane MaeTbCH Ha yBasi, Lo BiH
BTPATUTb Lie MPU3HAYEHHS, SKLLO NPOOOBXUTL pobutn
"npono3suuii npeangeHTa" i nocTaBMTK "NOMITUKY BULLE
cnpasegnunBoCTi".

BinbLwe:

depgepanbHnm chigumum NoTpibHO nNuue "po3ymMHe BKasiBka" Ha Te,
LLIO 3M0YUH ByB BUMHEHWUI AN BIOKPUTTA po3chifyBaHHs,
HabaraTo HUXKYMKM CTAHAAPT, HK MOXITMBA NpUYMHa, HeobxigHa
Onst OTpUMaHHS opaepiB Ha obwyk. OgHak, "noBmHHa OyTn
o6'ekTnBHA, hbakTM4YHa OCHOBA 4151 NOYaTKy PO3CIigyBaHHS;
Moka3Huk MiHicTepcTBa HOCTULLIT - Lile NPOCTO Heaoragka " .

Y raseTi ngeTbcd Npo Te, Wo TaM He noTpibHo GaraTto 6yTn ans
Toro, wob dapem / bapp BiakpvB KpuMiHanbHy po3Bigky. Hivoro
noaibHoro Ao BigMoBM Big BignosiganeHOCTI He 6yno B Times,
KON BOHa po3noBigana Ham Npo No4YaTok, CKaXximo,
po3scnigyBaHHs yparany "lNepexpecHuin BoroHs" PEP .

Hanpuknag, " Talimc" He BiTaB 3BiCTKy Npo BUTIK gocbe CTina i3
3aneBHEHHSAM, LLIO Le HenepeBipeHa icTopis, 3acHOBaHa Ha
"npocTomMy" HeHasBaHOMYy oxxepersi. HaTomicTb raseTta
onybnikyBarna Tpusary iCTOPit0 POCINCLKOrO «CEKCYanbHOro
LUaHTaxy », Wo AatyeTbcs CTaniHCbKOK enoxoto, NigKpeCcnonym
Te, WO BUABUNOCA HOHCEHCOM.

Hani 6yB oauH 3 HaWTOHLIMX (XUTPUX) (i HANTOHLLNIA
(HanBpyaHIWKMA) ) YPUBOK Y TBOPI:
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Mr. Barr’s reliance on Mr. Durham, a widely respected and
veteran prosecutor who has investigated C.I1.A. torture and broken
up Mafia rings, could help insulate the attorney general from
accusations that he is doing the president’s bidding and putting
politics above justice.

This is a news version of the Twitter troll taunt, “Are you sure this
is the hill you want to die on?” The Times says Durham is “widely
respected,” but implies he will lose that designation if he goes on
to do “the president’s bidding” and put “politics above justice.”

More:

Federal investigators need only a “reasonable indication” that a
crime has been committed to open an investigation, a much lower
standard than the probable cause required to obtain search
warrants. However, “there must be an objective, factual basis for
initiating the investigation; a mere hunch is insufficient,”
according to Justice Department guidelines.

The paper is saying there doesn’t need to be much there, in order
for Durham/Barr to open a criminal probe. Nothing like such a
disclaimer appeared in the Times when it told us about the
launching of, say, the FBI's Crossfire Hurricane investigation.

The Times for instance didn’t greet the news of the Steele
dossier’s leak with reassurances that it was an unverifiable tale
based on a “mere” unnamed source. Instead, the paper published
a lengthy history of Russian “sexual blackmail” dating back to
Stalin’s era, bolstering what turned out to be a nonsense story.

Next up was one of the subtlest (trickiest) (and slimiest (dirtiest))
passages in the piece:
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®BP po3noyano poscnigyBaHHA HanpuKiHUi nunHa 2016 poky 3
KOO0BOW Ha3Bow YparaH Crossfire , oTpumaBLum iHbopmauito Big
aBcTpanincbkoro ypsagy npo Te, Wo A0 pagHMKa 3 NMUTaHb
KamnaHii Tpamna 3BepHyBCS i3 Npono3uLiicto BUKpageHux
€JIeKTPOHHUX NIUCTIB, SKi MOXYTb MOLLKOOMTU KamnaHito Xinnapi
KniHTOH.

AreHTn ®BP BrsiBunu Lo nponosuuito Hesabapom nicns Toro, AK
BUKpPaAeHi AeMOKpaTU4Hi eNeKTPOHHI NUCTU Oynu 3BiNbHEeHi ,
a nogaii, pa3om i3 3B'A3kaMu MiX iHWMMK pagHukamm Tpamna
Ta Pocieto , Buknukanu nobotoBaHHS, Wo KamnaHis Tpamna
cnpvsina BTpy4YaHHto Pocil.

OpwrinanbHi po3snosigi Times npo uen enisog ctocysanucs
Monogoro nomMidHuka Tpamna [bxopoxka MNMNanagonynoca, SKoro
HIOWUTO rogyBanu Kaskum Npo pocincbky «opya» Ha lMNnnapi KniHToH
TaEMHMYUM ManbTINCBKUM NpodecopoMm Ha iM’a xosed Midcya.
Llen enisog € 3asBneHo0 odiliiHOK NprYnHO BigkpuTTa PBP
po3acnigyBaHHs cTocyHkiB [JoHanbaa Tpamna 3 Pocieto. 3i 3BiTy

Mtonnepa :

Lli BinomocTi cnoHykanu ®BP 31 nunHsa 2016 poky po3noyaTu
po3cnigyBaHHSA WOAO TOro, Ym ocobu, nos’sizani 3 KamnaHieto
Tpamna, 34incHoBany KoopaMHaLilo 3 POCINCLKNM YPSAAOM Y Oro
BTPYYaHHI.

IcTopii nonepeaHboro yacy onucysanu lNanagonynoca, SK BiH
OCTaTO4YHO MOB'A3aHNIN ENEKTPOHHUMU NMCTamMK 3 " onepadieto
pocincbkoi po3Bigkm ". Po3nosigb Times 30 rpyaHst 2017 poky nig
Ha3Bow " Ak posnoyvascsd poscnifyBaHHda Pocil: [MoMOoLLHKK
KamnaHii, BUNWBKM Ta PO3MOBM NMPO NoAiTU4Hy 6pya " cnpuymnHmMna
enisog Midcyaa sk 4iTky o3Haky 3B'a3ky Pocii Ta Tpamna:

[ig Yac Houi anKoronbHWX HarMoiB y BUCOKOKITACHOMY
noHgoHcbkomy 6api y TpaeHi 2016 poky xopox Managonynoc,
MOMOAUN PALHMK i3 30BHILLHBOT NOMITUKM Kamnawii Tpamn, 3po6us
Bpaxkatode 0JKpOBEHHS nepepn ronoBHMM aunnomatom AscTpanii
B BpuTtanii: y Pocii 6yna nonituyHa 6pya wopno Xinnapi
KniHTOH ...

153


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/30/us/politics/how-fbi-russia-investigation-began-george-papadopoulos.html%3Fmodule%3Dinline
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/us/politics/crossfire-hurricane-trump-russia-fbi-mueller-investigation.html%3Fmodule%3Dinline
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.justice.gov/storage/report.pdf
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.justice.gov/storage/report.pdf
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/us/politics/crossfire-hurricane-trump-russia-fbi-mueller-investigation.html%3Fauth%3Dlogin-email%26login%3Demail
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/us/politics/crossfire-hurricane-trump-russia-fbi-mueller-investigation.html%3Fauth%3Dlogin-email%26login%3Demail
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/30/us/politics/how-fbi-russia-investigation-began-george-papadopoulos.html%3Fauth%3Dlogin-email%26login%3Demail
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/30/us/politics/how-fbi-russia-investigation-began-george-papadopoulos.html%3Fauth%3Dlogin-email%26login%3Demail

The F.B.I. opened the investigation in late July 2016, code-named
Crossfire Hurricane, after receiving information from the Australian
government that a Trump campaign adviser had been
approached with an offer of stolen emails that could damage
Hillary Clinton’s campaign.

F.B.l. agents discovered the offer shortly after stolen Democratic
emails were released, and the events, along with ties between
other Trump advisers and Russia, set off fears that the Trump
campaign was conspiring with Russia’s interference.

The original Times stories about this episode concerned young
Trump aide George Papadopoulos, who supposedly was fed tales
of Russian “dirt” on Hillary Clinton by a mysterious Maltese
professor named Joseph Mifsud. This episode is the stated official
reason for opening an FBI investigation into Donald Trump’s
relationship with Russia. From the Mueller report:

That information prompted the FBI on July 31, 2016, to open an
investigation into whether individuals associated with the Trump
Campaign were coordinating with the Russian government in its
interference activities.

Previous Times stories described Papadopoulos as having been
definitively linked by emails to a “Russian intelligence operation.”
A December 30, 2017 Times story called, “How the Russia Inquiry
Began: A Campaign Aide, Drinks and Talk of Political Dirt” touted
the Mifsud episode as a clear indication of a Russia-Trump
connection:

During a night of heavy drinking at an upscale London bar in May
2016, George Papadopoulos, a young foreign policy adviser to the
Trump campaign, made a startling revelation to Australia’s top
diplomat in Britain: Russia had political dirt on Hillary Clinton...
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Man Managonynoc 3ycTpis [pxo3eda Midcyna, ManbTinCbLKOro
npodgecopa B TeNEpILLHIN HeicHYrouin JTOHOAOHCBKIN akagemii, ska
Mana LjiHHi KoHTakTh 3 MiHicTepcTBOM 3akopAoHHMX cnpas Pocii ...

Ix cninbHoto MeTo Byno JomMoBUTUCH NPO 3ycTpid MicTepa
Tpamna 3 npe3ngeHTomM Pocii Bonogumupom B. IMyTiHuMm y Mocksi
abo Mix iX BignoBigHMMM MOMIYHUKAMMU.

Lis icTopisa 3apa3 6eanag. Hixto He 3Hae, xTo YopT Mocud
Micbcya, umn xToch konu-Hebyab 6paB yyacTb Y Lin Ka3ui. Takum
YMHOM, Times He MOXe 3aBiTaTh 4O LbOro TUXHS.

HatomicTb raseta Tenep nuwle, Lo Kaska npo NManagonynoc
ccopmyntoBana «noboBaHHs, WO kaMnaHisa Tpamna 3amoBunacs
3 BTpyYaHHAM Pocii» nuwe 3 4YacoBuX NPUYNH, TOMY LLLO BOHA
npunwna ogpaay «mnicns» 3anomy DNC i B noegHaHHi 3 «3B’si13kaMu
MK iHWKUMK pagHukammn Tpamna 1a Pocig ».

IHWKMK cnoBamu, Lie abCOMOTHO HOBa BepCid Nogin 3
BigpenaroBaHnm KytoM Midocyaa (BMaaneHnin peaaktopom) .
Mam'sTante, WO Ue HIBUTO TepnnaYMi HyNLOBMI eniso (nepLua
npuyvHa nigospn) ana cnigerea Tpamn-Pociq, - i Pocil Bxxe Hemae
B Ui icTopil.

The Times He MOXe 3BMHYBa4dyBaTW L0 3MiHY Y xXepenax. HasiTb
SKLLO TM 3apas Noaun, SKi 3Hanomi 3 UMM NUTaHHSM, po3noBigatoTb
HOBY Bepcito icTopil npo Nanagonynoc, AOKYMEHT yxe
NPUCBAYEHWI IHLLIN BEPCIi . AK Ua HEBIQNOBIAHICTL He TypOye
penakTopis?

CTaTTa NPOAOBXKYETLCS:
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Mr. Papadopoulos met Joseph Mifsud, a Maltese professor at a
now-defunct London academy who had valuable contacts with the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs...

Their joint goal was to arrange a meeting between Mr. Trump and
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Moscow, or between their
respective aides.

That story is a mess now. No one knows who the hell Joseph
Mifsud is, or whether there was ever any Russian involvement in
this tale. As such, the Times can’t go there in this week’s write-up.

Instead, the paper now writes that the Papadolpoulos tale set off
“fears that that Trump campaign was conspiring with Russia’s
interference” for timing reasons only, because it came just “after”
the DNC hack and in conjunction with “ties between other Trump
advisers and Russia.”

In other words, this is a completely new version of events, with the
Mifsud angle edited out (removed by the editor). Remember that
this is supposedly the patient zero episode (first cause of
suspicion) for the Trump-Russia investigation — and there’s no
longer any Russia in the story.

The Times can’t blame this change on sources. Even if they’re
now being told by “people familiar with the matter” a new version
of the Papadopoulos story, the paper already committed to
another version. How does this discrepancy not bother editors?

The paper goes on:
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MicTtep Bapp yBaxHo kepye po3cnigyBaHHAM [lapema, HaBiTb
noaopoXyoumn o ITanii, Wwob wykatv 4oNOMOrn y TaMTeLLHiX
YMHOBHUKIB, OO HE AONYCTUTU HEOOI'PYHTOBAHOI 3MOBM, SKa
NEeXnTb B OCHOBI HanapgiB KOHCeEPBATOPIB Ha POCINCbKe
po3crigyBaHHS - WO iTanincbKM ypsaa gonomaras BfawwTyBaTu
KamnaHito Tpamna pagHuk, akomy B 2016 poui ckazanu, Lo y
pociaH 6yna 3rybHa iHdopMaLis, gka MoXe 3alUKOAUTU KaMnaHil
KniHToHa.

Ak BigmiTwue TA Frank Frank Vanity Fair y npuronomLinmeomy
TBODI KiIbKa TWKHIB TOMY , LLIJIKOM MOXe B6yTn «HEOOI'pyHTOBaHO0
3MOBOKO» CKa3aTu, LLO iTanincbKUin ypsaa OONOMIr « CTBOPUTM»
Managonynoca. Hemae KOHKpeTHUX gokaasie, ckaximo, LIPY, wo
Aopyyae ManbTiINCLKOMY akagemiky rogysaTu 6igHoro
Managonynoca ictopieto "opyany". Lia gymka npo Te, wo LIPY a6o
®BP GykBanbHO BUragyBanuy noAidHi po3nosigi 3 Linol TkaHHK
(nosHicTio cknageHol) gna obpamnenHs Tpamna, (MPUHaNMHI,
MOKM LLIO) HE NIATPUMYETBCA.

OpHak, HiYoro «HeobrpyHToBaHOro» B TOMY, W06 Hamaratumcs
JisHaTtucs, XTo Takmi YyopT Mocud Mideya.

lMepeBaxatoua Teopist Npecn NpoTAarom d6araTboXx POKiB,
3gaBanocs, oguH Pobept Mionnep cnpuiiHsae Te, wo Midcyn 6ys
POCINCLKMM BMPI3OM . (B3AEMHO O0BIPEHUN NOCEPEHNK, KN He
3Hae NnocBiaYeHb XXOOHOI CTOPOHU)

MpoTte CneuianbHW NPOKYPOP HIKOMM HE OOBOAMB i HABITb He
cTBepaXxyBas, Wwo Micdcyn 6ys pociicbkum areHtoM. Mionnep y
CBOIl A0MOBiAi 3aMiCTb LibOro BUKOPUCTOBYBaB XUTKUN TEPMIH
"nos'azaHni 3 Pocieto KoHTakT", Wwob onucatn Micdcya, skun mas
OyTn BENUKMM YepBOHMM NpanopoMm Ans iH. 3pewToto, BiH
CTaBUTb NUTAHHA Mpo Te, Yn 3HaB Mionnep, wo Midcyan He maB
peanbHuX 3B’A3KiB 3 Pocieto nig Yac HanucaHHSA 3BiTy.

Mtionnep i PBP gincHo matoTb AedKi MOSICHEHHS LWOAO NOTro
xapaktepuctuk Mipcyaa. Mionnep Bignosis: " A He MOXxy
BCTYNuUTY B Ue ", konu [hxum [xopaaH 3anutas, um € Micdecyn
3axigHO PO3BIAKOK YM POCINCBKOI PO3BIAKOH (BiH He
3anponoHyBaB i TPETbOI MOXITMBOCTI).
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Mr. Barr is closely managing the Durham investigation, even
traveling to Italy to seek help from officials there to run down an
unfounded conspiracy that is at the heart of conservatives’
attacks on the Russia investigation — that the Italian government
helped set up the Trump campaign adviser who was told in 2016
that the Russians had damaging information that could hurt
Clinton’s campaign.

As Vanity Fair’s T.A. Frank noted in a terrific piece a few weeks
ago, it may well be an “unfounded conspiracy” to say the ltalian
government helped “set up” Papadopoulos. There’s no concrete
evidence of, say, the CIA instructing the Maltese academic to feed
poor Papadopoulos the “dirt” story. That idea that the CIA or the
FBI literally concocted such narratives out of whole cloth (entirely
made up) to frame Trump is (at least so far) unsupported.

However, there’s nothing “unfounded” about trying to find out who
the hell Joseph Mifsud is.

The prevailing press theory for years, one Robert Mueller himself
seemed to embrace, was that Mifsud was a Russian cutout.
(mutually trusted intermediary who does not know identities of
either party)

The Special Prosecutor however never proved or even asserted
that Mifsud was a Russian agent. Mueller in his report instead
used the sleazy term “Russia-related contact” to describe Mifsud,
which should have been a big red flag for al. In retrospect, it raises
the question of whether or not Mueller knew Mifsud had no real
Russia ties when he wrote the report.

Mueller and the FBI really have some explaining to do with regard
to its characterizations of Mifsud. Mueller answered, “| can’t get
into that,” when asked by Jim Jordan if Mifsud was Western
intelligence or Russian intelligence (he didn’t offer a third
possibility, neither).
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Daily Beast , HE Tak gaBHo nosigomnsanocs , wo Mifsud, nepLu
Hi>K BiH NiWoB y nigninng (Bcs ud icTopist HacTiNbkn abcypaHo
npurogHuubkninl), Nonpocue 3axmcTy iTanincekoi noniuii. BiH
HIOUTO BUrosIOCUB 3aronoBOK, LLLOO " NOACHUTKU, YOMY NOAN
MOXYTb XOTiTK MOMY 3anogiatu wkogy ". 3 ictopii 3sipa :

[xepeno B MiHicTepcTsi tocTuuil ITanil, BUcCTynaro4m 3a ymoBu
aHoHiIMHoCTI, po3nogino The Daily Beast, wo bapp i Japem
BIATBOPUIIN CTPIYKY ...

Akwo ua cTpivka icHye, M1 BCi MOBUHHI TI noyyTW. Hacnpaegai,
BpaxoBYHUMN BaXIMBICTb L€l iCTOpPIi 3a ABa 4OBri poku
3a4yLUNIMBUX CynepeYvok, MU BCi MOBMHHI XOTiTM BaunTu, Sk Len
xnoneupb 3ropHyBcs B [lanneca, 3aMmackoBaHWI i Ha rapmari, 9K
MaHHiGan Jlektep. Midcyn moxe BUABUTUCA BUMNALKOBUM
NepCoHaXeM, SK1UA NOTpanuB Yy L0 CrpaBy BMNagKoBoO, ane Bce-
Takn HaM HanexuTb MNOSICHEHHS.

" Talmc" i 6inbwicTb "Megia-megia" xodyTb, WOO6 MU BipMnw, WO
Oyob-sike 3nounHHe gocnimpkeHHst Japxema (KpumiHanbHe
poscrigyeaHHg [Japem) € XMBHOK TaKTUKOLO, "IHCTPYMEHTOM Ans
©opoTLOM 3 NoniTMYHMMK BOporamm®.

AKWwo ue 30aeTbCa 3HaNOMUM, Lie TOMY, O Taki cTaHUil, K QOKC i
Taki noniTuKK, gk Tpamn, Xo4yTb, Wob ayantopia 6adnna
po3cnigyBaHHsA Ykpainu / imniumeHTy B Takomy X csiTni (" Yeprose
NOMOBaHHA Ha BiAbOM ", - rOBOpPUTbL Tpamn).

O6wugga gii € cnpoweHumMu. My BUXOANMO 3a paMKkn Byab-gKoro
CLeHapito, e € Xxopolua i noraHa cTopoHa. HagiTb kbn 3a NeBHUM
Big4aneHnM BUNagkoMm nig yciMm umm 6yno sBHe HEBUHHE / BUHHE
napTusaHcbKe OnoBidaHHs, M1 6 LbOro He 3HanNKU, TOMY LLO Xo4Ha
3i ctopiH 3MI He mae X0oAHOT CMPOMOXHOCTI JXKYHrnipyBaTH
HeoaHO3HauHiI po3nosigi. " Tatumc", sk i Pokc, Tenep 3a
3aMOBYYBaHHAM [0 HEMMOBIPHO CNpOLLEeHOoro. binbLwicTb iHWNX
TOProBUX TOYOK HACTYMHI.
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The Daily Beast not long ago reported that Mifsud, before he
went into hiding (this whole story is so absurdly cloak-and-
dagger!), asked for Italian police protection. He supposedly gave a
taped deposition to “explain just why people might want to harm
him.” From the Beast story:

A source in the Italian Ministry of Justice, speaking on the
condition of anonymity, told The Daily Beast that Barr and Durham
were played the tape...

If that tape exists, we should all want to hear it. In fact, given this
story’s importance in two long years of suffocating controversies,
we should all want to see this guy rolled into Dulles, masked and
on a gurney like Hannibal Lecter. Mifsud might end up being an
incidental character who got sucked into this thing by accident, but
we're owed an explanation nonetheless.

The Times and most of the “mainstream media” want us to believe
that any Durham criminal probe (criminal investigation by Durham)
is a bogus tactic, a “tool to be wielded against political enemies.”

If that sounds familiar, it's because stations like Fox and politicians
like Trump want audiences to see the Ukraine/impeachment
investigation in exactly that same light (“Another witch hunt,”
Trump says).

Both takes are simplistic. We’re beyond any scenario where
there’s a good side and a bad side. Even if by some remote
chance there were a clear innocent/guilty partisan narrative
underneath all of this, we wouldn’t know, because neither side’s
media has any capacity anymore for juggling ambiguous
narratives. The Times, just like Fox, now defaults to the
unbelievably simplistic. Most other commercial outlets are
following suit.
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Hanpuknag, Tpamn, cxoxe, Ma€e AaBHi yAaBIEHHS MPO posib
Ykpainu B PocrewnTi (BiH MOXe BBaXkaTu TEOPI€l0 TOro, Lo
YkpaiHa, Hanpuknag, sanamana OHK). MNpoTe, ue He3anepevHui
dakT, wo YkpaiHa npautoBana Hag TuM , Wo0 4ONOMOrTH
aemokpaTtam npotuctosaty Tpamny B 2016 poui. YkpaiHCbkun cyg,
yXBasimB pilleHHsA Npo Te, Lo NOoro ypsas He3akoHHO BTPYTUBCH B
aMepuKaHCbki BUOoOpW, cepeq, iHWoro, Hagakun iHopmMalito npo
BUNNaTN KONULIHBOMY MeHemkepy kamnaHii Tpamna MaHadopTy.

Lle 6yno nicna Toro, sik BeTepaH [JeMokpaTU4HOi onepaTUBHOIO
imeHi AHgpea Chalupa BigBigaB YkpaiHy B nowykax Trump OPPO
(onosuuia gocnimKeHs) , SKi, He TO, WO XTO -TO MIKNYeETbCS, Le X
icTopia 3 Ukrainegate , 3 Tieto pisHuueto, wo Chalupa Hi
npesngeHToMm CnonyyeHux LUtaTiB , konm BOHa nonpocuna y
3aKopaOHHOrOo ypsiay Opyay Woao kaHaMaarta B Npe3naeHTy.
OpfHak, HaBiTb NpocTe (hakTUYHE CNOCTEPEXKEHHS 3a TUM, LLO
TpaH3akuig Yanyna / YkpaiHa Bigbynacs, ctano HEMOXIMBUM Y
HUHILWHBOMY MeainHOMY naHawadTi.

IcTopia Chalupa cnovatky 6yna anamaHa lMonimuko penoptep
KeH ®orenb B 2017 poui ( « ykpaiHCbkux 3ycunb caboTtyBaTu
Trump BigrykHeTbcs »). Ane Politico Tenep onucye, wo Tpamn
NPUXUIBHUI 40 "HEOBrpyHTOBaHMX 3BMHYBAYEHbD ... TEOPIT 3MOBU
npo Te, Wo YKpaiHa gonomarana gemokpartam Ha Bubopax 2016
poky".

lNonimuko cnovaTky NoBiAOMASAB, WO Teopis 3mosu!

Ocb sk gictanucsa gueHi pedi. Lle 198 4 / Peanisauis peanbHOCTI
Ha piBHi YiHCTOHa CwmiTa.

Hemae XoaHoro KoHTeKCTy, B ikomy 6yno 6 3akoHHO
BUKOPUCTOBYBATU BiICLKOBY AOMNOMOrY, ika (iHaHCYETbCS
nnaTHUKaMu nogaTkis, ANg OTPUMaHHSA iHdopMaLii Npo
0COBMCTOro NONITUYHOIO KOHKYpeHTa. Arne KOHTEKCT ApamMu Nnpo
iMAiYmMeHT 3miHMBCA 6, Akbn BMABMIOCS, WO B LEeHTpi Russiagate
€ HEe3aKOHHOCTI .

157


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.ft.com/content/c98078d0-6ae7-11e6-a0b1-d87a9fea034f
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.ft.com/content/c98078d0-6ae7-11e6-a0b1-d87a9fea034f
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.ft.com/content/c98078d0-6ae7-11e6-a0b1-d87a9fea034f
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/12/world/europe/ukraine-paul-manafort.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.politico.com/news/2019/10/25/trump-defends-rudy-giuliani-legal-probe-057578
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=uk&u=https://www.politico.com/news/2019/10/25/trump-defends-rudy-giuliani-legal-probe-057578

For instance, Trump seems to have far-out ideas about Ukraine’s
role in Russiagate (he may believe a theory that Ukraine hacked
the DNC, for instance). Still, it's an undeniable fact that Ukraine
worked to help Democrats oppose Trump in 2016. A Ukrainian
court has ruled that its government “meddled” illegally in the
American election, among other things by providing information
about payments made to former Trump campaign manager
Manafort.

This was after a veteran Democratic operative named Andrea
Chalupa traveled to Ukraine in search of Trump oppo (opposition
research), which, not that anyone cares, is a similar story to
Ukrainegate, the difference being that Chalupa was not president
of the United States when she asked a foreign government for dirt
about a presidential candidate. Even making the simple factual
observation that the Chalupa/Ukraine transaction took place,
however, has become an impaossibility in the current media
landscape.

The Chalupa story was originally broken by Politico reporter Ken
Vogel in 2017 (“Ukrainian efforts to sabotage Trump backfire”).
But Politico now describes Trump being committed to
“‘unsubstantiated allegations... a conspiracy theory that Ukraine
aided Democrats in the 2016 election.”

Politico originally reported that conspiracy theory!

That’s how weird things have gotten. It's 1984/Winston Smith-level
reality-editing.

There’s no context in which it would be legitimate to leverage
taxpayer-funded military aid to get information about a personal
political rival. But the context of the impeachment drama would
change if turned out there were illegalities at the heart of
Russiagate.
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HagiTb BigcTyn Big TOro, o, HanesHo, Beaxae Tpamn, npo 100%
pamkoBy poboTy, Byae pynHIBHOW Kopynuieto. AKLLO, Hanpuknag,
LIPY a6o ®BP npocTo npocounnuncsa abo 3aHagTo
iHTepnpeTyBanu po3BigKy, BOHA 3Hana, Lo Le HenpaBanso abo
HeHapgiNHO, OCKINbKN BOHA cnyrye 6axxaHomy nonitTm4HoMy
3aBepLUeHHto, 6yno 6 HeBUNpaBgaHNM, CBOEPIAHMM AOMALLHIM
ckaHganom 3 3M3. Lle He BunpaBsaano 6 KOHTpaTaKy KOHTpaTak
Tpamna / xyniaHi, ane ue, 6€3yMOBHO, NOSICHUTL Lie.

Mwn moxemo cnocTepiratv LWMpokoMacLuTabHy Kopynuito Ta
BiAXWMEHHS Bi4 HOPM Yy BCiX HanpaMkax. Lli ayenbHi
po3crigyBaHHA crif po3yMiTK sIK Npentogito Ao
FeTTepaamMmMepyHra, B SIKOMY KO Ha i3 CTOPiH He Moxe ByTn
NPaBUNbHOLO, | BaXKNUMBILLE NUTAHHSA, Ha Xalb, MOXEe BUABUTUCA
TUM, XTO BrepLue 3po6buTb CBOKO Crpasy.

Y Takum Yac, gk nogum, noTpibHi hakTuyHi 3BiTK SK Hikonu. 3amicTb
LbOro MM OTPUMYEMO NULLIE NPEC-PENi3N KOMaHAW, SK LS
OHOBIeHa icTopis Times . Akun 6e3nag.
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Even a step down from what Trump appears to believe, about a
100% frame job, would be devastating corruption. If, for instance,
the CIA or FBI merely leaked or over-interpreted intelligence it
knew to be false or unreliable because it served a desired political
end would be inexcusable, a kind of domestic WMD scandal. That
wouldn’t wholly excuse the Trump/Giuliani counterattacking caper,
but it sure would explain it.

We could be seeing wide-scale corruption and departures from
norms in all directions. These dueling investigations should be
understood as the prelude to a Gétterdammerung in which neither
side may be right, and the more important question, unfortunately,
might end up being who makes their case first.

During a time like this, people need factual reports more than
ever. All we're getting instead are team press releases like this
upchucked Times story. What a mess.
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15. KonbopoBi peBonouii NOBepTaloTbCH

BoaoMYy

IIpouec iMniYMeHTY NPUHOCUTDH PAIOIIi "' CIIPUSTHHS
AeMOKpaTii' Ha CTOPOHI.

MeTT Tanb6i 30 nuctonaga 2019 poky

\
SAIL

MepLmit payHg cnyxaHb Npo iMAiYMEHT NO Tenesi3opy
3akiH4mBCS. Y yomy ByB ceHc?
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15. The Color Revolutions Come Home

The impeachment process brings the joys of
""democracy promotion®* stateside.

Matt TaibbiNov 30, 2019

\
SAIL

The first round of televised impeachment hearings is over. What
was the point?
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CniyxaHHS He BMAMHYIM Ha NigTPUMKY iMNIYMEHTY Ha
HauioHanbHOMY piBHi. Y gepxxaBax 60MOBUX NOAiN eHTy3ia3m
rPOMaACLKOCTI, MOXINUBO, HaBITb 3MEHLUMBCS . 3aCyAKEeHHS
Honanbga Tpamna B CeHaTi 3anuwaeTtbcsa dhaHTasiern, OCKiNbKn
He NPOCYHYBCS oAeH pecnybrnikaHeub. Hessaxatoum Ha
GaraTomicsiyHe NOCTiiHE BUCBITNEHHS!, IKE OroNoLLY€E NOro
3MNOYUHLEM, PEUTUHT CxBaneHHs Tpamna nigHaBscs .

3peLuToto, iIMMNIYMEHT MOXE HE BUKOHYBATM XXOOHUX CBOIX HIOUTO
Llinen, oKpiM ofHie: ik BoXeBinbHWI cToBBYp. [i kepiBHKK, rornosa
KomiTeTy 3 nuTaHb iHTEeNnekTyanbHoi po3Bigkn Agam Wndd - ue
BEpCisi My3n4HOI KOMegii iHKBi3uTopa woy. CMinueuim, 4ypHUN i
NEeBHUIN, CNOBHEHWI CNi3, WO6 NPONMTUCH Ha BEYIPKY, HIKONN He
BXXMBao4M ABOX CIiB, KONW € Yac Ans coTHi, KanidopHincbkui
OEMOKpaT BUKOPUCTOBYE LIMPK, LWOO BUNPaBUTN CMYry NOMMJIOK.

BiH nparHe BigHOBUTM BipHICTb TEOPISIM IHO3EMHOT NiAPUBHOT
[isStNbHOCTI, 3N04YNHHO 3abyToi NocT-MionnepiBCcbKO
rpoMafCbKIiCTIO, 3anepeyye sk "Teopito 3aMoBU" YyTKN NPo
HenpaBOMIpHiI po3BiakM cneucnyx6amm Ta NPaBOOXOPOHHUMU
opraHamu, ANCKpeauTye BCi HECNYXHSAHI / He3aBipeHi 3acobu
MacoBOI iHpopMaU,il Ta 3aaBMsE AK NMMTaHHS NPO 3aKOH Npo
nomunky Bubopuis, gki B 2016 poui npueenu B pyx nogii, aki
npu3Benun 4o NigpuBy HALLIOrO CBALLEHHOIO KOHCEHCYCY
HaLjioHanbHOT be3neku.

Axkwo apomat PR-kamnaHii npoTtn " gukratopcbkoro " Tpamna
BiguyBae cebe 3HanoMuMm, Le TOMy, L0 MU Yynu MOro paHilwe.
MpuHanmHi, mato. MeHi 3gaeTbeca, 9 Make TpUAUSTb POKIB
OUBNIOCA Ty caMy iCTOpIt0 HA HECKIHYEHHOMY LWKN.

AmMepuKaHCbKi gunnomaTi NigWTOBXYTh HENONYNSPHI
"pedopmun"; HaLliOHaNICTUYHMIA pyX NiAHIMAETLCA Y BiANOBIAb;
Amepurka HamaraeTbCs NOBanNUTM HalioHanicTa.

Mwu Ha3nmBaemo ue "npocyBaHHA AeMokpaTil®, i 1 NOBUHEH ByB
crnocTepiraTi 3a UMM yBaXXHO, NPOTArOM AecsTka poKiB y KpaiHax,
LLIO0 po3BMBatOTLCS, Takux sk Pocia, MoHronia ta Y3bekncraH.
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Support for impeachment nationally was unaffected by hearings.
In battleground states, public enthusiasm may even

have declined. Conviction of Donald Trump in the Senate remains
a fantasy, as not one Republican has budged. Despite months of
constant coverage denouncing him as a criminal, Trump’s
approval rating has ticked up.

In the end, impeachment may not fulfill any of its ostensible
purposes, except one: as a bullhorn of crazy. Its leader, House
Intelligence Committee chief Adam Schiff, is a musical comedy
version of a show trial inquisitor. Vainglorious, stupid, and certain,
full of tears to be shed for party, never using two words when
there’s time for a hundred, the California Democrat is using the
circus to right a smorgasbord of wrongs.

He seeks to restore fealty to theories of foreign subversion
villainously forgotten by the post-Mueller public, denounce as
“conspiracy theory” rumors of wrongdoing by the intelligence and
enforcement agencies, discredit all disobedient/non-credentialed
media, and declare as a matter of law the error of voters who in
2016 set in motion events that led to the undermining of our
sacred national security consensus.

If the flavor of the PR campaign against “dictator-like” Trump feels
familiar, it's because we’'ve heard it before. At least, | have. | feel
like I've been watching the same story on an endless loop for
almost thirty years.

American diplomats push unpopular “reforms”; nationalist
movement rises in response; America tries to overthrow the
nationalist.

We call it “democracy promotion,” and | got to watch it up close,
over a dozen years in developing countries like Russia, Mongolia,
and Uzbekistan.
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"DP" (demokpaTis cnpusHHSA) NOMUMHAETLCS 3i CTapTOBMX HAbopiB
MOMNOAUX aMepPUKaHCbKMUX KOHCYIbTaHTIB, L0 BUTpMBAnu naprTil,
Lo NpobuBalTbCs A0 iIHO3EMHUX CTOMULb, i€ BOHM CNiSKYIOTbCS
nuLLe Mk coBo0 B 3MOBI OJHOMOBHOCTI. IX NepLIo po6oTo €
npucBoeHHs binnx LWWanok Ta YopHux Lanok micuesnum
NoniTUKaM, Ha OCHOBI SKUX € | He € APYKHIMW [0 aMepUKaHCbKUX
Oi3Hec-iHTepeciB.

Kpok apyrum - nepekoHatucs, wo bini Kanentoxu sanuwarTbes
npu Bnagi Hasaexan, a YopHi Kanentoxu 3anuwaroTbCcsa nosa
mexamu. Mamke B 100% BMNagkiB Lie CTOCYETbCSA HANoONsAraHHs
MONITUKN, AKa HagmMxae MicLileBe HacerneHHsa HeHaBnaiTK Hac.
HaBiTb Tam, ae ix Hikonu He 6yno, M1 CTBOPOEMO OBI'PYHTYBAHHS
aHTUaMEPUKAHCBKMX PYXiB.

Pocisa Ta YkpaiHa, nBa ronoBHUX rpaBus B gpami iMniumeHTy, Oynu
SACKpaBMMUM NpuKnagamu.

B YkpaiHi Ha noyaTKy AeB'SSHOCTUX MW NoBepPHYNK noHag, 371
MiNbMOHIB gonapiB No3uku Yepes CeiToBuM 6aHK y BigNoOBigb HA
"pecbopmun ". "Pecbopma"” Gyna Kogom KOpCTKOi eKOHOMIi, TOBTO
CKOPOYEHHSA BroaXKeTy, WO CNPUYMHANO MACOBI 3BifIbHEHHS,
MPUMNUHEHHS CiNbCbKOrOCNOAapChknx cybcunain Ta nigBuLLEHHS LiH
Ha NPOOYKTU XapyyBaHHS, MasyT, opeHay Ta 6e3niy iHWnx
LLOAEHHUX BUTPAT. Mu Takox cnoHcopyBanu nporpamm LWemnAKoT
npuBaTM3aLii 3a 4ONOMOro reHiiB 3 Takux ycTaHoB, (K MapBapa.

Lli nporpamu macoBo npuckopunu Kopynuito B 060x KpaiHax,
ockinbku "bini kanentoxu" B Mocksi Ta Knesi ckopucranucs
MOXIMBICTIO "NpmnBaTn3dyBaTtn” LiHHI AepXXKaBHI aKTUBU B PYKK

apyasis.

Konu y Bignosigb 3pocnun aHTuamepukaHCbKi HACTPOI, HaLli
KOHCYNbTaHTU Nogymanu, Wo ue niapobneHi HoBuHW. [lymka npo
T€e, WO KOSTMLLUHI KOMYHICTUYHI HapOAM MOXYTb acoLitoBaT ix 3
eKoOHOMiYHoo BigHicTio abo kopynuieto, noBnHHa Byna ByTu
KpMuyLLO0. 3peLUToro, ra3eTn HanoOBHIOBANMCh Kaskamun npo
LLacnNuBMX iHO3eMUiB, SIKi NnepexoaaTb Ha PUHKOBY EKOHOMIKY,
HaCOMNOKYOUYMCh 3aXOMSIEHHSAMWN BNACHOCTI BigeoMarHitodoHa,
Pizza Hut Towo. Y Pocii HaBiTb 6yna cBosi BnacHa IKEA!
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“‘DP”(Democracy Promotion) begins with starter kits of party-hardy
young American consultants breezing into foreign capitals, where
they hang out only with each other in a conspiracy of
monolingualism. Their first job is assigning White Hats and Black
Hats to local politicians, based upon which are and are not friendly
to American business interests.

Step two is making sure White Hats remain in power forever, and
Black Hats stay out. In almost 100% of cases, this involves
pushing policies that inspire local populations to hate us. Even
where they never existed, we create rationales for anti-American
movements.

Russia and Ukraine, the two central players in the impeachment
drama, were prime examples.

In Ukraine in the early nineties, we forked over $371 million in
loans through the World Bank back in return for “reforms.”
“‘Reform” was code for austerity, i.e. budget cuts causing mass
layoffs, the end of agricultural subsidies, and raised prices for
food, heating oil, rent, and a host of other day-to-day costs. We
also sponsored high-speed privatization programs with the aid of
geniuses from institutions like Harvard.

These programs massively accelerated corruption in both
countries, as White Hats in Moscow and Kiev used the opportunity
to “privatize” valuable state assets into the hands of cronies.

When anti-American sentiment rose in response, our consultants
thought it was fake news. The notion that ex-communist peoples
might associate them with economic misery or corruption had to
be vicious rumor. After all, newspapers were filled with tales of
happy foreigners transitioning to a market economy, enjoying the
thrills of VCR ownership, Pizza Hut, etc. Russia even had its own
IKEA!
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Ha guBoBWXHOMY NpuKnagi Toro, K M1 nepecnigysann noraxi
piLleHHSA 3 ripwmnMm, M1 4ONOMOINK opraHizysati nosuky MB® y
po3mipi 10,2 Minbsipga gonapis, sika 3a o4eBUAHUM 30irom
obcTaBuH Mamke TOYHO Bignosigana 6opry 3a Ye4eHCbKi BilHK
Bopuca €nbuunHa. IHWuMK cnosamu, Wo6 3axmcTntTn Hawy biny
Lanouky B Mocksi, M1 Mo CyTi (biHaHCyBanun BTOPrHEHHS B
"pO3HUN.

Jlo KiHUS OeB'AHOCTMX MU AOMOMOrnu no3dtaBnTK MiNbUOHIB
cnoB'sH 6e3 poboTK, BIOKMIOYMIM IXHIO CMEKy, ckacyBanu MeauyHy
AO0MNOMOTrY, 3HSAMN OPEHAHY NNaTy, CTBOPUIN CBUHSAYNIA (SIK CBUHI)
Knac onirapxis (cTBopuTtn dhiHaHcoBY BpaHgmayep nNpoTu
KOMYHi3My) Ta 4ONOMOrnu ddiHaHCyBaTU XXOPCTOKY BiHY Ha IXHin
TepuTopil.

He anBHO, WO HauUioHanNICTU4YHI pyxu 3poctanu, amyytoum CLUA
GinbLe BTpy4aTumcs, Wob 3axncTnT nodaTkoBe BTpyYaHHS. Lien
HEe3MIHHMI UMK AYPOCTi € O3HAKOK aMepPUKaHCbKOI 30BHILLHBOT
NONITUKMN.

[lo KiHUS TMca4oniTTa Taki opraHisauii, K "cnpusHHS gemokparii”,
Taki Ak HauioHanbHMIn AeMoKpaTUYHNA IHCTUTYT, MixkHapoaHWI
pecnybnikaHcbkui iHCTUTYT, USAID, 3akiHdyBanu "KoHcynbTauii"
Ta NigTPUMKY NOrCTUYHOI KaMnaHii, Hanpuknag, aAng CTBOPEHHS
OMO3MLINHNX PYyXiB 0O NOBHOMACLUTAaOHOro NoBasneHHs ypagy.

Mig yac nepwoi «konboposoi pesontouii» B Cepbii B8 2000 poui
opraHisauii «DP», wo diHaHcyBanucsa USAID, nigtpumanu
MiCLIeBUIW NPOTECTHUI PyX Nif Ha3BoK «Otpor », AKUN opraHisyBas
apMmito npoTectytoumx. Mu 3annaTtunu 3a 5000 6aHok chapboto 3
dapboto, aky npotecTtyBanbHUKM «OTNOPY» Nucanu rpaditi,
po3puBatoum CnobogaHa Minowesunya no Bcin Cepbii, B Ton vac
K BKnagaB 2,5 MinbnoHa «BiH 3akiH4eHnn!» CKIemnku Ha cTiHax
CKpI3b.

"Konboposi pesontoui” 3'aBunucs y GinbLIOCTi KpaiH perioHy 3
nigepom, akui He 3aTeepams Amepuka: ['pysia, KupruscraH,
MonpgoBa Ta iH. CueHapivi nepenbayvas iHaHCyBaHHSA
ONO3ULINHNX pyXiB, NYBMiYHI NPOTECTN Ta CTPaNKK, a TaKoX
HeBOnaraHHy rpomMaacCbKiCTb 3 BUCOKMMU AonapaMuy KamnaHii
OO0 BiAHOCUH, LLIO NPOCYyBaloTb NPUCKOPEHi pedpeperayMu Woao
Bnagn, 4acTto 4Yepes naprnameHT.
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In an amazing example of how we chased bad decisions with
worse ones, we helped arrange a $10.2 billion I.M.F. loan in 1996
that, in a conspicuous coincidence, almost exactly matched Boris
Yeltsin’s Chechen war debt. In other words, to protect our White
Hat in Moscow, we essentially financed the invasion of Grozny.

By the late nineties we’d helped put millions of Slavs out of jobs,
turned off their heat, canceled their health care, jacked up rents,
created a swinish (like pigs) oligarch class (to create a financial
firewall against communism), and helped finance a brutal war on
their territory.

Unsurprisingly, nationalist movements surged, forcing the U.S. to
meddle more, to protect the initial meddling. This interminable
stupidity cycle is the hallmark of American foreign policy.

By the end of the millennium, “democracy promotion”
organizations like the National Democratic Institute, the
International Republican Institute, and USAID were graduating
from “advice” and logistical campaign support to egging opposition
movements to full-blown government overthrows.

In the first “color revolution” in Serbia in 2000, “DP” organizations
funded by USAID backed an on-the-ground protest

movement called “Otpor,” which organized an army of protesters.
We paid for 5,000 cans of spray paint that “Otpor” protesters used
to write graffiti ripping Slobodan Milosevic all over Serbia, while
putting 2.5 million “He’s Finished!” stickers on walls everywhere.

“Color revolutions” popped up in most every country in the region
with a non-American-approved leader: Georgia, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, etc. The script involved funding opposition movements,
public protests, and strikes, and relentless, high-dollar public
relations campaigns pushing accelerated referendums on power,
often through parliament.
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Arne Ton camuin HegonNiK, KM NOPYLUNB OpUriHanbHi 3ycunns 3
NpoCcyBaHHA AeMOKpaTil - Halla roTOBHICTb 3anniowWwmnTn odi Ha
KOpynuito amepurkaHCbKMX "Ginnx wanok" - 3pobums GinbLwicTb
KOSIbOPOBMX PEBOIOLIN HEraMHMMKW HEBAAYaMM.

Mixein CaakawwBini B I'pysii, pexum akoro xopmpk Byl
XapakTtepuayBaB sk " Magk ceoboam ", OyB BUCNaHUM 3 nocaau 3a
HEKOMMNETEHTHICTb Ta Kopynuito. BiH onnHuecs nepeq
3BMHYBaYeHHAM SK y ['pya3ii, Tak i B YkpaiHi, e noro satpmmanu
nicns NigHATTSA Ha Aax Ta Norpo3u CTPUBHYTH .

Mepwa «nomapaHyeBa» peBontouis B YKpaiHi npussena go
CTIfTbKOX CYTUYOK MiXK NiATPUMaHUMM 3axigHMMM NonNiTMKaMm
Biktopom KOweHkom Ta KOnieto TUMOLLEHKO, KOXEH 3 SIKMX
3BMHYBa4dyBaB iHLLIMX Y po3nartoBaHHi Kopynuil, Wo yKpaiHui B
KiHLLleBOMY MiACYMKY ronocyBanu 3a NoavHy, sika byna
cnpoBokoBaHa nosctaHHAM 2004 poky. odicy Biktop AHykoBUY.

Y Knprunsctani KypmaHbek bakieB macoBo 36araTtue CBOK POAMHY,
NOKW rpoMagsiHi 3amep3anu Big HecTadi enekTpoeHeprii. Haw
YyonoBiK y BillKkeKy B KiHLEeBOMY MiACYMKY Mignanue BiCbka Ha
HaTOBMMW, sIKi NpoTecTyBanu NpPoTK NOro NpaBniHHSA, 3anuLUMBLIN
woHanmMeHwe 85 3arnbnux , nepL Hix Tikatn go binopyci (1).

MMig yac kpuBaBmx NpoTecTiB "€Bpomangany” B YkpaiHi B 2014
poui MK niaTpumanu o30poeHi "6onoBuKN B Mackax", Lo
3axonnioBanu ypsaosi 6yaisni, Wo Npmu3Beno 4o CUEHN, B SKin
[bxoH MakkeliH CToSB nniv-0-Mniy 3 aritTaTopamMu yKpaiHCbKOT
opraHisauii "Csoboga" - OykBanbHMMWU HEOHALIMCTAMM
opuriHanNbHUM CUMBOSOM sIKMX BYB Ha OCHOBI CBACTUKM - | CKa3aB:
" AMepuka 3 Toboto "
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But the same flaw that had dogged the original “democracy
promotion” efforts — our willingness to turn a blind eye to

corruption of America’s “White Hats” — made most of the color
revolutions immediate failures.

Mikheil Saakashvili in Georgia, whose regime George W. Bush
described as a “beacon of liberty,” was hounded from office for
incompetence and corruption. He ended up facing charges in both
Georgia and Ukraine, where he was arrested after climbing to a
roof and threatening to jump.

The first “Orange” revolution in Ukraine led to so much infighting
between Western-backed politicians Viktor Yuschenko and Yulia
Tymoschenko, with each accusing the other of fomenting
corruption, that Ukrainians ended up voting back in the man the
2004 revolt was designed to keep out of office, Viktor
Yanukovich.

In Kyrgyzstan, Kurmanbek Bakiyev massively enriched his family
while citizens froze in power shortages. Our Man in Bishkek
ended up having troops fire on crowds that protested his rule,
leaving at least 85 dead, before fleeing to Belarus (!).

In the bloody “Euromaidan” protests in Ukraine in 2014, we
backed armed “masked militants” seizing government buildings,
leading to a scene in which John McCain stood side by side with
agitators from Ukraine’s Svoboda organization — literal neo-Nazis
whose original symbol was based on a Swastika — and said,
“America is with you.”
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AMepurKaHCbKi gunnomaTi 0 OCTaHHbOI AeTani nnaHysanu
ManbyTHe YKpaiHu. PocisHu nponycTunu sanucaHui TenedoHHUN
O3BIHOK MiXK MOMIYHUKOM aepxcekpeTaps Biktopieto HynaHg Ta
nocnom B Ykpaini xeddpi MNaetTom. HynaHg He BipuB, WO nigep
ono3auuii / 6okcep Bitanin Kiuko noBuHeH 6yTun "B ypaai”, a iHWnA
ono3uuinHMn nigep Ha iM's ApceHin AueHtoK. Y O3BiHKY BENMKUNA
HadanbHWK nogas NaneTTy nanHu 6yTepbpoa, skuin 3'iB Noro
nicns naysu:

HynaHo: 5 edsiearo ' m dymaro , wo Klitsch noeuHer timu e
ypsi0 . A He dymaro, wo ue nompibHo. 5 He Oymaro, wo ue eapHa
ides.

lMademm: (nicriga mumi). Tak, 51 2adato ... mu Oymaeuw ... Wo
cmocyembcsi moeo, wob 8iH He exodues 0o ypsdy, Mpocmo Hexal
8iH 3anuwaemscs Ha Micui | BUKOHY€E C80I rnonimu4Hi domaluHi
3a80aHHSA ...?

Hynard: (nepebusaroyu) 5 dymaro, wo Ay - ye mou xsoneub,
AKUU Mae ekoHoMiYHUU doceid, 0oceid yrpaesriiHHS ...

MMicna Toro, sk My BcTaHoBUNM «Hawy noanHy» B Kuesi B 2014
poui, Bonogmumup MyTiH, SKnin HACTiNbkM DOSIBCS aMEPUKAHCBKOro
BMMMBY, L0 BiH BUrHaB Taki opradisadii, K USAID 3a «noniTu4Hy
iHXXeHepito», - 3ngKkaBcs | HanpasumB Bincbka 0o Kpumy. Lle
CMPOBOKYBAsio L0 OCTaHHIO aMepUKaHCbKY BiAMNoBiab irpoBoOi
KHUIN, « Ud arpecig He BUTpUMAae, NioanHa ».
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America’s diplomats planned Ukraine’s future to the last detail.
Russians leaked a recorded phone call between Assistant
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland and Ambassador to Ukraine
Geoffrey Pyatt. Nuland didn’t believe opposition leader/boxer Vitali
Kitschko should be “in government,” while another opposition
leader named Arseniy Yatsenuk should be. In the call, the big
boss served a shit sandwich to Pyatt, who ate it after a pause:

Nuland: I dont think Klitsch should go into the government. |
don’t think it’s necessary. | don’t think it's a good idea.

Pyatt: (after moment). Yeah, | guess... you think... in terms of him
not going into the government, just let him stay out and do his
political homework...?

Nuland: (interrupting) | think Yats is the guy who'’s got the
economic experience, the governing experience...

After we installed Our Man in Kiev in 2014, Vladimir Putin — who
was so afraid of American influence that he banished
organizations like USAIDfor “political engineering” — freaked out
and sent troops into Crimea. This triggered this last playbook
American response, the “this aggression will not stand, Man”
routine.
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16. Ha BenukopocincbKOMY Kanepci

MeTT Tan66i31 rpygHs 2019 poky

MMicnsa kaHikyn s 6yay NOYMHATK HOBY CEPIVHY KHUTY B LIbOMY
npocTopi, 3amiHooum Untitledgate Ha The Great Russia Caper.

A nposiB OBPY YaCTUHY OCTAHHIX TPbOX POKIB, | BiNbLLY YaCTUHY
LbOro MUHYIOro NiTa Ta OCeHi, Crinkyr4nch 3 NiogbMu B Pocii Ta
HaBKOMO Hboro. [1Bi Temu 3anuanucy y po3mMoBi 3 ycima, Bi
Linen poscnigyBaHHs, 00 YPSA0BUX CAigYMX 4O XKypHanicTiB,
nigkpecneHnx HoBmHamu "6omboBoro".
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16. On the Great Russia Caper

Matt TaibbiDec 31, 2019

11 AL

After the holidays, I'll be starting a new serial book in this space,
replacing Untitledgate with The Great Russia Caper.

| spent a good part of the last three years, and much of this past
summer and fall, talking to people in and around the Russia
investigation. Two themes kept emerging, in conversation with
everyone from targets of the investigation to government
investigators to reporters bylined on “bombshell” news stories.
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OgawuH - paHroea komegisi. EnemeHTu uiel icTopil noB'sizaHi 3
CEPNO3HMMU 3MI0BXMBAHHSMW BNagolo, ane BU3HavarbHO
XapaKTEPUCTUKOIO POCIMCBKOI Cynepeykun € ropae aMmepukaHcbke
HE3HaHHS FONTOBHUX repoiB. Y LbOMY BiHOLLEHHI LIe CXOXe Ha
icTopito Ipaky. MineTbca npo HadTy, Tak, ane Hall rofNoBHWIA
royIOBHOKOMaHAyBauy TakoX He [i3HaBCs, WO iCHYE Pi3HULUA MK
CYHiTaMu Ta W1iTaMm 40 POKy NiCNs BTOPrHEHHS, Kaxyun: " A
OyMaB, WO ipakKLi - Mycyrnbmanu !"

MiaTekcT Russiagate nepenbayvae po3LWMPEHHSA CTaHy
CNOCTEPEXEHHS y CTUMI AoKkTopa 3na Ta UWHIYHE KOMaH4yBaHHS
HoBMHaMK 3acobiB MacoBoi iHopmauii Ans KceHoobCbKoi
KamnaHii. Ane OCHOBHI CIOXXETHi MOBOPOTW CMOBILLIAIOTLCS
GearnyagicTto.

Pocincbknin "ekcnepT", 4OCLE AKOro Kaniymtb Npe3ngeHTCTBO, He
PO3MOBISIE POCIMCHKOO MOBOIO (i He ByB Tam 3 TUX nip, sIK
3aKkoHONPoekTn Npo 6yneonu rpanu y Cynepkybky - 1995 ).
Ounpektop ®BP Hikonn He vyB npo «["a3npom». YneH komiTeTy
po3Bigku CeHaTy posirpiBacTbCs s CnyxaHb LWOAO POCIMCBKOro
BTPYYaHHs1, untatoum "Toncton i Habokos".

YMHOBHMKKN HaLioHanbHOT ©6e3neku, Wo NOACHIOITb HeobXigHICTb
030pO€EHHA YKpaiHM, BUKNUKAOTb NPMBUG KOMYHi3MY, MEPTBOTO
NPOTAroM TPUALATM POKIB; KonuwHin ronoea JHC nepexuBae, L0
"KomyHicTK" "OuKTyl0Tb YMOBM aebaTie"; Bipa B Te, WO "xonogHa
BiliHa" TPUBAE HACTINbLKN CUMNBbHO, LLO YNHOBHUKN PO3BiOKN
3BWHYBa4vyloTb POCito B 3aragkoBux "akycTU4HMX atakax” Ha
amMmepukaHcbkux aunnomartis B Kutai, Ha Ky6i Ta Y3bekucTtaHi.

loes 3arosopy "lMubokoi aepkasn”, Wob nigipsat JoHanbaa
Tpamna, nonynsapHa B pecnybrikaHCbKMX Korax, ane Bcs ud
6e3ymcTBO x04a 6 aewlo nigpveae uen aHania. Pociarent
BUSIBNAETLCH HEMOXIVBUM 3PO3YMITU MIHYC €NeMEHT LLMPOI,
SKLLO NOMMIKOBOT Yn 60XeBIiNbHOT, Bipu. [LOCRigHWKK, a NOTIM
npeAacTaBHUKM npecu, obrpyHTOBYyBanu cebe ogHieto
NPONo3unuieto, NULLEe B KiIHLEBOMY NiACYMKY Ha BaraTopiyHi
aMepUKaHCbKi ripKu, sSiKi OXONSIHBanNuM CTpivkM i Ta MO3KY,
aKyCTU4Hi aTtakn Mo3Ky Ta BbuBLI [yTiHa-Aenb@iHiB (HaBYeHi
HEMWHY4YOMY TPaHCKONAPHOMY POCICbKOMY Hanaay ).
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One is rank comedy. Elements of this story involve serious abuses
of power, but the defining characteristic of the Russia controversy
is the proud American ignorance of the main characters. In that
respect, it's similar to the Iraq story. That was about oil, yes, but
our Commander-in-Chief also didn’t learn there was a difference
between Sunnis and Shiites until a year after the invasion, saying:
“| thought Iragis were Muslims!”

The subtext of Russiagate involves a Dr. Evil-style expansion of
the surveillance state and the cynical commandeering of the news
media for a xenophobic scare campaign. But the major plot twists
are informed by slapstick cluelessness.

The Russia “expert” whose dossier cripples a presidency doesn’t
speak Russian (and hasn’t been there since the Buffalo Bills
played in a Super Bowl — 1995). The FBI director has never heard
of Gazprom. The ranking member of the Senate intelligence
committee warms up for hearings on Russian interference by
reading “Tolstoy and Nabokov.”

National security officials explaining the need to arm Ukraine
invoke the specter of communism, dead for thirty years; the former
head of the DNC worries the “communists” are “dictating the terms
of the debate”; belief that the Cold War is still on runs so strong
that intelligence officials blame Russia for mysterious “acoustic
attacks” on American diplomats in China, Cuba, and Uzbekistan.

The idea of a Deep State plot to undermine Donald Trump is
popular in Republican circles, but all this lunacy at least somewhat
undermines that analysis. Russiagate turns out to be impossible to
understand minus the element of sincere, if misguided or insane,
belief. Investigators and then press figures reasoned themselves
into one proposition, only to end up on a years-long roller-coaster
embracing pee tapes and acoustic brain attacks and killer Putin-
dolphins (trained for the inevitable trans-polar Russian assault).
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Po3gin HelwonasHO onpuntogHEHOro 3BiTY reHeparibHOro
iHcnekTopa MiHicTepcTBa tocTuuii Markna Moposiua HaBoanUTb
npuknagun Toro, sIK KM4oBi rpasLi NOTPannsoTb Y NOSIOH A0
BNACHUX LMKIIB po3yMmy (dhaHTasin) .

"opoBiy aisHaBcs, WO KITYOoBI TBEPOKEHHS NPO 3MOBY Tpamna-
Pocito noxoasTb Big pociincbKkoro onirapxa i 6apoHa meTtanis
Onera [Jepunacku, sknn y 2016 poui NnpaueBnallTyBaB ekc-
wnuryHa Kpictodepa Crina, wob gonoMort nomy y cyaoBomy
npoueci NpoTn nomiyHnka Tpamna Nona MaHadgopTa. Lle Ton
camun [lepmnacka, Ynin HibUTo 3B'I30K 3 POCINCHKOK PO3BIAKO B
KiHLLEBOMY NiACYMKY CTaHe LieHTpanbHUM AN Teopin 3aMoB
Tpamna i Pocii, ockinbku, Sk NOBiAOMNAETLCA, BiH OTpMMaB AaHi
npo onNuTyBaHHS Big KamnaHii Tpamna 4Yepes3 nocepenHuka.

IHWKMK cnoBamu: konu iHpopmauida nwna go Onera depunacku,
BiH 6yB nuxogiem ®CB. Konu BiH noxogus 3 [lepunacku, nomy
aoBipanu. HYomy? opoBiL UMTYyBaB KepiBHMUKA KOHTPPO3BIaKM
binna MpwucTana:

Yomy pocisaHu i [depvnacka) NOBUHHI 6yTn 6nnM3bkumm, gyxe
6nm3bkumun o Kpemnsi, YoMy pocistHu HamaraTuMyTbCs
3HEeBaXkMUTW ONOHEHTAa, KM Ni3Hille cninbHoTa Intel 3asBuna, LWwo
BOHW BMUCTYNaKTb 3a TOro, XTO HAcCNpaBdi HE Mae LWaHCIB Ha
nepemory. , A 6optoca 3... A 3HatO 3 MOET POBOTK CRINLHOTH
po3BigyBarnbHMX cry6: BOHW BiggaBanu nepesary Tpamna, BOHU
HamaralTbcsa 3HeBaXKUTU KniHTOHA, | BOHU XOTinu ciatn xaoc. A
He 3Hato, YoMy BUM 6 npoBenu gesiHgopmauiiHy Kamnanito, wob
3HEBaXMTK Tpamna Ha CTOPOHI.

LLlo6 posibpaTtncsa B ogHOMY 3 HaCepMO3HILLMX po3chigyBanbHUX
NUTaHb, 3 AKUMMK KpaiHa KonNu-Hebyab CTMKanacs - MOXIMBICTIO
TOro, WO KaHanaaTt y npe3ngeHtn 6yB y NnoeaHaHHI 3 iHO3€MHO
po3Bigkoto - PBP 3BepHynocsa 40 eKc-LWnuryHa 3 penyTtauieto
"noraHoro cyaxeHHsa" Ta "BigCyTHOCTI CAMOCBIAOMOCTI », AKUIN
TpanuBcs Ha 3apnnaty 9K CynepHULBLKOI Npe3naeHTChKol
Kamnamii, Tak i pocincbKoro ToeapuLla 3 nryTokpatom (apyra
onirapxa) Bonogumupa lNyTiHa. Ha 3anuTaHHs, YOMY BOHU MaloTb
OOBIpY A0 Ui€l NIoanHn Ta Koro mxepen, wupa signosigb oyna:
"Yomy BOHM BpeLuyTb?"
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A section of the recently-released report by Justice Department
Inspector General Michael Horowitz exemplifies how key players
became captive to their own mind loops (fantasies).

Horowitz found out key assertions about Trump-Russia collusion
appeared to come from Russian oligarch and metals baron Oleg
Deripaska, who in 2016 employed ex-spy Christopher Steele to
help him in a lawsuit against Trump aide Paul Manafort. This was
the same Deripaska whose ostensible ties to Russian intelligence
would end up being central to Trump-Russia collusion theories, as
he reportedly received polling data from the Trump campaign
through a middleman.

In other words: when information was going to OlegDeripaska, he
was an FSB villain. When it came from Deripaska, it was trusted.
Why? Horowitz quoted counterintelligence chief Bill Priestap:

Why the Russians, and [Deripaska] is supposed to be close, very
close to the Kremlin, why the Russians would try to denigrate an
opponent that the intel community later said they were in favor of
who didn’t really have a chance at winning, I’'m struggling with... |
know from my Intelligence Community work: they favored Trump,
they’re trying to denigrate Clinton, and they wanted to sow chaos.
| don’t know why you’d run a disinformation campaign to denigrate
Trump on the side.

To dig into one of the most serious investigative questions the
country had ever faced — the possibility that a presidential
candidate was in league with foreign intelligence — the FBI turned
to an ex-spy with a reputation for “poor judgment” and a “lack of
self-awareness” who happened to be on the payroll of both the
rival presidential campaign and a Russian plutocrat pal (oligarch
friend) of Vladimir Putin. Asked why they had confidence in this
person and his sources, the sincere answer was, “Why would they
lie?”
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Cniyk6u po3Bigky po3noyvanu po3crigyBaHHS Ha OCHOBI HU3KK
npunyLeHb, NOTIM BUKOPUCTANU Ui NPUNYLLEHHS K NPUYKHY He
CTaBMWTM Nig CYMHIB NpUNyLeHHs. AK ckazaB MeHi OOUH i3 Cnigyumx
KOHIPECY, «TW HE MOXELL Lie NpuayMaTtmy.

[pyra ocHoBHa TeMma - Le iHLLe B3YyTTs, SKe OCTaTO4YHO CKuaae
(OoBrooyikyBaHy cnpaBeSiMBICTb) Ha BITYN3HSHY LLMNUIYHCBKY
MalumHy "BiHa npoTu Tepopy", WO OaTyeTbCa 4eCATUNITTAMN, Ta
peKOHCTpyroBaHy B enoxy bywa-YeHi. CkaHgan He B TOMYy, LLO
Taki areHuii, ak LUPY ta AHB Bupiwumnn Henpasaumei npusoamn
NPOBOAUTU LUMPOKOMACLUTAOHNI HAB'A3NNBWIA HArns4 3a Takum
KaHOnOaToM y npe3ngeHTn, sk Tpamn. Lle BoHu pob6nsiTb BCiM.

Xoya 6e3ymMOBHO Te, L0 CUMOBKKM BigvyBarnu HacTifbK1 Mano
No6GIaXoK Woao BBeOEHHSA cebe y Npe3anaeHTCbKY FOHKY,
©e3ymMOBHO, pO3MNoBigatoTb, WO BinbLuU LWMPOKA iCTopis nonsrae B
LUMPOKOMY 3aCTOCYBaHHI TAEMHUX IHCTPYMEHTIB, LLO 3'ABUNNCA B
LUbOMY BMNAOKY.

KopoTki (3a BMHATKOM) BOMBCTBA, BEMMKA YacTMHA BHYTPILLHLOMO
LUNUIyHCTBa pevyoBMi MILLOK BMILWOB B Russiagate : FISA, Jluctu
HauioHanbHOI 6e3nekun, TaEMHUMKM iHbopMaTopamMmu, MOHITOPUHT
XypHanicTiB, CUCTEMaTUYHI HE3aKOHHI BUTOKY CEKPETHOI PO3BiaKu,
TO PYWHYBaHHSA BIOKPUTUM OOBIPEHOCTEN-3B'A3KY 3 KIliEHTaMWu,
AesiHdopmallis Yepes npecy, HEBIAKPUTTS BUKOPUCTAHHS 3acobis
KOHTPPO3BiAKM Y KpUMiHaNbHUX nepecnigyBaHHSX (TO6TO
"napanenbHoMy OyAiBHUUTBI"), HaBIiTb LUNUIyBaHHI 3a YneHamu
KOHrpecy.

AmepurKkaHuaMm, a 0cobnuBo rporpecusLsm (y MiBi KpanHin
YacTuHI) , HEMOXITMBO MO-CNPAaBXHLOMY OLIHUTH, LLIO O3HaYae
pocicbka icTopis, He NoBepTalvNCh A0 BiTYN3HSAHMX Nporpam
Npo WNUIYHCTBO, BNEpLUEe BUKPUTUX XXypHanicTaMmmn Ha 3pa3ok
Cenmypa Neplua B cepeauHi cimgecaTux.
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Intelligence officials launched an investigation based on a series
of assumptions, then used those assumptions as a reason not to
guestion the assumptions. As one congressional investigator put it
to me, “You can’t make this shit up.”

The second major theme is the other shoe finally dropping (long
awaited justice) on a War on Terror domestic spying machine
dating back decades, and reconstructed in the Bush-Cheney era.
The scandal is not that agencies like the CIA and NSA decided on
bogus pretexts to conduct broad-scale intrusive surveillance on a
presidential candidate like Trump. It’s that they do this to
everybody.

While the hubris in the way security officials felt so little
compunction about injecting themselves into a presidential race is
certainly telling, the larger story is the broad application of secret
tools that appeared in this one case.

Short of (Except for) assassination, much of the domestic spying
kit-bag came out in Russiagate: FISA, National Security Letters,
confidential informants, monitoring of journalists, systematic illegal
leaks of classified intelligence, the busting open of attorney-client
communications, disinformation through the press, the non-
discoverable use of counterintelligence tools in criminal
prosecutions (i.e. “parallel construction”), even spying on
members of congress.

There’s no way for Americans, and especially progressives (the
far left), to really appreciate what the Russia story means without
going back to the domestic spying programs first exposed by
reporters like Seymour Hersh in the mid-seventies.
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Cnouartky y Bknagi "Cun YoTteprenta", y rpyaHi 1974 p. 3sit npo "
BeNuMYesHi" LUNUIyHCLKI onepallii - AeTanbHUA Y BHYTPILULHEOMY
nokymeHTi LIPY, Bigomnin gk " CiMenHi KOLITOBHOCTI " - NpU3BiB 0
PO3KPUTTS LUMPOKOMAaCLUTABHOro BHYTPILLHLOMO CMOCTEPEXEHHS
33 aHTUBOEHHUMM Ta YOPHUMU BU3BOSIbHUMU pyxamu, cnpobu
BOMBCTBa, Ae3iHhopMaUiviHi KaMnaHii, cnocTepexeHHs 3a
penopTepamu, nporpama BigKpUTTS NOLWWTWN, EKCNEPUMEHTU 3
nogbMK1 Ta iHWI 3axogu, HAcCTiNbKM BigbumBatoui, Wwo eHpi
KicciHa)kep, He 30BCiM CKOPOUYIOUNIA HACUITbHUK, KON NOeTbCA
npo Taki aBTOpUTapHI pedi, Ha3BaB Le "KHUroto xaxis". MNybniyHa
ormga givina go Toro, Wo 3aranom 6ynu 3aknukn 4o cKkacyBaHHS
LWUMUIYHCBKNX BiJOMCTB.

Ane gpyroro nodTy nicna Watergate Hikonm He ctanocs.
IHpopmaLinHi areHTCTBa, CTypboBaHi TUM, WO po3cnigyBaHHS
3BITHOCTI 3a po3cnigyBaHHAM Npe3uaeHTa niwno "3aHaato
aaneko" nicng 3BiNbHEHHs Npe3naeHTa, BiACTYNMMo Big
BITYM3HSHOI LWNUIyHCbKOI icTopil. KomiTeT lNyniTuepa cnokinHo
BUPILLMB HE po3rnsigaTi 3BiT ["epLua, OCKiNbKN BiH
"nepesanncaHni, neperpaHnin, Hea4oCcTaTHbO AOCHIOAXEHWI Ta
HegoouiHeHUn". 3BMYaNHO, KOXXHa OCTaHHA geTtarnb
"HegoonpauboBaHOI" ICTOPIi BUSBUTBCA NpaBamMBoLo, ane ue 6yno
© To4Ho Bigomo o 2007 poky, konu "CiMelnHi KowToBHOCTI"
OCTaToOYHO po3ceKkpeTunun. Ha Tomr Yac areHuii neperpynysanucs, i
LUNUIYHCBLKI Nporpamu Nocununncs.

Konu BiH noBepHyBcs ao binoro gomy Ha nocagi Biue-
npesngeHTa, CBOro Yacy YUMHOBHWK agmiHicTpauili ®opaa [ik YenHi
BiQHOBMB BIOPOKpPaATUYHY TaEMHMLO. Hanonernneso
nepermaroymchb BigHOBMEHHAM NMOBHOBaXEHb, SIKi BUKOHaBYa
Bnaga BTpaTuna y CiMgecsTi poku CBOro ripkoro gocsigy, YenHi
036potoBaB yci HOBI abo BigPOOKEHI LUNUIYHCBKI NporpaMmu
3axucHum Catch-22 . EkcTpemanbHi 3axoau, Lo BXNBAOTLCS 3
MipKyBaHb HaujioHanbHOI 6e3neku, BigTenep Takox byayTb
3axuLEHI Big IOPMANYHOIO OCKapPXXEHHS Ha TUX Xe nigcTaBax
HaLlioHanbHOi 6e3neku.
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Originally tabbed the “Son of Watergate,” Hersh’s December 1974
report about “huge” spying operations — detailed in an internal CIA
document known as the “Family Jewels” — led to revelations of
wide-scale domestic surveillance of antiwar and black liberation
movements, assassination attempts, misinformation campaigns,
surveillance of reporters, a mail-opening program, human
experimentation, and other activities so revolting that Henry
Kissinger, not exactly a shrinking violent when it comes to such
authoritarian stuff, called it the “horrors book.” Public disgust
reached the point where there were calls for the abolition of spy
agencies in general.

But a second backlash after Watergate never happened. News
agencies, concerned that investigative reporting had gone “too far”
after unseating a president, backed off the domestic spy story.
The Pulitzer Committee quietly decided not to consider Hersh’s
report, because it was “over-written, overplayed, under-
researched and underproven.” Of course, every last detail of the
“‘underproven” story would turn out to be true, but that wouldn’t be
known for sure until 2007, when the “Family Jewels” were finally
declassified. By then, the agencies had regrouped, and the spy
programs reinvigorated.

When he returned to the White House as Vice President, onetime
Ford administration official Dick Cheney rebuilt the secrecy
bureaucracy. Intensely concerned with restoring the powers the
executive branch lost in the seventies of his bitter experience,
Cheney armed all the new or revived spying programs with a
protective Catch-22. Extreme measures undertaken on national
security grounds would henceforth also be protected from legal
challenge on the same national security grounds.
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Byab-xT0, XTO CNoAiBaETbCs OCKapXUTU Byab-aKy 3 LUX 4R -
TAEMHUA MOHITOPUHT FISA, BKNtoYeHHA 40 3a60poHn abo HaBiTb
CMMCOK BOMBCTB, OTPMMaHHS NNCTa 3 HaljioHanbHOoi 6e3neku Bif
®EP 3 BMMorot goctyny o iHbopmadii npo KoMyHikauii,
3BMYaAMHOro KpUMiHaNBHOrO nepecnigyBaHHs, 3axXmLLEHOro
TAaEMHUMW OKa3aMm - CroyaTKy AOBENOCs BUrpaTn BaXkmm Gin,
Wwo6 goeecTtu, Wo Oyab-sika 3 LMX peyen HaBiTb Bigdynacs.

AK TiNbkn MMHYNO Ue nepewlkoaa, BigdyaeTbca gpyra outea, wob
no6aunTu NpuUnHK ypsagy Ans BXUTTA umx gin. MNoTiv we ogHa
ouTBa 3a 3000yTTS NpaBa Ha 3mMaraHHsa 3 HUMK. | Tak gani.

MpOTAroM OCTaHHIX TPbOX POKIB Lt 3aKOHOMIPHICTb
noBTOplOBanach, 4acto 6e3rny3go. HambinbLue BUCBITNEHHS
oyno, mabyTb, 06BMHYBa4YeHHAM cneunpokypopa PobepTa
Mionnepa wono psay pocisiH, NigknioyYeHnx o AreHTcTea
pocnigpkeHb IHTepHeT.

Konu agBokaTu ogHOro 3 06BMHYBaYeHNX HECMOAIBAHO 3'ABUMNUCS
B cyai, Mionnep oronocmns MinbMoOHM CTOPIHOK HE 3aceKpeveHnx
OOKYMEHTIB «4yTNMBMMWUY Ta OTPUMAB 3aXMUCHUI Hakas, aKui
nepeLLKoaXae 3aXMCHUKY QinNnMTUCa gokasamu BigkpuTTa - 3i
cBoiMU knieHTamu! Hixto B HiGuTO "nibepanbHmx 3MI" HaBiTb He
MOPrHyB Ha Lie AuCTonincbke BoXeBINns.

Lia meTadopa Bce e posirpyeTbCA, KON reHnpoKypop LwraTy
KoHHekTukyT [xoH Japem posnoyas poscnigyBaHHSA
po3acnigyBaHHs. Mu we nepebyBaemo Ha cTagii bopoTbbu 3a Te,
HaCKifbKN rpOMaACbKICTb Mae NpaBo Ai3HaTuCA, aKi TaeMHi 3axoau
Oynu BxuTi Big ii imeHi. LLlo6 ue 3armano 6araTto 4acy i UM Baxko
HaBiTb Npe3naeHTy CLUA gisHatucs, sKi iHCTpYMEHTH
BUKOPUCTOBYBaNUCh A5 MOro po3cnigyBaHHS, MOBUHEH ByTH
BENUYE3HNA YePBOHUIN Npanop HaBiTb ANA TUX, XTO 3HEBaXae
Tpamna.
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Anyone hoping to contest any of these activities — secret FISA
monitoring, inclusion on a no-fly or even an assassination list, the
receipt of a National Security Letter from the FBI demanding
access to communications information, an ordinary criminal
prosecution buttressed by secret evidence — first had to win a
difficult battle to prove that any of these things had even taken
place.

Once past that hurdle, there would be a second battle to see the
government’s reasons for taking these actions. Then, another
battle to win the right to contest them. And so on.

Throughout the last three years, this pattern has repeated, often in
absurd fashion. The lowlight was probably Special Prosecutor
Robert Mueller’s indictment of a series of Russians connected to
the Internet Research Agency.

When lawyers for one of the defendants unexpectedly showed up
in court, Mueller declared millions of pages of non-classified
documents “sensitive,” and obtained a protective order preventing
defense counsel sharing discovery evidence — with their own
clients! Nobody in the ostensibly “liberal media” even blinked at
this dystopian insanity.

This is the metaphor still playing itself out as Connecticut Attorney
General John Durham winds up his investigation of the
investigation. We’re still at the stage of fighting over how much the
public is entitled to learn what secret measures were undertaken
on its behalf. That it takes this long and is this difficult for even the
President of the United States to learn what tools were used to
investigate him should be an enormous red flag, even to those
who despise Trump.
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A cnopiBatoch, LLO AKLWO NoAM nobavaTb A4OBrUI JOCBIA
BUKOPUCTAHHA TakuUX iIHCTPYMEHTIB NPOTU MEHLL BUAATHUX Uinen -
Bi MyCyrnbMaH, Lo nepebyBatoTb y CMNUCKY CMOCTEPEXEHHS, 4O
BiANoOBigaYiB 3a HAPKOTMKKN Y BHYTPILLIHIX MiCTax, CyauMmmnx y
cnpaBeax “ nigkaska Ta BegeHHs ”, Ao IHTepHeT-KOMNaHin, siki
BeayTb AOBri cyaoBi 6utBu ny6niyHo 60poTmca 3 TaEMHUMM
noBicTkamu, siki BOHM oTpuManu Big PBEP - BOHM MOXyTb noyaTtu
aymaTu npo uto icTopito.

Russiagate - ue sk icTopis Ipaky B iHLLOMY po3yMiHHi. HaBiTb nicns
TOro, sik My 3'acyBanu, wo 3M3 He Byno, iHTenekTyanbHui
aprymeHT gnsi BunepegxasnbHoi BiiHM 3anuwimecs. [puBig 3HUK,
ane ines 36epiranacs; My Bce e TaM. Takum XKe YAHOM, OCHOBHI
inel kanepcy Pocii maimke BneBHeHi, Wo swxkuse [oHanbg Tpamn.

Ha nouatky 2017 poky ypsig O6amu, Wwo BuixaB, BUOaB
po3BigyBanbHy OLUiHKY LLOAO BTpyYaHHA Pocil. MNokputTs
30cepeaKyBarnocs Ha Aymui nNpo Te, Wo iHo3eMHa KpailHa
gonomorna obpatn Tpamna, ogHak raseTa nigwToBXyBana iHLi
TeMu. Y HbOMY MLLOCA Npo piwydicTb Pocii BuknukaTtn
«pagukanbHe HEBOOBOMEHHNAY Ta «HEBAOBOJIEHHSI» cepep Hac,
Wwo6 «nigipeatn nidepanbHWN AEMOKPATUYHWIA NOPSOOK, SKUA
oyontoe CLUAY.

Y cTaTTi, Wo nonepeaHbLo NepernsaHyB KOHUEeNT, cnewianictu
OyayTb NpoOoBXyBaTK 3abnBaTUCA POKaMMU:

e "Po3bpat" B AMepuLi HaTXHEHHWI iIHO3EMHUMU;

e Ckapru Ha giHaHCOBY HEpIBHICTb, BiNHWN, HEE(EKTMBHICTb
aMepUKaHCbKOI eMOKpaTii Ta iHWi NpoGriemMn Takox
NiJKNBIOKTLCA IHO3EMLSAMMU;

¢ IcHye Hebe3neka QO3BONMTY CXPELLYBaAHHSA MiXK JTIBUM i
npaBMM NOMYMiCTCEKMMUM pyXamu, L0 3BepTatoTbCa 4O LMX
cKapr;

e BinbHa npeca Ta HeperynboBaHuit IHTEpPHET - Le
ANABONbCBKI MangaHuYnKM, i NTUNbHICTL eKCnepTiB NOTPioHa,
Wo6 3axMCTUTK HaC Big IHO3EMHOI «ge3iHopmaLii».
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It's my hope that if people see the long background of how such
tools have been used against less prominent targets — from
Muslims on the Watch List to inner-city drug defendants tried in
“tip and lead” cases to Internet companies fighting long court
battles just to publicly fight the secret subpoenas they’'ve received
from the FBI — they might start to think differently about this story.

Russiagate is like the Iraqg story in another sense. Even after we
found out there were no WMDs, the intellectual argument for pre-
emptive war remained. The pretext vanished but the idea
persisted; we're still over there. In the same way, the core ideas of
the Russia caper are almost sure to survive Donald Trump.

In early 2017, the outgoing Obama government issued

an Intelligence Assessment about Russian interference. Coverage
focused on the notion that a foreign country had helped elect
Trump, but the paper pushed other themes. It talked about
Russian determination to fuel “radical discontent”

and “dissatisfaction” among us, in order to “undermine the US-led
liberal democratic order.”

The paper previewed concepts pundits would continue hammering
for years:

“Discord” in America is foreign-inspired;

e Complaints about financial inequality, wars, the inefficacy
of American democracy, and other problems are also
fueled by foreigners;

e There is danger in allowing crossover between the left and
right populist movements appealing to these complaints;

e The free press and an unregulated Internet are the devil’s

playgrounds, and the vigilance of experts is needed to

protect us from foreign “disinformation.”
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Lli igei migwtoBxHYNM Hac 0o gocsigy npsimo 3 Opyenna:
ApamMaTuyHe i Make MUTTEBE ropTaHHS HapOAHUX NPUNYLLEHb.
CamoonucyBaHi « nporpecucti (kpanHi nisi) », ki nuwe oecaTb
pokiB TOMY 3rypTyBanuca 3a [iKCbKuMun KypyaTamu, Tenep
3aupatoTb CTpaxiTnuBi TpakTaTu, HanncaHi ganbLlmBo-
KMPUITMYHUMW TEKCTaMM NPO «aKTUBM» cepepn Hac. Ton camuii
Tepop nepen HebavyeHUMM Norposamu, sKi OXonunum
aMepUKaHCbKMX MicTe4ok nicnsa 11 BepecHs, Nigkopme Halli MiCbKi
BuLLi knacu. JoHanbaa Tpamna HegocTaTHLO A5 MOSICHEHHS
LbOro.

HaBiTb AKLLO rpoMagcbka AyMKa He 3MIHUTbCH, BapTO NOYyTH
icTopito Luboro 6oxeBinns. A cnogisatocs, WO ManbyTHI NOKONIHHA
OyayTb 4OCUTb PO3YMHUMW, OO HE NOBIPUTU B LIE.

MepLwa YacTuHa, HacTynHa, NOYMHAETLCS 3 CIMENHUX
KOLLUTOBHOCTEN, IPYHTOBKW Ha BilHY NPOTK TEpOpPY Ta napu
Cyad0BUX NMO30BIB.

(®orto Manjenst Hrana / AFP yepe3s Getty Images)
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These ideas have pushed us into an experience straight out of
Orwell: a dramatic and almost instantaneous flipping of popular
assumptions. Self-described “progressives (far leftists)” who just a
decade ago rallied behind the Dixie Chicks now gobble up scare
tracts written in faux-Cyrillic texts about “assets” in our midst. The
same terror before unseen threats that gripped small-town
Americans after 9/11 has now conquered our urban upper
classes. Donald Trump is not sufficient to explain this.

Even if public opinion doesn’t change, it feels worth writing a
history of this madness. | hope future generations will be sane
enough to disbelieve it.

Part one, next, begins with the Family Jewels, a War on Terror
primer, and a pair of lawsuits.

(Photo by Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images)
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Fnocapin

HacTynHi TepmiHn

KOPWUCHI ANs NOSICHEHHSA

Pociarent

3 MOMEHTY ckaHgany 3 YoTepremtom,
akun 3mycus Pivapaa Hikcona 3 nocagn y
1973 poui, KOXKEeH BENUKAA NONITUYHNIA
ckaHgan y CLUA oToToXxHIOBaBCH i3
cycbikcom "BopoTa". Tiabbi BUKOopmcTOBYE
cepeq iHWux TepMiHn Spygate,
Reportergate Ta Ukrainegate.

MMnookun ctaH

MocTinHa GopokparTis, Hag akor obpaHui
Mpe3ngeHT mano koHTpontoe. LUnuryHebki
areHLuii nexatb B OCHOBI.

aHTUIMMOOKMI CXMNbHWIA 3MEHLLMTUN NMOTYXHICTb
CTaH rmmbOKOro CTaHy.
po3cekpedyBaTi | PobiTb cekpeTHi JOKYMeHTU 4OCTYNHUMU

and FpOMaD,CbKOCTi

KnacudikysaTtu

[eknapynte iHdopmaLito K TaEMHY

ABC AMepurKaHCbKa Mepexxa MOBMEHHS

AP Associated Press

BS dirHa (aypHuus)

CBS AMepuKaHCbKa Mepexa MOBIEHHS

CDO 30608B'A3aHHA No 3abe3neyeHomy Gopry
(3abesneyeHa 3aboproBaHicTb)

"eHepanbHWiA | [ONIOBHUI BUKOHABYNIN OUPEKTOP

OUpekKTop (kopnopatuBHW nigep)

LPY LleHTpansHe po3BigyBarbHe areHTCTBO
(iHo3eMHi poscnigyBaHHS)

CNI LleHTp HauioHanbHWX iHTEpeciB

CNN Mepexa kabenbHUX HOBUH

DIA Defense Intelligence Agency - opraHisauis,
fIka KOOPAWHYE PO3BigyBanbHY OiSNbHICTbL
aMepUKaHCbKNX 36pOMHUX CNYXO.
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Glossary

The following terms benefit by explanation

Russiagate Ever since the Watergate scandal that
drove Richard Nixon from office in 1973,
every major political scandal in the United
States has been identified with the suffix
"— gate". Tiabbi uses the terms Spygate,
Reportergate and Ukrainegate among
others.

Deep state The permanent bureaucracy, over which
the elected President has little control.
The spy agencies are at its core.

anti deep- Tending to reduce the power of the deep

state state.

declassify Make secret documents available to the

public

classify Declare information as secret

ABC American Broadcast network

AP Associated Press

BS bullshit (nonsense)

CBS American Broadcast network

CDOs Collateralized Debt Obligations (secured debt)

CEO Chief Executive Officer (corporate leader)

CIA Central Intelligence Agency (foreign
investigations)

CNI Center for the National Interest

CNN Cable News Network

DIA Defense Intelligence Agency, an organization
that coordinates the intelligence activities of the
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DNC [emMokpaTUYHUN HaLiOHaNbLHUI KOMITET,
napTiHWI opraH gemokparTis, ono3nuisi
napTii [loHanbaa Tpamna, pecnybnikaHLi.

DOD MiHicTepcTBO 060POHU

DP lMpocyBaHHA gemokparii

ESPN KabenbHui TenekaHan 3i CNopTUBHUM
NOKPUTTSIM

FAIR.org CnpaBeanuBicTb Ta akypaTHICTb Y 3BITi

OAPA 3aKOH Npo peecTpaLito iHO3eMHUX areHTiB

OBP degepanbHe 6o0po poachigyBaHb
(BHYTpILWHI po3cnigyBaHHs)

FISA 3aKkoH Npo Harnsg 3a 30BHILLHLOK
PO3BigKOI0

Jlncunusa AMEpUKaHCbKa Mepexxa MOBMNEHHS

oCb PociicbKe LNUIryHCbKe areHTCTBO

GCHQ bpuTaHCbKe eneKTPOHHE LUMUIYHCbKE
areHTCTBO

GOP Benuka ctapa napria (To6T0
pecnybnikaHcbKka napris)

Py PocincbKa BiCbKOBa po3BigKka

Ir ["eHepanbHNn iHCNEKTOP

MB® MixxHapogHun BantotHun ®oHp

IRI MixxHapoaHWi pecnyOnikaHCbKUA IHCTUTYT -

MiDKHapOOHWI aHaNITUYHNIA LEHTP,
noB'a3aHni 3 pecnyblikaHCbKOK NapTieto

ISI [MakucTaHCcbKa po3BigyBasibHa areHuis

ICIC Icnamcbka gepxxaBa Ipak - apabcbka
TEPOPUCTUYHA OpraHisauis

JCS AMepUrKaHCbKi CrinbHi Ha4YanbHWKK WTAbIB

JFK MNpeanaeHT KeHHeqi

KOB Pocincbke WNUryHcbke areHTCTBO nepesn
OChb

TOB Kopnopauisi 3 obmexeHoro
BiANOBIOANbHICTIO - HeaepKaBHa
kopnopadis

MSNBC Microsoft NBC

NBC AMeprKaHCbKa Mepexa MOBIEHHS

NPR AMepuKaHCbKa Mepexa MOBIEHHS

AHB AreHuist HauioHanbHOI 6e3neku
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American armed services.

DNC Democratic National Committee, the party organ
of the Democrats, the opposition to Donald
Trump's party, Republicans.

DOD Department of Defense

DP Democracy Promotion

ESPN Cable TV channel with sports coverage

FAIR.org | Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting

FARA Foreign Agents Registraation Act

FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation (domestic
investigations)

FISA Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act

Fox American Broadcast network

FSB Russian spy agency

GCHQ British electronic spy agency

GOP Grand Old Party (ie, Republican party)

GRU Russian military intelligence agency

IG Inspector General

IMF International Monetary Fund

IRI International Republican Institute — international
think tank associated with Republican party

ISI Pakistan intelligence agency

ISIS Islamic State of Iraq — Arab terrorist organization

JCS American Joint Chiefs of Staff

JFK President Kennedy

KGB Russian spy agency before the FSB

LLC Limited Liability Corporation — non-public
corporation

MSNBC | Microsoft NBC

NBC American Broadcast network

NPR American Broadcast network

NSA National Security Agency

PSI Pounds per Square Inch (14 PSI =1
atmosphere)

RNC Republican National Committee
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PSI DyHTU Ha KBagpaTHun aronm (14 PSI =1
aTtMmocdepa)

PHK PecnybnikaHCbKUi HaLioOHanbHWA KOMITET

RT Pocia cboroaHi

TL: DR 3aHaaTo OOBro - HE Y1TaB

USAID AreHtctBo CLLUA 3 MibXHapOgHOro po3BUTKY

3M3 36pos MacoBOro 3HULEHHS (NpuMBIg A4ns
noyaTky apyrol BiviHu B Ipaky B 2003 poui

WWE MignpuemcTBa cBiTOBOI 60pOTHOM, MacoBi

po3Baru
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RT Russia Today

TL:DR Too Long — Did not read

USAID US Agency for International Development

WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction (the excuse for
starting the second Iraq war in 2003

WWE World Wrestling Enterprises, lowbrow mass

entertainment
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